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THE 

EXAMINER. 

No. 22. Thurfday, Janualty^. 1710. 

Nulla funt occultiores xnftdia^ quant ea^ qua latent 
in Jimulatione officii i aut in aliquo necejjiiudinis no' 
min^. 

The following anfwer is writien tn the iruejlyle^ and 
with the ufual candour offuch pieces \ which 1 have 
imitated to the bejl of myjkill^ and doubt net but 
the reader will be extremely fdtisfied ui'th it. 

The EXAMINER crofs-examined ; or, J full 
anfwer to lie laji EXAMINER. 

IV I durft be fo bold with thft kiiihor, t would 
gladly afk him a familiar qtieftion : Pray^ Sir^ 
who made you an examiner ? He talks in one 
of hi^ infipid papers of eight or nine thoufand corrupt 
tions, while we were at the head of affairs ; yet in 
all this time he hath hardly produced fifty : 

ParturiUnt monies , &c. , 'ttjot^ 

Vol. Hi. A >^ 
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But I (hall confine myfelf at prefent to his laft pa- 
per» He tells us, thf ^teen began her reign innth a 
noble benefadlion to the church. Here is prlejlcraft 
with a W'ltnefs ! This is the conftant language of 
your highjlicrsy to call thofe who are hired to teach 
the religion of the magiftrate, by the name of the 
church. But this is not all ; for in the very next 
line he fays, it was hoped the nation would have fol- 
lowed this example. You fee the faSliofi begins al- 
ready to fjpeak out : this is an open demand for the 
abbey-land ; this furious zealot would have us priejl 
ridden again, like our Popifh anceftors ; but it is to 
be hoped the government will take timely care to 
fupprefs fuch audacious attempts ; elfe we have 
fpent fo much blood and treafure to very little pur- 
pofein maintaining religion and the revolution. But 
what can we expert from a man who at one blow 
endeavours to ruin our trade ? A country ^ fays he, 
mayflGiirifh (thefe are his own words) without being 
the common receptacle for all nations, religions^ and 
languages^ What ! we .muft immediately banifli, 
or murder the PaLatines ; forbid all foreign mer- 
chants not only the exchange, but the kingdom ; 
perfecute the diflenters with fire and faggot ; and 
make itJiigh treafpn to fpeak any other tongue but 
Englifli. In another place he talks of a ferpent 
vjitYifeven heads y which is a manifeft corruption of 
the text ; for the words, feven heads ^ are not men- 
tioned in that verfe. However, we know what 
fjrpent he would mean ; 2, ferpent vf\\h fourteen legs\ 
or indeed no ferpent at all, but feven great men, 
who were the hefi minijiers^ the trvcft Protefiants^ 
and the moft difinterefted patriots ^ that ever ferved 
a prince. But nothing is fo inconfiftent as this 
writer. I know not whether to call him a Whig 
or a Tory, a Proteilant or a Papiit ; he finds fault 
widi convocations ; fays they are affemblies firangcly 
jcontrivtd ; and yet lays the fault upon us, that we 
^^iuffd their hands y I wiih we could have bound 
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their tongues too. But, as faft as their h.Jivdi were 
bound, they could make a (liift to hold their j-ens^ 
arid hdV€ thdr Ihare in the guilt of ruining the 
hopefulleft party and miniilry that ever prefcnk^d 
to a crown, "^lliis captious gentleman is anp^ry to 
fee a viijor'ity of prelates cried up by thofe who ,uc eue- 
mies to the chara6feri Now, I always thought, that 
the conceflions of enfemies were more to a man's 
advantage, than the praifc of his friends, lime 
and mortality y he fays, can only remedy thcfe incon^ 
leniencies in the church : that isT, in other woi'ds, 
-when certain bifliops are dead, we ihall have others 
of our own llamp. Not fo faft : you are not yet 
ft) fure of your game. We have already got one 
comfortable hfs in Spain, although by a general of 
our own : for joy of which our junto had a merry 
meeting at the houfi; of their great profclyte, on the 
very day we received the happy news. One or two 
TOore fuch h!ows would perhaps fct us right again ; 
and then we can employ mortality, as well as others. 
He concludes with wilhing, that three letters, fpo- 
ken ivhen the prolocutor was prefented, were made 
public, I fuppofe he would be content widi one i 
and that h more than we fliail humour him to grant. 
However, I hope he v/ill allow it poflible ta have 
grace, without either eloquence or Latin ; which is 
all I fhall fay to this malicious innuendo. 

Having thus> I hope, given a full and fatisfaSfony 
anfwer to the Examiner*s laft paper, I fhall now go 
on to a more important affair, which is, to prove 
by feveral undeniable initances that the late mini- 
ftry and their abettors were true friends to the 
church. It is yet, I confefs, a fecrct to the clergy, 
wherein diis friendfliip did confifl. For informa- 
tion therefore of that reverend body, that they 
may never forget their benefactors, as well as of 
all others who may be equally ignorant, I have de- 
termined to difplay our merits to the vioA-^lX^-^^^v 
that weighty article. And 1 covl\Ol mQ^, x^sx-^x. xn^v'jcl 
A.?.. ^' 
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I am to fixy were to be writjten in braf& for an eter- 
nal memorial ; the rather, becaufe for the future 
the church, muft endeavour to ftand unfupported 
by thofe patrons, who e3^pire4 in doing it their laft 
good officCy and will, oevcr rife tQ prefti-ve it any 
more. 

Let us ^erefore produce the pious endeavours, 
of thefc church-defenders, who were its patrons by 
their poiwer and- authority, as well as ornaments oif 
it' by their exemplary lives^ 

Firft^ St. Paul teJls us, there mufi he herejies in 
the churchy, that the truth may be manifeji \ and there- 
fore, by due courfe of ueafoning, thd more hereiies 
there are, the more manifeft will the truth be madct^ 
This being maturely coniidered by thefe lovers of 
the churchy they endeavoured to propagate as many 
hereiies as. they could, that the light of the truth 
might fliine tb^ clearer. 

Secondly i To fhew their zeal for the church's de- 
fence, they took the care of it entirely out of the 
hands of Codalmighfyy (becaufe that was a foreign 
jurifdi5lio»)t, and made it tlieir own creature, dcr 
pcnding altogether upon ^em ; and iflued out their 
orders to Tindal^ and others, to give public notice 
of it. 

Thirdly, Becaufe charity is the moft celebrated oi 
all Chriftiaa virtues, therefore they extended their* 
beyond all bounds; and, inflead of fhutting the 
church againft difftnters, were ready to open it to 
all comers y and break down its walls , rather than 
that any ihould want room to enter. The ftrength 
of a ftate, we know, confifteth in the number of 
people, how different foever in their callings ; and 
why fliould not the ftrength of a church confift in 
the fame, how different foever in their creeds ? For 
that reafon they charitably attempted to abolifh the 
tefly which tied up fo many hands from getting em- 
ployments, in order to proteft the church. 
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I know very well, that this attempt is objefted to 
us as a crime by feveral malignant Tories ^ and de- 
nied as a ilander by many unthinking people among 
ourfelves. The latter are apt, in their defence, to 
alk fuch quellions as thefe : " Was your teft rc- 
** pealed ? had we not a majority ? might we not 
^ have done it, if we pleafcd ? 7o ivhich the others 
** anfwer^ You did what you could : you prepared 
** the way, but you found a fatal impediment from 
" that quarter, whence the fandiion of the law 
-** muft come ; and therefore, to fave your credit, 
** you condemned a paper to be burnt, which your- 
" lelvcs had brought in." But, alas ! the mif- 
carriagc of that noble projeA for the fafety of the 
church had another original j the knowledge 
whereof depends upon a piece- of fecret hiftoiy, 
which I fhali now lay open. 

Thefe church-proteftors had dire&ed a 'Prejk}- 
terian preacher to draw up a bill for repealing the 
teji. It was accordingly done with great art j and^ 
in the preamble feveral expreffions of civiliy to the 
eftahlijbed church ^^ and when it came to the qualifi- 
cations, of all thofe who were to enter on any of- 
fice, the compiler had tak«n fpecial care to make 
them large-enough for allChriftians whatfoever,by 
tranfcribing the very words (only formed into an 
o'ith) which Quakers are obliged to profefs by a 
former aft of parliament ; as I ftiall here fet them 
down : ** I, . A. B, profefs faith in Goi the Father, 
" and in Jefus Chrift his eternal Son, the true 
** God ; and in the Holy Spirit, one God, bleffcd 
** for evermore ; and do acknowledge the holy 
*' fcriptures of the Old and New Teftament to be 
" given by divine infpiration." This bill was car- 
ried to the chief leader, for their approbation, 
with thefe terrible words turned into an oath. 
Whatfhould they do ? Thofe few among them who 
fancied they believed in Cod^ were fvxv^ \!s\r:^ ^v^ 
not believe ia Cbrtfty or the Holy Stints eye otv^ 
A 3 ^^^ii?J^ 
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fy 11 able of the Bible ; and they were as fure that* 
every body knew their opinion in thofc matter^, . 
which indeed they had been always too fincere to 
difguife ; how tliereforc could they take fuch an 
oath as that, without ruining their reputation with 
Tindal, Toland, Coward, Collins, Clcndons and 
all the tribe of freethinkers, and fo give a fcandal 
to weak unbelievers ? Upon tliis nice point of ho- 
nour and confcience the matter was huflied, the 
proje^l: for repealing the tefl let fall, and the facra- 
tnent left as the fmaller evil of the two. 

Fourthly y Thefe pillars of the church, becaufe/^^ 
harvejl was great ^ and the labourers ' few^ and be- 
caufe they would eafe the bifhops from that griev- 
ous trouble of laying on hands, were willing to al- 
low that power to all men whatfoever; to prevent 
that terrible confequence of unchurching thofe who 
thought a hand from under a> cloak as effe£hial as 
from lawn Jleeves. And indeed what could more 
contribute to the advancement of true religion, 
than a bill of general naturalization of priefthood ? 

Fifthly, In order to fix religion in the minds of 
men, becaufe truth never appears fo fair as when 
confronted with falfehood, they directed books to 
be publifhed, that denied the being of a God, the 
divinity of ^^fecond ^nd third perfon, the truth of 
all revelation, and the immortality of the foul. To 
this we owe that great fenfe of religion, that re- 
fpe6t and kmdnefs to the clergy, and that true love 
of virtue, fo manifeft of late years among the youth 
of our nation. Nor could, any thing be more dif- 
creet, than to leave the merits of each caufe to 
foch wife, impartial judges ; who might otherwife 
fall under the flavery of believing by education and 
prejudice. 

Sixthly, Becaufe nothing fo much diftra<^s the 

thoughts, as too great variety of fubjefts, therefore 

ihey had kindly prepared a bill to preicribe die 

Mg^ what fubjeiU they Ihould preach upon, and 

m 
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in what manner^ that they might be at no lofs ; and 
this, no doubt was a proper work for fuch hands, 
(b thoroughly verfed in the theory and pra£tice of 
all chriftian duties, 

Seventhly, To fave trouble and expenfe to the 
c4ergy, they contrived that convocations fliould 
meet as feldom as poffible ; and when they were 
fuffered to aflemble, would never allow them to 
meddle with any buiinefs ; bccaufe, they faid, the 
office of a clergyman was enough to take up the 
'vjhole man. For the fame rcafon they were very 
de£rous to excufe the bifhops from fitting in par- 
liament, that they might be at more leifurc to ftay 
at home and look after the inferior clergy. 

I fhall mention at prefent but one more inftance 
of their pious zeal for the church. They had fome- 
where heard the maxim, That fanguis martyrum 
eft femen ecclejta ; therefore, in order to fovi thit 
feed, they began with impeaching a clergyman : And 
that it might be a true martyrdom in ei^ery circum^ 
ftance, they proceeded as much as poffible againft 
comnion law ; which the long-robe part of the ma^ 
nagers knew, was in an hundred inftances direftly 
contrary to all their politions, and were fufficiently 
warned of it beforehand • but their love of the 
diurch prevailed. Neither was this impeachment 
an affair taken up on a fudden ; for a certain grea 
perfon (whofe charafter hath been lately publifhe t 
by fome ftupid and lying writer) who very mucd 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his zeal for forwarding tlus 
impeachment, had feveral years ago endeavoured to 
perfuade the late King to give way to juft fuch 
another attempt. He told his Majefty, there was a 
certain clergyman, who preached very dangerous 
fermons, and that the only way to put a flop to 
fuch infolence was to impeach him in parliament. 
The King inquired th^ charafter of the man : ** O 
" Sir, faidmy Lord, the moft VuAcat, \ioX.^ ^^ 
^* tive teJUow in England j fo extxemtVj ^'^viN.,^^ 
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** I believe, he would be heartily glad to be a mar- 
** tyr. The King anfwered^ Is it Jo ? Then I am 
" refolved to difappint him ;" and would never 
hear more of the matter ; by which that hopeful 
projeft unhappily mifcarried. 

I have hitherto confined myfelf to thofe endea* 
vours for the good of the church, which were 
common to all the leaders and principal men of 
«/r party j but, if my paper were not drawing to- 
wards an end, I could produce fevcral inftances of 
particular perfons, who> by their exemplary lives 
and aAions, have confirmed the charafter fo juftly 
due to the whole body I fliall at prefent mention 
only two, and illuftratc the merits of each by a 
aiatter of feft. 

That worthy patriot and /n/tf lover of the church) 
whom a late Examiner is fuppofed to refleft on unw 
dtr the name of Verres^ felt apious impulfe to be^ 
benefaftor to the cathedral of Gloucefter ; but how 
to do it in the moft decent generous- manner, was 
die queftion. At lall he thought of an expedient : 
one morning, or night, he ftole into the churchy 
mounted upon the altar, and there did that which 
in cleanly phrafc is called disburdening cf nature,, 
He was difcovered, pcrfecuted, and condemned to 
pay a thoufand pounds ; which fum was all emi- 
ployed to fupport the churchy as, no doubt, the be- 
nefaAor meant it. 

There is another perfon, whom the fame writer 
is thought to point at under the name of Will Bi- 
gamy. This gentleman, knowing that marriage- 
fees were a confiderable pcrquifite to the clergy, 
found out a way of improving them cent, per cent. 
for the good of the church. His invention was to 
marry a fecond wife, while the firft was alive, con- 
vincing her of the lawfulnefs by fuch arguments, as 
he did not doubt would make others follow the fame 
example. Thefe he had drawn up in writing, with 
■Mr intention 
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intention to publifh for xhc gimral good \ and it is 
kopedj he may norw have leifure to finiih them. 



No. 23. Thurfday, January 11. i7io» 



Bellum ita fu/c^htur^ ut nihil alludnfjt pax quajita 
videatttr. 



T AM iatisfied, that nareafonablc man of either 
-^ party can juftly be offended at any thing I faid 
in one of my papars relating to the army. From 
the maxims I there laid down perhaps mai^ per* 
ions may conclude, that I had a mind, the world 
fliould think there had been occafian given by 
ibme la^e abufe& among men^oftbat odling ; and 
diey conclude right ; for my intention is^ toat my 
hints may be underftood, and my quotations and 
allegories applied ; and I am in fome pain to think^ 
that in the €)rcade&on one fide, and the weftern 
coafls of Ireland on the other, the Examuur may 
want a key ia fcvcral parts^ which I wifli I could 
fiirnifh theuLwith. As to the French King, I am 
under no concera at all ; I hear he hath left 
off reading my papers, and by what he hath 
found in thenv, diflikes our proceedings more 
than ever ; and intends,, either to make great 
additions to his armies, or propofe new terms 
for a peace. So falfe is that which is com? 
monly reported of hit mighty laisfaftioa in our 
change of miniftry . And I thinkit clear, , that his 
late letter of thanks, to. the TbriVj of Great Britain 
muft either have been extorted from hivn, ^^^xnSl 
his judgment ;. or wu a caft of ^liuc^.vo. ^tc ^^ 
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people againft'tlie prefent miniftry; wherein it hath 
ivonderfully fuccceded. 

But, though I have never heard, or never regard- 
ed, any objedtions made againft that paper which 
mentions, the army ; yet I intend this as a fort of 
apology for it. And firft I declare, (becaufe we 
live in a miftaken world), that in hinting at fome 
proceedings, Avhcrein a few perfons are faid to be 
concerned, I did not intend to charge tliem upon 
the body of the army. I have too much detefted 
that bai^^arous injuflice among the writers of a iate 
party to be ever guilty of it myfelf ; I mean ^the 
accufing focieties for the crimes of a few. On the 
other fide, I muft take leave to believe, that armies 
are no more exempt from corruptions, than other 
numbers of men. The maxims propofed were oc- 
«afionally introduced by the report of certain fa^ls^, 
^hich I am bound to believe are true, becaufe I am 
furc, cpnfidering what hath pafled, it Would be a 
crime to think otherwife. All pofts in the army, 
all employments at court, and many others are, or 
ought to be, given and refumed at the mere plea- 
fure of the prince ; yet w;hen I fee a great officer 
fjrokc, a change made in the court, or the miniftry, 
and this under the moft juft and gracious princefs 
tthat ever reigned, I muft naturally conclude, it is 
done upon prudent coniiderations, and for fome 
jgreat demerit in the fufterers. But then, is not the 
puniflimcnt fufficient ? Is it generous or charitable 
to trample on the unfortunate, . and expofe their 
faults to the world in the ftrongeft colours ? And 
-would it not iuit better with magnanimity, as well 
as common good, nature, to leave them at quiet to 
tiiieir own thoughts and repentance ? Yes, without 
queftion ; provided it could be fo ' contrived, that 
liieir very names, as well as their adlions, might be 
forgotten for ever ; furh an aft of oblivion would 
be for the honour of our nation, and beget a bet- 
rittr opinion of us with pt>ftcrity ; and then I might 
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have fpared the world and myfelf the trouble of 
examining. But at prefent there is a cruel di/tmma 
in the cafe ; the friends and abettors of the late mi- 
niftry are.eveiy day publifliing their praifes to the 
world, and cafling refle£Uons upon the prefent per* 
fons in power. . This is fo barefaced an afperfioil 
xipon the Queen, that I know not how any good 
fubjeft can with patience endure it, although he 
were ever fo indifferent with regard to the opinions 
in difpute. Shall they who have loft all power 
and love of the people, be allowed to fcatter their 
poifon ; and fhall not thofe, who are at leaft of the 
ftrongeft fide, be fuflfered to bring an antidote ? 
and how can we undeceive the deluded remainder, 
but by letting them fee, that thefe difcarded ftatef- 
men were juftly laid afide ; and producing as man^l^ 
inftances to prove it as we can ? not from any per^ 
fonal hatred to them, but in juftification to the bcft 
t)f queens. The many fcurrilities I have heard and 
read againft this poor paper of mine, are in fuch a 
ftrain, that, conlidering the prefent ftate of affairs, 
they look like a jeft. They ufually run after the 
following manner : ** What ! fhall this infolent 
** writer prefume to cenfure the late miniftry, the 
** ableft, the moft faithful, and trueft lovers of 
** their country and its conftitution, tliat ever ferv- 
** ed a prince t Shall he refleft on the beft houfe 
" of commons that ever fat within thofe walls ? 
*^ Hath not the Queen changed both for a miniftry 
^* and parliament of Jacobites and highfliers, who 
*' are felling us to France, and bringing over the 
*^ pretender?'' This is the very fum and force of 
all their reafonings, and this is their method of 
complaining againft the Examiner. In them it i$ 
humble and loyal to refleft upon the Queen, and 
the miniftry and parliament flie hath chofen with 
the univerfal applaufe of her people : in us it is in- 
folent to defend her Majefty and her Ql\ok<i> crc \o 



n THE EXAMINER. No 23. 

ftnfwcr their objeftions by (hewing the reafons why 
thofe changes were neceffary. 

The fame ftyle hath been tifed in the late cafe 
concerning fome gentlemen in the army. Such a 
clamour was raifed by a fet of men, who had the 
boldnefs to tax the adminiftration wkh cruelty and 
Jrijuftice, that I thought it neceffary to interfere a 
little, by fhewing the ill confequences that might 
arife from fome proceedings, although without ap- 
plication to particular perfons. And what do they 
offer in anfwer ? Nothing but a few conmion places 
againft calumny and in/brmers ♦ which might have 
been full as juft and feafonable in a plot againft the 
facred perfon of the Queen. 

Bui, by the way, why ar^ thefe idle people (6 
indifcreet to name thofe two words, which afford 
occafion of laying open to the world fuch an infa- 
mous fcene of fuberdination and perjury^ as well as 
calumny and informing^ as, I believe, is without 
example ; when a whole cabal attempted an a^ion^ 
wherein a condemned criminal * refufed to join with 
them for the reward of his life ? Not that I difap- 
prove their fagacity, who could foretel fo long be- 
fore by wh^tband they fliould one day fall, and 
therefore thought any means juftifiaWe, by which 
they might prevent it. 

But waving this at prefent, it muft be owned iii 
juftice to the army, that thofe violences did not 
proceed fo far among them as fome have believed ; 
nor ought the madnefs of a few to be laid at 
their doors. For the reft, I am fo far from de- 
nying the due praifes to thofe brave troops, wh6 
did their part in procuring fo many vitftories foi* 
the alliei ; that I could wifli every officer and pri- 
vate foldier had their full (hare of honour, iil 
proportion to their deferts ; being thus far of the 
Athenians mind, who, when it was propofed that 

• Creg, 
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the ftatuc of MUtiades ihould he fet up alone iA 
fome public place of Ac city, faid, they would 
agree to it, whenever he conquered akme^ but not 
before. Neither do I at all blafne the officers of 
the army for preferring in their hearts the late mi- 
niftry before the prefent ; or^ if wilhing alone could 
•be of any ufe, ior wifhing their coiitinuance, be- 
caufe then they mi^t be Iccure of the war's contN 
nuance tob^ whereat, fince affairs have been put 
into other hands, they may perhaps lie under fomc 
apprehenfions of a peace ; which no atmy, efpcci- 
•ally in the c6urfe of fuccefsv was twtv inclined to*; 
and which all wife ftates have in fuch a junfturc 
^chiefly endeavoured. This is a point wherein the 
xivil and military politics have always difagreed : and 
for that reafon I affirmed it neceflarv in all free 
governments, that the lattfer fhould fee abfolutelv 
In fubjeftion to the former ; othert\'ife one of thefc 
two inconveniencieS muft arife, either to be per- 
|)etually in war, or to turn the civil inftitution into 
■a military-^ 

I am ready to alto^ all tfeat feath be^h laid of the 
Valour and experience of our troops, who have 
ifolly contributed their part to the great fuccefles a- 
i>road ; nor is it their faultj that thofe important 
viftories had no better confequences at home, tho' 
it may be their ad'Oanfage-. War is their trade and 
bufinefs : to improve and cultivate the advantages 
of fuccefs, is an affair of the cabinet ; and the ne- 
gleft of this, whether })rt)ceeding from weaknefs 
X)r corruption, according to the ufual uncertainty 
x>{ wars^ may be of the moft fatal confequence to 
the nation. For, pray let me reprefent our condi- 
tion in fuch a light, as I believe both parties will 
allow, tliough perhaps not the confequences I fliall 
xieduce from it. W^ have been for above nine 
years bleffed with a Queen, who, befides all virtue* 
that can enter into me compofitvow oi ^-^yvnaV^ 
perfon, poffhSeth every resal qua^tv xYiaiX c^xv • < ^- 
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tribute to make a people happy : of great wifdoin^ 
yet ready to receive the advice of her counfellors i 
of much difcernmcnt in chufing proper inftru- 
ments, when flie follows her own judgment^ and 
only capable of being deceived by that excefs of 
goodoel's, which makes her judge of others by her^ 
ielf : frugal in her management, iin order to con- 
tribute to the public, which in proportion fhe doth, 
and that voluntarily, beyond any of .her fubjefts^ 
but from h&c own nature generous and charitable 
to all who want or deferve ; and, in order to ex-^ 
crcife thofe virtues, denying herfelf all entertain- 
ments of expenfe, which many others enjoy. Then, 
if we look abroad, at leall in Flanders, our arms 
have been crowned with perpetual fuccefs in battles 
and fieges ; not to mention Teveral fortunate aftions 
in Spaia* Thefe fafts being thus ftated, which 
none can deny ; it is natural to alk^ 1k>w we have 
improved fuch advantages, and towliat account 
they have turned ? *I fliall ufe no difcoiiraging terms* 
When a patient grows daify-worfe by the tamper- 
ing of mountebanks, ^ere is nothing left but to 
call in the beft phyficians, before the cafe growe 
ilefperate* But I would ftlk, whether France, or 
any other kingdom, would have made fo little ufe 
of fuch prodigious opportutiitics ? the fruits where- 
of could never have fallen to the ground without 
the extremeft degree of folly and corruption ; and 
where thofe have lain, let the world judge. Inftead 
of aiming at peace, while we had the advantage of 
the war, which hath been the perpetual maxim of 
all wife ftates, it hath been reckoned faftious an4 
malignant even to exprefsi our wilhcs for it ; and 
fuch a condition impofed, as was never offered to 
any prince who had an inch of ground to difpute ; 
qua enim eft conditio pads, in qua eiy cum quo pacem 
faciasy nihil concedi poteft ? 

It is not obvious to conceive what could moYC 
^^jmico, who fat at home, and were called to confult 
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upon the good of the kingdom, to be fb utterly a- 
verfe from putting an end to a long, expenfive war, 
which the vidtbrious^ as well as conquered iide^ 
were heartilv weary of. Few, or none of them,, 
were men of the fword ; the; had no fhare in the 
honour ; they had made large fortunes, and were 
at the head of all affairs. But they well knew by 
what tenure they held their power ; that the Queen* 
faw through their deiigns ; that they had entirely 
loft the hearts of the clergy ; that the landed men- 
were againft them ; that they were detefted by the bo* 
dy of the people ; and that nothing bore them up but 
their credit with the bank, and other ftocks, which 
would be neither formidable nor heceffary, when 
the war was at cnd.^ For thefe reafons they refolr- 
ed to diiappoint all overtures of a peace, until they^ 
and their party fhould' Be fo deeply rooted, as to 
make it impoflible to fhake them» To this end 
they began to precipitate matters fo faft, as in a lit-- 
lie time muft ha^e mined the cenftitution, if the 
crown had not interpofed, and rather ventured the 
accidental effefts of their malice, than fuch dread- 
ftil confcqucnccs^ of their power .^ And mdccd, if 
die former danger had been greater than Ijpme 
hoped or feared, I fee no difficulty in the choice^ 
which was the fame with his, who faid, ** he had 
" rather be devouried by wolves than by rats." I 
therefore ftill infift, that we cannot wonder at, or 
find fault with the army for concurring with the 
miniftry, wTiich was for prolonging the war. The 
inclination is natural in them all ; pardonable in 
thofe who have not yet made their fortunes ; and 
as lawful in the reft, as love of power, or love of 
money, can make it. But as natural, as pardona- 
ble, and as lawful as this inclination is, when it is* 
not under check of the civil power, or when a cor-- 
rupt miniftry joins in giving it too great a fcopc,* 
the confequence can be nothing kfe, t\\»iv vtA'jJX^J^ 
rain and uareij to a ftate. . ^ 

B 2 ^^^ 
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After I fcad finifhed'tliAiS paper, the printer fent 
me two finall pamphlets, called, Tbe manage* 
merit of the wary written with fbme plnufibilf-. 
ty, much artifice, and abundance of mifrepre- 
IcntatiotVB, as/ veil as^dire£t falf^hoods in point 
of faft, Thcfe I have thought worth ^xawwi^. 
/w^, ^hich I fliall accordingly do, when I findt 
an oppgrtuQity. 



No 24., Thurfday^ jaunary 1 8; 1710. 

Parva momenta in J^em mstumque ifn^ellunt ani^ 
mos. 

TLTOPES ase natural to moft men, efpecially tOt 
■■^ fangulne complexions; and among the varioySk 
changes that happen in the courfe of public affiiirs^ 
they are feldom without fome grounds. Even in. 
delperate cafes, where it is impoffible they fhould 
have any foundation,, they are often affeded ta 
keep a countenance, and make an enemy think we 
have fome recourfe^ which they know nothing of.^ 
This appears to have been for feveral months paft 
the condition of thofe people, whom I am forced, 
for want of other phrafes, to call the mined party ^ 
They have taken up fince their fall fame real and 
fome peetended hopes. When the Earl of Sunder- 
land was difcarded, they hoped her Majefty would 
proceed no farther in the change of her miniftry ;. 
and had the infolence to mifreprefent her words to. 
foreign ftates.. They hopedy nobody durft advife 
the diflblution of the parliament. When this was^ 
done, and further alterations made in court, they 
r^ and endeavoured to ruin the credit of the. 



^ doni 
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satioD. They likewife hoped, that wc fhould have 
fbme terrible lofs abroad, which would force us to 
unravel all, and begin again upon their bottom. 
But, of all their hopesy whether real or aflumed, 
there is none more extraordinary than that whick 
they now would fcem to place their whole confi- 
dence in : that this great turn of affairs was only 
occafloned by a fhort maducfs of the people, from 
which they will recover in a little time, when their 
eyes are opened, and they grow cool and fober e- 
nough to confider ihc truth of things, and how 
much they have been deceived. It is not improba- 
ble, that Ibme few of the deepeft fightcd among 
thefe reafoners are well enough convinced, how 
▼ain all fwch- hopes muft be : but for the reft, the 
wifeft of them feem to have been very ill judges o£ 
the people's difpofitions ; the want of which know- 
ledge was a principal ©ccafion to haften their ruin; 
for furely, had they fufpefted which way the po-^ 
pular current inclined, they never would have run 
againft it by that impeachment, I therefore con- 
dude, they generally: are fo blind, as to imagine 
fome comfort from this fantaftical opinion ; that 
the people of England are at prefent diftra^ed, but 
will flbiortly come to their fenles again. 

For the fervice therefore of our adverfarics and 
friends, I fhall briefly examine this point, by fhew- 
kig what. are the caufes and fymptoms of a people's 
madnefs*;^ and how it differs from their natural 
Jbent and inclination. 

It is- Machiavel's objfervation, that the people, 
Drhen left- to their Qwn judgment, do feldom miftake 
their true interefts ; and indeed they naturally love 
the conftitution they. are born under ; never dcfir- 
ing to change, but under, great oppreflions; How- 
ever^ tlicy are to be deceived by fe vera! means. -It 
bath often happened in Greece, and. fometimes in 
fiiome, that thofe very men who have contributed 
to . fliake off a former tyranny, hxve, yu^'^'jA j^jS. 
B 3 \:c^&atvsx'%^ 
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rcftoring the old conftimtion, deluded the people 
into a worfe and* more ignominious llavery. Bc- 
iides, all great changes have the fame effect upon 
commonwealths, that thunder hath upon liquors^ 
making the dregs fly up to the top ; the loweft ple- 
beians rife to the head of affairs ; and there pre- 
ferve themfelves, by reprefenting the nobles, and 
other friends to the old government, as enemies to 
the public. The encouraging of new myfteries and 
new deities, with the pretences, of farther purity in 
religion, hath likewile been a frequent topic to 
miflead the people. And not to mention more, 
the promoting falfe reports of dangers from a- 
broad, hath often ferved to prevent them from 
fencing againft real dangers at home. By thefe, and 
the like arts, in conjundlion with a great depravity 
of manners, and a weak or corrupt adminiflration, 
the madnefs of the people hath rifen to fuch a 
height as to break in pieces the whole frame of the 
beft inflituted governments. But, however, fuch 
great phrenzies, being artificially raifed, are a per- 
feft force and conftraint upon human nature ; and 
trnder a wife fteady prince will certainly decline of 
themfelves, fettling like the fea after a ftorm ; and 
then the true bent and genius of the people will 
appear. Ancient and- modem ftory are full of in- 
ftances to illuftrate what I fay. 

In our own iflUnd we had a great example of a 
long madnefs in the people, kept up by a thoufand 
artifices, like ititoxicating medicines, until the con- 
ftitution was deftroyed ; yet the malignity being 
fpent, and the humour exhaufted that ferved to fo- 
ment it, before the ufurpers could fix upon a nevr 
fcheme, the people fuddcnly recovered, and pcacc- 
iibly reftored the old conftitution. 

From wliat I have oflfered, it will be eafy to de- 
tide, whether this late change in the difpofition of 
the people was a new madnefs, or a recovery from 
^^fU one. Neither do I fee how it can be prov- 
^^^ - ed. 
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ed, that Aich a change had in any circumftance tho 
leaft fymptoms of madnefs, whether my deicrip* 
tion of it be right or no. It it agreed, that the 
tnieft vay of judsing the difpofition of the people 
in the choice of their reprefentatives is by computt 
ing the country-ele^Uons ; and in thefe it is mani* 
fefty that five in fix are entirely for the prefent 
nicafurcs ; although the court was fo far from in- 
terpofing its credit, that there was no change in the 
admiralty, not above one or two in the lieutenan* 
cy, nor any other methods ufed to influence clec* 
tions. The free, unextorted addreflcs fent fome 
time before from every part of the kingdom, 
plainly ihewed, what fort of bent the people had 
taken, and from what motives. The election of 
members for this ^oat city, carried, contrary to 
all conjefhirc, ngainft the united intercft of thoie 
two great bodies, the Bank and Eaft-India compat 
ay, was another convincing argument. Beiides, 
the Pf^higs themfclvcs have always confefled, that 
the bulk of landed men in England was generally 
of Toriis. So that this change muft be allowed to 
be according to the natural genius and difpofitioo 
of the people ; whether it were juft and rcafonable 
in icfelr or no. 

Notwithftanding all which, you fliall frequently 
hear the partifans of the late men in power gravely 
and decifively pronounce, that the prefent miniftry 
cannot poflibly iland. Now, they who aiErm this, 
if they believe themfclves, mul^ ground their opi- 
nion upon the iniquity of the loft being fo far cfta- 
bliflied and deeply rooted, that no endeavours of 
honeft men will be able to reftore things to their 
former ftatc. Or elfe thcfe reafoners luve been fo 
miflcd by twenty years mifmanagcment, that they 
have forgot our conftitution, and talk as if our 
monarchy and revolution began together. But tlic 
body of the people is wifer ; and l:^ the choice 0\c^ 
have made^ ihew thry do uaderftaud o\3lt c^tv^voj^ 
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tioOy and would bring it back to the old form ;: 
which if the new minifters take care to maintain^ 
Aey will and ought to ftand ; otherwife they may 
fell like their predectflbrs But, I think, we may 
cafily forefee what a parliament, freely chofen,. 
without threatening or corruption, is likely to do, 
when no man ihaU be in any danger to lofe hia 
place by the freedom of his voice, 
' But who are thofe advancers of this opinion ,. 
that the prcfent mmiftry cannot hold ?. It muft be 
either fuch as are afraid to be called to an account, 
m cafe it fhould hold : or thofe who keep offices^ 
from which others, better qualified, were removed^, 
and may reafonably apprehend to be turned out 
for worthier men to come into their places ; fince 
perhaps it will be neceflary to make fome changes^ 
that the public bufinefs of the nation may go on : 
or, laflly, ftockjobbcrs^ who induflrioufly fpread 
fiich reports, that actions may fall,, and their friends 
buy to advantage. 

Yet thefe hopes, thus freely exprefTed, as they 
are more fincere, fo they are more- fupportable^ . 
than when they appear under the difguifc and prer 
lence oi fears. Some of thefe gentlemen are em- 
ployed to fliake their heads in proper companies ^ 
to doubt where all this will end ; to be in mighty 
pain for the nation ; to ihew how impoffible it is^ 
that the public credit can be fupported ; to pray 
that all may do ^vell in whatever hands ; but very 
much to doubt that the pretender is at the bottom^ . 
I know not any thing fo nearly- refembling this h^ 
haviour, as wluit I have often feea among tlic 
friends of a fick man,, whofe interefl it is that he 
ihould die. The phyficiana protcfl they fee no 
danger, the fymptoms are good, the medicines an?* 
fwcr expectation ; yet ftill they arc not to be com** 
fbrted ; they whifper, he is a gone man, it is not 

poffible he Ihould hold out ; he hath pcrfeft death 

Vfei his face ; they never liked his doAor. At lafl, 
m- ' the 
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the patient rccoversi and tlicijr joy U as falfe as. their 
grief*. 

I- believe there is no man (6 (anguincy ifho did. 
not apprehend fome ill-confequences from the late, 
change ; tliQUgb npt in any proportion to the good, 
ones : but.it is manifeft, the former have proved, 
much fewer and lighter than were expefted, cither 
at home or abroad, by the fears of our friends, or- 
^e hopes of our enemies, 'fhofe remedies that. 
fiir the humours in a difeafcd body, are at firib 
more painful than the malady itfcif ; yet certain/ 
death is the confequence of deferring them toOi 
long. AAions have fallen, and the loans are faid 
to come in flowly. But bciides that,, fomctbing o£ 
this muft have been whether there had been any 
change or no : beiidcs that the furprife of every: 
change, for the better as well as the worfe, is apt? 
to afleA credit for a while ; there is a farther rea>- 
A)n, which is plain and fcandalous^ When the late- 
party was at the helm, thofe who were called the. 
TorUSf, never put their refentments in balance with 
the fafety of the nation : but chearfuUy contribut«- 
ed to the common caufe ^ now the fccne is chang*. 
cd, the fallen party feems to a£t from very differ* 
ent motives ; they have given the luord about ; they< 
will keep their money, and be paflive ;. and in this, 
point ftand upon the fame foot with Papijh and 
Nonjurors, What would have become of the pub* 
lie, if the prefent great majority had a£tcd thus. 
during the late adminiftration, before the others, 
were mafters of that wealth thc7 have fqucezed out 
of the landed men, and with the ftrength of which< 
they would now hold the kingdom at defiance ? 

'rhus much I have thought to fay, without point?- 
ing rcfleAions upon any particular pcrfon, which I 
have hitherto but fparingly done, and that only to- 
wards thofe whofe charaAers are too profligate,, 
that the managing of them fliould be ot atv^ cotl-^ 
ftquenee. Bchdes, as it b a talent 1 ^im tkox. tcaxx^- 
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tally fond of; fo, in the fubjedU I treat it is gene-' 
rally needlefs. If I difplay the effects of avarice 
and ambition, of bribery and corruption, of grofs 
tmrnorality and irreligion ; thofe who are the fcaft 
converfant in things, will cafily know where to ajK 
ply them. Not that I lay any weight! upon the ob-* 
jfe6lions of fuch who charge me with this proceed'^ 
ing : it is notorious enough, that the writfers of the- 
other fide were the firft agreflbrs. Not to mention 
iheir fcurrilous libels, many years ago, direftiy k- 
veiled at particular perfons j how many papers do^ 
now come out every week, full of rude inveftives 
againft the prefent miniftry, with the firft and laft 
letters of their names to prevent miftakes ? It is^ 
good fometimes to let thefe people fee, that, we 
neither want fpirit nor materials to retaliate ; and 
therefore, in this point alon^^ 1 fhall follow theirs 
example, whenever I find myfelf fufficiently pro- 
iioked ; only with ' one addition, that whatever 
charges I bring, either general or particular, fhalt 
be religiouily true, founded either upon avowed' 
fefts, which none can deny, or fuch as I can prove 
fron* my own knowledge. 

- Being refolved publicly to confefs any miftakes I 
have been guilty of, I do hereby humbly defire the 
reader's pardon for one of mighty importance, a- 
bout a fa6l in one of my papers, faid to be done in 
the cathedral of Gkxucefter. A whole hydra of 
errors in two words ! For, as I am fince informed, . 
it was neither in the cathedral, nor city, nor coun* 
ty of Gloucefter, but fome other church of that 
eiocefe. If I had ever met any other objeftion of • 
equal weight, although from the meancft hands> I' 
flwuld certainly have anfwcred k. 
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No 25. Tbtirfday, Jamjarjr 25, 1710. 

Smtmiffa juadam voce collccuti funt^ tiuorum fummB 
erat de dominatidne ftbi confirmanaa^ ac inimiclt 
deUndiSf ccnjuratic, 

I^OT many days ago I obfcrvcd a knot of •difcooi' 
'^^ tented gentlemen^ cuHing the Torigi to hell for 
their unchoritablcnefs in affirming, that, if tlie late 
miniftr^ had continued to thii time, vrc fbcnild have 
had neither church nor monarchy left. They are 
ufually fo candid, as to call that \ht opinion of the 
party^ which they hear in a coffee'faoufey or over a 
bottle, from fome warm young people, whom it is 
odds but they have provoked to fav more than.they 
believed, by fome portions as abiurd and ridicu* 
lous of their owti< And To improved in this very 
inftance i fbr^ afldug one of thef(r gentlemen wlutt 
it was that provokecT thofe he had been difputing 
with, to advance fuch a paradox ; he afTurcd me 
in a very calm manner; it was nothing in the worlU 
but that himfclf and fome others of the company 
had made it appear, that the defign of the prefcnt 
parliament and miniftry was to bring in Popery^ an- 
bitrary power^ and the pretender \ which! take to 
be an opinion £fty times more improbable, as wdl 
as more uncharitable, than what is charged upon 
the Whigs : becaufe I defy our adverfaries to v^o« 
(luce one fingle vctSon for Aifpefting (ucVi t\t&%t^ 
in th^ per£>n$ now u the helm ; ^whctc^ \ cvx« 
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^pbh demand, produce twenty to fhew, that fome 
late men had ftrong views towards a commonwealth^ 
&hd the alteration of the church. 

It is natural indeed, when a ftorm is over, that 
hath only untiled our houfcs and blown down 
Tome of our chimneys, to confider wh^t farther 
mifchiefs might have enfued, if it had lafted long- 
er. However, in the pirefent cafe I am hot of t& 
opinion above mentioned; I believe the church 
and ftate might [have lafted fomewhat longer j al- 
though the late enemies to both had done their 
worft. I can hardly, conceive, liow things would 
liave been foon ripe for a "new revolution. I, am 
convinced, that if they had ofered to make fuch 
large and fudden ftrides, it muft have come to 
'blows ; and, according to the computation we have 
now reaibn to think a right one, I can partly guefs 
what would have been the iflue. Befides, we are 
fure the Queen would have interpofed, before they 
qame to extremities ; and as little as they regarded 
*the regal authority, would have been a check iti 
their career. 

But, inilead of this queftion, ^hat would havfe 
heen the confequence, if the late miniftry had con^ 
tinned ? 1 will propofe another, which T^illbe more 
tafcful for us to confidex* ; and that is, What tve may 
reafonably expeSi they will do', if ei)er they came into 
power again ? This, we know, is the defign and 
Tcndeavour of all thofe fcribblers which daily fly a- 
t)out in their favour ; of all th^ fiilfe, infolent, and 
fcandalous libels againft the prefent adminiftration ; 
aiid of all thofe engines fet at work to fink the ad^ 
iionSy arid blow up the public credit; As for thofe 
who Ihew their inclinations by writing, iliere is one 
confideration, which I wonder doth not fometim^ 
affeft them : for how can they forbear having a 
good opinion of the geiltlenels and innocehce ctf 
. thofe who permit them to employ their pens as they 
Moi It puts me in mind of anm&lttkX., ^Y^igavatical 
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orator fomewhere in Greece, who, railing with 
great freedom at the chief men in the ftate, was 
anfwered by one who had been very inftrumental 
in recovering the liberty of the city, that he thanked 
the gods, they had tiow arrived to the condition he al' 
luays ^ijbed them in, whm every man m that city 
might fecurely (ay what hepLafed, 1 wifli thefe gen- 
tlemen would however compare the liberty they 
take, with what their mafters ufed to give ; hov^ 
many meflengers and warrants would have gone 
out againft any, who durft have opened their lips, 
or drawn their pens, againft the perfons and pro- 
ceedings of their juntos *and cabals f How would 
their weekly writers have been calling out for prO'- 
fecution and punijbment ? We remember, when a 
poor nickname *, borrowed from an old play of 
Ben Johnfon, and mentioned in a fermon-without 
any pai-ticular application, was made ufc of as a 
motive to fpur on an impeachment. But after all 
it muft be confefled, they had reafons to be thuJ 
fevere, which their fucceflbrs have not : Their 
faults would never endure the light ; and to have 
expofed them fooner, would have raifed the king- 
dom againft the adlors, before the proper time. 

.^ut to come to the fubjeft I have now underta- 
ken, which is to examine what the confequcnces 
would be, upon fuppofition that the Whigs were 
now reftored.to their power : I already imagine the 
prefent free parliament diffolved, and another of a 
different epithet met by the force of money and 
management. I read immediately a dozen or two 
ftinging votes againft die proceedings of the late 
miniftry. The bill f now to be repealed would 
then:be re<rena£t^d; and the birth-right of an Eng^. 
lifhman reduced again to the value of twelve pence* 
But to ^iye the reader a ftronger imaginatioA of 

* Volpone wai a nickname given'to Locd TceaCusu <3;^^c\<^\i^« 
•f- A bill for a genera) naturalization, .\% 

VoL.J/I. C ^-wQi 
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fticly se fce««, fet me repjrefcnt th€ defigns of fdm^r 
men, lately endeavouredi and ppojeiftcd, m the 
iona o£ a paper of votes* 

** That a bill be brotight in for repealing the/^^ 
**- cramentalieft^ 

^ A netitibn of Tindal, GoUins, Clendon^ 
•''Coward, and Toland, in beh^f of thertifdve^ 
•'••and many hundr^s of their difciples^ fome of 
'.* whom are members of this honourable houfe; 
••^ defiring that leave may bc^ given to bring in a bill 
*• for qualifying Atheifts^ Deifls, and Secimans to 
^*^ fcrve their country in any employment, ecclefia* 
^ fticai, civily or military. 
" Ordirfdy 

♦'-That leave be given to bring in a bill accor- 
** dingp to the prayeif of the faid petition ; an4l 
**"th»t Mr, Lechmere * do prepare aad bring vft 
•*' the famcrf 
*• Orditedi 

** That a; bill be b^ou^t. In for removmg the 
^*' education of^youdk out of d^e hands of the cler-> 

'' gy. 

** Another to forbid^ the dtergj?" preaching c«r- 
'^ tain duties in reUgion; efpecia^ly obediena t4 
*^' prince I, 

"'Another to take away the jtirifiii^Vkm of bi-^ 
^ fhopSi 

*• A:n«>ther for conftituixng a gcn€Pal\/3rr life ; 
•** with inftlruftionS' to the committee, that care 
^' may be takciv to make the warlai^ as long, as tho 
^* life of the faid general. 

: *' A'bifl of attainder agaaaft James Duke of Or^ 
** mond; Johft Duke of Buckiaham, Laurence 
1[r>BarLo£:Rochi^er^ Sii* Shno&Harcimrt, Kntv 

^ Mri LvckitfciV'was-one of the msnagers againft Dn Sacfacverel, 
0Md lammed vp the eyidence,' 



>' Aobcnt Hmkff suvi WtHiam Shippen^ T,fqoxix^, 
**^ iM[)ig»} M^ikam» ilpi^or^. and odners^, for high 
^' j|i?eaioo -agfunft the /inr^. 

<^ JiMiear,* or the tt^o^A oi it ^% smiiuAi^ 
-^ fir; W^d»ttU]iriiiidjdyiceiP»shighciwi^ 

^ Qgcifts hill the a4iiiri2/fr«rais iokly.ia th^.^ 

^ OrdMdy 
^ That a hitt iie /fcrsqght w ftir £rther iioiithc 
^ Jhe prcro|;ilifr« 

** 1^^ kk9ateMKag>mi(v#f'tib»i^ 
-^ At merh ^f ^WUoiv hs ott ^etcrnmcd Igr the 
'^ iMimber of ftoiciBf* or right -of cteAory, iruc kff 
^ imight ; and th«t one tf'^ ibaU v«i£^ dtmn 
'^ tea Tifirf . 

^ ^t, that whctt a fmg is dctiK^eil of imw&n 
^ hrihiery, and his compcthour, being a Tory, hafh 
^ tfinto ooe a majority, tbere fliaU be a jiew «kc- 
:^ turn ; it pafled in the negative. 
'♦ Rffjolvedy 
" That for a King or Qgeen of Ais realm <i>. 
-'< read or es;aminie a paper brought «hem to be 
<< figoed by a /V12/.9 minifter^ is arbitrary and il}«- 
^^ gal, aod a yiolation of the liberties o| tbf peo* 
'* pie. 

Thefcj and the like reformations, -wov^Xi. vcv ^\ 
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probability be the firft fruits of the IFhigs refurrec- 
4ion ; and what ftruftures fuch able artitls might 
in a fhort time build upon fuch foundations, I 
leave others to conjeftiire. All hopes of a peace 
cut off; the nation induftrioufly involved in farther 
debts, to a degree that none would dare undertake 
the management of afiairs, but thofe whofe intereft 
lay in ruining the conflicution. I do not fee;, how 
-the wifeft prince under fuch neceffities could be a« 
Me to extricate himfelf • Then as to the church ; 
-the biihops would by degrees be difmified, firft from 
the parliament, next from their revenues, and at 
laft from their office ; and the clergy, ihftead of 
their idle claim of independency on the ftate, would 
be forced to depend for their daily bread on every 
individuaL But wha4 fyftem of future government 
was defigned; whether it were already digefted^ or 
would have been left for time and incidents 
to mature, X fha& not aow examine. Ckily upon 
this occafion I cannot help reflecting on a fad^, 
which it is probable the reader knows as well as 
'myfelf. There was a pi^re drawn fome time ago, 
reprefenting five perfons as large as the life, fitting 
in council together, like a pentarchy ; a void fpace 
iwas left for a fixth, which was to have been the 
Queen, to whom they intended that . honour : hxit 
her Majefty having fince'fatien under their difplea- 
fure, they have made a fhift to croud in two better 
friendsy in her place, which makes it a complete 
heptarchy *• This piece is now in the country, re- 
ferved until better times ; and hangs in a hail a- 
mong the piftures of Cromwell, Bradfhaw, Ire- 
ton, and fome other predeceflbrs^ 

I muft now.defire leave to fay fomething to a 

gendeman, who hath been pleafed to publifli a dif- 

• courfe againft a paper of mine relating to the con- 

• This heptarchy was the fcrpcot with fevcn heads, mentioned ia 
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vocation. He promifeth to " fet me right without 
'^ any undue refledtions, or indecent language.'* I 
fijppofe he means, in comparifon with others, who 
pretend to anfwer the Examiner. So far he is right; 
bat if he thinks he hath behaved himfelf as becomes 
k candid antagonift, I believe he is miftaken. He 
fays in his title-page, my reprefentations are unfair^ 
and my refledfions unjuft : and his conclufion is yet 
more fcvere ; where he ** doubts I and my friends 
'* are enraged again ft the Dutch, becaufe they prc- 
** ferved us from Popery and arbitrary power at 
*' the revolution ; and fince that time from being 
** over-run by the exorbitant power of France and 
** becoming a prey to the Pretender." Becaufe 
this author feems in general to write with an honeft 
meaning, I would fenouily put to him the queftion, 
whether he thinks, ** I and my friends are for 
** Popery, arbitrary power, France, and the pre-^ 
*' tender ?" I omit other inftances of fmaller mo- 
ment, which however do not fuit in my opinion 
with due njle^ion, or decent language. The fadt re- 
lating to the convocation came from a good hand ; 
and I do not find this author differs from me in any 
material circumftance about it. My refleftions 
were no more, than what might be obvious to any 
other gendeman, who had heard of their late pro- 
ceedings, ff the notion be right, which this author 
gives us of a lower houfe of convocation ; it is a 
very melancholy one, and to me feems utterly in- 
coiiiftent with that of a body of men whom he 
owns to have a negative : and thercjfore, fince a 
great majority of the clergy differ from him in fe- 
veral points he advances, I fhall rather chufe to be 
of their opinion than his. I fancy, when the 
whole fynod met in one hmfe, as this writer affirms, 
they were upon a better foot with their bifhops ; 
and' therefore, whether this treatment, fo extreme* 
ly de haul en has, iince their excl\xfiOTv\)^ ^xjix-aS^e. \.^ 
primitive (^ja&om or primitive hiuniiitv to^^xda^^sstg 
C3 «« 
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power, and hugging yourfelf in a corner witli 
mightjr fatisfa&ion for what you have done. 
* It is quite otherwife with us, who engage as vo- 
lunteers in the fervice of a flourifhing miniftry, in 
full credit with the Queen, and beloved by the peo- 
ple ; bccaufe they have no finifter ends or danger- 
ous defigns ; but purfue with fteadinefs and refolu- 
tion the tru/2 intereft of both. Upon which account 
they little want, or defire, our aiEftance ; and we 
tnay write tiU the world is weary of reading, with- 
out having our pretences allov^ ed either ta a piace, - 
or a penjion : befides, we are refufed the common 
benefit of the party J to have our works cried up of 
courfe ; the readers of our fide being as ungentle, 
and hard to plcafe, as if we writ againft them : and 
our papev8 never make their way in the world, but 
barely in- proportion to their merit; The defign 
of their labours, who write on the conquered fide, 
is likewile of greater importance than ours : They 
are. like cqrdials for dying men. which muft be re-^ 
peated ; whereas ours are, in the fcripture-phrafe; 
but me it for babes V at leaft, all I can pretend, is to 
iindeceive the ignorant, and thofe at a diftance ; 
but their talk is to keep up the finking fpirits of 2 
whole party. ) 

After fuch reflections, I cannot be angry with 
thofe gentlemen for perpetually writing againfi: mt\ 
it fumiihes them largely with topics ; and is befides 
their proper bufincfs : neither is it aflPeftation, or 
•altogether yc(;r/z, that I do not reply. But as things 
arc, we both aft fuitable to our feveral provinces : 
;inine is by laying open fome corruptions in the late 
madagement, to fet thofe who are ignorant, right 
in their opinions of perfons and things : it is theirs 
to cover with fig-leaves all the faults of their 
friends, as well as they can. When I have produ- 
ced my fafts, and offered my arguments, I have 
^MOthing farther to advance ; it is their office to de- 
*■& and dilproYC ; wd thea Ut tkc 'woiV^ d^ddt^. 
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If /were as tkey, my chief endeavour fhonld ccrtainljr 
be to batter down the Examiner : therefore I cannot 
but approve their deiign. Befides, they have indeed 
another reafon for barking incefTantly at this pa- 
per : they have in their prints openly taxed a moft 
ingenious perfon^ as author of it ; one who is in 
great, and very deferved, reputation with the 
world, both on account of his poetical works, and 
his talents for public bufineis. They were wife e- 
Hough to confider, what a fanAion it would give 
their performances, to faH under the animadveriion 
of luch a pen ; and therefore ufed all the forms of 
provocation commonly praftifed by little obfcurc 
pedants, who are fond c^ diftinguiming thcmfelves 
by the fame of an adverfary. So nice a tafte have 
thefe judicious critics in pretending to difcover an 
author by his ftyle and manner of thinking ! not to 
mention the juftice and candour of exhaufting all 
the ftale topics of fcurrility in reviling a paper, and 
then flinging at a venture the whole load upon one 
who is entirely innocent; and whoie greateft fault 
perhaps is too much gentlenefs towards a party, 
from whofe leaden he hath received quite contrary 
treatment. ... 

The concern I have for the eafe and' reputation 
ef fo dcferving a gentleman, hath at length forced 
me, much againft my intereft and inclination, to 
let thefe angry people know, who is mt the authot 
of the Examiner, For I obferved the opinion be*^ 
gan to fpread; and I chofe rather to facrifice th« 
honour I received by it, than let the injudicioui 
people iniitle him to a perforHiance, that perhaps 
he might have realbn to be afliamed'of: ftill faith* 
fully promifing never to difturb thofe worthy advo* 
cates ; but fuffer them in quiet to roar on at the 
Examiner, if they or their party find any eafe in it ; 
•as phyficiansfay there is to peoplt^ in torment, fuch 
as men in the gout, or women in labovir . 

Howcv^r^ I mvA acknowledge m^UTA \w^^^.^^ 
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^ them £0^ one hint, which I ihall now purfue, 
jsJxhough in a diffident msuiaer-. Since the fall of 
jthe late .miniibry I have feen many papers filled with 
j^eir.encp^i>^UQas; Icooceive^ in imitation pf thoie 
nrho write the i^vcs of ifampus iqen, where after 
/dieir 4e^th3 jm^e^tely fo^ow •their characters. 
W'^^ l^^yr ^ S^f^Of vjirt^es th^s 4e^t ^^ randcM^^i 
j| thoi^gt^t (he .wpQ^f )^^ ^^ ^VLng the;ir PficnoB^ jUl^ 
JioUnt/ruff jn^Q fihat to }^ df^^ma^^ ^sS^vu^tfi^^- 
£^, % iifijuj^ ^p4 thek ^)ep4s. Their GraiS^ 
^ew Lih^raJity ^xhd Cratitudf; Fi^via, fiumtity 

ffihixs, L(^alty ijo hl^ pnxKe ; Cirm?, '^w^ ^ 4^ 
0Witry ifn^canfiitfitk/i ; an^fo of tbe.i}eftv pr^ ^ 
o^jit thi^ fLitegOiFy, Ihay£ ^fteo C^esifyflaipti^e whojhp 
JK^ ^ 4ift»r4f d ftfttefeen ,^kh»te4 fey thjeir jp^ir 
l?iqi^is-hirefoi®sf ipr th^f^ very qjuajitjes vhif:^ t^cii: 
Jl4nure3>$ <^9e4' they chiefly w^nte^^ PjLd ith^ 
^r^^i p^ pji^apd loctc vp ^cif viftufis yrhen thsj 
c^uioe ii^tp^employxoeot ; and l^kve t1^ now re^hfOr 
^ then^ &fkcc their dUioifj^ns ? If they wore tbyem, 
f |UQ Aire it wa$ un<kr the^r gr^atne/s, apd withoi^ 

%nfluen' e. 

A Qu«: why ihp^hl pQjt t^c pr^reQt zniniftiy find a 
1^9 to praifi? tb^jni ^s |¥eU ^ the laft? Thi/s i^ 
Wh^ I fli^U no\y updl^rta^e; and ijt may. be mor^ 
ipp^ntial in zj^e^ fipi^ wbpgi they ]iave deferved fp 
li^^le. I hay^^ if khput b^ing called, ferved thdjni 
'Mk a year in qu^jty ptcbdrnpion ; and, by help of 
the Queen, apd a n^ajority of nine in t^< of the 
l^ingdotn, have been able to pcoteft them againft ^ 
routed c^bal of hated poUtiansy with a dozen of 
fcribbiers at jh^sir head • Yet fo far have they been 
^ip rewarding me iuitable to my deferts, that to 
(hi^day they, never fo much as fent to the printer 
to enquire who I wa^ ; although I have known a 
time and miniftry, where a perfon of half my merit 
" Mf^^n^on wpwW haye hd4 6ftypromJJes ; 



airkiry^ in tfkem^lHl^ ^saie, ^ pihfiki^* fettfed otf hitti'^ 
trhefeof \ht fifft qvdrtef Jh&utd be htnefiif paii:, 
Therefore, my rtfentments fliall fo far pi*evail,* 
tdiat in praifing thofe who are no^ at thehead of 
affairs-, I fliall at the fame time take notice <Jf theii* 
defefts. Was any man more eminent in his pro- 
feflion than the pfeffent Lord Keeper *' or more? 
diftinguifhed by hi* eloquence and great abilities inf 
the Honfe of Coiftihons ? And will not his enemies 
s^Uow him to be fally equal to the great ftatlon h^ 
now adorns ? But then it muft be granted, th=at h^ 
IS' wholly ignorttrtt in the fpeculative, as welt as 
^raAical part of polygamy ; he knows n6t Row td 
metamorphofe a" fob^ mdn into a lunatic: tic isno 
freefiink&ri^reli^afkf norhftth couilage to bfe pa^ 
iron of an atheidical book, -^hile he is geiardian of 
the' Que>en'» <idnffd^nce. Although aftef all, td 
^a^ my'i^ritafe' ojnnkli^ I canrtot think thefe • 
tuch might^ <A3$^sdJoiiiB» tcy his chara^lcfr, as fornix 
would pretend. 

The perfon w)i5 ribW pfeiid^ at the c6uncil f, 
fe dcfcendetf - fk'dmti grcsit a^d "hbrtourablc father, 
not frmthi dngS* offh't fevpte ; he WftS' at the head 
of the tiPdlEftifiy (otae y^irs, artd rather chbft td 
cttrieh* bl$' pi4ib€« than hittrfelf. In the height of 
favour antf' ci^dit, ht ik^t^ifiei^' the gi'e^^ft' em- 
f4oymeftit in the kiinrgdbiift to his cehjeienie ^d ho^ 
nmir \ he hatH alWa;f s beto* fifift in Ms loyalty and 
-jfcligioxJ, zealous^ for fupforiing th\^ prerogative of 
the crown, aftd prefervin^ ^t liberties of thii 
people. But then hfe beft- tr^^ndis mteft own, that 
he is neither Deifii^otSoehiian^', he hatU iiev^r coh- 
▼eifed with Tolartd: td opett^ and^ enlarge his 
AoUghts^-aBd <lifpd^ the- pi^ijudfeesfof education * 

• Sir Sfrton- Hartouxt, afttrward« Cbrd'Htrconrt, was made Lcfi 
Keeper upon the refignation of Lord Chancellor G»<" ppr. 

t Laurence Hyde, late£?H6f Rochefttr^ ia the rodn of IiQi4 
Soflofers. 
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nor was he ever able to arrive at that perfection o^ 
gallantry, to ruin and imprifin the husband^ in order 
to keep the wife without difturbance^ 

The prefent Lord Steward • hath been always 
diftinguifhed for his wit and knowledge ; is of con- 
fummate wifdom and experience in affairs; hath 
continued conftant to the true intereft of the na- 
tion, which he efpoufed from the beginning ; and 
is every way qualified to fupport the dignity of his 
office ; but in point of oratory ^ muft give place to 
(lis predeceffor. 

The Duke of Shrewfbury f was highly inftru- 
xnental in bringing about the revolution^ in which 
fcrvice he freely expofed his life and fortune. He 
hath ever been the favourite of the nation, being 
ppflefled of all the amiable qualities that can ac- 
complifh a great man; but in the agreeablenefs 
and fragrancy of his perfon, ^and the profound- 
nefs of his politics, muft be allowed to fall very 
ihort of . 

Mr. Harley t had the honour of being chofbn 
Speaker fucccffively to three parliaments. He was 
the firft of late years, who ventured to reftore the 
iForgotten cuftom of trei^ting his prince with duty 
ajid r£fpeSl ; eaf/ and difengaged in private conver- 
fation with fuch a weight of aBuirsupon.his flioul- 
ders ; of great learning, and as great a &vourer 
and prote^or of it ; intrepid by nature, as well as 
by the confcioufnefs of his own integrity ; and a 
defpirer of money ; purfuing the true intereft of 
his prince and country againft all obftacles : faga- 
cious. to view into the remoteft confequences of 
things, by which aU difficulties fly before him; a 
£rm friend, aiid a* placable. enemy ; tf^crificinghis 

* The Duke of Buckiogham and Normanby, in the room of the 
Duke of Devonfhirc. 

\, Lord Chamberlain, in the room of the Marquis of Kent. 
} Chancellor of the ' Exchequer upon the removal oi Lrord Go- 
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jufteft refentments, not only to pubHc good, but to 
common intcrceffion and adcriowlcdgment. Yet 
with all thefe virtues, it muil be granted, there is 
fome mixture of liuman infirmity. His greateft 
admirers muft confefs his (kill at cards and dice- lb 
be very low and fuperficial; in horfcracing he is 
utterly ignorant j then to fave a few. millions to the 
public, ne never regards how many worthy citizens 
he hinders from making up their plumb *. And 
lurely there is one thing never to be forgiven him \ 
that he dcliglits to have his table filled with black 
coats y whom he ufeth as if they vrtxz gentlemen , 

My I^rd Dartmouth f is a man of letters, full 
•of good fenfe, good nature, and honour ; of ftrift 
virtue and regularity in his life 5 but labours vmdef 
one great defe^, that he treats his clerks with more 
civility and good manners > than others in his fta- 
tion have done the Queen. 

Omitting fome odiei-s, I lliall clofe this charaftef 
of the prei.ent minijlry with that of Mr. St. John:f> 
who, from his youth, applying thofe admirable ta- 
lents of nature and improvements of art to public 
hufinefs, grew eminent in court aftd parliament, at 
an age when the generality of mankind is employ- 
icd in trifles and folly. It is to be lamented, that 
he hath not yet procured himfelf a hiifyy important 
countenance I nor learned that ptofolmd part of 
wililom, to be dijicult ofaccefs. Bcfides, he hath 
clearly miftaken the true tife of hooks, which he 
hath" thumbed and fpoilcd with reading, when he 
ought to have multiplied them on his flielves ; not 
like a great man of my acqiraintance, who knew a 
book hy tteback better than a friend by the face; 

^A cant word in England ior 100,000 1. 
f He fucccedcd the Eail of Sunc'crlard as Sccrc»ary of State. 
X Sccrt^ry of State in the room of Mr. Henry Boylc, He wa& 
<llerwards creatcti Lord VifcoUnt &oHr.gbroke« 

Vol. IJI. D s^xJqssnx^ 
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although he had never converfed with the £ormejr« 
and often with the latter. 
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Caput eft in omni prccuratione nogotiLet muneris puh- 
ltd J ut avariti^e pellatur etiam minima fitfpicio* 

nPHere is no vice which mankind carries to fuch 
•*■ wild extremes as that of avarice, Thofe two 
which feem to rival it in this point, are luft and 
ambition ; but the former is checked by dijEcul- 
ties and difeafes, deftroys itfelf by its own purfuits, 
and ufually declines with old age ; and the latter 
requiring courage, conduft, and fortune in a 
higher degree, .and meeting widi a thoufand dan- 
gers and oppofitions, fucceeds too feldom in an 
age to fall under common obfervation. Or, ava- 
rice is perhaps the fame paffion with ambition ; on- 
ly placed in more ignoble and daftardly minds, by 
which the objedt is changed from power to money^ 
Or it may be that one man purfiies power in order 
to wealth ; and anotlier wealth in order to power ; 
which laft is the fafcr way, although longer about ; 
and, fuiting with every period, as well as condition 
of life, is more genersJly followed. 

However it be, the extremes of this pajBion are 
certainly more frequent than of any other ; and 
often to a degree fo abfurd and ridiculous, that if 
it were not for their frequency, they could hardly 
obtain belief. Theftage^ which carries other fol- 
lies and vices beyond nature and probability, falls 
vciy fhort in the reprcfentations of avarice ; nor 
are there any extravagancies in this kind defcribed 
atfcient or modern comedies, which are not 
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outdone by an hundred inftances, commonly told - 
among ourfelves. 

I am ready to conclude from hence, that a vice' 
which keeps lb firm a hold upon human nature,attd' 
governs it with fo unlimited a tyranny, fince it can- 
not wholly be eradicated ought at leaft to be con- 
fined to particular objects; to thrift and penury, 
to private fraud and extortion, and never iufFered 
fo prey upon the ptiblic ; and ftiould certainly be 
rejected as the moft im qualifying circumftancc for 
any employmem, where bribery and corruption can 
poflibly enter. 

If the mifchiefs of this vice in a public ftation- 
were confined to enriching only thofe particular 
perfons employed^ the evil would be more fup- 
portabk ; but it is nfually quite otherwife. Whpn 
a ^tfxiwirt/ defrauds his lorcfy he muft connive at the 
re/i of the feri/antSy while they are following the 
fame praftlce in their feveral fphercs ) fo that, in 
feme families- you may obferve a fubordination of 
flaves in a link downards to the very helper in the 
ftables, all cheating by concert,- and with impu- 
nity. And even if this were all, perhaps the ma- 
tter could bear it without being undone ; but it (b 
happens, that for every fliilling the fervant gets by 
his iniquity, the mafter lofeth twenty ; the perqui- 
fites of fervants being but fmall comgofitions for 
fuffering fhopkeepers to bring in what bills they 
pleafe. It is exactly the fame thing in a ftate : an 
avaricious man in office is in confederacy with the 
whole clan of his diftrift, or dependence ; which, 
in modem terms of art is called to live and let live*, 
and yet their gains are the fmalleft part of the pub- 
lic's lofs. Give a guinea to a knavifli land-waiter^ 
and he iliall connive at the merchant for cheating 
the Queen of an hundred. A brewer gives a bribe 
to have the privilege of felling drink to the navy ; 
but the fraud is an hundred times greater \ii?iti ^icka' 
bribe^ and the public is at the whole lofe, 
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Moralifts make two kinds of avarice ; that o£ 
Catiline, alieniappetensj fvi pTofufu5\ and the other 
raore generally unerftood by tliat name,, which is 
the endlefs defire of hoarding. But I take the for- 
mer to be more dangerous iiv a ftate, becaufe it 
mingles with ambicition, whi.ch I think the latter 
cannot ; for although the feme breaft may be cap- 
able of admitting both, it is not able to cultivate 
them ; and where tlie love of heaping wealth pre- 
vails, there is not, in my opinion, much. to be ap- 
prehended from ambition. The dilgrace of that 
fordid vice is fooner apt to fpread than any other; 
and is always attended with the hatred and fcorn of 
the people : fo that whenever thofe two paflions. 
happen to meet in the fame fubjjeft,. it is not un- 
likely that Providence hath placed avarice to be a 
check upon ambition ; and I have reafon to think,. 
fome great minifigrs ofjiate have been of my opi- 
nion. 

The divine authority of holy writ, the precepts of 
philofophers, the laihes and ridicule of fatirical 
^ poets, have been all employed in exploding this in- 
fatiable thirft of money ; and all equally controlled 
by the daily praftice of mankind. Nothing now 
remains to be faid upon the occafion ; and if there 
did, I muft remember n>y charafter, that I am an 
examiner only and not a reformer. 

However, in thofe cafes where the frailties of 
particular meti do nearly afie£l the public welfare, 
fuch as a prime minifter of ftate, or a great general 
of an army ; methinks there fliould be fome expe- 
dient contrived tolet them know impartially, what 
IS the world *s opinion in the point. Encompaffed 
with a croud of depending flatterers, they are many 
degrees blinder to their own faults, than the com- 
mon infirmities of human nature can plead in their 
excufe. Advice dares not to be offered, or is 
jriioUy loft, or returned with hatred ; and what- 
^^^t appears in public againft theu: prevailing vice„ 
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goes for nothing ; being either not applied, or paf • 
ling only for libel and flander, proceeding from the 
malice and envy of party. 

I have fometimes thought, that if I had lived at 
Rome in the time of the firft triumvirate, I ihould 
have been tempted to write a letter, as from an 
unknown hand, to tliofe three great men who liad 
then ufurped the fovereign power; wherein 1 would 
freely and fincerely tell each of them that fault 
which I conceived was moft odious, and of worft 
con/equence to the commonwealth. That to Craf- 
fus fliouldhave been fent to him after his conquefts 
in Mefopotamia, and in the following terms. 

•* To Marcus Crassus, health. 

^ TF you- apply, as you ought, what I now write,* 
•* •*■ you will be more obliged to me than to all the 
" world, hardly excepting your parents or your 
'* country. I intend to tell you, without difguife 
*' or prejudice, the opinion which the world hath 
" entertained of you ; and to let you fee, I write 
** this without any fort of ill-will, you Ihall firft 
** hear the fentimcnts they have to your advan- 
** tage. No n^an difputes the gracefulneis of your 
** perfon , you are allowed to have . a good and 
•* clear underftanding, cultivated by the know-^ 
*' ledge of men and manners, although not by li- 
** terature ; you are no ill orator in the fenate ; - 
** you are laid to«xceLin the art of bridling and 
** fubduing your anger, and ftifling.or concealing 
** your refentments 5 you. have been. a moft fuc- 
•* cefsful general. .of long. experience^, great con- 
** dvL&:; . aBd much perfonal courage ; you have 
V gained many important viftories for the com- 
** monweakh, and forced the ftrongeft towns in 
•* Mefopotamia to furirei^desr, for which fi cqnent 
** fupplications hiave been decreed by the lcti^.tc, . 
'* Yet with ail thcfc ^xxalitics, au4;ib^ T^iwvx, 'qn^ 
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** me leave to fay, you are neither beloved by the 
*• patricians nor plebeians zt home, norbytheoffi- 
** cers or private foldiers of your own army a- 
'* broad. And do you know, Craflus, that this is 
•' owing to a fault, of which you may cui'e your- 
•* felf hj one minute's refleftion ? What fliall 1 
" fay ? You are the richeft perfonia the common- 
** wealth ; you have no male child : your daugh- 
" ters are all married to wealthy patricians ; you 
^* are ftir in the decline of life, and yet you are 
** deeply ftained with that odious and ignoble vice 
^ of covet&ufnefs . It is affirmed, that you delcend 
** even to the meaneft and moft fcandalous degree* 
** of it ; and while you poffefs fo many milHons, 
** while you are daily acquiring fo many more, you 
** arefolicitous how to fave 2i^\n^tfefterce ; of which 
** an hundred ignominious inftances are produced, 
** and m all mens mouths. I will only mention 
•* that paffage of the bujkins *, which, after abun- 
** dance of perfuafion, you would hardly ftifFer to 
" be cut from your legs, when they were fo wet 
" and cold, that to have kept them on would have 
** endangered your life. 

" Inftead of ufing the common arguments to 
^* difluade you from this weaknefs, I will endea- 
** vour to convince, that you are really guilty of 
** it ; and leave the cure to your own good fenfe. 
** for perhaps you are not yet perfuaded that this 
" is your crime; you have probably never yet 
** been repix>ached for it to your face ; and what 
" you are now told comes from one unknown, and 
** it may be from an enemy. You will allow your- 
'* felf inde.ed to be prudent in the management of 
" your fortune ; you arenot a prodigal^ like Clo* 
** dius, or Catiline; but furely that deferves not 
<* the name of avarice. I will inform you how to 
•♦ be convinced. Difguife your perfon^ go among 

• Wct-lbeJcintf, j -^ 
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'* the common people in Rome introduce difcour- 
•* fes about yourfelf, inquire your own character : 
^t do the fame in your camp ; walk about it in the 
•^ evening, hearken at every tent ; and if you do 
'* not hear every mouth cenfiiring, lamenting, 
" curfing this vice in you, and even you for thi* 
" vice, conclude yourfelf innocent. If you be not 
** yet perfuaded, fend for Atticus, Servius Sulpi- 
" cius, Cato, or Brutus ; they arc all your friends ; 
*' conjure them to tell you ingenuouily, which i» 
*^ your great fault, and which they would chiefly 
** wifli you to correft ; if they do not agree in their 
** verdiA, in the nanu rf ail the gods, you are ac- 
•• quitted. 

** When your adverfaries reflcft how far you arc 
*^ gone in this vice, they are tempted to talk as if 
*f we owed our fuccefles, not to your courage or 
** conduA, but to thofe veteran troops you com- 
'? mand ; who are able to conquer under any gene* 
•* ral, with fo many brave and experienced officers 
'^ to lead them. Bcildes, we know the confequen* 
*^ ces your avarice hath often occafioned. The 
*^ foldier hath been ftarving for bread, forrounded 
** with plenty, and in an enemy's country ; but all 
** under fafeguards and contributions ; which, if you 
** had fometimes pleafed to have exchanged for 
** proviJionSy might, at the expenfe of a few talents 
** in a campaign, have fo endeared you to the ar- 
** my, that they would have defired you to lead 
** them to the utmoft limits of Afia, But you ra- 
** ther chofe to confine your conquefts within the 
** fruitful country of Mefopotamia, where plenty 
*' of money might be raifcd. How far that fatal 
'* greedinefs of gold may have influenced you in 
" breaking oft' the treaty with the old Parthian 
** King Orodes, you beft can tell ; your enemies 
'* charge you with it ; your friends offer nothing 
** material in your defence > and all agree, there is 
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** nothing fo pernicious, which the extremes of a- 
**^ varice may not be able to infpire. 

** The moment you quit this vice, you will be a 
•* truly great man ; and ftill there will imperfec- 
** tions enough remain to convince us, you ai'c not 
'' zgod. FarewelL'* 

Perhaps a letter of this nature, fent to fo reafon- 
able a man as^ Craflus, might have put him upon^ 
examining into himfelf, and correcting that little 
fordid appetite fo utterly inconfiftent with all pre- 
tences to heroifm^ A youth in the heat of blood 
may plead> with, fome ikew of reafon, that he is 
not able to fubdue his lufts ; an ambitious man may 
life the fame arguments for his love of power, or 
perhaps other arguments to )uftify it: butexcefs' 
of avarice hath neither of thefe pleas to oflFer ; 
it is* not to be juftified', and cannot pretend temp- 
tation for cxcuiev Whence can the temptation* 
come ?-. Reafon difclaims it altogether ; and it can- 
not be faid to lodge^in the bloody or the animal fpi* 
rits. So that I conclude, ** no man of true va- 
*• lour, and true underftanding, upon whom this* 
*' vice hath ftolen unawares, when he is^convin^ 
«' ced he is guilty, will, fuffer^ it to remain in his* 
^ breaft anhouiv? 
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No 28^ Thurfday, February 15. ly/to. 

Jhultus ut tu rijeris Cotyiiia ? 
An anfirver to the letter to. the Examiner^ 

SIR, London, Feb. 15. 1710-11. 

A Lthough I Ixave wanted kifore to acknowledge 
*^^ the honour of a letter you was pleafed to write^ 
to me about fix months ago y jtx. I have been very 
careful in obeying fomc of yourcommaads^ and ank 
gomg on as iaft as. I can with the reft. I wifli yoit 
had thought fit to have conveyed them to me by 
a more private hand than that of the printing* 
houfe : for, although I was pleafed with a patteri> 
of ftyle and fpbit, which I propofed to imitate,, 
yet I was forry the world fhould be a witnels how^ 
far I fell ftiort in both. 

I am afraid you did not eonfider,. what an a« 
bundance of work you have cut out fojr me ; nei- 
ther am I at all comforted by the promtfe yoii 
are fo kind to make, that when ** I have per- 

*' formed my talk, D n ihall blufli in his. 

*• grave among the dead,. Walpole among the 
*' living, and even Volpone fiiall feel* Ibmc re- 
** morfe J' How the gendeman in his grave may 
have kept his countenance I cannot inform, you, 
having no acquaintance at all with the fexton : but 
for the other two, I take leave to affiir£ you, there 
have not yet appeared the leaft figns of blujhing oir 
remorfe in either, althoughy&w^ ver-j good o^^orXum- 
ties have offescd, if they had tliD\igi^U^x.Qk ^c^^x 
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diem : Co that, with your permiffion, I had rather 
eilgage to continue this work until they be in their 
graves too ; which I am fore will happen much 
fconer than the other. 

You defire I would collet *' fome of thofe in- 
*' dignities offered Lift year to her Majefty." I 
am ready to oblige you ; and have got a pretty to- 
lerable colleftion by me, which I am in doubt whe- 
ther to publifh by itfelf in a large volume in foiioy. 
or fcatter them here and there occaiionally in my 
papers. Although indeed I am fometimes think- 
ing to ftifle them altogether ; becaufe fuch a hifto- 
ry will be apt to give foreigners a monftrous opi- 
nion of our country. But fince it is your abfolute 
opinion, that the world fhould be informed; I 
will, with the firft occafion, pick out a few choice 
inftancesy and let them take their chance in the en- 
fuing papers. I have likewife in my cabinet, cei'— 
tain quires of paper, filled with fa^s of corrup- 
tion, mifmanagement, cowardice, treachery, ava-- 
rke, ambition, and the like ; with an alphabetical 
ti^ble, to fave trouble. And perhaps you will not 
wonder at the care I take to be fo well provided,,, 
when you coofider the vaft^ expcnft Flam at. I feed 
weekly two or three ivitjiarved writers, who have 
no other vifiWe fupport ; befides feveral others, 
who live upon my ofials. In fhort, I am like a* 
nurfe, who fuckles twins at one time, and hath, 
befides, one or two i^helps conftantly to draw her 
Breafts. 

I muft' needs confefs, (and it is with grief I 
{peak it), that I have been the innocent caul'e of a 
great circulation of dulnefs : at the. fame time F 
have often wondered, how^it hath eome to pafs, 
that thefc induftrious people, after poring fo con- 
ftandy upon the Examiner^ a paper writ with plain 
fcnfe, and in a tolerable ftyle, have made fo litde 
improvement. I am fure it would have fallen out 
gui'te athcrwiic witbume*. for by what I have feen 
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of their performances, (and I amcctdiUyinformfc 
ed they are all of a piece), if I had^perufed thena 
until now, I ihould have been fit for little, but to 
make an advocate in the fame caufe* 

You, Sir, perhaps will wonder, as moft others 
do, what end thefe angry folks propofe in writing 
perpetually, againft the Examiner : it is not to bc- 
^et a better opinion of the late miniftry, or with 
any hope to convince the world, that I am in the 
wrong in any one fadt I relate ; they know all that 
to be loft labour, and yet their deiign is important 
enough : they would fain provoke me, by all forta 
of methods within the length of their capacity, to 
anfwer their paper ; which would render mine 
wholly ufelefs to the public : for if it once came 
to rejoinder ao4 reply, we ihould be all upon a le- 
vel ; and then their work would be done. 

There is one gentleman * indeed, who hath writ^ 
ten three fmall pamphlets upon the management of 
the war, and the treaty of peace, Thefe I had in- 
tended to have beftowed a paper in examining ; and 
could eaiily have made it appear, that whatever he 
fays of truth, relates not at all to the evils we com- 
plain of, or controls one fyllable of what I have 
ever advanced. Nobody that I know of did ever 
'difpute the Duke of Marlborough's courage, con- 
duft, or fuccefs ; they have been always unquef- 
tionable, and will continue to be fo in fpite of the 
malice of his enemies, or, which is yet more, the 
tveaknefs of his advocates* The nation only wiihes 
to fee him taken out of ill hands, and put into bet- 
ter. But what is all this to the conduct of the late 
miniftry, the ftiamefal mifmanagemcnts in Spain, 
or the wrong fteps in the treaty of peace ; the fe- 
cret of which will not bear the light, and is, con- 
fequently, by this author very poorly defended ? 
Thefe, and many other things, I would have fhcNvn ; 

• Dr. Hajt> »ftermrd$ Bifficp of Chlcbc&cr. jfl 
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but, upoti -iecond thoughts, determined to hare, it 
done in a difcourfe by itfelf, rather than take up 
room here, and break into the defig^ of this paper, 
from whence I have refolved to baniih controverfy 
•as much as poflible. But the poftfcript to his third 
pamphlet was enough to difguft me from having 
any dealings at all with fuch a writer ; unlefs that 
part was left to fome footman he hath picked up a*- 
mong the boys 'who follow the camp, whofe cha- 
rafter it would fi>it much better than that of the 
fuppofed author : at leaft the foul language, the 
idle, impotent menaces, and the grofs perverting 
of an innocent expreffion in the fourth Examiner> 
joined to that refpeft I fliall ever have for the func* 
tion of a divine^ would incline me to believe fo. 
But when he turns off his footman^ and disclaims 
that poftfcript, I will tear it out, and fee how far 
•the rel^ defer ves to be confidered. 

But, Sir, I labour under a much greater difficul- 
ty, upon which I fhould be glad to hear your ad- 
vice. I am worried on one fide by the Whigs ^ for 
being too fiver e ; and by the Tories on the other, 
for being too gentle. I have ' formerly hinted a 
complaint of this ; but having lately received two 
peculiar letters, among many others, I thought no- 
thing could better reprefent my condition, or the 
opinion which the ivarm men on both fides have of 
my conduft, than to fend you a tranfcript of each. 
The former it exaftly in thefe words. 

To tlie EXAMINER. 

" Mr. Examineh, 

" By your continual refleftlng upon the conduft 
** of the late miniftry, and by your encomiums ofi 
** the prefent, it is as clear as the fun nt noon^day^ 
" that you are a jfefutt or Nonjuror, employed by 
*"' the friends of the pretender to endeavour to in- 
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*" troduce Popery^ and flavery, and arbitrary power^ 
** and to infringe the jacred aft for toleration of dif» 
** /enters. Now, Sir, lincc /A^ m^y? ingenious au^ 
" /A5/-J, who write weekly againft you, arc not able 
** to teach you better manners, I would have yon 
^' to know, that thofe great and excellent men, as 
*' low as you think them at prefent, do not want 
** friends that will take the firft proper occaiion to 
** cut your throaty as all fuch enemies to modera- 
*• tion ought to be ferved. It is well you have 
"•* cleared another perfon from being author of 
" your curfcd libels ; although, d — m me, perhaps 
** after all, thjit may be a bamboolle too. How- 
** ever, I hope we (hall foon ferret you .out, 
'* Therefore I advife you as a friend to let fall 
** your pen, and retire betimes ; for our patience 
** is now at an end. It is enough to lofe our power 
*' and employments, without fetting the whole na- 
** tion againil us. Conlidcr, three years is the 
*' life of a party ; d — m me, every dog hath his dfiy^ 
*' and it will be your turn next : therefore take 
*' warning, and learn to Jleep in a vjhole Jhin ; or, 
•' whenever we are upper moft, by G— d you fhall 
*' find no mercy.'* 

The otlier letter was In the following terms. 
To the EXAMINER, 

*' .S I R, 

" I am a country-member^ and conftantly fend 
^^ a dozen of your papers down to my eUHors. I 
•* have read them all, but I confcfs, not with the 
** fatisfadlion I cxpe^fled. It is plain you know a 
** great deal more than you Write : why will you 
** -not let us have it all out ? We arc told, that the 
" Queen hath been a long time treated NvvOa. vknScj* 
«' Icnce hy thofe jQxc iiath moft obliged^ "Btvj ^^'Os 

Vox. III. E *^ V 
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** let us have a few good ftories upon that head. 
** We have bjen cheated of fever al millions ; why 
^' will you not fet a mark on the knaves who arc 
** guilty, and fliew us what ways they took to rob 
** the public at fuch a rate ? Inform us, how we 
V came to be difappointed of peace about two years 
** ago. In fhort, turn the whole my fiery of ini- 
" quity infide out, that every body may have a view 
" of it. But above all, explain to us what was at 
*' the bottom of that fame impeachment ; I am fure 
** I never liked it ; for at that very time a dijfenting 
** preacher in our neighbourhood came often to 
. *' fee our parfon ; it could be for no good, for he 
** \«:ould walk about the barns and the ftables, and 
** defired to look into the church, as who Jhould 
** fay, Theje willjhortly be mine ; and we all believ- 
*' ed, he was then contriving .fome alterations a- 
*' gainft he got into poffeflioa. And I ih all never 
•** forget, that a Whig Jufiice of^ared me then very 
" high for my bifliop'6 leafe, I muft be fo bold 
** to tell you, Sir, that you are too favourable : I 
•* am fure there was ;no. living in quiet for us, while 
** they were in xhtfaddle^ J was turned out of the 
•' commiflion, and called a Jacobite, although it 
** coft me a thoufand pounds in joining with the 
** Prince of Orange at the revolution. The difco- 
*' veries I would have you make, are of fome fafts, 
** for which they ought to be hangd \ not that I 
** value their heads, but I would fee them expof- 
*^ ed, which may be done upon the owners Jboutd- 
•* er$ as well as upon a />©/?," &c. 

" Thefe^ Sir, are the fcntiments of a whole party 
on one fide, and of confiderable numbers on the 
pther : however, taking the medium between thefe 
extremes, I think to go on as I have hitherto done, 
although I am fenfible my paper would be more 
popular, if I did not lean too much to the favour- 
^le £Je. For no»^liing ddi^ht^ the people more. 
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than to fee their oppreflbrs humbled, and all their 
actions painted widi proper colours, fet out in open 
view : ExaSios tyrannos denfum burner is bibit aurs 
vulgus. 

But as for the Whigs^ I am in fome doubr, whe- 
ther this mighty concern they fliew for the honour 
of the late miniftry, may not be a^c(ftcd ; at leaft 
^i^ether their mailers \viU thank tlttm^ for thtir 
zeal in fuch a caufe. It is, I think^ a known ftoiy 
of a gentleman who fCugJit another for calling him 
fon of a whore^ that :^e lady dfefiiied^'hcf fon to makfc 
no more quarrels upon that fubje^, be caufe it was 
true, For„ pr^y? Sir, doth it not look like a jeft, 
that fuch a pernicious crew, after draining our 
wealth-, and difcovcring tlie moft deftru6live deiigns 
againft our church and ftate, inftead of thanking 
fortune that they are got off fafe in their pcrfons 
and'pltimifcr,. fhould* hire thefe bullies of the pen 
to defend, their reputations ? I remember, I thought 
it the hardeft cafe in the world, when a poor ac- 
quaintance of mine having fallen in among iharp- 
ers, where he loft all his money, and then com- 
plaining he was cheated, got a good beating into 
the bargain yir cffering to affront gentUmen, I be- 
lieve the only reafon why thefe purloiners of the 
public caufe fuch a clutter to be made about their 
reputations, is to prevent inquifitions that might 
tend towards making them refund : like diofe wo- 
men they cdLYLfhoplifters, who, when they are chal- 
lenged for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry 
and affronted for fear of being fearched, 

I will difmifs you, Sir, when I have taken nodce 
of one particular. Perhaps you may have obferv- 
cd, in the tolerated factious papers of the week, 
that the Earl of Rochefter is frequently reflefted 
on for having been Ecclefiaftical Commiffioner, ^ind 
Lord Treafurer, in the reign of the late K.James. 
The faft is true ; and it will not be demtd^ to \a& 
mmortsd honour, that becaiifc he covXA xiox coxsi- 
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ply with the meafures then taking, lie rcfigned 
both thofe employments ; of which the latter wa& 
immediately fupplied by a commilfion, compofed 
of two Popifh Lords, and the prefent Earl of Gor 
dolphin. 

No. 29. Thurfday, February 22. 1710. 

Laus fumma in for tuna bonis y non extulijfe fe in po* 
te/iatey non fuijfe infohntem in pecunia^non fe pra^ 
tulijfe aliis propter abundanttamfortuna. 

T AM confcious to myfelf, that I write this paper 
•* with no other intention but that of doing good. 
I never received injury from the late miniftry ; nor 
advantage from the prefent, farther than in com- 
mon with every good fubjeft. There were among 
the former one or two, who muft be allowed to 
have poflefled very valuable qualities ; but pro- 
ceeding by a fyftem of politics which our confti-^ 
tution could not fufter, and difcovering a contempt 
of all religion, efpecially of that which hath been 
fo happily eftabliflied among us ever fince the re- 
formation ; they feem to have been juftly fufpefted 
of no very good inclinations to either. 

It is poffible, that a man may fpeculatively prefer 
the con ftimtion of another country, or an Utopia 
of his own, before that of the nation where he is 
rfborn and lives ; yet, from confidering the dangers 
of innovation, the corruptions of mankind, and 
the frequent impoffibility of reducing ideas to prac- 
tice, he may join heartily in preferving the prefent 
order of things, and be a true friend to the govern- 
iDent already fettled^ So ux xd\%\otv, a man may 
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perhaps have little or none of it at heart ; yet if he 
conceals his opinions, if he endeavours to make no 
profelytes, advances no impious tenets in writing 
or difcourfe ; if, according to the common athe- 
i/lical notion^ he believes religion to be only a con- 
trivance of politicians for keeping the vulgar in 
awe ; and that the prefent model is better adjufted 
than any other to fo ufeful an end ; although the 
condition of fuch a maii, as to his own future 
ftate, be very deplorable ; yet Providence, which 
often works good out of evil, can make even fuch 
a man an infirument for contributing towards the 
prefervation of the church. 

On the other fide, I take a ftate to be truly ia 
danger, both as to its religion and government^ 
when a fet of ambitious politicians, bred up in a 
hatred to the conftitutipn, and a contempt for all 
^ religion, are forced upon exerting thefe qualities 
in order to keep or increafe their power, by widen- 
ing their bottom, and taking in, like Mahomet^. 
fome principles from every party, that is in any way 
difcontented at the prefent faiih and fetilement ^ 
which was manifeftly our cafe. Upon this occa- 
fion, I remember to have aiked' fome confiderable 
Whigs y whether it did not bring, a difreputation up^ 
on their body, to have the whole herd of Prcfby- 
terians. Independents, Atheifts, Anabaptifts, 
Deifte, Quaker*, and Socinians, openly and uni«- 
verfally lifted under their banners ? They anfwer- 
cd, that all this was Jlbfolutely neceflary in order to* 
make a balance agakrft the Tories ; and all little e- 
nough : for, indeed, it was as much as they could 
poffibly do, although affifted' with the abfolute 
power of difpoling eveiy employment r while the 
bulk of the Engliflb gentry kept firm ta^ their old; 
principles in church and ftate. 

But, notwithftanding what I have hitherto faid^. 

I am informed feveral among the Whigs continue- 

ftill fo refcaftory, that they will havdV^ ^^IlQni \>ae. 

E 3 \ifiad( 
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heads of their party to have entertained any defigns 
of ruining the conftitution ; or that tiiey would 
have endeavoured it, if they had continued in 
power. I beg their pardon, if I have difcovcred 
a fee ret ; but who could imagine they ever intend- 
ed it fliould be one after thofe overt adls, with 
which they thought fit to conclude their fane F But 
perhaps they now find it convenient to deny vigo- 
roully; that the queftion may remain, TVhy was 
the old mintfiry changed ? which they urge on with- 
Dut ceafing, as if no occafion in the leaft had been 
given ; but that all were owing to the infinuations 
of crafty men, praftifing upon the weaknefs of an 
cafy prince : I fhall therefore offer among an hun- 
dred one reafon for this change, which I think 
would juftify any monarch who ever reigned, for 
th.e like proceeding. 

It is notorious enough, how highly princes have 
been blamed in the hiftories of all countries, parti- 
cularly of our own, upon the account of their iw/- 
nionsy who have been ever juftly odious to the peo- 
ple for their infolence and avarice, and ingrofiing 
the favours of their mafters. Whoever hath been 
the leaft converfant in the Englilli ftory, cannot 
but have heard of Gaveftpn, the Spencers, and 
-fome others, who, by the excefs and abufe of their 
power, coft the princes they ferved, or rather go- 
verned, their crowns atid lives. However, in the 
cafe of minions y it muft at Icai^ be acknowledged, 
that the prince is pleafed and happy, although his 
ilibjefts be aggrieved ; and he has the plea of friend- 
fhip to cxcufe him, which is a difpofition of gene- 
rous minds. Beiides, a wife mimonj although he 
be haughty to others, is humble and infinuating to 
his maifter, and cultivates his favour by obedience 
and refpeft. But our misforti>fte hath been a great 
deal worfe ; we have fufiered for fome years under 
the oppreffion, the avarice, and infolence of thofe 
for whom the Queen had neither efteem nor friend- 
: . ihi^ ; 
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fliip ; who rather feemed to fnatch their own dues, 
than receive the favour of their fovereign ; and were 
fo far from returning refpeft, that they forgot com- 
mon good manners. They impofed on their prince, 
by urging the neceffity of affairs of their own crea- 
ting : they firft raifed difficulties, and then oflFered 
them as arguments to keep themfelves. in power. 
They united themfelves, againft nature and princi- 
ple, to a party they had always abhorred, and 
vrhich was now content to come in upon any terms, 
leaving them and their creatures in full pofleffion 
of the court : then they urged the formidable 
ftrength of that party, and the dangers which muft 
follow by difobliging it. So that it feems ahnofl a 
miracle, how a princefs thus befieged on all fideg 
could alone have courage and prudence enough to 
extricate herfelf. 

And indeed there is a point of hiftory relating 
to this matter, which well deferveth to be confi- 
dered. When her Majefty came to the crown, llie 
took into favour and employment feveral perfons, 
who were efteemed the beft friends of the old con- 
ftitution ; among whom none were reckoned far- 
ther gone in xh.Q high- church principles (as they arc 
ufually called) than two or Uiree who had at that 
time moft credit ; and ever fince, until within thefe 
few months, poffeflcd all power at court. So that 
the firft umbrage given to the IVhigSy and the pre- 
tences for clamouring againft France and the pre- 
tender, were derived from them. And I believe 
nothing appeared then more unlikely, than that 
fuch different opinions fhould ever incorporate ; 
that party having upon former occafions treated 
thofe very perfons with enmity enough. But.fome 
Lords then about court, and in the Queen's good 
graces, not able to endure thofe growing impofi- 
tions upon the prince add people, prefumed to in- 
terpofe ; and were confequently foon removed and 
difgraced. However, when a moft tiLOTVmxiV ^jvox 
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was propofed, antecedent to any vifible merit, it 
mifcarried in parliament for want of being fecond- 
ed by thofe who had moft credit in the houfe ; and 
who, having always oppofed the like excefles in a 
former reign, thought it their duty to do fo ftill, 
to fhew the world, that the diflike was not againft 
perfons but things. But this was to crofs the oli- 
garchy in the tendereft point ; a point which out- 
weighed all confiderations of duty and gratitude to 
their prince, or regard to the conftitution : and 
therefore, after having in feveral private meetings 
concerted meafures with their old enemies, and 
granted as well as received conditions ; they began 
to change their ftyle and their countenance, and 
to put it as a maxim in the mouths of their emifla- 
ries, x\\2X England muji be faved by Whigs, This un- 
natural league was afterwards cultivated by another 
incident, I mean the aSl offecurity^ and the confe- 
qucnces of it, which every body knows ; when (to 
ufe the words of my correfpondent *) the fiver eign 
authority was parcelled out among the faEiion^ and 
made the pur chafe of indemnity for an offending mini' 
Jier, Thus the union of the two kingdoms impro» 
ved that between the miniftry and the junto, which 
was afterwards cemented by their mutual danger 
in that ftorm they fo narrowly efcaped about three 

?ears ago, but however was not quite perfefted till 
Vince George's death f ; and then they went lov- 
ingly on together, both fatisfied ^vith their feveral 
fliares, and at full liberty to gratify their predomi- 
nant inclinations ;* the firft, their avarice and am- 
bition ; tiie other, their models of innovation in 
church and ft ate. 

Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive that 
baffled queftion, Why was the late miniflry changed ? 
may receive the following anfwer: That it was be- 

♦ Letter to the Examiner. 

f Pxiiice George of Denmark, bufband to the queen. 

tot \e. 



N*2^. THE EXAftDNEK: 57 

come necefikry by the infoknce and avlrice of foma 
about the Queen, who, in order to perpetuate theis 
tyranny, had made a monlbrous alliance with thofb 
who profefs principles deftn.i£tive to our religioa 
and government. If this will not fuffice ; let him 
make an abfbraA of all the abufes I have mention-^ 
ed in my former papers, and view them together ; 
after which, if he ftill remain unfatisfied, let him. 
fulpend his opinion a few weeks longer. Altho', 
after all, I think the queftion as trifling as that of 
the Papifts, when they alk us, Where was our reli-^ 
gion before Luther? And indeed the miniftry was 
changed for the fame reafons that religion was re- 
formed ; becaufc a thoufand corruptions had crept 
into the difcipline and do^rine of the Jiate by the 
pride, the avarice, the fraud, and the ambition of 
thofe who adminiftered to us infecular affairs. 

I heard myfclf cenfured the other day in a coffee- 
houfe for feeming to glance in the letter to CrajSus 
againft a great man, who is ftill in employment, 
and likely to continue fo. What if I had really in- 
tended that fuch an application fhould be given it ? 
I cannot perceive 'how I could be juftly blamed for 
fo gentle a reproof. If I faw a handfome young 
fellow goins to a* ball at court with a great ^mut 
upon falls race, could he take it ill in me to point 
out the place, and defire him, with abundance of 
good words, to pull out his handkerchief and wipe 
it oflf; or bring him to a glafs, where he might 
plainly fee ,it with his own eyes ? Doth any man 
think I fhall fuffer my pen to inveigh againft vices, 
only becaufe they are charged upon perfons who 
are no longer in power ? Every body knows, that 
certain vices are more or lefs pernicious according 
to the ftations of thofe who poffefs them. For ex- 
ample, lewdnefs and intemperance are not of {0 
bad confequences in a town-rake as in a divine ; 
cowardice in a lawyer is more fuippoTt?JciV^ xia.'axi vci 
an officer of the army. If I {ho\M &cA ivoix. ^vOcv 
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an admiral, becaufe he wanted politenefs ; or an al- 
derman, for not underftanding Greek; that in- 
deed would be to'go out of the way for occafion of 
quarrelling. But exceflive avarice in a general is, 
I think, the greateft defeft he can be liable to, next 
to the want of courage and conduft, and may be 
attended with the moft ruinous confcquences, as it 
was in Crafliis, who to that vice alone owed the 
deftruftion of himfelf and his army. It is the 
fame thing in praiiing mens excellencies ; which 
are more or lefs valuable, as the perfon you com- 
mend hath occafion to employ them. A man may 
perhaps mean honeftly ; yet if he be not able to 
fpell, he fhall never have my vote to be a fecretary. 
Another may have wit and learning in a poft wherie 
honcfty, with plain common fenfe, are of much 
more ufe. You may praife a foldier for his fkiU 
at chefs y becaufe it. is faid to be a military game, 
and the emblem of drawing up an army ; but this 
to a treafurer would be no more a compliment^ 
than if you called him a gamefter^ or Tifockey. 



P. S, I have received a letter relating to Mr^ 
Greenfhields ; the perfon that fent it may 
know, tbat I will fay fomething to it. in the 
next paper.. 



«fe|# 
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'^a enim domus tamjlabilis, au^ tamjirma civitat 
e/l, qua non odiis atgue dij/idiis funditus pojjit e^ 
verti. 



I 



F we examine what focicties of men are in clofeft 
union among thcmfelvcs, Wc iliall find them ci- 
ther to be thofe who are engaged in fome evil de- 
fing, or who labour under one common misfortune. 
.Thus the troops of banditti in feveral countries a- 
broad, the knots of highwaymen in our own na- 
,tion, the feverai tribes oi JbarperSy thieves^ and 
pickpockets^ with many others, are fo finnly kiiit 
together, that nothing is more difficuk than to 
break or diflblve their feveral gangs : fo likewifc 
thofe who are fellow-fufFerers under any misfor- 
tune, whether it be in reality or opinion, are ufu- 
ally contrafted into a very ftrift union ; as we may 
obfcrvc in the Papijls throughout this kingdom un- 
der thofe real difficulties which are juftly put on 
^em ; and in the feveral fchlfms of Prejlyterians, 
and other fefts, under that grievous perfccution of 
the modern kind, called, want of power. And 
the reafon why fuch confederacies are kept fo fa- 
cred and inviolable, is very plain ; bccaule in each 
of thofe cafes I have mentioned, the whole body is 
moved by one fpirit in purfuit of one general end, 
and the intereftof individuals is not crofTed by each 
other, orl)y the whole. 

Now, both thefe motives are joined to unite the 
J>fgh'fiyin^ Whigs at prefcnt : they have been alvj-scij^ 
engaged in an fv}J aeftgn^ aad of late thcj ^t^l^d^^ 



or rivettcd by that terrible calamity, the lofi of 
power. So that whatever defiga a mifchievous 
crew of dark confederates may poffibly entertain, 
who will ftop at no means to con:^a& them, may 
be juftly apprehended from thefe. 

On the other fide, thofe who wifh wcH to the 
puUic, and would gladly contribute to its fervice, 
iare apt to di&rin their opinions about the methods 
of promoting it ; and when their party flourifhes, 
are fome times envious at thofe in power ; ready to 
overvalue their own merit, and be impatient until 
it be rewarded by the meafure they have prelcribed 
for themfelves. There is a farther topic of con* 
tention, which a ruling party is apt to fall into in 
relation to retroJpe6lion5, and inquiry into paft mif^ 
carriages ; wherein 7^777/? are thought too warm and 
zealous, others too cool and remifs ; while in the 
mean time theie divifions are induftrioufly foment- 
ed by the difcarded fadlion ; which, although it be 
an old praftice, hath been miich improved in the 
fchools of the Jefuits^ who, when they defpaired 
of perverting this nation to Popery by arguments 
or plots againft the ftate, fent their emiffaries t6 
fubdivide us into fchifms. And this expedient is 
now with great propriety taken up by our men of 
incenfed moderation; becaufc they fuppofe them- 
felves able to attack the ftrongeft of our fubdivifi* 
ons, and to fubdue us one after another. Nothing 
better refembles this proceeding, than that famous 
combat between the Horatii and Curiatii ; where 
two of the former being killed, the third, who re- 
mained entire and untouched^ was able to kill hh 
three wounded adverferies, after he had divided 
'them by a ftratagem* I Well know with how tender 
a hand all this fliould be touched ; yet at the fame 
time I think it my duty to warn the friends, as weB 
as expo/e the enemies of the public weal ; and to 
begin preaching up union upon the firft fufpiciofl, 
l^£6^t any {Icps ai'c made to dvfruvb It. 
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But the two chief fubjcAft- of difconten^ tvhich 
upon moft great changes in the management of 
public afikirs are apt to breed differences among 
thofe who are in poiTeilion, are what I have jutl 
now mentioned ; a defire of punilhing tlie corrupt 
tion of former managers ; and the rewarding merii 
among thofe who have been any way inftrumental 
or confenting to the change^ The tirft of thefe is 
a point fo nice, that I fhall purpofely wave it : bm 
the lattter I take to fall projKriy within my diftrif h 
By merit I "here undcrftand that value which every 
man puts upon his own defervings from the public. 
And I believe, there could not be a more difficult 
employment found out, than that of paymafter^^ 
general to this fort of merit j or a more noify, 
crouded place, than a court of judicatwe erected 
to fettle and adjuftevcty man's ^laim upon that ar- 
ticle. I unagine, if this had fallen into the fancy 
of the ancient poets, they would have dreflcd it up 
after their manner into an agreeable fidlion ; and 
given us a genealogy and defcription of merits per* 
hftps not very different from that which follows. 

ji poetical genealogy and defcription of ABERIT. 

*' That True Merit was the fon of Virtue and 
" Honour ; but tliat there was likewife a fpurious 
** child, who ufurped the name, and whofe pa- 
'* rents were Vanity and Impudence. That at a 
** dlftance there was a great refemblance between 
** them, and they were often miftakcn for each o- 
** ther. That the h 'fiard-nffue had a hud fbnll 
" voicey which was perpetually employed in crav 
** ings and cwnplaints ; while the other never fpoke 
** louder than a whiff er, and was often fo barfiful, 
'* that he could not fpcak at all. That in allgreat 
** aflemblies the Fa/fe Merit would ftep bttat^\JcA 
^' True, and /iandjuft in his way, "W^ coTi&a».'Cc| 

VoL.JIL F ''^ -Js 
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^* at court, or greatjMOS leveesy or whifpering in 
** fome minifter's ear. That the more you fed 
** him, the more hungry and importunate he grew. 
" That he often pafled for the true fon of Virtue 
*< and Honour, and the genuine for an impofton 
** That he was bom diftorted and a dwarf, but by 
^< force of art appeared of a handfome fhape, and 
*^ taller than the ufual fize; and that none but 
•* thofe who were wife and good as well as vigi« 
*^ lant, could difcover his httlenefs or deformity. 
" That the True Merit had been often forced to 
** the indignity of applying to the talfe for hb 
^' credit with thofe in power, and to keep himielf 
** from ftarving. That Falfe Merit filled the mn^ 
'' techambers with a crew of his dependents and 
** creatures; ftich as prye^rs^ jchemattJtL, occa^ 
^^ fional converts to a party ^ profiitute^flaiterers^ 
*' ftarvelitig writers^ buffoons^ Jbalhmv pokticiani, 
** empty orators^ and the like ; who all^wned him 
** for their patron, and grew difcootented, if they 
^* were not immediatety fed.^ 

This metaphorical defcriptaon xy{ fal/e merit is, I 
doubt, calculated for moft countries m Chriften* 
dom. As to our own, I believe it may be ikid 
with a fufficient referve of charity, that we arc 
fully able to reward every man among tis iKCordbiff 
to his real deferving^ : and, I think, I may add 
without fufpicion of flattery, that never any prince 
had a minidry with a better judgement to diitin* 
guifli betweenyi^ and real merits than that which 
is now at the helm ; or whofe inclination, as well 
as intereft, . was greater to encourage the latter* 
And it ought to be obferved, that thofe great and 
exceUent perfons we fee at the head of affairs, are 
of the Queen's owrr, perfonaU voluntary choice ; not 
forced upon her by any infotent^ overgroxun^ favou* 
ritCy or by the pretended ncceflity of complying with 
9n wtru/yfa£im. 
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Tet thefe are the perfons whom thofe fcandals to 
Ae prefs, in their daily pamphlets and papers^ o- 
penlj revile at fo ignominious a rate, as I believe 
was never tolerated before under any government. 
For fbrely no lawful power derived from a prince 
fliould be fb far afironted, as to leave thofe who 
are in authority expofed to every fcurrilous libeller: 
becanfe in this point I make a mighty difference 
between thofe who are /v, and thofe who are out of 
power; not upon any regard to their perfons, but 
the ftations they are placed in by the ibvereign« 
And if my diffin£tion be right, I think I might ap** 
peal to any man, whetlier if a flranger were to 
read Ae inveAives which are daily pubUihed againft 
the prefeot miniffayy and the outrageous fury of 
the authors againft me for cenfuring the laft, he 
would not conclude the 1Vhig$ to be at this time in 
full pofibfBon of power and favour, and the T&ria 
entirely at mercy. But all this now ceafes to be a 
wonder, fince the Queen herfelf is no looger fpsu'r 
ed; witncfs the libel publifhcd ibme days ago, uot 
der the titkof ^^/f^jr /0 Sir Jacob Banks ^ wher^ 
the refledtions upon her Sacred Majefty are much 
more plain: and direA, than ever the Examiner 
thotight fit to puhliih againft the moft obno:iiou| 
perfooDs in the mvmfiry^ difcarded for endeavouring 
the ruin of their prince and country. Csefar i^* 
deed thrca^tened to hang the piratts for preiumtne 
to dtfturh him, while he was their prifoner aboai a 
their fh^. But it was Csefar who did fb, and h^ 
did it to a crew o{ public robbers ; and it became the 
greatnejb of his fpirit, for he lived to execute what 
he had threatened. Had they been in his power* 
and fent fuch a mefiage, it could .be iniputed to no* 
thing but the extremes of impudence, folly, or 
madnefs.' 

I had a letter laft .week relatiog to Mr. Greexxr 
fhields, an Epifcopal clergyman of Scotland^ 21x4^ 
the wtitej kcms to be a gcndemau o{ i\v2A. "^^"tx- ^^ 
F 2 ISxSxaisv* 
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Britain I remember formerly to have read a print-^ 
ed account of Mr. Gbreenfluelds's cafe, who has 
been profecuted and iilenced, for no other reafon. 
beiides reading divine fervice after the manner of 
the church of England to his own copgriegation^, 
^yho defired it ; &ough» as the gentlemao; wha< 
writes tame fays, there is no law in Scotland a^ 
gainft thofe meetings; and he adds^ that thfi len- 
ience pronounced againft Mr^ Greea&klds. tuill 
ficn he offirmedy if fimf care hi not tttken t9 prevent 
it. I am. altogether uninformed inthe-particulara 
of thb cafe, and beiides, to treat it jpftly would 
not come wkhin the compafs of my pajpep ; there«> 
fore I could wifli the gentleman would undertake 
it in a difcourfe by itfclf ; audi fliould be glad he 
would inform the public in one fa£l; whether E^ 
/>i/lo;>/7/ affemblies are freely, allowed in Scotland f 
It is notorious, that abundance of theur dcrgy fled 
from thence fome years ago- into England^ aad Ire^ 
rand, as from a perfecution ; but it was alledged by 
their enemies> that they refufed to take the oaths 
to the gpvernment,, which, however none of them 
icrupled when they came among us. It is fome- 
^hat extraordinary to fee our Whigs and fanatict 
keep fuchra ftir about the f acred a£f of toleration^ 
while xhtrj^krethren will not allow a connivance m 
fo near a neighbourhood ; efpeciaUy if what the 
gendeman in^fls oft in* his letter be true, that nine 
parts in ten of the nobility and gentry, and two in 
three of the commcms, B,reEpifcopaI ; of which ona 
^gument he oflereth is the prefem choice of theiv 
repreientatives in both houfes, though oppofed to 
the titmoft by the preachings j threatenings^ and ana" 
themas of the kirh. Such ufage taa majority. may, 
as he thinks, be of dangerous confequence ; and I 
entirely agree with him. If thefe be the principles 
of the high-kirky God prefcrvc at leaft the fouthera 
parts frona. their tyranny. t 

. . No ju 
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Garrit anniles. 



Ex refabellas. 



T Had laft week fent me by an unknown hand a 
•■' pafiage out of Plato, with fome hints how to 
apply it That author puts a fable into the mouth 
of AriftophaneSy with an account of tlie original 
of love : That mankind was at firil created with 
four arms and legs, and all other parts double to 
whajt they are now ; till Jupiter, as a punifhment 
fbr his fins, cleft him in two with a thunderbolt ; 
fince which time we are always looking out for our 
other half: and this is the caufe of love^, But Ju- 
piter threatened, that if they did not mend their 
manners, he would give them the other flit, and 
leave them to hop about in the fhape of figures in 
b ijfo relievo. The cftcftof this lall threatening, my 
correfpondent imagines, is now come tu pafs ; and 
that as the iix^fplitting was the original of love^ by 
inclining us tolearch for our other half 5. fo the fe- 
cond was the caufe of hatred by prompting us to- 
liy from our other fide ^ and dividing the fame.^tf^K 
into two, gave each Jflicc tlie name of a party* 

I approve the fable and application; . with this ret 
finement upon it : for partus cb not only fplit a na- 
tion, 6ut evisry individual amdng them, Idaving 
each.i>at half their flrength| and wit, and honelly^ 
and" good nature ; but one eye and car for their 
fight and hearing, and equally lopping the- reft of 
the fcnfcs. Where parties are preuy tojv^^ vck ^ 
flate^ no mm .can perceive * dj\c. bad <\y\«LYvv>j \xv >k» 
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own, or good one in his adverfaries. Befides^ pnr* 
ty being a dry, difagreeable fubjeft, it renders con- 
verfation infipid, or four, and confines invention » 
I fpeak not here of the leaders, but the infignificant 
croud of followers in a party, who have been the 
inilruments of mixing it in every condition and 
circumftance of life. As the zealots among the 
Jews bound the law about their foreheads, and 
wrifts, and hems of their garments ; fo the women 
among us have got the diftinguifhing marks of" 
farty in their muffs, their fans, and dieir fiirbe- 
Idws. Tbe fVhig ladier put on their patches ta a 
diffident manner from the Tories. They have made 
fihifms m the pLiybouJey and each have theii: parti- 
cmr fides at the opera i and when a man changeth 
kis party, he mufl infallibly count upon the lois^ 
of his miftrefs. I aiked a gentleman the other 
4ay, how he liked iuch a lady ? but he would not 
give me his opinion, till I had aafwered him whe- 
ther flie were a Whig or a Tory. Mr. — — , fincc 
he is known to vifit the prefent miniftry,- and lay^ 
'feme time under a fufpicion of writing the exami* 
nsTf is no longer a man of wit ; hb- very poems 
have contraAed a fhipidxty, many years- after* they^ 
were printed. 

Having lately ventured upon^ a metaphorical ge* 
Bcalogy of Merity I thought it would be proper to^ 
add another o£ Party^ or rather of Fsffion {%o a- 
"poid miftake), not telling the reader whether it be 
ipy own, or a quotatk>i>, till I know how it is ap« 
erovedv But whether I read or dteamed it, the 
iibk is as follows. 



*♦ Liberty, the dnughte^ of Opprcffion, after ha*- 
^ ving brought forth feveral £iir chHdrea^ as 
♦* Riches, Arts, Learning, Trade,, and many o- 
thers, was at laft delivered of her youngeft* 
' .ughter, called Faftion, whom Juno, doing 
oSce of the oudwlfe, foiled ia its birth 
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^^ out of envy to the mothep^ from whence it derU 
'^ ved its peevijbnefs and iicklj conftitution. How- 
" ever, as it is often the nature of parents to grow 
^ moftfbndof their joungeft and diiagreewleft 
'* children, U^ it happened with Liberty, who dot- 
<^ ed on tlus daughter to fuch a degree, that by her 
" good-will ihe would never fuffer the girl to be 
^ out of her fight. As Mifs Fa£kion grew up, (he 
** became fo termagant and froward, that there 
'** was no enduring her suiy longer in h§aven. Ju^ 
'* piter gave her warning to be gone ; and her mo- 
'^ ther> rather than fonake her, took the whole 
*' family down to earth. She landed firft in Greece; 
^ was expelled by degrees through all the cities hj- 
** her daughter's ilUconduA : fled afterwards to !• 
*^ taly, and- being baniihed thence, took fhelter a- 
** mong the Coths^ with whom fhe pafTed into 
** moft paru of Europe ; but, being driven out 
** every where, ih« began to lofe eftcem, and her 
'* daughter's faults were imputed to hcrfclf : fa 
** that at this time fhe has hardly a place in thf 
** world to retire to. One would wonder what 
** ftrange qualities this daughter muft poflcfs', fuf- 
** ficient to blaft the influence of fo -divine a mo* 
** ther, and the reft of her children. She always- ' 
** afi^cAed to keep mean and icandalous company ;.. 
«< valuing no body, but juft as they agreed with her 
'' in every capricious opinion fhe thought fit. to 
** take up; and r^oroufly exacting compliance, 
<<' though fhe changed her lentiments-ever ib often, 
« Her great empk^ment was to breed J&fcurd a- 
'' mong friends and relations, and make up mon- 
" ftrous alliances between thofe whofe difpofltions 
<* Icaft reftmbled each other. Whoever oflfercd to 
^ comradiA her, thoufi;h in the moft infignificant 
^ trifle, fixe would be lure to diftinguifh by fome 
<' Ignominious ii/»/^/A2//0n» and allow them to have 
•* neither honour, wit, beauty, learrvm^^ Votvt.^ % 
*< or common fcafs. $he intruded u\xo 2^ coxevr 
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•* panics at the moft Tanfeafcmable times ; mixed at 
*« balls, affemblies,. and odier parties of plcafurc, 
•* haunted every caffeehmfe and bookfellenjbop^ and 
** J)y her perpetual talking filled all places' with dif^ 
** turbatux and confuiion : (he .buzzed about the 
•* merchant in the Exchange^ the divine in hbj^u/^ 
•' /f//, and the Jbopkeefer behind his counter. A- 
«* bove all, flie frequented public ajfembties^ where. 
" flie fat in the fliape of an obfcene^ ominous bir(f,, 
** ready to prompt her friends a* they fpoke." 

If I underftand this fable of Faftron right, it 
ought to be applied to thofe who fet themfclves up 
iagainft the true iotereft and conftitution of their 
country ; which I wifh the undertakers ibr the late 
miniftry would pleafe to take notice of, ov tell us 
by what figure of fpeech they pretend to call fo 
great and unforced a majority, with the Queen at 
tieir head, by the name of the faction ; which is not 
imlike the phrafe of the Nonjurorsy who dignifying 
one or two deprived bifhops and half a fcore cler- 
gymen of the fame flramp with the title of the 
Church of Eriglardy exclude all the reft as fchi/ma- 
tics'; or like the Prejhyterians laying the ftimc accu- 
fation, with equal juftice, againft tlie eftablifhed 
religion. 

And here it may be worth inquiring, what are 
the true charafteriftics of SifaSf ion ; or how it is to 
be diftinguifhed from that great body of the peo- 
ple, who are friends to the conftitution ?• the heads 
oi2ifa6fion are lifually a fet of up.ftarts>,or men 
ruined in their fortunes, whom fome great change 
in a government did at firft out of their obfcurity 
produce upon the ftage . They aflbciate thcmfelves 
with thoft who diflike the old eftablifhment, reli- 
gious and civil. They are full of new fchemcs in 
politics and' divinity ; they have an incurable hatred 
^sudA iht old nobility, and ftrengthen their party 
' dependents raifed firom the lowcft o£ xlit '^eo^le. 
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They liaTe f^veral ways of working thaxnfelTes into 
power ; but they arc fure to be called, when a cor* 
rapt adminiftration wants to be fupported againft 
thofe who are endeavouring at a reformation ; and 
they firmly obferve that celebrated maxim of pre** 
ferving pcwir by the fame arts- by which it is at- 
tained. They aft with the Ipirit of thofe who be* 
fieve their time is but fliort ^ and their firft care it 
to heap up immenfe- riches at the public ezpenfe %, 
in which they have two ends beiides that commoa 
one of infatiable avarice, which are to make them-' 
felves necefTary,' and to keep the commonwealth ii» 
dependence... Thus they hope to compafs their de-< 
iign^ which is, inftead of fitting their principles ta 
the conftitution, to alter and adjuft the conftitutioa 
to their own pernicious principles. 

It is eafy determining by this teft, to which fide 
the name of faSlion moft properly belongs. Bu6 
iMwever, I will give- them any fyiten of law or re^ 
gal government, from William the Conqueror tb 
riiis prefent time, to tpy whether they can tal'7 it 
yith their, late- models ; excepting onfy that s>i 
Cromwell, whom perhaps they wiU reckon for a» 
monarch. 

- If the prefent minUlry, and fo great a majority 
in the parliament and kingdom, be only a faGion^ 
it muft appear by fome aftions, which aniwer the 
kiea we ufually conceive from that word. Have 
they abufed the prerogative of the prince, or inva- 
ded the rights and liberties of the fubjeft ? Have 
they offered at any dangcxOQS innovations in church, 
or ftate ? Have they broached any doftrine of here- 
fy, rebellion, or tyranny ? Have any of them treat- 
ed their fbvereign widi infolence, ingroiled and fold& 
all her favours, or deceived her by bafe, grofs mif- 
reprefentations of her moft faithful fervantsT 
Xbefe are the arts of a faSlion ', and whoever hathi 
praftififd them, they, and their followers. nLM& vak^ 
up with ihczvune.. 
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It is vJmOsf reckoned A ff^liig ptiaciplte to appeal 
to the peopk.; bui that U only when thev hav^ been 
ib vi£b as: to poifoo thek underft^odrngs before* 
hand. Will they now ftand to. ttMS app^^ and 
be determined by their V9X papuji,, to which fidq 
their title ot'/a^hn belongs ? And that the peo* 
pie are now left to the natujcal freedom of their 
underftanding and choice^ I belieye oi}r adverfar 
iries:will harcUy deny. Th^y vaSk now refufe thi« 
appeal, and it is r^afonable they fhould; 9nd I 
ivill further add> thait if our people rcfimbled the 
dd Grecians, there might be danj[e< in foch a 
trial. A pragmatical orator told a great man at 
Athens, diat whencTer the people were in theu^ 
nge^ they would certainly tear hua to pieces ; yes^ 
favs the other, and they vnXk do (he f^me to you 
menever they are ia theiv wits. But God be 
dianked» ouv populace is more merciful hx their 
aature, and at.prefem vnder better diiejClioo v ^tiidt 
die orators amcmg us have attemj>ted to eoofqund 
bodi prerogative ami ]xm wx thwr foitereiga's^ pife* 
imce, and before the higbeft court of jadJcatuc^ 
withoiu any hazard to t£ek perfooa« 
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N"^ 32. Thurfdajr, March 15, 17 10. 

A!m eft ea tneJldna^ attm fan» parti e^rpms Jcal* 
fettitm adMefur, ntque iniegrte ; carntficina tft 
tfitt^ §t crudeHtas. Hi midentur reipuhlica, qui 
txfecemt peftem aUquam^ tanquam ftrumam ci* 
vrtatis^ 

T AM diverted from the genctal fiibjca: of my 
•*• difcourfesy to refieft upon an event of a very 
extraordinary and iurprifing nature. A great mi^- 
nifter, in high confidence wirli the t^een, undef 
whofe management the weight of affairs at prefent 
fa in a ^eat mesEfiire fuppoifed to Ke, fitting in 
coimcil, m a royal palace, with a dozen of the 
chief officers of the ftate, is ftabbed at the very 
"board, in the execution of hia office,, by the hand 
*)f a JVench Papifi ♦, then under exammation for 
high treafon; the affailin redoubles his blow to 
make furework; and concluding the Chancellor 
was difpatched f, goes on with the fame rage to 
murder a principal Secretary of State t : And thai 
whole noble aSembly are forced to rife and draw 

* The Abbot de Bourlie, vfho having quitted his native country^ 
Solicited to be emoloyed againft it in feveral courts of l^uropr, tn4 
tdTumxd the title of Matquis de Otlifcard He at length obtairW 
a commiffion from Q^Anne^ am) embarked in ftn etpedlticn a; 
l^rd France, which mifcarried ) and bis expedlatioH's being difap- 
pointed by the fiew ztiioiftry, he.endeaveured to make his fteace 4C 
hottie by afling here as a iTpy, and connrenced a treafonable corref- 
pondence 5 his letters weie ioitercepted, and produced to hiYn by 
Mr. Harley, at his =examinattor>. 

f Mr. Mzticf, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, afterward! 
Rrl of Oxford. 

J Mr, Henry Sr, John, afterwards Lord Bo\\n^iOL«« 
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their fwords in their own defence, as if a wild 
3»eafl had been let loofe among them. 

:This f3L& hath (bme circiimftances of aggravft- 
tion not to be parallelled by any of the like kind we 
meet with in hiftory. Csefar's murder being per- 
formed in th« fenate comes nearett to the cafe ; but 
that was an affiiir concerted by great numbers of 
Che chief fenators^ who were likewife the aAors in 
k; and not, the work of a vUe iingle ruffian. 
Harry the Third of France was ftabbed by an cn- 
thuiiaftic friar, whom he fuffisred to approach his 
perfon, while thofe who attended him ftood at 
(bme diftance. His fuccejfor met the fame fate in a 
coach, where neither he nor his nobles in fuch 
a confinement were able to defend themfelves. In 
our own country ijre haye, I think> but one in- 
ftance of this fort, which has made any noife ; I 
mean that of Felton about fourfcore years ago j 
hjit he took the opportunity to ftab the Duke of 
Buckingham in pafling through a dark lobby from 
one room to another. The blow was neither feen 
nor heard, and the murderer might have efcaped, if 
his own concern and horror, as it is ufual in fuch 
cafes, had not betrayed him. Beiides, the aft of 
Felton will admit of fome extenuation from the mo- 
tive he is faid to have had : But this attempt of 
Guifcard feems to have outdone them all in every 
heightening circumftance, except the diiFerence oif 
perfons between a king and a great minifter ; for 
I give no allowance at all to the difference of fuc- 
cels (which, however, is yet uncertain and de* 
pending) nor think it the leaft alleviation to the 
crime, whatever it may be to the punifhrnent^ 
. I am fcnfible, it is ill arguing from particulars to 
generals, and that we ought not to charge upon a 
nation the crimes of a few defperate villains it ii 
{o unfortxmate to produce ; yet at the fame time, 
it muft be avowed, that the French have for thefc 
h{i ccnnirks been fomewhat too liberal of their 
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daggers upon the perfons of their greatcft men j 
fuch as the Admiral de Coligny, the Dukes of 
"Guife father and fon, and the two kings I lall 
mentioned. I have fometimes wondered how a 
people, whofe genius feems wholly turned to fing- 
ing, and dancing, and pratting, to vanity and im- 
pertinence ; who lay fo much weight upon modes 
and gcftures; whofe eflentialitics are generally fo 
lupcmcial ; who are ulually fo ferious upon 
triflesj and fo triffling upon what is ferious, have 
1>cen capable of committing fuch folid villanics, 
more fuitable to the gravity of a Spaniard, or the 
■filence and thoughifiilnefs of an Italian; unlcfs 
it be, that in a nation naturally fo full of tliem- 
ielves, and of fo refdefs -imaginations, when any of 
them happen to be of a morofe and gloomy con- 
ftitution, that huddle of confufcd thoughts for 
Avant of evaporating ufually terminates in rage or 
dcfpair, D' Avila obferves, that Jacques Clement * 
was a fort of buffoon, whom the reft of the friars 
ufed to make fport with ; but at laft giving his folly a 
ferious turn, it ended in enthufiafm, and qualified 
him for that defperate aft of murdering his King. 
But in the Marquis de Guifcard there feems to 
have been a complication of ingredients for fuch 
.an attempt. He had committed feveral enormities 
in France, was extremely prodigal and vitious, of 
a dark melancholy complexion and cloudy coun- 
<tenance, fiich as in vulgar phyfiognomy is called 
un ill look» For the reft, his talents were veiy 
mean, having a fort of inferior cunning, but very 
ilmall abilities ; fo diat a great man of the late mi- 
fiifty, by whom he was invited over, and with 
much difcretioa raifed at firft ftep, from a profli- 
jSigate Popijhprieji to a lieutenant-general, and co- 
lonel of a regiment of horfe, was at laft forced to 
drop him for fliame. 

• The monk who dabbed Henry III, of Fxane^u 

Vol. ni. G \\^ 
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Had fuch an accident happened tinder that mi- 
niftry, and to fuch a confiderable member of it, 
.they would have immediately charged it upon the 
whole body of thofe they are pleaied to call the 
faE^ion. This would have been ftyled a high-church 
principle ; the clergy would have been accufed, as 
promoters and abettors of the faft ; committees 
would Jbiave been fent to promife the criminal his 
life, provided they might have liberty to dircA and 
dictate his confeflion ; and a hlack Itft would hate 
been printed of all thofe who had j^een ever feen ia 
the murderer's company. But the prcfent men in 
poAvcr hate and defpiie all. fuch detcftable arts, 
which they ipight now turn upon their adverfaries 
with ranch more plaufibility, than ever thefe did 
their honjourable negotiations \zith Greg *. 

And here it may be worth obfcrving, how un- 
■animous a concurrence there is between fome per^- 
fons once in great power and a French Papijl ; 
both agreeing in the great end of taking «way Mr, 
Harley's life, though differing in their methods.; 
the £rfl: proceeding by fybornation the. other by 

• * In the begifloisg of- the ]pear 17^89 WilUafn Greg, ■ as odder- 
clerk to Mr. Sexyetary H^u-ley, was detected in a correfpoDdence 
with Monfieur ^^amillard, one of the Frenh King*s mipHlers 5 to 
whotn ke tranimitted the proceedings of, both houfes of parliament, 
with reiped to th^ . aug^nenution of the Britiih forces, s^d other 
papers of ^reat importance. . Greg, when he was indited of this 
treafon, pteaded gvilty : which gave occafion to Mt; Harley's enemies 
to infinuate-that be u-at privy to Greg's practices, and had by aifurancet 
«f pardon, prevailed upon him to plead guilty, in order to prevent 
the examination of witnefles. ^ The houfe of. Lords appointed a com- . 
mittee of feven^-^wbom Lord Saoderhnd. was manager, to ioqnfre 
into the afblr. 'The committee prefented an addrefs to thejQueeii, 
in which complaint wasmade, that all Mr, Harley's piapers had 
. been long e^pofed to the meaneft clorka in his office ; and it was 
rcqnefted, that more caution might be tifed for !he fntarr. * Upon this 
addrefs, the execution of Greg aras deferred a month ; during whidi 
■cimie he was -folicited^ .t|iraatened« and promifed ; but ftill perfiftii^ 
to take the w^iqle guilt upon himfelf, he was at length executed, 
having, in. a paper, which he left behind him, juftified JVfr.Harley 
in.particular ; which he would fcaijce have thought neceHary, ifno 
■ajticular attempt had been m<uk againft him, 

t xioknce; 
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iriolence ; wherein Guifcard fcems to h.iTC the ad- 
vantage, as aiming no further than his life ; while 
the others defigned to deftroy at once both that and 
his reputation. The malice of both againft this 
gentleman feems to have rifcn from the lame caufe, 
his diftovering deiigns againft the government. It 
was Mr, Harky who detc<Sted the treafonablc cor- 
fdpondefice of Greg, and iecured him betimes ; 
when a certain great man, who ihall be namelefs, 
Kady out of the depth of his politics, fent him a 
camion to mrake his efcape, which would certainly 
hftve fixed the appearance of guilt upon Mr. Har- 
fcy : But when that was prevented, they would 
bave enticed the condemned criminal, with promife 
of a pardon, to write and fign an acculation a- 
gainft the Secretary : But, to ufe Greg's own ex- 
jrreffion, ^ KKs death was nothing neat fo igno- 
'^'minioiis, as would have been inch a life, that 
•* muft be faved by proftiruting his confcience.** 
^e fame gentleman now lies fiabbed by his othe^ 
•nemy. a ropi/b fpy, wbofe trcafon he hath dif- 
covered. God preferve the reft of her IVfajefty's 
minifters from fuch frotefiantSy anct from fiich 
Tapifti ! 

I.ifaall take occafion to hint at fbme particuhri- 
rics iri'thls ftrpriflng faft, for thfcfake of thCrfe; at 
% diftance, or who may not be thoroughly inform- 
ed. The murderer confeffed in Newgate, that his 
chief defign was againft Mr. Secretary St. John, 
who happened to change feats with Mr. Harley for 
more. convenience of examining the criminal: and 
being alked what provoked him to ftAb the CKaa- 
cellor, he faid, that not being able to come at thfc 
Secretary as he intended, it was fome fatis£iftion 
fo murder the perfon whom he thought JMi\ St. 
Johaloved beft ♦. 

*-How much he was miflaken, appears by Lord ^\\'^^\c^lLO% 
Iff^er CO Sir WiUiam W/JKQiaoi. 

G. ^ Kxv4l 



76 THE EXAMINER. No 3:^, 

And here, if Mr. Harley hath ftill any enemies 
left, whom his blood fpilt in the public fervice can- 
not reconcile, I hope they will at leaft admire his 
magnanimity, which is a quality efteemed even in 
an enemy : and I think there are few greater in- 
ftances of it to be found in ftory. After the 
wound was given, he was obferved neither to 
change his countenance, nor difcover any concern 
or dilorder in his fpeech. He rofe up and walked 
about the room, while he was able, with the great' 
eft tranquility during the height of the confufion. 
When the furgcon came, he took him afide, and 
defired he would inform him freely whether the 
wound were mortal, becaufe in that, cafe, he faid, 
he had fome affairs to fettle relating to his family. 
The blade of the penknife, broken by the violence 
of the blow againft a rib, within a quarter of aH 
inch of the handle, was dropt out (I know not 
whether from the wound or his cloaths) as the fur- 
geon was going to drofs him : he ordered it to be 
taken up, and wiping it himfelf, gave it fome body 
to keep, faying, he thought // now properly belonged 
to him. He ftiewed no fort of refenteient, nor 
fpoke one violent word againft Guifcard, but ap- 
peared all the while the leaft concerned of any in 
the company. A ftate of mind, which in fiich aa 
exigency nothing but innocence can give, and is 
truly worthy of a Chriftian philofopher. 

' If there be really fo great a difference in princi- 
ple between the high-flying Whigs and the friends of 
France, I caimot but repeat the queftion, how came 
they to join in the deftruftion of the fame man ? 
Can his death be poffibly for the intereft of both ? 
or have they both the fame quarrel againft him* 
that he is perpetually difcovcring and preventing 
the treacherous defigns of our enemies ? However 
it be, this great minifter may now fay with St. Paul, 
that he hath been ** in perils by his own country- 
" mexiy and in perils by ftrangers.'* 
* lo 
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In the midft of fo melancholy a fubjeft, I canno^ 
but congratulate with our own country, that fuch 
a favage moiifter as the Marquis de Guifcard Is 
none of her produdUon ; a wretch perhaps more 
deteftable in his own nature, than even this barba- 
rous aft has been yet able to reprcfemt him to the 
world. For there are good~reafons to bdicvc, 
from Ceyeral circutnftanCes, that he had intentions 
of a deeper dye than thofe he happened to exe- 
cute ; * I mean fuch as every good fubjeft muft 
fi-embic to- think on. He hath of late been fre- 
quently feen going up the back-ftairs at court, and 
Walking alone id an- outer room adjoining to her 
Majefiy's bedchamber. He hath often, and ear- 
Beftly preiled^ for fome time, to have accefs to the 
Queen, even fincc his correfpondence with France. 
And he has now given fuch a proof of his difpoii- 
tion, as leaves it eafy to guefs what was before in 
his thoughts, an^what he was capable of attempt-* 
ing. 

It is humbly ^to be hopedj that the legiflature will 
lAterpofe on fo extraordsnarv an occafion as this, 
an4 direft a punifhment * lome way proportiona- 
Oc to fo execrable a crime. 

£t- quicunqm tuum viobvit vulnere corpus, . 
MorU Imt mepita ' t 



* Afl •A'wtfl Immediately pafTed to make an attempt on the l!fe 
of a MviF^ cooflleUor, io the cMcutiao of Las office^ felonj withoot 
twiiic^ctofCT. 
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pe libertate retinenda, qua arte nihil eji diddus^ tibi 
ajfentior^ 

T^IIE apologias of the ancient fathers are reckoned 
•*• to have been the moft ufefiil parts of their wri- 
tings, and to havedone greateft fervicetOtheChrifti- 
an religion ; becaufe. they removed thok mkrepre* 
fentations which had done it moft injury. The me- 
thods thefe writers took, were openly and freely to 
difcover every point of their f aith, to dete^k the fife- 
hood of dieir accufers, and to charge nothing upon 
their adverfaries but what they w^re fare to make 
good. This example hath been ill followed of late? 
times ; the papifts fince the reformation ufing all arts 
to palliate the abfurdities of their tenets, and load^ 
ing the reformers with ^ thoufand calumnies ; the 
confequence of which hath been only u more va^ 
rious, wide, and inveterate reparation. It is the 
fame .thing in civil fchifros 5 a Whig fotms to knage 
of a Tory juft after the thing he moft*abIiw*S5 and 
that image ferveth to reprefent the whole body. 

. I am not fenfible of any matei-ial difierence th«re 
is between thofe \Yho call themfelves the M Whigs ^ 
and a great majority of the prefent TorieSy At Icaft 
by all I could ever find from examining feveral per- 
fons of each denominaticfti. But k muft be con- 
feffed, that tlie prefent body of WhigSy as they now 
conftitute that party, is a very odd mixture of man- 
kind, being forced to enlarge their bottom by tak- 
ing in every heterodox profejBbr either in religion 
or government, whofe oj^inions they were obliged 
;acourage for.fear of IWrcning their number; 

while 
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while the bulk of the landed ment and people were 
entirely of the old fentiments. However, they ftill 
pretended a due regard to the monarchy and the 
church, even at the time when they were making 
the largeft fteps towards the ruin of both : but not 
being able to wipe off the many accufations laid t9 
cheir charge, they endcavoured| by throwing of 
fcandaly to make the Tories appear blacker thaa 
themfelves ; that fo the people might join with 
them, as the fmaller evil of the two. 

But among all the reproaches which the JVhi£3 
have flung upon their adverfaries, there is none 
hath done them more fervice than that of pajjive 
obedience, as they reprefent it, with the confequen- 
CCS of nonrrejiftiince^ arbitrary power, indefenfible 
right, tyranny. Popery, and what not. There is no 
accufation which hath pafled with more plauiibilir^ 
than this, nor ady that is fupported with icfs jul- 
tice. In order therefore to undeceive thofe who 
have been mifled by falfe repreientattons, I thought . 
it would be no improper undertaking to fet this 
matter in a fair light, which ! think hath not yet 
been done. A Whig aiks, whether you hold pajfive* 
ohedieme f You affirm h : he then immediately criet 
out, you are a Jacobite, & friend of France and • 
die Pretender I becaufe he makes yon anfwerable 
for the definition he hath formed of that term^ 
however diflerent it be from what yoti underftand* 
I will therefore give two defcriptions of pajfiv 
$bediense %. the fir^ as it is falfelv charged by the 
Whig$, the other as it is really pron^fied hy the Tories, 
at leaA by ninetcn in twenty of all I ever convetfed 
with. 

Paffiiji Mfediinc^i as charged by the WHIGS. 

THE doftrine of paffive obedience is to b** 
lieve, that a king, even in a limited monar- 
chy^ holding his power only fcom GqOi> Va o^l 
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anfwerable to him : that fuch a king is above all' 
law ; that the cniellefi tyrant muft be fubmitted tc 
iii aU things ; and if his rommands be ever fo un- 
lawful, you muft neither fly nor refift, nor ufe any 
other weapons than prayers and tears. Although he 
fliould force your wife or daughter, murder your 
children before your face, or cut off five hundred' 
teads in a morning for his diverfion ; you are ftill 
to wifh him a long, profperous reign ^ and be pa* 
tient under all his^^ cruelties with the lame refigna* 
tioti as under a plague or a famine ; becaufe to re- 
fift him would be to refift God in the perfon of hi^ 
vicegerent. If a king of England ftiould go thro' 
the ftreets of London, in order to murder every* 
man he met, paffive obedienee commands them to* 
fubmit. AU laws made to limit him fignify no-< 
thing, although paflTed by his own confent, if he 
thitiks fit to break them. God will indeed call 
hiiii to a fevere account; but the whole people 
united to a man cannot prefumeta hold his hands, 
or offer him the leaft aElive difobecUence ; the peo- 
ple were certainly created for him, and not he for 
the people. His next heir, although worfe than' 
what I have defcribed, although a fool or a mad- 
man, hath a divine indefeafi^le right to fucced him, 
which no law can difannul ; nay, although he fiiiould 
kill his father upon tjie throne, he is immediate- 
ly King to all intents and purpofes ; the poffeffioa 
of the crown wiping off all ftains. But whofoe* 
ver fits on the throne without this title, though 
ever fo peaceably, and by confent of former kings 
and paiiiaments, is an ufurpery while there is any 
where in the world another perfon, who hath^ 
nearer hereditary right ; and the whole kingdom 
lies under mortal fin, till that heh* be reftore'd, 
becaufe he hath a divine tidc^ which no human 
Uw can defeat. 
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This and a- great deal more hath, in athoufand 
papers and pamphlets, been laid to that do£b:ine 
of pajjive abediencey which the Whigs are pleafed to 
charge upon us^ This is what they are perpetu- 
ally inftilling into the people, as* the undoubted 
principle, by^ which the prefent itiiniftry, and sr 
great majority in parliament do' at tliis time pro«^ 
ceed. This is what they- accufe the clergy of deli* 
vering from the pulpits, and of preaching up as a 
do^brmc abfolutely neceflary to falvation. And 
whoever afiirms in general, that pajjive obedience \% 
due to the fupreme power, he is prefendv loaded 
by our candid adverfaries with ftich confequences 
as thefe. Let us therefore fee what this do£brino 
is, when ftriptof fuch mifreprefentaticms, by de^ 
fcribing it as really taught and praAiiisd by the To* 
ries ; and then it will appear what grounds our ad« 
verfaries have to accufe us upon thjs article* . 

Paffive obediencef as profeffed and praEfifed by the 
TORIES. 

TH£Y think that in every government^ whether 
monarchy or republic, there is placed a fupremcr 
abfolute, unlimited power, to which paffive obedi^ 
ence is due. That whoever is intruded the power 
of making laws*, that power is without all bounds ^ 
can repeal, or enaA at pleafure, whatever laws ill 
thinks fit ; and juftly demand univerfal obedience 
and non-refiftance. That among us, as-evcry body 
knows, this power is lodged in the King or Queen, 
together with the Lords and Commons of the king- 
dom; aind therefore all decrees -whtatfoever made 
by that power, are to be aftively or paffively obeyedj 
That the adminiftration, or executive part of this 
power is in England folely intruded with the prince, 
who in admtniflering thofe laws ought to be no 
more refifted than the Icgiflative power itfelf. But 
they do not conceive the fame abfolul^ ^afVue ofet* 

dicncc 
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Hence tabt due to a limited prince's commands, 
vrhcn thcf are direAly contrary to the laws he hath 
confented to, and iwom to maintain. The crown 
may be fued, as well as a private perfon ; and if an 
arbitrary king of England fliould fkid his officers 
so feize my lands or goods againfl law> I can law* 
fully refift thcau The miniftersyhy whom^he aAs, . 
ftce liable to profettttion and impeachment^ s^thottg^ 
kis own penbn be facred. But? if he imerpofe his 
f oyal audioriry to iuppprfi their infolence, I fee nor ^ 
femedy, until itK grows a general grievance, «r until 
lAie body of the people have reaion to apprehend 
it will be fo 5 after which it becomes a cafe of nc- 
ceffity, .and then I fnppofe a firee people may aflert 
Aeir owA rights, yet without any violation to the 
perfoi:^ or lawful power of the prince. But ^tho^ 
tie T^f># idlciw^ this> and did jufKly itby .the 
fhare they had in the TivoluH«n% vet tftrey fee no 
reafon for entering into fo ungratenal a fubjeft, or 
x&Hing cbnttoyer&s upon it,- as if we were iof dddlj|t 
S4)preheniions of tyranny under the reign of fo ex- 
cellent a princefs, and while we have fo many laws 
of late years made to limit the prerogative ; when, 
Recording to tfaofe who Ipiow our confkitution beft, 
tiungs radier &em to lean to tihe other extreme^ . 
wlm:h is equally to^.be- aviotdeid: ^§to the fttcccA 
fion ; the Tories think an hereditary right to be the 
heft in its own nature^ and moft agreeable to ou9 
old conftitution ; yet at the fame time they allow it 
to be defeaiible by aA of parliament ; and fo is 
puigna ckarta too^ if the legiflature think £t : which 
is' a truth fo mani&ft, dhat no maawhounder- 
ftands the fiatitfe of government, can be in doubt . 
concerning ic 

Thcfc I take to be the fcntiments of ia great ma* 
jority among the Tories with rcfpeft tojpajjive ohe^ 
dience ^ and if the IVhigs infift, from the writings 
.talk of warm: and ignorant men, to 
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£orm a judgment of- the ^n^Iiole body, ftccordio^ to 
the firft account I have here given ; I will engage to 
produce as many of their itde» who are utterly ar 
gainft pa£iv€ ob^di^nce even to the legiflature ; ^\ho 
will aflert the laft refort of power to be in the peo- 
ple againft thofe whom they have chofen and tnift- 
ed as their reprefentatives, with the prince at the 
head ; and who will put wild improbable cafes to 

A^hew the reibnablenefs and neceflity of rciilUng the 

.iegiflative power ^n fuch imaginaiy junihires. Than 
which however nothing can be more idle ; for I 

^dare. undertake in any fyftem of government, ei- 
ther fpcculative or praftig, that was e\ cr yet in 
the world, from Plato's republic to Harrington's 

-Oceana, to put fuch difficulties as cannot be an- 
iwered. 

All the -other calumnies raifcd by the Whigs mav 

4>e as eafily wiped off; and I have charity to wim 
4hey could as fully anfwer the juft accuiations we 
have againft them. Dodwell^ Hickq;, and Leflie 
are gravely quoted to prove, tlxat the Tories defign 
to bring in the pretaf>der ; and if I fliculd quote 

.them to prove mat the fame thing is intended by 
the IP*/^/, -it would he full as reafonable ; fincc I 
4im fure djey have at leaft as much to do with Non- 
jurors as we. But our objections againft the Whigs 
sure built upon their conftant praiftice for many 
yearSj whereof I have produced an hundred in- 
ftances, agiunft any fingle one of which no anfwer 
hath yet been attempted^ although I have been cu- 
rious enough to look into all the papers I could 
meet with^ that are written againft the Examiner ; 
fuch a talk aa^ I hope, no man thmks I would un- 
dergo for any other end but that of finding an op- 
portunity to own and rectify my miftakes ; as I 
would be ready to do upon the call of the meavtjl 
advcrfary . Upon which occafion t ihaU take leave 
to add a few words. 
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J flattered myfelf -laft Thurfday, from the natttrc 

«f my fubje6l, and the inoffenfive manner I han- 
dled it, that I {hould have one creek's refpite from 

"thofe mercilefs pens, whofe feverity will fome time 
break my heart : but I am deceived, and find them 

•more violent than ever. They charge me with two 
lies and a blunder. The fk& lie is a truth, that 

^Guifc^d Was invited over ; but it 4s of no ^onfe- 
qucnc'e. I do not tax it as a fault ; ftich fort of 
men have often been ferviceable : I only blamed 

4he indiicretion of raifing a profligate abbot, at the 
firft ftep, to a lieutenant-general, and colonel of a 
regiment of horfe, without flaying fome reafona- 
ble time, as is ufual infuch caies, ^until he had gi- 

^en fome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of that 
intereft and credit he pretended to have in his 
country. But that is faid to be another lie ; for 
he was k Pupi^, and could not hav€v?a regiment-: 
however, this other lie is a truth too ; For a regi- 
ment he had, and paid by us, to his agent, Mon- 
iieur le Bas, for his ufe. The third is a blunder, 
that I fay Guifcard-s defign was ag^nft Mr. Secre- 
tary St. John, and yet my reafonings upon it are, 

*as if it were perfonally againft Mr. Harley. But I 
fay no fuch thing, and my reafonings are juft. I 
relate only what Gulfcard faid in Newgate, becaufe 
it was ^ particularity the reader mig^t be curious 
to know, (and accordingly it lies in a paragr^h 
by itfelf, after my refledtions) ; but I never naeant 
to be anfwerable for what Guifcard faid, or thought 

-it of weight enough' for me to draw conclufions 

.from thence, when I had the addref$ of both 
houfes to direct me better;- where it is exprefsly 
faid, '* that Mr. Hartey's fidelity to her Majefty, 
** and zeal for her fervice, have drawn upon him 
** the hatred of all the abettors of Popery and 
" faftion," This is what L believe, and what I 
flxaU flick tcu 

But 



No 34. THE EXAMINER. 85 

But, alas ! thefe are not the paflages which have 
raifed fo much fury againft me. One or two mif- 
takes in fafts of no importance, or a fingle blun- 
der, would not have provoked them ; they are not 
fo tender of my reputation as a writer. AH their 
outrage is-bccafioned by thofe paiTages in that pa- 
per, which they do not in the lead pretend to an-* 
Iwer, and with the utmoft reluftancy are forced to 
mention. They take abundance of pains to clear 
Guifcard from a defign againft Mr. Harley's life ; 
but offer not one argument to clear their other 
-friends, who, in the bufinefs of Greg, were equal- 
ly guilty of the fame defign againft xkatfame perfon j 
-^hqfe tongues mere very fivordsy and ^hok penknives 
were axes^. 



^034. Thurfday, March 29, 171K 

■ Sunt hie etiamfua pramia laudi 5 
Sunt lachryrrue rerunij et mentum VMrtaHa tangunt. 

T Begin^to be heartily weary of my employment as 
■■• Examiner; which I wifli the miniftry would con- 
iider with half fo much concern as I do, and aiSgn 
jne fome other widi lefs pains, and a peniion* 
There may foon be a vacancy either on the bench, 
in the revenue, or the army, and I am equally qua- 
lified fpr each ; but this trade of examining^ I ap- 
prehend, may at one time or other, go near to iour 
my temper. I did lately propofe, diat fome of 
thofe ingenious pens which are engaged on the other 
fide, might be employed to fucceed me ; and I un- 
dertook to bring them over for fothr croowu v >ssv>x. 
Vol. Ill H Vt 
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it was aafwered, that thofe gentleman do much 
better fervice in the ftations where they are. It 
was addedy that abundance of abufes yet remain- 
ed to be laid open to the world, which I had oft- 
en promifed to* do, but was too much diverted by 
other fubjefts that came into my head. On the 
other fide, the advice of fome friends, and the 
threats of many enemies, have put me upon 
conlidering what would become of me, if Umei 
Jbould alter : this I have done very maturely, and 
the refult is, that I am in no manner of paip. 
I grant, that what I have faid upon occailon, con- 
cerning the late men in power, may be called fa- 
tire by fome unthinking people, as long as that fac- 
tion is down ; but if ever they come into play a^ 
gain, I muft give them warning beforehand, that 
I fliall expedl to be 2l favourite^ and that thofe pre- 
tended advocates of theirs will be pillored for liheU 
lers. For I appeal to any man, whether I ever 
charged that party, or its leaders, with one fingle 
aftion or defign, which (if we may judge by thefr 
former praftices) they -will not openly prof efs, be 
proud of, and fcore up for merit, when they come 
again to the head of .^airs ? I faid, they were in- 
folent to the Queen : will they not value themfelves 
upon that, as an argument to prove them bold af- 
fcrtors of the people's liberty ? I affirmed, they 
were againft a peace : will they be angry with me 
for fetting forth the refinements of tneir politic^, 
in purfuing the only method left to preferve them 
in power ? I faid, they had involved the nation in 
debts, and ingroffed much of its money : they go 
beyond me, and boaft they have got it ally and the 
cre4it too. I have urged the probability of their 
intending great alterations in religion and govern- 
ment : if they deftroy both at their next coming, 
will they not reckon my foretelling it rather as a 
panegyric than an afiront? I faid, -ihey had for- 
merly 
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itterly a defign againft Mr, Harley's ♦ life ! if they 
were now in power, would they not immediately 
cut off his heady and thank me for juflifying the 
fincerity of their intentions ? In fhort, there is no- 
thing I ever faid of thofe worthy patriots, which 
may not be as well excufed : therefore as foon as 
they refume their places, I pofitively defign to put 
in my claim ; ;ind I think, may do it with a better 
grace than many of that party who now make their 
court to the prefent* miniftry. I know two or 
three great men, at whofe levees you may daily ob- 
serve a fcorc of the moft forward fates, which every 
body is aihamed of, except thofe who wear them. 
Biit I conceive; my pretenfions will be upon a ve- 
ry different foot. Let me offer a parallel cafe : 
mippofe K. Charles I. had entirely iubdued the re- 
bels at Nafeby, and reduced the kingdom to hiv 
obedience ; whoever had gone about to reafon 
from the formcrconduft of thofe yiiV^/, that if the 
TiAory had fallen on their fide, they would have 
murdered their prince, deftroyed monarchy and 
the church, and made the King's party compound 
£>r their eftates as delinquents, would have been 
calTed^a.falfc; uncharitablo^ Ubeller b^ thofe very 
perfons, who afterwards gloried in all this, and 
called it the work of the Lordy when they happened 
to iuccecd. I remember there was a perfon fined 
and imprifoned foT fcdndohmmagnatumy becaufe he 
faid the Duke of York was • ^Papift : but wheA 
that prince came to be King, and made open pro 
feffion of his religion, he had the jui^icc immedi- 
ately to releafe his prifoner, who in his opinion had 
put a compliment upon him, and not a reproach : 
and therefore Colonel Titus, who had warmly af- 
ferted the fame thing in parliament, was made a . 
privy counfellor. 

By this rule, if that which for forne politic rea- - 

• See TJjc BMmaiatr, N© ^%^ 

H 2. ^«^ 
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fons is now called icandal upon the late minifti7i| 
proves one day to be only an abftraft of fuch a 
charaftcr as they will afliime and be proud of,: I 
think I may fairly offer my pretenfions, and hope 
for their favour : and I am the more confirmed in 
this notion^ by what I have obferved in . thofe pa- 
pers that come out weekly againft the Examiner. 
The authors are perpetually telling me of my . in- 
gratitude to my mailers ; that I Uunder and betray 
the caufe; and. write with more bitternefs againft 
thofe who hire me, than againft the Whigs* Nowv 
I took all this at firft only for (o many ftrains of 
wit, and pretty paradoxes to divert the reader; but^ 
upon further thinking, I find they arc ierious^ | 
imagined I had complimented the preient miiuftiy 
for their dutiful behaviour to th« iQgeen^; for their 
love of the old conftitution in .church and ftatQ, 
for theup generofity and juftice, and for their defire 
of a fpecdy honourable peace : but it feems J am 
miftaken, and they reckon all this for fatire, b^ 
caufe it is directly contrary to the practice of all 
thofe whom they fet up to defend, and- utterly ar 
gainft all their notions of a good miniftry. There- 
fore I cannot but think they have reafon on their 
fide : for, fuj[^ofe I fhould write the character of 
an hoheft, a religious, and- a learned man ; and 
fend the firft to Newgate, the fecond to the Grer 
cian coffeehoufe, and the laft to White's ; would 
they not all pafs few fatires, and juftly enoughj. 
among the companies to whom they were fent ? 

Having therefore employed feveral papers in fuch 
fort of panegyricsy and but very few on what they 
underftand to be fatires^ I fhall henceforth upon 
occafion be more liberal of the latter ; of which 
they are hke to have a tafte in the remainder of 
this prefent paper. 

Among all the advantages which the kingdom 
hath received by the late change of miniftry, the 

^ateA muft be allowed to be the calling of the 
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prefent parliament upon the diffolution of the laft. 
It is acknowledged, that this excellent afTembly hath 
entirely recovered the honour of parliaments, which 
had been unhappily proftituted for fome years paft, 
by the factious proceedings of an unnatural majo- 
rity, in concert with a moft corrupt achniniftration. 
It is plain, by the prefent choice of members, that 
cledlors of England, when left to themfelves, da 
rightly underftand their true intereft. The mode- 
rate Whigs begin to be convinced, that we have 
been all this while in wrong hands, and that things - 
are now as they ihould be.: and that as the prefent 
houfe of Commons is the bcft reprefentaiive of 
the nation, that hath ever been fummoned in our 
memories, fo theyv have taken care in their firft 
ief£on, by that noble bill of qualification ♦, that fu- 
ture parliaments fhould be compofcd of landed 
men ; and our properties. lie no more at the mercy 
of thofe who have none themfelves, or at leaft on- 
ly what is-tranfient or imaginary. If there be any 
gratitude in pofterity, the memory of this aflembly 
will tie always celebrated ; if otherwifc, at leaft we, 
who fliare in the bleffings they derive to us, ought •. 
with grateful hearts to acknowledge them.- 

I defign in fome following papers* to draw up a^ 
lift (for I can do no more) of the great things 
this parliament hath already* performed ; the many 
abufes they have dete^Vcd ; their jufticc in deciding 
eleftions without rejgard to party ; their, chearful- 
nefs and addrefs in raifing fupplies forthe war, and '. 
at the fame cime providing forthe nation's debts; 
their duty to the Queeny and their kindnefs to the 
church. In the mean time I cannot forbear men- 
tioning two particulars, which, in my opinion, do dif- 
cover, in fome meafure, the temper of the prefent par- 
liament, and bear analogy ta thofe paffages related : 

• The qualification required by this a£V is fome c (late inland, 
citbvr in pciTefiioD or certain reverfion, Sc^ Is^ ^. 

H 3 >n 
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by Plutarch in the lives of certain great men ; 
which, as himfelf obfervcth, " although they be 
" not of actions which make any great noife or £♦ 
" gure in hiftory, yet give more light into the 
** characters of perfons, than we could receive 
.' * from an account of their moft renowned atchicvc* 
*' ments." 

Something like this may be obferved from two 
late inftances of decency and good nature in that il- 
luftrious aflembly I am fpeaking of. The firft was, 
when after that inhuman attempt upon Mr. Har- 
ley they were pleafed to vote an addrefs to the 
Queen, wherein they exprefs their utmoft detetta- 
tion of the faft, their high efteem and great con- 
cern for that able minifter, and juftly impute his 
misfortunes to that zeal for her Majefty's fervice, 
•which had drawn upon him the hatred of all the abet- 
tors of Popery and fa^ ion. I dare affirm,that fo dif- 
tinguifhing a mark of honour and good-will from 
fuch a parliament was more acceptable to a perfon 
of Mr, Harley's generous nature, than the moft 
bountiful grant that was ever yet made to a fubjeft ; 
as her Majefty's anfwer, filled with gracious ex- 
preflions in his favour, adds more to his real 
glory y than any titles Ihe could beftow. The prince 
and reprefentatives of the whole kingdom join in 
their concern for fo important a life : Thefe are 
the true rewards of Virtue > and this is the com- 
merce between noble fpirits in a coin which the 
giver knows where to beftow, and the receiver how 
to value, although neither avarice nor ambition 
would be able to comprehend its worth. 

The other inftance I intend to produce of decency 
and good nature in the prefent houfe of Commons, 
relates to their moft worthy fpeaker * 5 who having 
unfortunately loft his eldeft fon, the aflembly, 
moved with a generous pity for fo fcnfible an af- 

• WJJiiam Bxomley. Efqj 
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flidlion, adjoured themfelves for a week, that fo 
good a iervant of the public might have fome in- 
terval to wipe away a father's tears. And indeed 
that gentleman hath too juft an' occafion for his 
grief by the death of a fon who had ah-eady ac- 
quired fo great a reputation for every amiable qua- 
lity, and who might have lived to be fo great an 
honour and an ornament to his ancient family. 

Before I conclude, I muft deiire one fevour of 
the reader ; that when he thinks it worth his while 
to perufe any paper written agaiinft the Exam ner^ 
he will not form his judgment by any mangled 
quotation out of it, which he finds in fuch papers, 
but be fo juft to read the paragraph referred to ; 
which I am confident will be found a fufficient an- 
fwer to all that ever thofe papers can object ; at 
leaft I have feen above fifty of them, and never yet 
obferved one fingle quotation tranfcribed with com* 
mon candor. 
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J^ullo Jiio peccato impediantur^ quo minus alteriut 
peccata demonftrare pojfint. 



T Have been confidering the old conftitution of 
••• this kingdom; comparing it with the monarchies 
and republics whereof we meet fo many accounts in 
ancient ftory, and with thofe at prefent in moft 
parts of Europe. I have confidered our religion, 
cftabliihed here by the legiflature foon after the 
reformation, I have likewife examined the genius 
and difpofitioH of the people under that reafonablc 
freedom they poiTefi. Then I liav« tVMCivtdL tk^ xt.- 
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fieftiotis upon thofe two great divifions of Whig and 
Tory (which fome way or other take m the whole 
kingdom) with the principles they both profefs, as- 
well as thofe wherewith they reproach one another. 
From all this I endeavour to detennine from which 
fide her prefent Majcfty may reafonably hope for 
moft fccurity toher perfon and government, and to 
which fhe ought in ptnidence to truft the admini- 
ftration of her affah's. If thefe two rivals were 
really no more than parties j according to the com* 
pion acceptation of the word, I fhould agree with 
thofe politicians who think a prince defcends from 
his dignity by putting himfelf at the head of either ; 
and that his wifeft courfe is to keep them in a ba- 
lance, raifing or dcprefling either as it beft fuits 
with his deligns. But when the vifible intereft of 
his crown and kingdom lies on one fide ; and when 
the other is but a faEiioriy raifed and ftrengthened 
by incidents and intrigues, and by deceiving the 
people with falfe reprefentations of things ; he 
ought in prudence to take the firft opportunity of 
opening his fubjefts eyes, and declaring himfelf ia 
favour of thofe who are for pi-eferving the civil and 
religious rights of the nation, wherewith . his own 
are fb interwoven. 

This was certainly our cafe ; for I do not take 
the heads, advocates, and followers of xhtWhigi tg 
make up, ftri<n:ly fpeaking, a natiofial party ; being 
patched up of heterogeneous, inconiiftent parts, 
whom nothing ferved to unite, but the common 
intereft of iharing in the fpoil and plunder, of the 
people ; their prefent dread of their adverfaries, 
by whom they apprehended to be called to an ac- 
count ; and that general confpiracy of endeavour- 
ing to overturn the church and ftate, which how- 
ever if they could have compafled, they would cer^ 
tainly have fallen out among themfelves, and broke 
in pieces, as their predecejfon did after they de- 

ftroyed 
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ftroy^dthe monarchy and religion. For how could 
a IVbigy who is againft all difcipline, agree with a 
Prejbyterlan^ who carries it higher than the Papiftt 
themfelves r How coiild a Socinian adjufl his mo- 
. dels to either I or how could any. of thefe cement 
with a Deijl, or Freethinker, when they came to 
confult upon points of faith ? Neither would they 
have agreed better in their fyftems of government ■$ 
where lome would have been for a king under the 
limitations of a Duke o£ Venice ; others for a 
Dutch republic ! a third party for an ariftocracy ; 
and moftofall for fome new fabric of their own 
contriving.. 

But however, let usconiider them as a part^ 
and under thofe general tenets wherein they ar 
greedy and which they publicly owned^* without 
charging them with any that they pretend to deny. 
Then, let us examine thofe principles of the Tories 
which their adverfaries allow them to profefsi and 
do not pretend to tax them with any anions coa- 
trary to thofe profeifions : After which let the 
reader judge, from which of thefe two par'ties a 
prince hath moft to fear; and whether her Majofty 
did not confider the eafe, the fafety, and dignity 
of her perfon, the fecurity of her crown, and the 
xranfmiilion of monarchy to her Proteftant fuccef- 
ibrs, when fhe put her affairs into the prefent- 
hands. 

Suppofe the matter were not entire ; the Queen 
to make her choice ; and for that end, flioulcTor*- 
der the principles on both fides to be fairly laid be*- 
fore her. Firft, I conceive, the IVhIgs would grant, 
that they have naturally no vary, great veneratioa 
for crowned heads ; that they allow the perfon of the 
prince may, upon many occaiions, be retifted by 
arms ; and that they do not condemn thewarraifed 
ag^infl K. Charles I. or own it to be a rebellion, air 
though they would be thought to blame his mur- 
der. Th(7 do not think the. frcrogative xoAi^^^x 
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iufficicndy limited ; and have therefore taken care 
(as a particular mafk of their, veneration for the 
illuftrions houie of Hanover) to clip it ftill clofer 
Qgainft the next reign : which confequently they 
would be glad to fee done in the prefent ; not to 
mention that the majority of them, if it were put 
to thd vote, would allow that they prefer a com- 
monwealth before a monarchy. As to religion ; 
their univcrfal undifputed maxim is, that it ought 
•to make no diftinftion * at all among Prcttfiants ; 
and in the vfovd^yProteftant they include every body 
^ho is not a Pdpift^ and who will by an oath give 
ftcurity to the government. Union in difciplinc 
•and doftrine, the offenfive fin of fchifm, the no- 
tion of a chwrch and a hierarchy ; they laugh at as 
foppery, cant, and prieftcraft. They fee no neceiBty 
at all that therefRbuldtie a national faith-; andwhat - 
we ufually call by that name, they only ftyle the 
religion of the magiftrate^. Since the diffenters and 
we agree in the main, why fhould the difference of 
^ few fpeculative points or modes of drefs incapa- 
<:itate them from lerving their prince and county in 
a junfture, when we ought to have all hands up a- 
gainft thfe common enemy ? and why fhould they 
%e forced to take the facrament from our clergy's 
iiands, and in our pofture ; or indeed why compel* 
fed to receive it at all, when they take an employ- 
ment which has nothing to do with religion ? 

Thefe are the notions which moft of that partv 
avow, and which they do not endeavour; to dii- 
^ifcor fet off with falfe colours,'*or complain of 
Seing mifreprefented about. I have here placed 
them on purpofe in the fame, light, which them- 
fclves do in thcrvery apologies"^ they^make for what 
We accufe them of ; and how inviting even thefe doc- 
trines are for fuch -a monarch to clofe with, as our 
law, both ftatutc and common, underftands a 

♦'Scff Lmir on tke T#/l, vol, ^ 
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Kiag of England to be, let others decide. But then, if 
to thefe we fhould add other opinions, which moft 
of their. own writers juftify, and which their uni- 
verfal pra<SUce hath given a fan^lion to ; they 
are no more than wl^t a prince might reafon* 
ably expert, as the natural confequence of thofe a- 
vowed principles. For when fuch perfons arc at 
the head of afikirs, the low opinion they have of 
princes will certainly lead them to violate that re- 
fpe^ they ought to bear ; and at the fame time, 
their own want of duty to their fovercign is large* 
ly made up, by exacting greater fubmiffions to 
themfelves ^ from their fellow-fubjc^s ; it being 
indifputably true, that the fame principle of pride 
and ambition makes a man treat his equals with 
* infolence, in the fame proportion as he affironts his 
fuperiors: as both prince and people have fuffi* 
.. ciently felt from the late miniftry. 

Then from their confefled notions of religion as 
above related. I fee no reafon to wonder, why they 
countenanced not only all forts of diiTenterSi 
but the feveral gradations of freethinkers among us 
(all which are openly inrolled in their party) ; 
nor why they were fo very averfe from the 
"prefcnt eftablifhed form of worfhip, which, by 
prefcribing obedience to princes from the topic 
of eonfcience, would be fure to thwart all their 
fchemes of innovation. 

One thing I might add, as another acknowledge 
ed maxim in that party, and in my opinion as dan** 
gerous to the conflitution as any I have mentioned ; 
I mean, that of preferring on all occafions the 9720^ 
neyed intereft before the landed; which they were 
fo far fix)m denying, that they would gravely de- 
bate the.reafonablcnefs and juftice of it; and at 
the rate they went on, might, in a little time, 
. have found a majority of reprefentati ves fitly quali* 
fie'd to lay thofe heavy burdens on the reft of the 
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nation, which themfelves would not touch with 
one of their fingers. 

However, to deal impartially, there are fome mo- 
tives which might compel a prince under the neccffi- 
ty of affairs to deliver himfelf over to that paity. 
They were faid to poflefe the great bulk of cafli, 
and confequently of credit in the nation ; and the 
heads of them had the reputation of prefiding over 
thofe focieties who have the great direftion of 
both : So that all applications for loans to the pub- 
lic fervice, upon any emergency, muft be made 
through them ; and it might prove highly danger- 
ous to diibblige them, becaufe in that cafe it was 
not to be doubted, that thej would be obilinatte 
and malicious, ready to obftruft all aflairs, not on- 
ly by Shutting their own purfes, but by endeavour- 
ing to fink credit y although with fome prefent ima- 
ginary lofs to themfelves, only to fliew it was a 
creature of their own. 

Fr^to this fummary of Whig principles and difpo- 
fitions we find, what a prince may reafonably fear 
and hope from that party. Let us now very briefly 
confider tlie doctrines of the Tories ^ which their 
adverfaries will not difpute. As they prefer a well- 
regulated monarchy before all other forms of go-, 
vernment, fo they think it iiext to impoflible to al- 
ter that inftitution here, without involving our 
whole ifland in blood and defolation. They be- 
lieve, that the prerogative of a fovereign ought at 
leaft to be held as facred and inviolable as the 
rights of -his people ; if only for this reafon, be- 
caufe without a due fliare of power he will not be 
able to proteft them. They think, that by many 
known laws of this realm, botli ftatute and com- 
mon, neither the perfon nor lawful authority of 
the prince ought, upon any pretence whatfoever, 
to be refifted or diibbeyed. Their fentiments in 
relation to the church are known enough, and will 
^ not be controverted, being juft the reverfe to what 
IL Ihavc 
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I have delivered as the doftrine and praftice of the 
Whigs upon that article. 

'But here I <muft likewife deal impartially too ; 
and add one principle as a charafterirtic of the 
Tories, which hath much difcouraged fomc princes 
from making ufe of them in affairs ; Give the IVhigs 
but power enough tD infult their fovtreign, ingro^ 
his favours to themfelves, and to opprefs and plun- 
der their fellow-fuhjefts ; they prefently grow into 
good humour and good language towards the 
crown ; profefs they will (land by it with their 
lives and fortunes ; and whatever rudeneflcs they 
may be guilty of in private, yet they affure the 
world that there never was fo gracious a monarch. 
But to the ihame of the To'iei it muft be confeflcd, 
that nothing of all thhi hath been ever obferved 
in them ; ift Of out of favour, yt)u fee no al« 
ter a tion, farther than a little cheerfulnefs or cloud 
in their countenances \ The higlicft employments 
can add nothing to their loyalty ; but their beha- 
viour to their prince, as well as their expreflions 
of love and duty, are in ail conditions exaOly the 
fame 

Having thus impartially ftated the avowed prin- 
ciple o( Whig and Tory > let the reader determine as 
he pleafeth> to which of thefe two a wife prince . 
may, with moft fafety to himfelf and the public^ 
truft his perfon and his affairs ; and whether it were 
taflinefs or prudence in her Majefty to make thofe 
changes in the miniftry, whi<^h have been fo high- 
ly extolled by ibme, and condemned by others. 
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No. 36. Thcrfday, April 12^ 171 1. 

Tres fptcks tain dtffmiki^ trid talia iextd^ 
Una dies dedit exith ■ ■» ■ > ■ 

T Write this t>aper for the Take of the Diffenterti 
^ whom I take to be the moft fpreadiiig brandi of 
iht Whig party ^ ^9X ptdfejfeth Chriftiamty % andthd 
i)nly oiie that feems td be zealous fbr any particular 
fyitem of k ; the bulk of thofe we call the Lrw*^ 
thurcb being gehercdly indifferent and uAdeceitnin* 
ed in that point • aiid th€ other fubdivifions having 
not yet taken either the Old or New Teftament in- 
to their fchetoe. By the DiJfenterSj therefore, it 
will eaiily be underftood that I mean the Prefbyte* 
tsans, as they include the fefts of Jnabapt\ftsy inde* 
fenderit^ and othei*s» which have b^en ntelted doivn 
into them fiiice the rffiomtioni This fcA, %tk orddr 
to make itfelf nationd, having g0ne To fiOr as td 
taife a rebellion, mui^der their King, deftfoy mo- 
narchy and the thurch, was afterwards broken ill 
pieces by it own diviiiobs ; which made way for the 
King's return from his exile. However^ the zeal- 
ous among theifi did ftill entertain hope< of reco« 
vering the dominion of grace ; whereof I have* read 
a remarkable paiiage in a book publifhed about -the 
year 1661, and written by one of their own fide. 
As one of the regicides was going to his execution, 
a friend alked him, vfhetker he thought the cavfe 
toould revive ? He anfwered, ffecaufe /> in the bo^ 
fam ofChrift ; and as fare as Chrijl rofe from the 
k Aad, Jb/ure wtll the caufe revive alfo. And there* 
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fore the Nonconformifts were ftriftly watched, and 
jeftrained by penal laws, during the reign of King 
Charles II. the court andkingdon> looking on thenv 
as a fa£iion ready to join in any defiga againft the 
government in church or ftate. And furely this 
was reafonable enough, while fo many continued 
alive who had voted, and fought, a»d preac hcd a- 
gainil both, and gave no proof that they had chang- 
ed their principles. The Nomonformifts were then 
cxaftly upon the fame foot with our Nonjurors 
now, whom we double tax, forbid their conven* 
ticles, and keep under liatchcs, without thinking 
ourfelves pofi^led wkh a pei*fecuting fpirit; be-> 
cauie we knon^ they want nothing but the power to- 
ruin us. This, in my opinion, Thoiild altogether 
iilence the Diffinters complaints of perfecution unv 
der K. Charles II. or make them i\ic\y us wherein 
they differed at that fime, from what our Jaccbites 
are now. 

Their iocliaations to the church were foon dif- 
covered, when King James II. fucceeded to fhff 
crown, with whom ch^ unanimouHy joined in its 
ruin to revepge tiaem&lves for that reftraint they 
had moft juftly foftcred in the foregoing reign^ 
not froas the pei&cuting temper of the clergy, as 
their clamours would Aiggeft, but the prudence 
and caution of the. legiflature. The fame indul- 
gence againft law was made ufe of by them and the 
Papifts ; and they amicably employed their power, 
as in defence of one common intereft. 

But the revolution happening foon after, fervcd 
to waffa away the memory of the rebellion ; upon 
which the run againft Popery was no doubt as juft 
and feafonable, as that of Fanaticiftn after the re- 
ftoration ; and the dread of Popery being then our 
lateft danger, and confequently the moft frefli up- 
on our fpirjts, all mouths were open againft that ; 
the Diffenters were rewarded with an indulgence b<f 
hw ; the rebellion and King's murder ^cx^ r^o^ 
1 2 ''fiksy 
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no longer a reproach ;. the former was only a civil 
Tvai% and whoever durft call it a rebellion vr^s^ a Ja^ 
(cbite and a ft und to France. This was the more 
imcxpefteU, becaufe thc' revolution being wholly, 
brought about by church-of-England hands, they 
hoped one good confequence of it would be the re- 
lieving us from the incroachments of I^ijfenters^ as 
well as thofe of Papifts^ fince both had equally con- 
federated towards our ruin : and therefore whei> 
the crown was new fettled, it was hoped at leailr,. 
that tiie reft of the conftitution would be reftored.. 
But this aftair took a very different turn t the Dif* 
fenten had juft made a fliift to fave a tide, and join 
with the Prince of Orange, when they found all 
was defperate with thtir proti^f^r K.James; and 
obferving a party then forming againft the old 
principles in church and ftate, under the name:of 

" IVkigs and Low-churchmeny they lifted themfelves of 
it, where they have ever fince continued. 
- It is therefore upon the foot they now are. that I 
would apply myfelf to them, and defire they would 
confider the different circumftances at prefent from 

"> what they were under, when they began their dc- 
figns againft the church and monarchy about fevcn- 
ty years ago. At that junfture they made up thc 
body of the party ; and whofoeverjoincd witli theni 
from principles of revenge, difcoritent, ambition^ 
or love of change, were all forced to (hcltcr under 
their denomination ; united heartily in the preten- 
ces of a further and purer reformation in ireligion^ 
and of advancing the great ivork (as the cant was 
then) that Cod was about to do in thefe nations ; re* 
ceived the fyflems of dodlrineand difcpline prefcri* 
bed by the Scots, and readily took the covenant ; 
fo that there appeared no divifion among them, till 
after the common enemy was fubdued. 

But now tlieir cafe is quite otherwiie ; and I can 
_Jba rdly think it worth being of a party ^ upon the 

^''■■bs they have been received of l^e years. For 
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fuppofe the whole faSlion fliould at length fiiccced 
m their defign of deftroying the church ; are they 
fo weak to imagine, that the new-modelling of re- 
ligion would be put into their hands ? Would their 
brethren, the Low-churchmen and Freethinkirs^ ful^ 
mit to their difcipline^ their Jynods, or their ciaj/es ; 
and divide the lands of biihops, or deans and chap- 
ters among them ? How can they help obfcrving, 
that their allies, inftcad o£ pretending more fanfti- 
ty than other men, are ibme of them for L veiling 
all religion ; and the reil for aboliihing it ? Is it 
not manifeft, that they have been treated by their 
confederates exa^ly after the fame manner as they 
were by K, James II. made inftruments to ruin the 
church ; not for their own fakes, but under a pre- 
tended pwiJje^t of univcrfal freedom in opinion to 
advance the dark defigns of ihofc who employ 
them ? For excepting the antimonarchicnl principle^ 
and a few falfc notions about Ubertyy I iee but litdc 
agreement betwixt them ; and even in thcic, I be- 
lieve, it would be impoffible to contrive a frame of 
government that would pleafe tlitm all, if they had 
it now in their power to try. But however, to be 
fiire, the Prejhyter'tan inftitution would never ob- 
tain. For fuppofe they jQiould, in imitation of 
their predeceffors, projKjfe to have no King but our • 
Saviour Chrift ; the whode" clan of Freethinkers 
would immediately objodt and rcfufe his authority. 
Neither would their Low-ihu? ch brethren ufe them 
better, as well knowing what enemies they are to 
that do^h-ine of unlimited toleration, wherever 
they are fufibred to pr»e{ide. So that upon the 
whole I do not fee, as their prefcnt circumilances 
ftand, where the DiJJenters can find better quarter 
than from the church of England. 

Befides, I leave it to their confiddrailon, whe- 
ther, with all their zeal againfl the diurch, they 
ought not to fhew a little decency ; and how far it 
cpnlijfts with their reputation to ;t£l \ii coi\c«x.>nV5>cl 

I 3 i>^92tiwv 
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fuch confederates. It was reckoned a rery infa- 
mous proceeding in the prefent Moft Chriftian 
King * to affift the Turk againft the Emperor : po- 
licy and reafons of ftate were not allowed fufficient 
cxcufes for taking part with an Infidel SLgainA a Be^ 
tiever. It is one of the DiffenUrs quarrels againft 
the church, that ihe is not enough reformed from 
Popery : yet they boldly entered into a league with 
Papijls and a Popijb prince to deftroy her. They 
profefs much fanfti^, and objeA againft the wic- 
ked lives of fome of dur members : yet they have 
been long, and ftill continue, in ftridi combina- 
tion with Libertines and Atheijis to contrive our ru- 
in. What if the Jews ihould multiply, and be« 
come a formidable party among us ? Would the 
Dijfenters join in alliance with them likewife, be- 
cauie they agree already in fome general principles^ 
and becaufe the Jews are allowed to be ^ijivff -necked 
and rebellious people ? 

It is the part of wife men to conceal their paf* 
Sons, when they are not in circumftances of exert- 
ing them to purpofe; the arts of getting power^ 
and prefcrving ind&lgence, arc very different. For 
ihe former, the reafonable hopes of the Diffenters 
feem to be at an end ; their comrades, the Whigs 
and Freethinkers^ are juft in a condition proper to 
fc^ forfaken ; and the parliament, as Wiell as the 
body of the people, will be deluded no longer, 
Befides, it fometimes happens for a caufe tQ be ex- 
haufted and worn out, as that of the Whigs in ge- 
Tbcral feems at prefent to be t the nation had felt e- 
nough of it. It is as vain to hope reftoring that 
decayed intereft, . as for % man of fixty to talk oiF 
mtering on a new fcene of life, that is only proper 
for youth and vigour. New circumftances and 
«ew men muft arife, as wdl as new oco^ons, 
tirhich are not like to happen ixx our time. So that 

f Lew iClV.Kiiis ol Fn&sc» 
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the Diffenters hsnt no game left at prefenti but to 
iecure their indulgence : in order to which, I will 
be fo bold to ojSRar them ibme advice » 

Firfty That until ibme proceedings are a Cttle for- 
got, they would take care not to provoke, by any 
violence pf tongue or pep, ib great a nuyority as 
there is now againft them; oorJceep up any longer 
that conkhination with their- broken allies ; but dif" 
perfe thcmfelves, and lie dormant againft ibme hetr 
ter opportunity. J have fhewn they could have 
got no ftdvantiaige, if the late party Jhad prevaUed ; 
and they will certainly lofe none by its i&ll, /unlefs 
through their own fault. They pretend a migjhty 
veneration -for the Queen ; let .them give proof of 
it by quitting the ruined intereft of thoie who have 
ufed her fb ill ; and by a due refpeA to the peribns 
(he b pleafed to truft at prefent with her affairs. 
When they can no longer hope to govern, when 
^fti^ggling can do them no good, and may poffifolj 
hurt them ; what is left* Imt to be iilent and pal- 
five? 

Secondfy, Although diere be no law (befides that 
of God ahnightyj againft accopimal conformity^, it 
would be prudence in the Diffenters to ufe it as ten* 
derly as they can : far befides the infamous hypo- 
crify of the thing itfelf, too frequent praAice would 
perhaps make a remedy neceflary. And after aU 
they have faid to juftify themielves in this point, it 
ftiU continues hard to conceive, how thote confci- 
ences can pretend to be ftrupukms^ upon which an 
employment hath jnore power tfaan ^e love of. u- 
nity. 

In the loft place, I am humblv of opinion, that 
the Diffenters would do well to drop that leffon they 
have learned from their directors, of afFe^ng to 
be under horrible appi^henfions, that the Tories 
are in :the intereft of the pretender, and would be 
ready to embrace the firft opportunity of invltuv^ 
him over » It is with the worft grauiu xkc n9ox\^^^^- 
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they offer to join in the cry upon thift article : as. if 
tbofe who alone flood in the gap againft all the ii> 
croachments of Popery and arbitrary power, arc 
not more likely to keep out both than a fet of 
fcbi/matics, who, to gratify their ambition and re- 
venge, 4id, by the meaneft compliances, encou-* 
rage and fpirit up that unfortunate prince to fall 
upon fuch meafures as muft at laft have ended in the 
ruixi of our Hberty and religion. 

P. S. I wifli thofe who give themfelves the trouble 
to write' to the Examiner ^ would confider whe- 
ther that they fend be proper for fuch a paper ta 
take notice of. I had one letter laft week, writ- 
ten, as I fuppofe, by a divine, to defire I would 
offer fome reafons againft a bill now before the 

. parliament for afcertaining the tithe of hops j from 
which the writer apprehends great damage to the 
<>lcrgy, elpecially the poorer vicars. I£ it be as 
he i^s, (andhe feems to argue very reafonably 
upon it), the convocation now fitting, will,, no 
doubt, upon due application, reprcTcnt the mat- . 
tcr to the houfe of Commons ; and he may. ex-* 

' pe<^ all juftice and favour from thox great body, 
who have already appeaired fo tender of their 
rights. 

A gentleman likewife, who hath fent me feveral 

: letters relating to perfbnal hardfhips he received 
from&me of the late miniftry, is advifed to pu^ 
blifh a narrative of them, they being too large, 
and not proper for this, paper. 
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Simper caufie eventorum magis mavent quam ipfa €^ 
venta^ 



T AM glad to obferve, tliat feveral among the 
Whigi have begun very much to change their 
language of late. The ftyle is now among the* 
reafonable part of them, when they meet a man in 
buiincfs, or a member of parliament ; Well, Gentli* 
men J if you go on as you have hitherto done^ we Jbalt 
no longer have any pretence to complain. They find, 
it feems, that there have been yet no overtures 
made to bring in the pretender^ nor any preparatory 
fteps towards it. They read no inflaving votes,. 
Rof bills brought in to endanger the fubjeA. The* 
indulgence to fcrupulous coniciences is again con- 
firmed, from the throne, inviolably preferved, and; 
not the Icaft whifper oflercd that may afieft it. All 
care is taken to fupport the war ; fupplies chearful- 
ly granted, and fiinds readily fubfcribed to, infpite 
of the little arts made ufe of to'difcredit them. The 
juft refentments of fome, which are laudable in- 
themfelvcs, and which at another junftuve it might 
be proper to give way to, have been foftened or 
diverted by the calmnefs of others. So that, up* 
on the article of prefent management, I do n06 
fee how any objection of weight can wdll be raifcdv 
However, our adverfaries ftill alledge, that this 
great fiiccefs was wholly unexpefted, and out of all 
probable view : that in public affairs we ought leafi 
of aU others to judge by events : x3:iax: \!lei£ 2CCL^m\f^ 
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of changing a miniftrjr, during the difficukies of a 
long war, wasrafti and inconliderate : that if the 
Qiieen were difpofed, by her inclinations, or from, 
any perfonal diflike, for fuch a change, it might 
have been done with more fafety in a time of peace ; 
that if it had mifcarried by any of thofc incidents^ 
which in all appearance might have intervened, 
the confequences would perhaps have ruined the 
whole confederacy t and therefore^ however k bath 
now fiicceededy the experiment was too dangerous 
to try. 

But this is what we can by no means allow them* 
Wie never will admit rafhi^s or chance tt> have» 
produced all this harmony and order. It is vifiblc 
to the world, that the feveral fteps towards dik 
change were flowly taken, and. with the utmoft 
caution. The mav/r^cbferved as they went on, 
how matters would bear ; and advanced fio ^thar 
at firA, than £0 as diey might be able to ftop or go 
bodk, if ciicumftances were not mature. Things 
were grown to fiich a height, that it was no longer 
the queftion, whether a perfbn who aimed at an 
employment, were a Whig or Tory ; much leis wke»* 
t4ier he had merit, or proper abilities, for what he 
pjsteqded to : h^ muft owe his preferment only to 
the favourites $ and the crown was €0 hr from n^ 
minating, that they would not allow it a tugativs^. 
This the Queen was reiblved no longer to endure ; 
and began to break into their frifcription^ by be<> 
ftowing one or two places of confequence without 
Gonfulting her ephori^ after they had fixed them for 
others, and concluded as ufuai, that all their bufi« 
nefi was to fignify iheir pleafure to her Majefty* 
But although the persons the Queen had chofea 
were ftich as no objedtion could well be raijfed ar 
gainft upon the fcore of party, yet the oligarchy took 
the alarm ; their fbvereign authority was, it feems^ 
called in queiiion ; they grew into anger and dif- 
j^mtcnt, js if their undouttted. rights were viola* 
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ted. Ail former obl^itions to their ibyefeign now 
became cancelled ; and they put themielves upon 
the foot of people^ who are hardly tifed after the 
moft eminent fervices. 

I believe all men» who know any thing in poli- 
tics^ wiU agreei that a prince thuf treated by thoft 
he hath moft confided m, and perpetually loaded 
with hb favoursi ought to extricate himfelf as fooft 
as pcrfEble ; and is then only blameable in his choice 
of tirne^ when he defers one tninute after it is in 
his power $ becaufe from the monftrous incroach* 
ments of exorbiunt avarice and ambition he cannot 
tell how long it may continue to be fo. And it 
will be fouAd upon inquiring into hiftory, that 
moft of thofe prlnc6s who have been ruined by fa* 
vouritesi have owed their mbfortune to the negleA 
of earlier remedies; deferring to ftruggle^ until 
they were quite Amk. 

The Whigs are every da^ curfing the ungoverna* 
ble raffe^ me haughty pridcj and infatiabie cove* 
foufneu of a certain per/jfn, as the caufe of their 
fall ; and are apt to teU their thoughts, that one 
Jingle removal might have fet all things right. But 
the interefti of ^t Jingle ferfm were faund upon 
experience fo complicated and woven with the reft 
by Iwe^ by «ii;^, t^ marriage, by alHana^ that they 
would rather confound heaven and earthy than dir* 
iblve Aich an union. 

I have always heard and underftood^ that a king 
of England poflefled of his people'^ hearts, at the 
head of a free parliament, and in full agreement 
with i great m^jOVity, made the true figure in the 
world that fuch a monarch ought tado > and pur- 
fued the realintereft of himfelf and his kingdom. 
Will they allow her Majefty to be in thofe circum- 
Ihmces at prefent? .And was it not plain by the 
addreiles fent from all parts of the ifland, and by 
the vifible difpofition of the peoplCi that f\3LcK ?u 
pailiament would undoubtedly be cVio&ti'i IltA ^o 
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it proved without the court's ufing any arts to in* 
fiuence eleftions. 

What people then are thefe in ia corner, tb ^hbm 
the conftitution muft truckle? If the whole nation's 
■credit cannot fupply funds for the war, without 
humble applications from tlic entire legiflature to a 
few retailers of money, it is high time we fliould 
4ue for a peace. What new maxims are thefe, 
which neither we iior our forefathers ever heard 
of before, and which tK) wife inftitution would e- 
ver allow ? Mutt our laws from henceforward pafs 
the Bank and Eaft-India company, or have their 
royal ajfent before they are in force ? 

To hear fome of thefe worthy reafoners talking 
of Credit^ that (he is fo nice, fo fqueamifh, fo ca* 

i)ricious, you would think they Were defcribing a 
ady troubled with vapours, or the colic, to be re- 
moved only by a courfe ofjteel, ot pmalltnving dhuU 
let. By the narrownels of their thoughts one 
would imagine, they conceived the world to be no 
wider than Exchange-alley. It is probable they nlay 
have fuch a fickly dame among them ; and it is well 
if (he hath no worfe difeafes, confidering what 
hands (he pafles through. But the National Credit 
is of another complexion ; of found health, and 
an even temper ; her life and exiftencc being a quin- 
teflcnce drawn from the vitals of the whole kingdom : 
and we find thefe money -^politicians ^ after all their 
noife, to be of the fame opinion by tJie court they 
paid her, when (he lately appeared to them in the 
form of a lottery^ 

As to that mighty error in politics they charge 
upon the Queen, for changing her minittry in the 
height of a war, I fuppofe it is only looked upon 
as an error under a l^higgijh adminiftration ; othef- 
wife the late King had much to anfwer for, who 
did it pretty frequently. And it is well known, 
that thejate miniftry o( famous memory v^ths brought 
in during the prefent war \ only with this circum- 
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ftance, that two or three of the chief did firft change 
their own priaciplesj and then took in fuitable com- 
panions. 

But howevw, I fee ik) reafon why the Tories 
Ihould not value their wifdom hy events, as well 
as the Whigi. Nothing was ever thought a more 
precipitate, rafh cOunfel than that of altering the coin 
at the jundhire it was done ; yet the prudence of 
the undertaking Vas fufficiently juftified by the fuc' 
cefs. Perhaps it will be faid, that the attempt was 
^eceflary, becaufe the whole fpecies of money wa^ 
io grievoufly clipped and counterfeit : and is n6t 
her Majefty's authority as facred as her coin ? and 
hath not diat been moft fcandaloufly clipped and 
mangledy and often counterfeited toof 

It is another grievous complaint of the fVhigs^ 
that their late friends, and the whole party aic 
treated with abundance of feverity in print, and in 
particular by the Examiner. They think it hard^ 
that when they are wholly deprived of power, hat' 
^d by the people> and out of all hope of re-ella- 
blifhlng themfelves, their infirmities fhoidd be fo 
often difplayed in order to render them yet more 
odious to mankind. This is what they employ their 
writers to fet forth in their papers of the week ; 
and it is humourous enough to obferve one paget a-^ 
^en up in railing at the Examiner, for his invec- 
tives againft a difcarded miniftry, and the other 
fide filled with the falfeft and vileft abufes againft 
thofe who are now in the higheft power and credit 
VB;ith tikeir fovereign, and whofe leaft breath would 
fcatter them into filence and obfcurity However^ 
although I have indeed often wondered to fee fo 
much licentioufnefs taken and connived at, and am 
fure it would not be fuffered in any other country 
of Chriftendom ; yet I never once invoked the 
afliAance of the goal or pillory ^ which, upon the leaft 
provocation, was the ufual ftyle during tlicir ty- 
ranny. There hath not paffed a vjtek v\ie^^ v\N^tv- 

Vol. III. K ^^ 
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ty years without fome malicious paper fcattered in 
every coffeehoufe by the cmifTaries of that party, 
whether it were down or up. I believe they will not 
pretend to objeA the fame thing to us : nor do I 
remember any conftant weekly paper with reflec- 
tions on the late miniftjry or junto. They have ma- 
ny weak defencelefs parts ; they have not been 
ufed to a regular attack, and therefore it is that 
they are fo ill able to endure one, when it comes 
to be their turn. So that they complain more of 
a few months truths from us, than we did of all 
tlieir lies and malice for twice as many years. 

I cannot forbear obferving upon this occafion, 
that thofe worthy authors I am speaking of, feem 
to me not fairly to reprefent the fentiments of their 
party ; who in difputing with us do generally give 
up levcral of the late miniftry, and freely own 
many of their failings. They confeft the mon- 
.ftrous debt upon the navy to have been caufed by 
mo ft fcandalous mifmanagcment ; they allow the 
infolence oi fome^ and xka^ avarice of others^ to have 
been infupportable : but thefe gentlemen are moft 
liberal of their praifes to thofe perfons, and upon 
thofe very articles, where their wifeft friends give 
up the point. They gravely tell us, \k\zxfuch a one 
was the moft faithful fervant that ever any prince 
had ; another ^ the moft dutiful ; a thlrdy the moft 
generous ; a fourth^ of the greateft integrity : fo 
that I look upon thefe champions rather as retain- 
ed by a cabal than a party ; which I deftre the 
reafonable men among them would pleafe to con- 
£der,. 
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Jndtgnum eft in ea civUate, qua legibus continetur, 
difcedi a legibus, 

T Have been often confidering how it comes to pafs> 
•^ tliat the dexterity of mankind in evil fliould al- 
ways out-grow not only the prudence and caution 
©f private perfbns, but the continual expedients of 
the wifeft laws contrived to prevent it. I cannot 
imagine a knave to poffels a greater fhare of natu- 
ral wit or genius, than an honeft man. I have 
known very notaUe fharpers at play, who, upon 
all occaiions, were as great dunces as human ihape 
can well allow ; and' I believe the fame might be 
oblerved among the otlier knots of thieves and 
pickpockets about this town. The propofition- 
however is certainly true, and to be confirmed by 
an hundred inftanceSr A icrivener, an attorney, 
a ftockjobber, and many other retailers of frauds 
0xall not only be able to over-reach others much 
wifer thaa themfelves, but find out new inventions 
to elude the force of any law made againft them. 
I fuppofe the reaibn of this may be, that asr 
the aggreflbr is faid to have generally the ad- 
vantage of the defender, fo the makers of the law,, 
which is to defend our rights, have ufiially not fo 
much induftryji or vigour, as thofe whofe intereft 
leads them to attack it. Befides, it rarely happens 
that men are rewarded by the public for their juf- 
tice and virtue j neither do thofe who a£t upon fuch 
principles, expeft any recompenfe until the next 
world : whereas fraud, where it i\}.cc^^ds, %\n^'^ 
K 2 ^t^feox 
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preient pay ; and this is allowed the greateft fpur 
imaginable both to labour and invention^. Whea 
a law is made to ftop fome growing evil, the wits 
of tholti whofe intereft it is, to break it with fecrc- 
cy or impunity, are immedktely at work; and even, 
among thofe who pretend to fiaurer charaftefs, ma- 
ny would gladly find means to avoid what they 
would not be thought ta violate. They d^lire to 
reap the advantage if pofSble without the fhame. 
Or at leaft without the danger, this art is what I . 
take that dextrous race of men, ^rung up foon 
after the revolution, to have ftudied with greatei* 
application ever iince, and to have arrived at great 
perfedlion in. According to the dodlrine of fome 
Romifli cafuifts, they have found out qttam prope 
ad peccatum fine peccato poffint accedere i they can- 
tell how to go withia an inch of an impeachment, 
and yet come back untouched. Tliey know whiat 
degree of corruption will juft forfeit an employ- 
ment, and whether the bribe you receive be fuffi- 
cient to fet you right, and put fomething in your 
pocket befides : how much to a penny you may 
iafely cheat the Queen, whether forty, fifty, or 
fixty per cent, according to the ftation you are in,, 
and the difpolkions of the perfons in office below, 
and above you . They have computed the price you 
may fecurely take or give for a place, or what part, 
of the falary you ought to referve. They can dif- 
creetly diftribute five hundred pounds in a fmall 
borough, without any danger from the ftatutes a- 
again ft bribing eleftions. They can manage a bar' 
gain for an office by a third, fourth, or fifth hand;, 
lo that you fliall not know whom^ to accufe. They 
can win a thoufand guineas at play in fpite of the- 
dice, and fend away the lofer Satisfied. They can. 
pafs the moft exorbitant accounts, overpay the 
creditor with half his demands, and fink the reft. 
It would be endlefs to relate, or rather indeed. 
impoffiblc to difcover the fcveral ai'ts which curi* 

QUS. 
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ous men have found out to enrich themfelves by 
defrauding the public in defiance of the law. The 
military men, both by fea and land, have equally 
culuvated this moft ufeful fcience : neither hath ic 
been altogether neglefted by the other fex ; of 
which, on the contrary, I could produce an In- 
ftance that would make ours blufh to be fo far out- 
done. 

Befides, to confefs the truth, our laws themfelves 
are extremely defeftive in many articles, which I 
take to be one ill effeft of our beft pofleflion, li- 
berty. Some years ago the ambaflador of a great 
prince * was arrefted, and outrages committed on 
his perfbn in our ftreets, without any poflibility of 
redrefs from Weftminfter-hall, or tlie prerogative 
of the fovereign ; and the legiflature was forced to 
provide a remedy againft the like evils in time to 
come. A commiffioner of the ftamped paper was 
lately difcovered to have notorioully cheated the 
public of great fums for many years, by counter- 
feiting the ftamps, which the law hath made capi- 
tal : but the aggravation of his crime proved to be 
the caufe that faved his life ; and that additional 
heightening circumllance of betraying his truft wai 
found to be a legal defence. I am afliired, that the 
notorious cheat of the brewers at Portfmouth, de- 
tected about two months ago in parliament, can- 
not, by any law now in force, be punifhed in any 
degree equal to the guilt and infamy of it. Nay, 
what is almoft incredible, had Guifcard f furvived 
his deteftable attempt upon Mr. Harley*s perfon, 
all the inflaming circumftances of the fa6l would 
not have fufficed, in the opinion of many lawyers, ' 
to have punilhed him with death ; and the public 
muft have lain under this dilemma , tither to con- 
demn him by a law ex poji fadio, (which would 

• Peter the Great, Czar of Mufcovy. 
f He jiied of the wounds he reccivtd^ ;. 

K 3 Vvi% 
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have been of dangerous confequence, and from an' 
ignominious precedent), or undergo the mortifica* 
tion to fee the greateft villain upon earth efcape 
unpuniihed, to the infinite triumph and delight of 
Popery and faiiien. But even this is not to be 
wondered at, when we confider, that of all the in* 
folences offered to the Queen fince the a£t of in- 
demnity, (at leaft that ever came to my ears), I can 
hardly inftance above two or three, which by the 
letter of the law could amount to high treafon. 

From thefe defefts in our laws, and the want of 
fome difcretionary power, fafely lodged, to exert 
upon emergencies ; as well as from the great ac- 
quirements of able men to elude the penalties of 
thofe laws they break, it is no wonder that the in- 
juries done to the public are fo feldom redreffed. 
But belides, no individual fuffers by any wrong he 
doth to the commonwealth, in proportion to the 
advantage he gains by doing it. There arc (even 
or eight millions, who contribute to the lofs, while 
the whole gain is funk among a few. The damage 
fuffered by the public is not fo immediately or 
heavily felt by particular perfons ; and the zeal 
of profecutions is apt to drop and be loft among 
numbers. 

But imagine a fet of politicians for many years 
at the head of affairs, the game vifibly their own, 
and, by confequence, ailing with great fecurity ; 
may not thefe be fometimes tempted to forget their 
caution by length of time, by exctfs of avarice and 
Ambition, by the infolence or violence of their na- 
ture, or perhaps by a mere contempt of their ad- 
verfaries ? May not fuch motives as thefe put them 
often upon a£lions direftly againft the law, fuch as 
no evafions can be found for, and which will lay 
them fully open to the vengeance of a prevailing 
intereft, whenever they are out of power ? It is 
anfwered in the affirmative. And here we cannot 
refufe the late miniftry their due praifes ; who, 

fore- 
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ibrefeting a ftorm^ provided for their own fafetyr 
by two admirable expedients^ by which, with great 
prudence, they have escaped the puniihments due 
to pernicious counfels, and corrupt management « 
The firft was to procure, under pretences hardly: 
fpecious, a general aft of indemnity, which cuts off 
all impeachments. The iecond was yet more re- 
fined : fuppofe, for inflance, a counfel is to be pur- 
fued, which is neceflary to carry on the dangerous 
defigns of a prevailing party, to preferve them i» 
power, to gratify die unmeafurable appetites of a 
few leaders civil and military, although by hazard- 
ing the ruin of the whole nation -, this counfel, 
defperate in itfelf, unprecedented in its nature, they, 
procure a majority to form into an addrefs, which 
makes it look like the fenfe-of the nation. Under 
that fhelter they carry on the work, and lie fecure 
againft after-reckonings. 

I muft be io free to tell my meaning in this'; that 
among other things, I underftand it of the addrefs 
made to the Queen about three years ago, to de- 
fire that her Majefiy would not confent to a peace, 
without the entire reftitution of Spain. A pro* 
ceeding which, to people abroad, muft look like 
the higheft ftrain of temerity, folly, and gafconade. 
But we at home, who allow the promoters of that 
advice to be no fools, can eafily comprehend the 
depth and myfteiy of it. They were aflured by 
this means to pin down the war upon us ; confe- 
quently to increafe their own power and wealth, 
and multiply difficulties upon the Queen and king- 
dom, until they had fixed their party too firmly to 
be fliaken, whenever they fhould find themfelves 
difpofed to reverfe their addrefs, and give us leave 
to wiih for a peace. 

If any man entertains a more favourable opinion 
of this monftrous ftep in politics, I would alk him, 
what we muft do in cafe we find it impoflible to 
recover Spain ? Thofe among the "Wbigi -vVoXi^- 
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lievc a God, will confefs that the events of war 
lie in hb hands ; and the reft of them, who ac^ 
knowledge no fuch power, will allow, that fortune 
hath too great a ihare in the good or ill iuccefs of 
military aftions to let a wife man reafon upon 
them, as if they were entirely in his power. If 
Providence fhaU think tit to refufe fuccefs to our 
arms ; with how ill a grace, with what fhame and 
confufion fhall we be obliged to recant that preci- 
pitate addrefs, unlcfs the world will be fo charita- 
ble to confider, that parliaments among us differ 
as much as princes ; and that, by the fatal con* 
3«n£lion of many unhappy circumftances, it is very 
poflible for our ifland to be reprefented fometimes 
by thofe who hav? the leaft pretentions. So litde 
truth or juftice there is in what fome pretend to 
advance, that the adlions of former fenates ought 
always to be treated with refpeft by the latter ; 
that thofe afl"emblies are all equally venerable, and 
no one to be preferred before another : by which 
argument the parliament that began the rebellion 
againft King Charles I. voted his trial, and appoint- 
ed his murderers, ought to be remembered with 
refpe6l. 

But to return , from this digreffion : It is very 
plain, that confideting the defeftivenefs of our laws, 
the variety of cafes, the weaknels of the preroga- 
tive, the power, or the cunning of ill-defigning 
men, it is poffible that many great abufes may b6 
vifibly committed, which cannot be legally punifh- 
ed ; efpecially if we add to this, that fome inqui-* 
Hes might probably involve thofe, whom, upon o- 
thcr accounts, it is not thought convenient to dif- 
turb. Therefore it is veiy falfe reafoning, efpeci- 
ally in the management of public affairs, to argue 
that men are innocent, becaufe the law hath not 
pronounced them guilty. 

I am apt to think it was to fupply fuch defefts as 
^efe, that fatirc was firft inuoduced into the world? 

whereby 
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whereby thofc, whom neither religion, nor natural 
virtue, nor fear of punifhment, were able to keep 
within the bounds of their duty, might be with- 
held by the fhame of having their crimes expofed 
to open view in the ftrongeft colours, and them- 
felvcs rendered odious to mankind. Perhaps all 
this may be little regarded by fuch hardened and 
abandoned natures as. I have to deal with ; but next 
to taming or binding a favage animal, tlie beft fer- 
vice you. can do the neighbourhood is to give them 
warning either to arm themfelves or not come ill 
its way. 

Could I have hoped for any figns of remorft 
from the leaders of that fa<^ion, I fhould very 
gladly have changed my ftyle, and forgot, or pafT- 
ed by, their million of enormities. But they are 
every day more fond of difcoverihg their impotent 
zeal and malice : witncfs their conduft in the city 
about a fortnight ago, which had ho other end 
imaginable, befides that of perplexing our affairs, 
and endeavouring to make things dcfperate, that 
themfelves may be thought neceflary. While they 
continue in this frantic mood, I fhall not forbear 
to treat them as they deferve ; that is to fay, as the 
inveterate, irreconcileable cuemics to our country 
and its conftitutipn. 

N^'jp.. Thurfday, May 3* 1711*. 

J^is tukrit Gracchcsde feditione querenies? 

npHere have been certain topics of reproach Ii- 

■■- berally beftowed for fome years paft, by the 

Whigs and Tories upon each other, "^t 5:Vk»x^ 
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the former with a defign of deftroying the ejiablijb' 
eil churchy and introducing Fanot'tcifm and Freethink" 
ing in its ftead. We accufe them as enemies to 
monarchy ; as endeavouring to undermine the pre- 
fent form of government, and to build a common- 
wealth, or fome new fcheme of their own, upon 
its ruins. On the oth^r fide, their clamours againft 
us may be fummed up in thofe three formidable 
words. Popery, arbitrary power ^ and th^ pretender^ 
Our ^ceuiations^ ^ againft them we endeavour to 
make good by certain overt afts ; fuch as their per- 
petually abufing the whole body of the clergy, their 
declared contempt for the very order of pricft- 
hood, their averfion againft Epifcopacy, the public 
encouragement and patronagie they gave taTindal,. 
Toland, and other AtheifticaL writers-; their ap» 
peai*ing as profefled advocates retained by the du^ 
ienters, excufing their feparation, and laying the 
guilt of it to the obftinacy of the church ; their 
frequent endeavours to repeal the teft^ and their 
{letting up the indulgence to fcrupulous confciences 
as a point of greater importance than the eftablifh- 
ed worfhip. The regard they bear to our monarchal. 
hath appeared by their open ridiculing the martyr^ 
4om of K, Charles. I. ia their Calvesrhead. clubsj 
their common difcourfes, and their pamphlets-; 
their denying the unnatural war raifed againft that 
prince, to have been a rebellion ; their juftifying 
£is murder ia the allowed papers of the week ; 
their induftry in publifhing and fpreading feditiouS' 
and republican tradls,. fuch as Ludlow's Memoirs, 
Sidney of Gavernment, and' many others 5 their' 
endlefs lopping of the prerogative, and mincing in- 
to nothing her Majefty's. titles to the crown.. 

What proofs they bring for our endeavouring to 
introduce Popery y arbitrary powery and the pretend' 
ePy I cannot readily tell, and would be glad to 
hear : however, thofe important words having, by 
crousinanagemcm, been found of mighty fer- 

vice 
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vice to the canfe, although applied with little co- 
lour, either of reafon or jnfUce : I have been con- 
fidering, whether they may not be adapted to more 
proper objeAs. 

As to Popery^ which is the firft of thefe ; to deal 

plainly, I can hardly think there is any fet of men 

among us, except the profeflbrs of it, who have 

any direft intention to introduce it here ; but the 

qucftion is, Whether the principles and practices 

of us or the Whigs, be moft likely to make way 

for it ? It is allowed on all hands, that among the 

methods concerted at Rome, for bringing over 

England into the bofbm of the Catholic churchy 

one of the chief was to fend Jcfuits, and other c- 

miflaries, in lay habits ; who perfonating tradefmen 

and mechanics^ ihould mix with the people, and, 

under the pretence of a further and purer reforma' 

tioriy endeavour to divide us into as many fefts as 

poffible ; which would either put us under the ne- 

ceffity of returning to our old errors to prefervc 

peace at home ; or by our divijions make way for 

ibme powerful neighbour, with the afliftance of the 

pope's permiflion and a confecrated banner, to con- 

>ert and injlave us at once. If this hath been rec- 

oned good politics, (and it was the beft the Jefuit 

hools could invent), I appeal to any man, whether 

ic Whigs, for manv years paft, have not been em- 

oyed in the very fame work ? They profefled on 

occafions, that they knew no reafon why any one 

Icm of fpectdative opinions (as they term the doc- 

les of die church) ihould be cftablifhed by law, 

re than another ; or why employments fhould be 

fined to<he religion of the magiftrate, and that 

B<1 the churdh ejiablijhed. The grand maxim they 

down was. That no man, for the fake of a few 

ms and cercmonieSy under the names of doSirine 

difcipliney fliould be denied the liberty of ferv- 

bos gauntry : as if places would go vbt'ggivi^^ 
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\Xti\t^ BrovtniftSf famill/isy Sweet fingers ^ ^lakers^^ 
^nabaptifls, iod Muggletonians VfOvld take them off 
our haiids. 

I have been fometimes imaginhig this fcheme 
brought to .perfection, and how diverting it would 
be to fee half a dozen Sweet fingers on the bench 
in their ermines, and two or three Quakers with 
their whixe ftaives at court. I can only fay, thb 

Jrojeft is the very counter-part of the late Kin|; 
ame's defign, which he took up as the beft method 
for introducing his own religion under the pretext of 
an univerfal liberty of confciencej and that no differ- 
ence in religion ihould make any in his favour. 
Accordingly, to fave appearances, he dealt fome 
employments among Dijfenters of moft denomina- 
tions ; and what he did was no doubt in purfuance 
of the beft advice he could get at home or abroad; 
but the church tliought it the moft dangerous ftep 
he could take for her deftrudtiori. It is true King 
James admitted Popifts among the reft, which the 
Whigs would not : but this is fufficiectly made up 
by a material circumftance, wherein they feem to 
itave much outdone that jJiince, and to have car- 
i:ied their liberty of conscience to a higher point, hav^ 
ing granted it to aU rfie clafles of Freethinkers^ 
(which the nice confcience of a Popijh prince vrovM 
not give him leave to do), aii4 were therein migh- 
tily overfeen ; becaufe it is agreed by the learned, 
that there is but a very narrow ftep from jitheifm 
to the other extreme, fuperjlition. So that, upon 
the whole, whether the JVhigs had any real de* 
flgn of bringing in Popery or no, it is very, plain 
that they took the moft effeftual ftep towards it ; 
and if the Jefuits had been their immediate direc- 
tors, thty could not have taught diem better, nor 
have found apter fcholars. 

, Their fecond accufation is, that we encourage 
and maintain arbitrary power in princes, and pio- 
""^ mote 
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mote injlaving doEirines among the people. Tliis 
they go about to prove by inftances, producing the 
particular opinions of certain divines in K. Charles 
il.'s reign, a decree of Oxford univcrfity, and fome 
few writers fincc tKe revolution What they mean 
if the principle oi paffive^obecUence and non refijlance^ 
which thofe who aflim, did, I believe, never intend 
Aould include arbitrary power. However, altho' 
I am fenfibie that it is not reckoned prudent in a 
difpute to make any conceilions without the laft ne- 
ceflity ; yet I do agree, that, in my own private 
opinion, ibme writers did carry that tenet oipnjfivi 
medicnce to a height, which feemed hardly confift- 
•ent with the liberties of a country, whofe laws can 
neither be enaAed nor repealed without the confcnt 
of the whole people ; I mean not thofe who affirm 
it due in general, as it certainly is, to the legiila- 
ture ; but fuch as fix it entirely in the prince's per- 
ibn. This laft hath, I believe, been done by a very 
few ; but when the JVMgs quote authors to prove it 
upon us, they bring in all who mention it as a duty 
in general, without applying it to princes abftra£tcd 
fi'om their fenate. 

■ By thus freely declaring my own fentiments of 
fajfive obedience^ it will at leaft appear that I do not 
write for a party ; neither do I upon any o^cafion 
pretend to fpeak their fentiments, but my own. 
The majority of the two houfcs, and the prefent 
sniniftry (if thofe be a party) feem to me in all their 
proceedings to piu*fue the real intereft of church 
and ftate ; and if I iliould happen to diftcr from 
particular perfons among them in a ilngle notion 
about government, I fuppofe they will not upon 
that account explode me and my paper. However, 
as an anfwer once for all to the tedious fcurrilities 
of thofe idle people, who affirm I am liired and 
directed what to write ; I muft here inform them, 
that their cenfure is an effcft of ihcir principles. 
The prefent miniilry are, under uO.tijbuSit) ^^ c^civ 
, Vol. III. L ^^S»% 
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' ploying proftitute pens ; they haye no dark defigns 
to promote by advancing heterodox opinions. 

But, to return, fuppofe two orihrce private di- 
vines under K. Charles II. did .a littLe.overib:*ain the 
doSrine of paffive obedience to^vmct^ \ fome allow- 
ance might be given to the memory of that unnatU" 
rai reMUsjp againft his iather, and the difmal con- 
fequences of refiftance, ilx. is plain, by the proceed* 
ings of the churchmen ^before and at the revolu- 
tion, that this dodcinc'. was. never deiigned to in* 
troduce arbitrary poxjcec. 

I look upon the Whigs ^^i^Diffenters to be ezaft* 
Jy of the fame political faith ; let us therefore (ee^ 
what fliare each of chem> had in advancing arMtr^aj 
f9wer. fit is manifeft, that the Fanatics made Crom- 
well the moft abfolute tyrant in Chriftendom. Thtf 
rump aboliflied the houfe of Lords ^ the army aboUfhr 
^ the rumpi' and by this army of faints he govern^ 
ed. The Diffenters took liber4y of conicience and 
employments from the late King James, as an ac- 
knowledgment of his difpenfing power ; which makes 
a King of England as abfolute as the Turk. The 
Whigs under the late King perpetually declared for 
keeping up a ftanding army in times of peace; 
which hath in all ages been the jfirft and great ftep 
to the ruin of liberty. They were befides difco^ 
vering every day their inclinations to dcftroy the 
rights of the church, and declared their opinion 
in all companies againft the bifhops fitting in the 
houfe of Peers y which was exadUy copying after their 
predeceffors of y(?r/y-^«^. I need not -fay, their 
real intentions were to make the King abfolute; 
but whatever be the defigns of innovating mex^ 
they ufually end in a tyranny ; as we may fee bf 
^n hundred examples in Greece^ and in the later 
commonwealths of Italy, mentioned by Machia** 
vel. 

In the third place, the Whigs accufe us of adc- 
iSgn to bring 10 Htkt prtitndcr \ and to give it a great- 
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f r aiF o£ probability^ they iuppofe the Queen to be 
a party ia this de£lgD ; which however is no very 
cxtraofdinsypy fuppoiition in thofe who have ad- 
vanced inch fingular paradoxes concerning Greg 
and Guifcard^ . Upon thi^ article their charge is 
l^neral^:. without ever offering to produce an in- 
flaoce... Ikit I verily think and believe, it will ap«^ 
pear ixypanKbiZy ihat, if ever he be brought in^ 
|h& AK^Ugf >are his men. For, firft, it is an un»* 
doubted tnith^- that, a veas or two after the revolts 
iiciif Several kadeirs of that party had their pardons 
ftnt them by the late King James ; and had enter* 
€d upoa meaiiireft to rcftore him on account of 
t^me diibbligations they received from K. William. 
Befides, I would aik, whether thofe who are under 
tkc gwateft tics of gratitude to K. James, are not 
at tUs day beccttne the moft zealous Whigs f and 
of what party thofe are now, who kept a long cob* 
i^iideace with St. Germains ? . 

Is is lifewifii very obiervable of late, that Hie 
Whigs, upon all occafions, profefs their belief o£ 
the pretender's being no impqflor^ but a real prince^ 
bDm%o£ the late C^jcen's body; which, whether 
it !>€ true or falfe, is very unfeafonably advanced,' 
confidering the weight fuch an opinion muft have 
with the vulgar, it they once thoroughly believe 
k. Neither, is it at all improbable, that the preten- 
der himfeif puts his chief hopes in the friendfhip he 
exyeAs £rom.the Diffmters and WhtgSy by his choice 
to iavade the kingdom, when the latter were moft 
ia credit ; and he had reaibn to count upon the for* 
naer from the sracious treatment they received from 
his A^pofed father, and their joyful acceptance of 
it. But further, what could be more confiftent 
with the JVbiggiJh notion of a revoiution^prihcipk^ 
than to bring in the pretender ? A revolution-prin' 
ciplcy as their writings and difcourfcs have taught 
VLS, to define it, is a principle perpetually dif^oiitt^ 
9ieQ. to revolutions: and this is fukabl^ xx) x^cie ^^ 
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mous faying of a great /TA/^f, that the fnort>evtihiiimf 
the better : which how odd a maxim fbercr itt ap- 
pearance, I take to be the tniecharaAenftic of the? 
party. 

A dog loves to turn round oftea; yet, after certain 
revolutions, he lies down to reft: but heads under 
the dominion of the moon are for perpetual changes, 
and perpetual revolutions : befidcs, the Whigs'ovrt all 
their wealth to ivars and revolutions ; like die girl 
at Bartholomew fair, who gets^ a penny by turn* 
ing round a hundred times with fwords in her 
hands. 

To conclude, the ^i^x have a natursd'faculty of 
bringing in pretenders , and will therefore probably 
endeavour to bring in the great one at laft. How 
mzny pretenders, tawit, honour, nobiMty, politics 
have they brought in thele laft twenty years? In 
jfhort, they have been fometimes able to procure a 
majority o£ pretenders in parliment ; and wanted no- 
thing to render the work complete, exept 3, pretender 
at their head. 

No 40. Thurfday, May 10. 171 iv 

Dos eft magna parentium virtus. 

T Took up a paper * feme days ago in a coffee 
■■" houfe ; and if the correftnefs of the ftyle, and a 
fuperior fpirit in it, had not immediately undeceived 
. me, I fliould have been apt to imagine I had been 
reading an Examiner, In this paper there were fcvc- 
ral important propofitions advanced. For in- 
ftance, That " Providence raifed up Mr. Harley to 
** be an inftrument of great good, in a very criti- 

♦ The Speaker's congratulition of Mr, Harley, in the name of 
the houfe, on hU cCcape and tecoNcrj. See the next number. 
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" cal jun£hire, when it was much wanted. 7hat 
" hii very enemies acknowledge his eminent abili- 
** ties, and diftingniihing merit, by their unwearied/ 
*' and reffleTs endeavours againft his perfon and 
** reputation ; that they have had an inveterate 
^* malice againft both ? that he hath been wonder- 
** fully prcfcrved from some unparallelled at- 
** tempts," with more to the fame purpofe. I im- 
mediately^ computed, by miles of arithmetic, that, 
in the laft cited words; there was fomething more 
intended than the attempt of Guifcard, which, I 
think, can properly pafs but for or,eoi the some. 
And, although I dare not pretend to guefs the au- 
thor's meaning ; yet the expreffion allows fuch x 
latitude, that I would venture to hold a wager, 
moft . readers^ both Whig and Tbrv, have agreed 
with me, that this plural number muft, in all pro- 
babilty, among oth^r fa£ls, take in the buflaefs of 
Greg. 

See now the difference of flyks. Had I been to 
have told my thoughts on this occafion ; iiiftead of 
faying how Mr. Harlcy was treated ly fome perfons^ , 
and freferved fi'om fome unparalled attempts^ I 
fliould, with intolerable bluntnefs and ill manners, 
have told a formal ftory of a committee fcnt to si 
condemned criminal in Newgate to bi-ibc him with 
a pardon, on condition he would fwear high trear 
fan againft his mafter, who difcovered his corref- 
pondence and fecured his perfon, when a certain 
grave pQlitician had given him wai-nlng to make his 
efcape > and by this means I fhould have drawn a 
whoje iwann of hedge-writers to exhauft their ca- 
talogue of fcurrilities agaihfl: me, as a liar, and a 
jtanderer. But, with fubmiffion to the author of 
that forementioned paper ; I think he hatli carried 
that expreffion to the utmoft it will bear ; for, af- 
ter all this noife, I know of but two attempts a- 
gainft Mr. Harley, that can really be called un- 
faralkUfd, which arc thofe aforemd oi Gic^% ^vA 
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Guifcard ; for, as the reft, I will engage to paraU 
hi them from the ftory of Cataline, and others I 
could produce. 

However, I cannot but obferve, with io&iite 
pleafure, that a great part of what I have charged 
upon the late prevailing faction, and for affirming 
which i have been adorned with fo many decent 
epithets, hadi been fufficicntly confirmed at feve- 
ral times by the refolutions of one or the other 
houfe of parliament, i may therefore now fay, I 
hope, with good authority, that there hath been 
fame unparalUd attempts azainft Mr. Harley : That 
the late miniftry were juftly to blame in fome ma* 
nagements, which occafioned the unfortunate 
battle of Almanza, and the difappointment at Tou- 
lon : That the public hath been grievoufly wrong- 
ed by moft notorious frauds during the IVhig ad* 
mintftration ; that thofe who advifed the bringing 
in the Palatines, were enemies to the kingdom ; 
that the late managers of the revenue have not du- 
ly paffed their accounts for a great part of thirty- 
five millions, and ought not to be tru{):ed in fuch 
employments any more. Perhaps, in a litde time, 
I may venture to affirm fome other paradoxes of 
this kind, and produce the fame vouchers. And 
perhaps alfo, if it had not been fo bufy a period, - 
inftead of one Examiner, the late miniftry might 
have had above four hundred, each of whofe litde 
fingers woutd be heavier than my loins. It makes 
me think of Neptune's threat to the winds : 

^H>s ego— fed motos prafiM^componere JluSfus, 

Thus, when the fons of JEolus had almoft funk 
the fhip with the tempefts they raifed, it was necef- 
fary to fmooth the ocean, and fecure the veflcl, in- 
ftead of purfuing the offisnders. 

But I obferve the general expeftation at prefent, 
iottestd of dweHing any longer upon conjeAures 
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who is to be punUhed for paft mifcarriagei, ieemt 
bent upon the rewards intended to thofe who have 
been fo highly inftrumental in refcuing our confti'- 
tution from its late danger. It is the obfervation 
of Tacitus in the life of Agricola, that his eminent 
iervtces had raifed a general opinion of hi$ htiug 
deiigned bj the Emperor for pnetor of Britain : 
Nuilis in hoc fuis JermonikuSy fid quia par vtdibatur% 
and then he adds, Nonfimper trat Fama^ aUquandf 
et digit. The judgment of a wife prince, and the 
general difpofition of the people, do often point 
at the fame perfon ^ and fometimes the popular 
wifhes do even foretell the reward intended for 
fome fuperior merit. Thus, among feveral dc* 
ierving perfons, there are tw whom the public 
vogue hath in a pectdiar manner fingled out, as de« 
figned very foon to receive the choiceft marks of 
the royal favour ; one of them to be placed in s 
very high ilation, and hth to increafe the number 
of our nobility ^. This I fay, is the general con* 
jt&xxrt ; for I pretend to none, nor wiU be charge- 
able if it be not fuUilled ; fince it is enough for their 
honour, that the nation thinks them worthy of the 
greateft rewards. »> 

Upon this occafion I cannot but take notice, that 
of all the herefies in politics profufcly fcattered hf 
the partifans of the late adminift ration y none ever 
difpleafed me more, or Teemed to have more dan- 
.gerous confequences to monarchy^ than that perni- 
cious talent fo much affeAed of difcovering a 
contempt for birth^ family 9 and ancient nobility. 
All the thread-bare topics oi poets and orators were 
difplayed to diicover to us, that merit and virtue 
were the only nobility ; and that the advamages of 
blood could not make a knave or a fool either honeft 
or wife. Moft popular commotions we read of 
in the hiftories of Greece and Rome took their rife 

f Httrlc7«fld5r,Jtb0» 
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from unjuft quarrels to the nobles ; and in the lat- 
ter, the plebeians incroachments on the patricians 
were the firft caufe of tlieir ruin, 

Suppofe there be nothing but opinion in the difie* 
rence of blood ; every body knows, xhax authority^ 
k very much founded on opinion. But furcly that 
difference is not wholly imaginary. The advan- 
tages of a liberal education, of chuiing the beft 
companions to converfe with, not being under the 
neceffity of praAifing little mean tricks by a fcanty 
allowance, the enlarging of thought, and acquir- 
ing the knowledge of men and things by travel, the 
example of anceftors inciting to great and good 
aAions j thefe are ufually fome of the opportunities 
that fall" in the way of thofe who are born of what 
we call the better families : And allowing genius to 
be equal in them and the vulgar, the odds are clear-- 
ly on their fide. Nay, we may obferve in fome, 
who, by the appearance of merit or favour of for- 
tune, have rifen to great ftations from an obfcure 
birth, that they have ftill retained fome fordid vices 
of their parentage or educationy either infatiabU 
€varice^ or ignominious falfehood and corruption* 

To fay the truth, the great negleft of education 
in feveral noble families, whofe fons are fuffered to 
pafs the moft improveable feafons of their youth iiv 
vice and idlenefs> have too much leiTened their re- 
putation : but even this misfortune we owe, among 
all the reft, to xhzx. Whiggijb praftice of reviling 
the univerjities under the pretence of their in- 
filling /^^d^/^/r^r, narrow principles^ zxyi, high-church 
doSlrines. 

I would not be thought to undervalue merit and 
virtue^ wherever they are to be found : but will 
fldlow them capable of the higheft dignities in a 
ftate, when they are in a very great degree of emi- 
nence, A pearl holds its value, though it be 
found in a dunghill ; but however, that is not the 
moAproh?ibU place to fe?w^:h for it. Nay, I will 
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go farther, and admit, that a man of quality with* 
out merit is juft fo much, the worfe for his quality > 
which at once fets his Tices in a more public view, and 
reproachcth him for them. But on the other fide, 
! doubt thofe who. are always undervaluing the ad» 
vantages of birth, and celebrating perfbnal merit,. 
have principaUf an eye to. their own, which theyr 
are fully fkcisfied with, and vihich nobody will dif- 
pute "cntk them about ; whereas they cannot with- 
out impudence and folly pretend to be nobly bom ;- 
becaufe thb is a fecret too eaiily difcovered: for 
ao mens parentage is fo nicely inquired into as that 
of afluming upftsuts, efpecially when they afieA ta 
make it better than it is, as they often, do, or be- 
have themfelves with infolence.. 

But whatever may be the opinion of others upon 
this fubjeft, whofe philofophical fcorn for h/ood and 
farmRes reacheth even- to thofe that are royaly or 
perhaps took its rife from a Whiggijh contempt of 
the latter : I am pleafed to find two fuch inftanceg 
of extraordinary merit,. as'I have mentioned, join- 
•ed with ancient and honourable birth; whichf 
whether it be of real or imaginaiy value, hath been 
held in veneration by all wife polite flates both anci* 
cut and modern. And as much a foppery as men 
pretend to think it, nothing is more obfervable in 
thofe who rife to great place or wealth from mean 
originals, than their mighty folicitude to covinco 
the world, that they are not fo low as is commonly 
believed. They are glad to find it made out by 
ibme ftrained genealogy, that they have a remote 
alliance widi better families. Cromwell himfelf 
was pleafed widi the impudence of a flatterer, who 
undertook to prove him defcended from a^branch 
of the royal ftem. I know a citizen who adds or 
alters a letter in his name with every plumb he ac- 
quires ; he now wants only the change of a vow- 
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d * to be aBied to a faveseign prince in I^s^ f ; 
and that perhaps he may contrive to be done by a 
miftake ot the grarer upon his tsmb'ftotu. 

When I am upon this fnbjed of hohility^ I am 
lorry for the occasion gi:vcn; mc to mention die lofs 
of a per/im who was fo great an ornament te it, as 
the late Lord Prefidenc % y who began ea^ly to< 
diftinguifh himfeif in the ptA&c firvie^^ and 
pafied through the higbeft empioymeniisof ftate in 
die moft difficult tisotes, widi great aUUiigs aad unr- 
tainted honour. As he was of a good old age, lus 
principles of rel^on and loyalty had recevred no- 
mixture from laU infujuns, but were ioftSied into i 
him by his illuftrious father, and other noble fp* 
rits, whohadexpofed their Imi and JbctnoesJbc; 
die royal martyr. 



'Pzilcherrima proki. 
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His firft great aftion waSj like Sdpib, to ddfeod' 
his- father when opprefled by numbers ; and his fr 
lial piety was not only rewarded with long life, but 
with a fon, who; . upon^ the like occafion, would 
have fhewn the fame refolution. No mantever 
prefcrved^ his , dignity better when . he was oitt 
of ipOwcr,. nor ihewed more affabiUty when he was 
isx. To conclude his character (which I do not 
here pretend to draw) is iuch as his nearefi: fricndis,, 
may fafclipi/ truft to the moflr impartkl pen ; nor 
warns the leaft of that allowance whichy they fay,, is 
tequiredfor thofb.who ars dead. 

•filr H; Fumefe, \ Fatncfc^ % Earl of ftochtftfer. 

'No. 
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■ ■' ^em cur diftringere coner. 
Tutus ah infeftis ktrowbusf 



INcrer let flip an opportunity of endeaTonring to 
convince the world, that I am not partial; and 
to confound the idle reproach of zny being hired or 
directed what to write in defence of the prefenc 
miniftry, or for detefting the praAices of the fbr» 
mer. When I firft undertook this paper, I firmly 
refolved, that if ever t obferved any grofs negleA, 
abufe, or corruption in the public management^ 
which might give any juft offence to reafonable peo* 
pie ; I would take notice of it with that innocent 
fooldneis which becometh an honeft man, and ft 
true lover of his country ; at the fame time pre* 
ferving the refpeA due to perfons fo highly intruft* 
ed by fb wife and excellent a Queen. I know not 
how fuch a liberty might have Dccn refented ; but 
I thank God there hath been no occafion given me 
to exercife it ; for I can fafely affirm, that I have 
with the utmoft rigour examined all the actions of 
the prefent miniftry, as far as they fall under gene- 
ral cognifance, without being able to accufe them 
of one ill or miftaken ftep. Obferving indeed fomc 
time ago, that feeds of diflenfion had been nlenti- 
fully fcattered from a certain corner ^ and fearing 
they began to riie and fpread, I immediately writ a 
paper on the fubjeft, which I treated with that 
warmth I thought it required j but the prudence of 
thofe at the heun foon prevented this growing t.N\\^ 
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and at prefent it feems likely to have no confequen* 
ces. 

I have had indeed for fome time a fmall occafion 
of quarrelling, which I thought too inconfiderable 
for a formal fubjeft of complaint^ although I have 
hinted at it more than ouct. But it is grown at pre- 
sent to as great a height, as a matter of that na- 
ture can poffihly bear ; and therefore I conceive it 
tiigh time that an efieAual flop fhould be. put to it. 
I have been amazed at the flaming licentioufnefs of 
feveral weekly papers, which for fome months paft 
have been chiefly employed in barefaced fcurrilitits 
ngainft thofc who are in the greateft trufl: and fa- 
vour with the Queen, with the firft and laft letters 
of their names frequently printed, or fome peri' 
phrajis defcribing their 'ftation, or other innuendos 
contrived too plain to be miftaken. The confe- 
.quence of which is (and it is natural it fhould be 
^o), that their long impunity hath rendered them 
ftill more audacious. 

At this time I particularly intend a paper called 
Xh&Medley, whofe indefatigable inceflant railings a- 
gainft Qie I never thought convenient to take -notice 
of, becaufe it would have diverted my defign, which 
I intended to be of public ufe. Befldes, I never 
yet obferved that writer, or thofe writers (for it is 
every way a Medley), to argue againft any one mar 
terial point or faft that I had advanced, or . make 
one fair quotation. And after allj I knew very 
well how foon the world grows weary of contro- 
yerfy. It is plain to me, that three or four hands 
at leaft have been joined at times in that worthy 
compofition ; but the outlines, as well as the fi- 
nifhing, feem to have been always the work of the 
fame pen, as it is vifible from half a fcore beauties 
of ftyle infeparablc from it. But who thefe med- 
Icrs are, or where the judicious leaders have pick- 
ed them up, I fliall never go about to conjefture: 
fd£tiovL$ rancoiu:, falfe wit, abandoned fcurrility, 

vKv^\ident 
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impudent falfehood^ and fervile pedantry, having 
fo many fathers, and fo few to own them, that Ctr- 
riofity herfelf would not be at the pains to guei's. 
It is the firft time I ever did myfelf the honour to 
mention that admirable paper ; nor^could I imagine 
any occaiion likely to happen, that "would make it 
neceflary for me to engage with'fiich an adverfary. 
This paper is weekly publifhed, and as appears by 
the number^ hath been fo for feveral months ; and 
is next to the Obfervator allowed to be the be ft pro- 
du£Hon of the party. Laft week myprinter brought 
me that of May 7. No 32. where there arc two 
paragraphs relating to the Speaker of the houib of 
Commons, and to Mr. Harley, which, as little as 
I am inclined to engage Svith luch an antagonift, I 
cannot let pafs without failing in my duty to he 
public : and if thofe in power will fuffer fuch infa- 
mous infinuaiions to pafs with impunity, they a<Jt 
without precedent from any age or country of th€ 
world. 

I de£U*e to open this matter, and leave the Whigs 
themfelves to determine upon it. The houfe of 
Commons rcfolved, remine cof tradicente^ that ihc 
Speaker fhould congratulate Mr. Harley*s efcape 
and recovery in- the name of the houfe, upon his 
firft attendance on their fei-vice. This is according- 
ly done; and the fpeech, togetlicr with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer's, are printed by order of 
the houfe. The author of the Medley takes iliis . 
fpeech to talk the very next week after it is publiih- 
edj telling us in the aforefaid paper, that ** the 
** Speaker's commending Mr. Harley for being an 
" inftrument of gixiat good to the nation, was WU 
*' chofen flattery; becaufe Mr. Harley had brought 
*' the nation under great difficulties, to fay no 
" more," He fays, ** that when the Speaker tells 
** Mr, Harley, that Providence hath wonderfully 
** prefcrved him from fomeunparallelkd attempts** 
(for that the Medley alludes to), *•* he oti\^ xc^\n^'* 

Vol, III M -^ 
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^* a falfc and groundlefs calumny upon other men; 
•* which is an infbmce of impotent, but inveterate 
^ malice that makes him [the Speaker] {till appear 
** more vile and contemptible." This is an extraft 
from his firft paragraph. In the next this writer 
fays, ** that the Speaker's praying to God for the 
** continuance of Mr. Harley's life, as an invalua- 
** ble bleffing, was a fulfome piece of infinccri^y, 
*' which expofes him to fhame and deriiion ; bi- 
** caufe he is known to bear ill-will to Mr, Harley, 
^' to have an extreme bad opinion of him, and to 
** to think him an obftrudtor of thofe fine meafures 
" he would bring about. 

' I now appeal, to the H^higs themfdves, whether 
a great minifter of ftate, in high favour with the • 
Queen, and a fpeaker of the houfe of commons^ 
were ever publicly treated after fo extraordinary a 
manner in the moil hcentious times ? For this is 
not a clandedine libel ilolen into the world, but o- 
penly printed and fold with the bookfeller's name 
and place of abode at the bottom. And the junc- 
ture is adminible, when Mr. Harley is generally be- 
lieved upon the very point to be made an earl, and 
promoted to the mofl important ftation of the 
kingdom ; nay, the very marks of efteem he hath 
fo lately received from the whole reprefentauve 
body of the people, are called ill-chofen JlatUryy and 
a fulfome piece of infincerityy expofing the donors U 
fhame and derifion. 

Does this intrepid writer think he hath fufficient- 
ly difguifed the mattei* by that ftale artifice of al- 
*tering the ftory, and putting it as a fuppofed cafe? 
Did any man, who ever faw the congratvdatory 
fpeech, read either of thofe paragraphs in the Med' 
ley without interpreting them juft as I have done i 
Will the author declare upon his great fincerity, 
that he never had any fuch meaning ? Is it enough^ 
that a jury at Weftminfter-hall would perhaps not 
£nd him guilty of defaming the Speivker and Mr. 

Harley 
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Harlejr in that paper? Which, Iiowcvrr, I am 
much in doubt or too ; and mviil think the l:iw ve- 
ry dcfcAivCy if the reputation of fiich pcrlbns miift 
lie at the mercy of fuch pens. I do not rcnu'uibcr 
to have feen any hbcl| iu]>poicd to l>c writ with 
caution and double meaning in order to prevent 
profeetttiony dehvcred under fo thin a cover, or (o 
unarttficsally made up m ihi^, whether ii were from 
an a{>prehenfioa of hb reader'^ dulnefn, or an ef-^ 
feft of hk own. lie hath tranfcribcd the very 
phrafef of the S]Kukerf and put them in :i diiVer- 
cnt chara^r, for fear they niidu pais unctbferved, 
and to prevent all pofllbiiity of being miiuken. I 
^hall be pleafed to lee him have recottrfc to tlie old 
evafioHy and fay, '^That I who make the application 
am chargeable whh the abuie : let any reader of 
cither party be judge. But I cannot forbear aiTert" 
hig ai my opinion, that for a miniiby to endure 
fuch open ealumny, without calling the autlior to 
tceount, i» next to deferving it. And this is an o- 
miflion I venture to charge u{>on the prefent mini* 
ftry, who are too apt to clefpiic little things, which 
however have not always little confequcnces. 

When this paper vrsm Arft undertaken, one defign 
amons others was, to examine fome of thofe v/ri^ 
tings 10 frequently publiflicd with an evil tendency 
cither to religion or government ; but I was long 
diverted by other inquiries, which I thouglit more 
immediately neccfTary ; to animadvert upon mens 
actions, rather than their fpcculations ; to ihew the 
neceillty there was of c banging the minifb-v, tliat 
our conftitution in church and (late might be pre- 
ferved 'p to cxpofe fome dangerous principles and 
praAices under the former adminifliration ; and 
proyC) by many inftances, that thofe who arc now 
at the helm, are entirely in the true interefi of 
prince and people. This I may modcftly hoj>e hath, 
m fome meafure, been already donc» fuflicicnt to 
anfwer the end propofcd; which vjvia» 10 \\Aottcv 
M 2 ^^ 
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the ignorant, and thofe at a diftance, and to con- 
vince luch as are engaged in pai'ty from no other 
motive than that of confcience. I know notwhe* 
tiier I ihall have any appetite to continue tlais woik 
much longer ; if I do, perhaps ibme time may be 
fpcnt in expofing and overturning the fidfe reafon- 
Ings of ihofe who engage their pens on the other 
fide, without lofing time in vkidicating myfelf a- 
gainft tlieir fcurrihties, much kfs in retorting them. 
Of this fort there is a certain humble companion, a 
French maitre des langues *, who every month pu» 
bhlheth an extradl from votes, news-papers, fpcech- 
«s, and procLimations, larded with fome infipid re- 
marks of his own ; which he calls, The pcliiical 
ft ate of Great Britain^ This ingenious piece, he 
iclls us himfelf, is conftantly tranflated into French, 
and printed in Holland, where the Dutch no doubt . 
conceive moft noble fentiments of us conveyed ' 
through fuch a vehicle. It is obfervable in his ac- 
count for April, that the vanity fo predominant in 
many of his nation hath made him more concern- 
ed for the honour of Guifcard, thati the fafety of 
Mr. Harley. And for fear we ihould think the 
worfe of his country upon that ajfaffm^s account, 
he tells us there have been more murders, parri^ 
cides, and villanies committed in England than any 
other part of the world. I cannot imagine how an 
illiterate foreigner, who is neither mafter of our 
language, or indeed of common fenfe, and who is 
devoted to a faction, I Aippofe for no other reafooi 
but his having more Whig cuftomers than Tories f 
ihould take it into his head to write politic trafts of 
our affiiirs. But I prefiime, he builds upon .die 
foundation of having been called to an account for 
his infolcnce in one of his former monthly produc- 
tions ; which is a method that feldom fails of giving 
tome vogue to the fooliflieft coixvpofition. If fucE 

^ ♦ One Abd Boycr, 
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SL work muft be done, I wifli fomc tolerable hand 
would undertake it ; and that we would not fiiffcr 
a little MFhifBing Frenchman to neglc^Et his trade of 
teaching his language to our children, and prcfume 
to inftrud: foreigners in our politics. 



No 42. Thurfday, May 24. 1711, 

Deli6la majorum immeritus luesy 
Romaney doyiec templa refecerisy 
JEdefque labentes deorum. 



OEvcral letters have been lately fcnt me, defiring 
^ I would make honourable mention of the piouai 
defign of building fifty churches in fcveral parts 
of London and Weftminfter, where they are moft 
wanted, occafioned by an addrefs of the convocation 
to the Queen, and recommended by her Majefty to 
the houie of Commons ; who immediately promi- 
fcd they would enable her ta accowplijh Jo exuellent a 
dejigriy and arc now preparing a bill accordingly. I 
thought to -have deferried any netice of this impor- 
tant» affiitr until the end of this fefllon ; at which 
time I" propofed to deliver a particular account of 
the great and ufeful things already performed by 
tills prefent parliament. But in compliance to diol^ 
who give themielves the trouble of adviling me^ 
and partly convinced . by the rcafons they offer, I 
am' content to beilow a paper, upon a fubjcft that 
indeed fo well deferveth it, . 

The clergy, . and whoever elfj have a true con- 
cern for. the conftitution of the church, cannot but 
he highly pleafed with one profpe<^ in this new 
icene of public ^flEiirs. They may very >wd\ Tttjwexcv-. 
M 3 \iCt- 
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ber the time, when every feffion of parliament 
was like a cloud hanging over their heads ; and if 
it happened to pafs without biirf^ing into fome ftorm 
upon the church, we thanked God, and thought 
it an happy efcape ui)til the next meeting; upon 
which we refumed our fecret apprehenfions, al- 
, though we were not allowed to believe any danger. 
Things are now altered, the parliament takes the 
neceffities of the church into confideration, receives 
the propofals of the clergy met in convocation, 
and amidft all the exigencies of a long expenfive war 
and under the prejfure of heavy ^ debts ^ finds a fupply 
for erefting fifty edifices for the fervice of God. 
And it appears by the addrefs of the Commons to 
her Majefty upon this occafion, (wherein they dif- 
covered a true fpirit of religion), that applying the 
money granted to accomplifh fo excellent a de/ign, 
would, in their opinion, be the moft effefhial way 
of carrying on the war ; that it would (to ufe their 
own words) ** be a means t)f drawing down bleff- 
** ings on her Majefty's undertakings, as it adds to 
<* the number of thofe places, where the prayers 
•* of her devout and faithful fubjedts will be daily 
** offered up to God for the profperity of her go- 
^* vernment at home, and the fuccefs of her arms 
^' abroad.*' 

I am fometimes hoping, that we, are not natural- 
ly fo bad a people as we have appeared for fome 
years paft. Fa^lion, in order to fupport itfelf, is 
generally forced to make ufe of sfuch abominable 
Inftruments, that as long as it prevails, the genius 
©f a nation is overpreffed, and cannot appear to 
exert itfelf; but when that is broken and fuppreff 
ed, when things return to the old courfe, mankind 
will naturally fall to aft from principles of reafon 
UTid religion. The Romans, upon a great viftory 
0T efcape from public danger, frequently built a 
temple in honour of fome god, to whofe peculiar 
^ ur they imputed their fuccefs or delivery : and 
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fbtnedmes the general did the like, dt hts own ex" 
pincc^ to acquit himfelf of fome pious vovr he had 
made. How little of any thing reiembling this hath 
been done by us after all our viAories I And per- 
haps for that reafon, among others, thev have turn- 
ed to fo little account. But what could we expe£l? 
We a£led all along as if we believed nothing of a 
Gody or his providence ; and therefore it was con- 
fiftent to offer up our edifices only to thofe whom 
we looked upon as givers of all vUiory in his ftead, 

I have computed that fifty churches may be built, 
by a medium, at ixx thoufand pounds for a church, 
which is fomewhat under the price of ^fuhjeH^spa^ 
lace ; yet perhaps the care of^ above two hundred 
thoufand foub, with the benefit of their prayers for 
the profperity of their Queen, and counuy, may be 
almofl put in the balance with the domcflic convex 
nience, or even magnificence of any fubjiH what* 
ibcver. 

Sir William Petty, who, under the name of Cap- 
tain Graunt, publifhed fome obfervations upon the 
bills of mortality about five years after the rfjiora'- 
tion^ tells us the pariflies in London were even then 
fo unequally divided, that fome were two hundred 
times larger than others. Since that time the in* 
creafe of trade, the frequency of parliaments, the 
defire of living in the metropolis, together with 
that genius for building which began aiter the fire^ 
and have ever fince continued, have prodigioufly 
enlarged this town on all fides, where it was capa- 
ble of increafe ; and thofe traAs of land built into 
ftreets have generally continued of the fame parifh 
they belonged to while they lay in fields; fo 
that the care of above thirty thoufand fouls hath 
been (bmetimes committed to one miniikr, whofe 
church would hardly contain the twentieth part of 
his flock : neither, I think was any family in thofe 

i^ariihes obliged to pay above a groat a-year to their 
piritual paAor, ^om^ few of xhoiic i^m^^^^^^ 
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been fincc diTided, in others were erefted chapels 
of eafe, where a preacher is^ maintained by general 
contribution. Such poor fhifts and expedients, to 
the infinite fhame and fcandal of fo vaft and flou- 
rifliing a city, have been thought fufficient for the 
fervice of God and religion, as if they were circum- 
ftances wholly indifferent. 

This defeft among other confequences of it hath' 
imdefchifm a fort of neceffary evil ; there being at 
fcaft three hundred thoufand inhabitants in this^ 
town whom tlie churches would not be able to con- 
tain, if the people were ever fo well difpofed : and' 
in a city not overftocked with zeal, the only way 
fo preferve any degree of religion, is to make aU 
attendance upon the duties of it as eafy and cheap' 
as poffible ; whereas, on the contrary^ in the lar^ 
ger parifhes the prefs is fo great, and the pew- 
keepers tax fo exorbitant, that thofe who love to 
fave trouble and money, either ftay at home or re- 
tire to the conventicles. 1 believe there are few ex- 
amples, in any Chriftian country, of fo great a ne- 
gleft of religion : and the diffenting teachers have 
made their advantage largely by it, /owing tares tf- 
mong the wheat while men Jlepty being much mere 
expert at procuring contributions, which is a trade 
they are bred up in, than men of a liberal educa- 
tion; 

' And to fay truth, the way praftifcd 1^ feveralf 
parifhes in and about this town, of maintaining- 
their clergy by voluntary fubfcriptions, is- not only 
an indignity to the charafter, but hath many- per- 
nicious confequences attending it ; fucb a precari- 
ous dependence fubje^ling a clergyman, who hath 
not more than ordinary fpirit and refolution, to 
many inconveniencies, which are obvious to ima- 
gine ; but this defeft will no doubt be remedied by 
the wifdom and piety of the prefent parliament, 
and a tax laid upon every houfe in a parifh for the 
/upport o£ their paftor. l^tkhier indexed can it be 
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conceived, why a houfe whofc purchafe is not rec- 
koned above one third kfs than land of the fame 
yearly rent, (hould not pay a twentieth part annu- 
ally (which is half-tiihe) to the fuppoit of the mi- 
niiler. One thing I could wilh, that, in fixing the 
maintenance of the fcvcral minifters in thefe new* 
intended parifhcs, no determinate fum of money 
m<iy be named, which m all perpetuities ought by 
any means to be avoided, but rather a tax in pro^ 

E onion to the rent of each houfe, although it be 
ut a twentieth, or even a thirtieth part. The 
contrary of this, I am told, was done in feveral pa- 
riflics of the city after the firCy where the incum- 
bent and his fucceflbrs were to receive for ever a 
certain fum ; for example, one or two hundred 
pounds a-year. But the lawgivers did not coniider, 
that what we call at prefent one hundred pounds 
will not in procefs of time have the intriniic value 
f>f twenty ; as twenty pounds now are hardly equal 
to forty {hillings three himdred years ago. There 
are a thoufand inftances of this all over England 
in referved rents applied to hofpitals, in old chicf- 
ries, and even among the clergy themfclves, in 
thofe payments which, I think, they call a mouus:. 
As no prince had e\'cr better difpoiitions than 
her prefent Majefty for the advancement of tiue 
religion ; fo there never was.any age, that produc- 
ed greater occafions to employ them on. It is an 
vnfpcakable misfortune, that any dcfign of fo ex* 
ecllent a Queen fhould be checked by the neceffities 
-of a long and ruinous war, which the folly or cor- 
ruption of modern politicians have involved us in a* 
gainft all the maxims whereby our country flourifh* 
ed fo many hundred years : elfe her Majefty's care 
of £eligion would certainly have reached even to 
her American plantations. Thofe noble countries 
ftocked by numbers from hence, whereof too many 
are in no very great reputation for faith or morals^ 
t» ill be a pcrpetyal repx'oach to us, -axvviV foici^Vi^'^- 
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ter care be taken for cultivating Chriftianity among 
them. If the governors of thofe feveral colonies 
were obliged at certain times to tranfmit an exaA 
jreprefentation of the ftate of religion in their feve- 
ral diftri^h, and the legiflature here would, in time 
of Icifure, take that aBair under their coniidera- 
tion, it might be perfeAed with little difHculty, and 
be a great addition to the glories of her Majeftj's 
reign. 

But, to wave further fpeculations upon fo remote 
a fcene, while we have fubjedls enough to employ 
^em on at home : it is to be hoped the clergy will 
not flip any proper opportunity of improving the 
pious difpofitions of the Queen and kingdom ior 
the advantage of the church ; when, by the exam* 
.pie of times paft, they confider how rarely fuch 
conjunAures are like to happen. What if fome 
xnethod were thought on towards repairing of 
churches ? for which there is like to be too frequent 
occafion ; thofe ancient Gothic ftruAures through- 
out this kingdom going every year to decay. That 
expedient or repairing or rebuilding them by cha- 
ritable collections feems, in my opinion, i>ot very 
fuitable either to the dignity and ufefulneis of thr 
work, or to the honour of our country ; fince it 
might be eafily done' with very little charge to the 
public in a much more decent and honourable man- 
ner, while parliaments are fo frequently called*. 
But thele and other regulations muft be left to a 
time of peace ; which I fliall humbly prefume ta 
wifli may foon be our fliare, however ofienfive it 
gpaay be to any, eitber abraad qb at. homcj who are 
gainers by the war. 



No 4 J' 



N^4J- THE EXAMINER. 145 



No. 43. Thurfday, May 31. 17 11. 

Scilicit, ut pojjis curvo dignofcere reSlutn. 

XT Aving been forced in my papers to ufe the cant 
^ *■ words of Whig and Tory^ which have fo often va- 
ried their iignifications for twenty years paft ; I think 
it neceflkry to fay fomething of the feveral changes 
thofe two terms have undergone iince that period,; 
and then to tell the reader what I have always un- 
derftood by each of them, fince I undertook this 
work. I reckon that thefe forts of conceited ap- 
pellations are ufually invented by the vulgar ; who, 
not troubling themfelves to examine thoroughly 
the merits of a caufe, are confequently the moft 
violent partifans of what they efpoufe, and in their 
quarrels ufually proceed to their beloved argument 
of calling names, until at length they light upon 
one which is fure to ftick ; and in time each party 
grows proud of that appellation, which their adver- 
laries at firft intended for a reproach. Of this kind 
were the Praiini and Venetl, the Guelfs and Gibe- 
linesy Huguenots and Papifts, Roundheads and 
Cavaliers, with many others of ancient and modem 
date. Among us of late there feems to have been 
a barrennefs of invention in this point ; the words 
JVhig and Tery^ although they be not much above 
thirty years old, having been preffed to the fcrvicc 
of many fucceffion^ of parties with very different 
ideas faftened to them. This diftinftion, I think, 
began towards the later part of King Charles II. 's 
ceign, was dropt during that of his mcceflbr, and 
then revived at the revolution ; fince which it hath 
perpetually fiouriflied, although applied to very 
different kinds of principles and penohs. In that 
convention of Lords and CommouS) {oicv& o^\io'*^ 
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faoufes were for a regency to the Prince of Orange, 
with a refervation of ftyle and title to the abfent 
King, which fhould be made u{e of in all public 
afts : others, when they were brought to allow the 
throne vacant, thought the fucceiSon fhould im- 
mediately go to the next heir, according to the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, as if the laft 
King were aftually dead. And although the dif- 
fenting Lords (in whofe houfe the chief oppofitiom 
was) did at laft yield both thofe points, took the 
oaths to the new King, and many of them employ- 
ments ; yet they were looked upon with an evil eye 
by the warm zealots of the other lide ; neither did 
the court ever heartily favour any of them, ahhough 
fome of them were of the moft eminent for abHi- 
ties and virtue, and fcrved that prince both in his 
councils and his army with untainted faith. It was 
apprehended at the fame time, and perhaps it might 
have been true, that many of the clergy would" 
have been better pleafed with the fcheme of a re" 
gency^ or at leaft an uninterrupted lineal fucceflion, 
for the fake of thofe whofe confciences were truly 
fcrupulous ; and they thought there were fome cir- 
eumftances in tlie cafe of the deprived bifhops, that 
looked a little hard, or at leaft deferved comriiifc- 
ration. 

Thefe and other the like refleftions did, as t 
conceive, revive the denominations of Whig and 
Tory. 

Some time after the revolution the diftinftion of 
high and low church came in, which was raifed by 
the Diflenters in order to break the church-party 
by dividing the members into high and low ; and 
the opinion raifed, that the high joined with the 
Papiji^^ inclined the Uw to fidl in with the Dijfent* 
ers. 

And here I ihall take leave to produce fome 
principles, which, in the feveml periods of the late 
reign, fcrved to denote a maw of one or the other 
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party. To be againft a ftanding army in the time 
o£ peace was ^High-churchy Tory^ and tantivy \ 
to differ from a majority of bifliops was the fame. 
To raife the prerogative above law for ferving a 
turn, was Low^church and Whig. The opinion of 
the majority in the houfe of Commons, elpecially 
of the country-party or landed intercft, was High* 
fiy and rank lory. To exalt tlie King's fuprcmacy 
beyond all precedent, was Low-church^ ii^ficgijl\ 
and Moderate^ To make the leaft doubt of the 
pretended Prince's being fuppofititious, and a tiUr*s 
fon, was, in their phrafe, Top and Top-gallant y and 
perfect Jacebitifm^ To refume the mod: exorbitant 
grants that were ever given to a fet of profligate fa- 
vourites, and apply them to the public, was the 
very quintefience of Toryifm ; notwithflanding thofe 
grants were known to be acquired by facfiflcing the 
honour and wealth of England. 
. In moft of thefe principles the two parties feem 
to have fhifted opinions, fincc their inftitution lui- 
der K.' Charles II. and indeed 10 have gone very 
different from what was expected from each, even 
at the time of the revolution. But as to that con- 
cerning the pretender, the Whigs have fo far re- 
nounced it, that they arc grown the great advo- 
cates for his legitimacy ; which gives me the op- 
portunity of vindicating a noble Duke, wlio was 
accufcd of a blunder in tlie houfe, when, upon a 
Lord's mentioning the preter.dcd princ; his Grace 
told tlie Lords, " He muft be plain with them, 
" and call tliat perfon, not the pretended prince, 
" but the pretended impoftor :" which was fo far 
from a bluder in tliat polite Lord, as his ill willers 
give out, tliat it was only a refined way of deliver- 
ing the avowed fentiments of his whole party. 

But to return : This was the ftate of principIcF, 
when the Queen came to the crown ; fome tin e 
after which it pleafed ccrtoin great perfons^ who hxvd 
keen all their lives in the altitude ^£ Tor ^ woi^S.- 

Vol. Ill N ^vw. 
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fion, to enter into a treaty of the Whigs, firom 
whom they could get better terms than £rom their 
old friends, who began to be refty, and would not 
allow monopolies of power and favour, nor con* 
fent to carry on the war entirely at the expenfe of 
this nation^ that they might have penfions from 
abroad ; while anotlier people, more immediately 
concerned in the war^ traded with liie enemy as 
in times of peace.; whereas the other party, whofc 
cafe appeared then as defperate, was ready to yield 
to any conditions that would bring them -into play, 
^nd I cannot help ' affirming, that diis nation was 
made a facrifice -to the unmcafurable appetite of 
power and wealdi in a very fiiv^ that -fliaH be 
nameleii. who, in every ftep they made, afted di- 
redtly againft what they had always profefled. And 
\% his Royal Highnefe the Prince * had died fomc 
years, (wJio was a perpetual check in their career )r 
it i§ dreadful to tiiinkhow far they might have pro- 
ceeded. 

Since that time the bulk of the WUgs apjieareth 
rather to be linked to a certain fet of perfom^ than 
any certain fet of principles 4 fo that if I wdrc t# 
define a member of that j)arty, I ihaald fay, He 
was one v)ho helevcd in the late minifiry. And 
therefore whatever I have affirmed of Ae JVhigt in 
any of fhefe papers^ or objof^ed againft Aiem, 
ought to be underftood eidier oi thofeiwho woK 
partifans of the late men in power and privy to their 
deligns, or fuch who joined with them from a ha^ 
red to our monarchy and churdi, as unbcQeven 
and Dijfentcrs of all iizes ; or men in office, who 
had been guilty of much corruption, and dreaded 
a change, whic?b .¥50uld not only put a Aop to fur- 
ther abufes for the future, but might perhaps in- 
troduce examinations of what was paft; or thofc 
who had been too ^highly obliged to quit their fup- 

♦ JPrincc ,Gccrgt of Dci^ottk. 

■^- ^<itter« 
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porters with any common decency ; or laftly, the 
money 'trader Sf who could never hope to make 
their markets fo well oF prejniumsy and exorbitant 
sntereft^ and high, remittances, by other admini- 
fti'ation.. 

Under thefe heads may be reduced the whole 
body of thofe whom I have all along underflood 
for iVhigs : for I do not include within this number 
any of tkoie who bave«beenmifled by ignorance, or 
£educed by plaufible pretencc»$ to think better of 
that fort of men than they deferve, and to appre* 
hend nughty dangers from their diigi^ace ; becanfe,. 
J believe, the greateft- part of fucli well-meaning 
jpeopk are now thoroughly convertedt 

And indeed it mult be allowed, that the two 
iixitaAi^ name9^ of IVh ig and Tory have at prefent 
very little relation to thofe opinions, which were 
at firit thought to diftinguilli tlicm*. Whoever 
formerly profciTed himfclf to approve tlie re* 
volution^ to be againft the pretender, to juftify the 
£ucceflion in the houfe of Hanover, to think the 
firitifh monarchy not abfolute, but limited by laws 
which the executive power could not difpcnfc with^ 
And to allow an indulgence to fcnipulous confci* 
ences ; fuch a man was content to be called a Whig^ 
On the other fide, whoeva* affertcd the Queen's 
liereditary right, that the pei-fons of princes were 
fiuTed, their lawful authority not to be refifted on 
mny pretence ; nor even their ufurpation, without 
the moft extreme neceflity j that breaches in the 
fucceffion were highly dangerous : that Jchifm was- 
a great evil both in itfelf and its confequcnces ; that 
the ruin of the rA2/n:i& would probably be attended 
XfAk that of the ^dff ;. that uo power ihould be 
trufted with thofe who are not of the cftablifhcd rer 
Qgion, fuch a man was ufually called a Tory. Now, 
althougbthe (pinions of both thefe are very con- 
fiftent. and I really think are maintained at prefent b^ 
agreat majority of the kingdom : vet^ v^ccotiAw%^A 

N 2 * ^Kl^'O^J 
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men apprehend the danger greater^ either from the 
firt tender and his party, or from the violence and 
running of other enemies to the conlHtution, fo 
their common difconrfes and reafonings turn either 
to the iii'ft or fecond fct of thefe opinions I hav« 
mentioned, and they .are confequently ftyled either 
iVhigs or Tories t \^hich is as if two brctiers appre- 
iiended their houfe would be fet upoo-, but difa- 
v^Tccil about the place from whence they thought 
the ro'fbirs would come, and therefore would go on 
il liferent fides to dtfend it; they muft needfrweakcR 
and expofc themfelves by fuch a Jeparatron^ aad fo 
did we, only oar cafe was worfc ; for, ia order to 
keep off a weak remote enemy^ fron> whom we 
could not fuddenly apprehend any danger, we took 
a nearer and ^ijirongcr one into the haufe. I make 
IV3 comparifon at aU between the two enemies; 
fopery a«d Jluvery are without doubt the greateft 
and moll dreadful of any ; but I may venture to 
affirm,, that the fears of thefe have not, at leaft 
fince the revolution, been fo clofe and preflicfg u{k)ii 
"US as xhTit from ar. ether /a^fwn ; excepting only one 
ihort period, when the leaders of diat very fadVioa 
invited the abdicated king to return j of which I 
have formerly taken notice. 

Having thus declared, what fort of perfons I 
))ave always meant under the denomination of 
Whigt^ it will be eafy to fhew whom I underftandby 
Tories, c uch. whole principles in church and ftate 
are what I have above related ; whofe adlions arc 
derived from thence, and who have no attachment 
to any fet of minijiersy further than as they arc 
friends to the conftitution in all its parts ; but will 
do their utmoft to fave their prince and country, 
whoever be at the helm. 

By thefe defcriptions of Whig and Tory^ I am fen* 

fible thofc names arc given to feveral perfons very 

undefervedly ; and that many a man is called by 

^ac cr the other, >vho V^s wox. \.l\ft kaft tide to th« 
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blame or praife I have beftowed on each of iheia 
throughout my papers. 

No, 44.. Thurfday, June y\ 171 1. 

Magna vis eftj magnum nomen^ unum et idem fei^ 
tUntts fenatus, 

^TTHoever calls to mind the clamour and the ca- 
^^ lumny, the artificial fears and jealoulies, the 
fliameful mifreprefentaiions of perfons and of things, 
that were raifcd and fpread by the leaders and in- 
ftruments of a ceftain party, upon the change of 
die laft miniftry and diffolution of parliament; if 
he be a ti-ue lover of his coimtry, muii feel a . 
mighty pleafure, although mixed witli fome indig- 
nation, to fee the wifhes, the conjc(5lures, the en- 
deavours of an inveterate faft!;jn cntheiy difiip- 
pointed ; and this important period wholly fpcot 
in reftoring the prerogative of the prince, ,and li- 
berty to the fubjeft ; in reforming paft abufe^ and 
preventing; iFuture, ftrpplying old deficiencies, pro- 
viding for debts^ reftoring the clergy to tlieir rights, 
and taking care of this ncceffitics of xlXt chtirchj 
apd all this unattended with any of thofe misfor- ' 
tunes which fome men hoped,for, while they pre- 
tended tcyfear, - . ' - 
For my own parti" I muft confefs the diffiifulties ■ 
appeared 'fcgreaf to me from fuch a ftoife anil 
fliew of oppofition,* th?it I thought nothing biit thp 
abfolute necefflty of.aflfairs^could ever juftify fd dar> 
ing an attempt. -. But a wife and good prince, at- 
Ae head of an able minrftry,- and of a fetiate freely 
chofen, all united to purfUe the true intercft or 
their country is a power againfi: which t\\t ^'^'^'^^'^' 
iafcrior politics -of any faftion wVtt be ?0o\^ Ao tes^fe 
N 3 . ^<^ 
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MO long refiftance. To this wc may sdd one addi- 
tional ftrength, which, in the opinion of our ad- 
▼erfaries, . is the greateft and jufleft of anj ; I meaiv 
fbe v^x popuiif fo iodffpurably declarative on the 
fame fide. I am apt to believe, when thefe difcard' 
cd politicians begin ferioufly to confider all this, 
thev will think it proper to give out, and referve 
their wiOclom for fome more convenient junfture. 
. It is pleafant enough to obferve, that thofe wha 
were the chief infti-uments of raiiing the noife, 
who ilarted fears, befpoke dangers, and formed 
ominous prognoftics, in order to fcare the aUitSf. 
to fpirit the French, and fright ignorant people at 
home, made ufe of thofe vei-y opinions themfelves 
had broached, for ai*guments to prove, that the 
change of miniilers was dangerous and unfeafona- 
We. But if a houfe be /tvept^ the more occaiioQ 
is there for fuch a work, the more duji it will raifc ; 
if it be going to r//i/7, the repairs^ however nece^ 
fary, will 7nake a noifcf and difturb the neighbourhood 
a while. And as to the rejoicings made in France, 
if it be ti-uc that they, had any, upon the news- of 
thofe aherations among us ; their joy was grounded 
lipon the Jlime hopes with that of the JVhigs^. who 
coinfortea themfelves, that the change of miniflrj 
and parliament would infiillibly put us all into con- 
fuHon, increafe our divifions, and dcftroy o\xb ck* 
dit, wherein I fuppofe by this time they arc equally 
undeceived , 

But this long feflion being in a manner ended, 
which feveral circumftances, and one accident ako- 
f^eiher unforefeen, have drawn out beyond the n* 
fual time ; it may be fome fmall piece of jufttce to 
To excellent an aflembly, barely to mention a few 
of thofe great things they have done for the fervicc 
of their Queen and country, which I fliall take no- 
tice of juft as they come to my memory. 

The credit of the nation began migttily to fuffcr 
'i difcount upon exchequer-bills, which have 

been 
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been generally reckoned the fureft and moft facredt 
of all fecuritics . The prefcnt Lord Treafurer, thea: 
a member of the houfe of commons^ propofed a. 
method, which was* knmediately complied with, of 
raifing them to a par with fpecie ;, and fo they have: 
ever fince continued. 

The Britifh Goloniet-of Ne^s and St. Chrifto^ 
pher's had been miferably plundered by the French^, 
their houfes burnt, their plantations deftroyed, and« 
many of rii;e inhabitanta carried away prifoners ; 
they had.often^ for fome years paft, applied in vaim 
for relief from hence ; until the prefent parliament,., 
eonfidering their condition as- a cafe of juftic€ and^ 
mercy, voted them one hundred thoufand pounds^ 
by way of recomgenfc in foma manner for theij^ 
fiiffisring»w 

Some gerf&ns> whom the voice of the nation au- 
tilorifcth me to call her encmiesy taking advantage 
of the general- naturalization-a£t, had. invited over 
agr-eat number of foreigners of all religions, un- 
der, the name of Pa/a/w^j,.who underftood no trade 
or handicrafty. yet- rather chofe to beg than labour;, 
who, befid^s > infefting our- ftreettf, . bred contagious 
difeafeS) by which*we loft.in »tf //v^j thrice the num« 
ber ©f whatw^ gained- in yir/ig-ff^r/,. Thehoufe of. 
Commons-, as^ a^ remedy againft this- evil, brou^t 
in a bill for regealiag that a£t of general naturali- 
zation^; which, to the fiirprife of moft people, .was-^ 
rejected by the Lords-. And upon this occaiipn I 
muft allow myfelf to have been juftly rebuked by. 
one of my weekly monitors for pretending, in a 
former paper, to hope that law would be repealed ; 
wherein the Commons being difappointed, took 
care however to fend many of the Palatines away, 
and to reprefent their being invited over as a perni* 
cious counfel. 

The fualificatian-billy incapacitating all men to 
ferve in parliament, who have not fome eftate in 
land cither in poflcffion or certain rc\crfioTi^S»'^^'«- 
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lia|)s the greateft fecurity that ever was contrived 
for preferving the conftitution, which otherwife 
might in a little time lie wholly at the mercy o£ the. 
moneyed intereftv And fince much the greateft part 
of the taxes is paid cither immediately from land 
or from its produftions, it is but common juftice„ 
that thofe who are the proprietors fliould appoint 
what portion of it ought to go to the fupport o£ 
the public ; otherwife the ingroffers of money would 
be apt to lay. heavy loads on others^ which, them- 
felves never touch with one of their fingers^. 

The public debts were fo prodigioufly. increafed 
by the negligence and. corruption of thofe who had 
been managers of the revenue, that, the late mini* 
(lers^ like carelefs men^who run out their fortimcs^ 
were fo far from any thoughts of payment, that 
that ih^yhadiiot the coin-age' to ftate or compute 
them. The parliament. found, that- thirty rfive miK 
lions had never been accounted for.; and that the 
debt on the navy, wholly unprovided for^ amounti 
ed to nine millions. The late Chancellor of the^ 
Exchequer *, fuitable to his tranfcendent genius f c 
public aiJiurs, propofcd a fund to be fecurity fw 
that immeiife debt, which is now confirmed by a 
law, and .is likely to prove the greateft reftoration 
and. eftablifhment of the kingdomV credit. No> 
content with this, the legillature hath apjKiinted' 
commiffioners of accounts to infpeft into paft mif» 
managements of the public money, and prevent 
them for the future. 

I have, in a. former papery mentioned the aAfor 
building fifty, new churches in London and Wefb- 
miafter, with atfund ap|>ropriated for. that pioui 
and noble wosk. But while I am jnentioning afts 
of piety, it would be unjuft to conceal my s Lord 
High Treafurer's concern for religion, which hath 
extended «vea to another: kingdom : his . Lordfliip 

•^ Earl of Oxford.. 
^ having 
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haying ibme months ago obtained of her Majefly 
the fira fruits and jtentlis to the clergy of Ireland, 
as he is known to have before done to that Reve* 
rend body hcref. 

The aft.for carrying on a trade to the South-fea, 
propofed by the fame great perfon, whofe thoughts 
are perpetually employed, and ever with fuccefs, 
on the good of his counti^, will in all probabili- 
ty, if duly executed, be of mighty advantage to the 
.kingdom, and an everlafting honoiu: to the prefent 
parliament. 

I might go on further, and mention that feafon- 
able law againfl exceffive gaming ; the putting a 
.ftop to that fcandalous fraud of falfe muflers in 
the guards ; the diligent and effe^ual inquiry made 
.by the commons into feveral grofs abufes. I might 
produce many inftances of their impartial juflice ia 
deciding controverted cledlions againft farmer ex^ 
Ampie^ and great provocations to retaliate^ I might 
ihew their cheertul readinefs in granting fuch vaft 
fiipplie^ \ their great unanimity, not to be broken 
by all the arts or a malicious aiid cimning faction }: 
their unfeigned duty ta the Queen ; and lai^, tlxat 
yepreientation made to her Majcfty from the houfe 
.01 Commons, difcovering iuch a fpiru and^. difpo- 
jEtioa in that noble a£embjy to redrefs aU thofc 
evjls which a long male-adminiAratioa.had brought, 
upon ua. 

It is. probable, that trufting only to my memory 
I may have omitted many things of great import^ 
Aoce ; nei^er do I pretend further, in the compafs 
of this paper, than to give the world fome genera), 
however imperfef^, idea how worthily tliis great 
aflembly hath difcharged the tnjft of thofe who fo. 
freely chofe them ; and whjit we may reafonabljr 
hope and ea;peft from the piety, courage, wifdom^^ 

f Sc9 the «ttthor*s.Ie(teri to Archbifhof Kiof^, 



154 THE EXAMINER. N« 44* 

and loyalty of fuch excellent patriots in a time fo 
.fruitful of occafions to exert the greateft abili- 
ties. 

And now I conceive the main defign I had in 
writing thefe papers is fully executed. A great 
majority of the nation is at length thoroughly con* 
vinced, that the Queen proceeded with the higheft 
wilUom in changing her minillry and parliament ;. 
.that under a former adminiftration the greatcfl a- 
.faufes of all kinds were committed^ and the moft 
dangerous attempts againft the conititution far 
fome time intended. The whole kingdom finds the 
.prefent perfons in power direftly and openly pur- 
iiiing the true fervice of their Q^een and country; 
:and to be fuch whom their moil bitter enemies can- 
:not tax with bribery, covetoufnefs, amfadtion, pride, 
infolence, or any pernicious principles in religion 
•or government. 

Foi' my own particular, thofe little barking curs^ 
which have fb conftantly purfued me, I take to be 
4)f no further confequence to what I have wntten^ 
than the iboffing flaves of old, placed behind the 
chariot to put the general in mind of his mortaIi<^ 
ty ; which was but a thing of form, and made no- 
-ftop or difturbance in the (how. However, if theie 

r^rpet^al fnarlers ^gainft me had the iame defigis 
muft own they have effe^loally campa0€d it ; fince 
nothing can well be more mortifying than to refled;^ ' 
that I am of the fame fpecies with creatures capa* 
fole of uttering fo much fcurrility, dulnefs, faub* 
hood, and impertinence, to the icandal and dii^race 
pf human nacurei^ 
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No 45. Thurfday, June 14. 17 ii. 
Melius mn tangcr£ elamo. 

WHcn a general liath ccmqucred an army, and 
reduc^ a country ifo obedience, he often 
findeth it neccffary to fend oiit fmall bodies, in or- 
der to take in petty <aftlcs and forts ; and beat lit- 
tle draggling parties, which are otherwife apt to 
jnake head and infeft the neighbourhood. This 
•cafe refembleth mine. I count the main body of 
4hc Whigs entirely fubdued 5 at leaft, until they ap- 
'pear with new reinforcements, I ihall reckon tl^em 
as fuch ; and therefore do now find myfclf at lei- 
fiirc to examine inferior abufes. The bufinefs I 
iiave left, is to fall on thofe wretches who would 
ftill be keeping the war on foot, when they have 
«o country to defend, no forces to bring into the 
£eld, npr any thing remaining, but their bare good- 
will towards faSfion and mi/chief', I mean, «he pre- 
icnt fet of writers, whom I have fuffered, without 
moleftation, fo long to infeft the town. If there 
were not a concurrence from prejudice, party, 
^weak underftanding, and mifrepi-cientation, I flioukl 
thmk them too inconfiderable in themfelves to de- 
fcrve correftion : but, as my endeavour hath heen 
to expofe the grofe inipofitions t)f the fallen pnrty^ 
I will give a tafte, in the following petition, of the 
iincerity of xh^ir faSf or s \ to fliew how little thofe 
writers for the Whi^s were guided by confcience or 
lionour ; their hufinefe b.'ing only to gratify a pri- 
Tate interefL 
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75? the Right Honourable the prefent Mimjry, the 
humble Petition of the Party-writers of the late 
Miniftry ; 

•* Humbly Ihcweth, 

** THAT your petitioners have fervcd their time 
** to the trade of wvhing' pamphlet s^ and weekly pa- 
** perSf in defence of the IVhigs^ againft the church 
•* of England, and the Chriftian religion, and her 
*' Majefty's prerogative, and title to the crown : 
*^ that, fince the late change t)f her miniftry, and 
** meeting of this parliament, . the faid trade is 
'* mightily fallen off, and the call for die faid pam^ 
** phlets and papers much leife than formerly ; and 
•* it is feared, to our further prejudice, tiiat die 
'* Examiner may diicontinue writing; whereby 
** feme of your petitioners will be brought to ut- 
'* ter diftrefs ; for as much as through falfe quo- 
•* tations, noted abfur^ities, and other legal abu- 
'* fc&, many of your petitioners, to their great 
** comfort and fupport, were enabled to pick 
•' up a weekly fubfiftance out of the faid Exa- 
** miner. 

" That your faid pooi' petitioners did humbly 
** offer youT honours to write in defence of the late 
" change of miniftry and parliament, much cheap- 
** er than they did for your predecefTors i which 
" your honours were plcafed to refufe. 

" Notwithftanding which ofiFer, your petitioners 
** are under daily apprehenfion, that your honours 
^ will forbid them to follow the faid trade any 
** longer ; by which your petitioners, to die num- 
*' ber of fourfcore, with their wives and families, 
'^ will inevitably ftarve ; having been bound to no 
" other calling. 

*' Your petitioners defire your honours will ten- 
^^ derlv confider tl\e rvrevnifies, and fuffer your 

<^ laid 
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" faid petitioners to continue their trade, 
^* (thofe who fet them at work being ftill will- 
** ing to employ them, although at lower rates) 
** and your faid petitioners will give fecurity 
^* to make ufe of the fame Jiuff, and drefs it 
** in thtfame manner ^ as they always did, and 
•** no other. 

^* And your petidoners, &c.'* 

It is a certain fign, that a man is in the right, 
-when he raifcth all the fcriblers againft him : I have 
Sometimes had it in my head to write a particular 
Jbiftory of abufes and corruptions. As I find my- 
ielf at leifure this fiimmer, I fhall purfue the dc- 
fign ; where befides enumerating the grofs defeat, 
not only of duty and refpedl to the moft gracious 
•Queen that ever reigned ; I propofe to ihcw in eve- 
xj article, how wrong all things were managed un- 
der tlie late miniilry ; how right they are now, and 
according to the cmjiitntion. Such a hiftory would 
be the bed means, not only to expofe the principal 
a^lors ; but the weekly hirelings who toil in their 
defence ; who are fo liotorioufly difingenuous, ib 
diftant from matter of faft, fo ihort of that fpirit 
and entertainment which too often mingle with fuch 
pens as dip only in falfities ; that, if I were to rake 
into their particular abfurdities, (an attempt which 
they are Iccured from by their exceffive dulnefs), 
I fhould have reafon to look upon my fufferings as 
litde fliort of the merit of that Roman, who, by 
leaping into a bottomlefs gulf, facrificed his life to 
preferve his country. 

I have been often wondering how it comes to 
pafs, that the late men in power fhould be fo ill 
provided with writers ; conlidcring at what full lei- 
fure the heads and leaders of them are, and I hope 
will ever be ; they might certainly have made a 
wifer and more judicious colle£lion. If, aa foixvc 
hpagine, their own hands have dVot va VcSel, ^xA 

Vol. III. O V^aax. 
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that they themielves have a fhare in'dreffing up the 
Medley and Obfervator ; it is. a plain difcovcry, that 
their fpeculations are as mean and Jow as their 
prafticcs : for how can-we conceive that the polite- 
nefs and found judgement of one^ fhould ever de- 
fcend to Billingfgatc, ^ pedantry, and nonefenfe ? 
Or that zfecotidy who owetk iiis reputation of wit 
to his neighbours, fhould every day make his court 
officioufly to a certain great minifter, and yet once 
•a-weck fo clumfily abufe him. in his writings? 
• When I confider the feiftious fpirit (if any fpirit 
they have) of thofe papers, I can hardly look for 
the author of them in one^ who, by what means 
joever better coavinced,: had once fo much of that 
fort of loyalty «s to proftft himfelf a Nonjuror. 
• With iiumble,;fubmiffion to worfe judgements, I 
muft determine ithat the author of the Medley is a 
dunce out jo£ his element ; pretending to inteiTned- 
dle with raillery and irowjf, wherein -he- hath no 
manner of tafte or underftanding : his topic of rail- 
lery may be all reduced under thofe two word§, 
QjjGTH HE ; which he feldom faileth, in any one 
of his papers, to be arch with. His irony confift- 
€th of the words, my frien^d, although fome- 
times relieved with an epithet. Doth he think that 
when he faith my impious friend^ my Jiupid friend^ 
and the like ; faith it in every paper, and often a 
dozen times in one ; that this is either wit, humour, 
or fatire ? If I were impious or Jiupid, I fhould real- 
ly hope to be his friend, and think he fpoke in ear- 
neft. Irony is not a work for fuch grovelling pens, 
but extreme difficult, even to the beft ; it is one of 
the moft beautiful flrokes of rhetoric y and which 
aflceth a mafter-hand to carry on and finifli with 
fuccefs : but when a bungler attempteth beyond his 
ikill ; what was at firfl misfhapen, with aukward 
polifhing becometh entirely deformed : as the falfe 
beauty of paint upon a lady's face is lefs dcfiraWc 

than 
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than no beauty at all ; and the pertnefs of a fhal- 
low fop, more difagreeable than his filence. 

I fhould not have defcended fo much below the 
dignity of this paper, as to regard the , courfe of 
thefe muddy writers, did not the heads of the late ^ 
faction ftill endeavour to corrupt the minds of weak 
people, who are at a diftancs from the metropolis, 
by their diligence and liberality io circulating, theie 
weekly poifons gratis,- Great numbers ar^ con- 
fituuly iein into the country, to prepoffcfs the read* 
er againft the Examiner ; for no other reafon, bu| 
becaufe they would ftill mifLead and prevent their 
. being iet right in fa£ls; that theymightnot fee hovr 
well the people did to afiift the church and Queen : 
to this end they have been forced to make ufe of 
gireis £alftties, without the leaft appearance of trutht 
but, howerer thofe more mbdeft of their party 
here may blufli and wonder at the aflurance of 
their friends, it ferves their defign in the country. 
where truth arrives late ; and imce the mercy or 
die government, or rather a juft contempt, ftiU 
fuffers thefe writers to continue thefe effbrts, it 
k. not doubted th^rt, but what they deliver ir,. 
lit leaft, free from tiotorious falfehood. But 
thofe dk>uds of ignorance will certainly fly before 
that light which now ihines throughout the nn^ 
lion, from the reprefentction offered to her Ma* 
jefty> by the beft noufe of Commons that ever fat % 
who come the neareft to our happy conftitution^ both 
in the freedom of their eledions, and that true 
Englifli fpirit, which have unanimoufly carried the 
majority of them through, to the end of this me- 
morable /?^(?/zj. In which reprefentation the people 
may be convinced, that live pai'ts in fix of what the 
Examiners have charged on the late miniftry and 
faftion are true : which is fo glorious, fo unanfwer- 
able a juftication of thefe papers, that atiy longer 
to declaim againfk them, will be as vain and infigni- 
cant, as it hath always been a vidkulows eti^oaNCsvx^^ 
O z ^^ Afr^ 
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Pauca tanun fuherunt prijca v^igiafraudk. 

T Hope' my countrymen will bdieve, that I have a 
very good occafion ta congratulate with them 
upon the Queen's fpeech : all the hooeft part muil 
be of opinion, that nothing ever proceeded from 
the throne more glorious for our reprefentatives in 
parliament ; or more gracious and fatisfaAory to 
the nation. Could there, amidft that awfui: afiem* 
bly, be any heart untouched at the voice of luch a 
Queen ? RecoUefting her piety, the uprightnefs of 
her life, her im wearied prayers and' endeavours fof 
the profperity of her people ; from whofe intereits 
hers were never .divided. 

Her Majefty filled every loyal breaff with yoff^ 
when, with her graceful air, and elegant manner 
of delivery, ihe told her pflcrliament, ** The plea- 
** fure fhc took to fee the performance of thoft 
•* promifes they had made her at the beginning of 
'* the feffion»; their complying with her ddire to 
** propagate the fervice of God, in the building {i^ 
** many new churches : enabling her to carry on 
•* the war ; making effeftual provifion for paying 
•* thofe debts, which were almoft grown- an infup- 
•* portable burthen on the public ; when our ene- 
•^ mies every tuhere flattered themfelves, that fup- 
** plies for the fervice of the current year could 
** not have been foimd."^ 

Could any thing be more grateful to true Britifh 
fpirits, who had done their utmoft towards retriev- 
ing our diforders, than to be applauded for difap- 
pointing the enemies of the nation, in all refpcEii I 
Not only by their raifing greater foms than ever 
ifv'ere g^ranted to any prince, in one feffion : but for 
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reftoring public credit, a blel&ng fo invaluable, and 
fo much dcfpaired of by our enemies, that tluy- 
concluded it impoffible ror the miniftry and parlia • 
ment to extricate us out of thofe amazing diiiicul- 
ties whereinto we had been plunged. And truly, 
if we impartially confider the meafures upon which 
the late men in power proceeded, we (hall find it 
extremely difficult to give any fjitisfaftory accounr 
to reafon'or policy, for their notorious depccula- 
tions) (if my friend the Medley will give me leave 
to make ufe of that Avnrd) ; unlefs, like fome mo- 
memary conquerors, they refblved to wafte that- 
empire they could not keep: 

I am very well affurcd, that the former miniftry, 
after a long run of ill hufbandry, were often at 
their wits-end (until things grew riper for that 
change they had projefted) how to prevent fromr 
breaking all at once upon the public, that . report 
which they knew would ruin their dcfigns. The 
whole government fubfifted upon prefcnt credit^ 
although vaft fums were annually given to fupport 
the war; which were fo far from being applied this 
way, that every year we were plunged more and 
more in debt. It is true, the parliament voted fubn 
fidies, and the willing people chearfuUy paid xhcrvf 
in hopes, by an honourable peace, they, ihould 
quickly fee the end of their miferies and taxes : 
yet the arrcar to the navy, and other charges, ran 
on ; the miniftry put a good face upon a decaying 
conftitution ; they employed all their arts to con* , 
ceal tlie real diftrefs we weie in ; they procured 
that money fhould be lent at five per cent, whilft 
the unhappy creditors were forced to give from 20 
to 40 per cent, difcount, for every farthing they re- 
ceived upon the bills afligned them by the govern- 
ment. This they very well knew was fuch ill ma* 
nagement as could not be long concealed : 4hcy 
had feparatelv and prodigioufly enriched ^oxtw 
ftlves, to prcicrvc thtir wealth and auxhoro:^ \ "Vjf^^ 
O 3 'wo^ 
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now they muft invade tlic conftitution. As to their 
own polTclIionSy an a£i of indemnity had fecured 
them : and for the ref):, they had little more to rijh^ 
than whether they fhould remain opulent fnbjeAs, 
although without any fliai-e in the power ; or be- 
come mafters without limitation. 

Avarice is ever inlatiable i How then muft it de- 
ftroy, when it has the wealth of a nation to feed 
on ? The miferics of the people, the tears and 
groans of poor feanieh and their families, were not 
regarded by thefe dcvourers ; univerlal frauds and 
. abufes not only winked at, but encouraged ; trade 
not dying, but dead. It is true, public credit was 
ilill alive, but fublifted only upon ftrong cordials ; 
in utter ignorance of her approaching difiblution. 
Yet no one ftcp was made by thefe Jlate-phyJidanSj 
towards preventing her ^apparent deceafe; much 
leis did they take any thought about curing the 
xnklady they had occaiioned ; they were not fo void 
of rcafon as to be ignorant of the condition they , 
had reduced us to ; they did know it, and ftood 
provided of a remtdy to fecure themfelves, (which 
a little time would perfeft to their wifh), and which 
all good fubjecls ,muft tremble to think on ; a remt' 
dy a thbufand times worfe than the difeafe \ where, 
inftead of an indulgent lawful Queen, we muft have 
referred to a lawfcfsya«/o, and to an arbitrary cap* 
tain-general. 

But now, God be praifed, our fears arc diflipat- 
cd : the Queen is free^ and afts entirely according 
to her own judgement and inclination ; the parlia- 
ment acquiefceth in whatever fhe requireth i we 
have proved the happy efFedls of their mutual con- 
fidence ; and, as her Majefty telleth us from the 
throne, ** fhe fliail look upon any attempt to leffen 
^* it, as a ftep towards diffolving her government.'* 

I could make many ufeful refle£lions upon the 

prefent happy change of our condition ; the dific- 

^fcnt ./late of fccurity to o\jit totiftix>amn^ wherein 
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this fef&ons hath left us, from the fears that pof" 
fcflcd m upon the ending of the laft ; the dread 
and appreheniion the majority of the kingdom were 
then in, left thnt parliament flioi>ld fit any more ; 
the longings and impatiencies of the people, un-^ 
til her Majefty Ihall think fit, that tho/i may meet 
again. 

While the finking credit of the nation hath been 
thus retrieved, by the great abilities and ir\4uftry 
of the prefent miniftry and parliament ; the convt- 
cation, no Icfs ufefully employed in the catife of 
piety, have drawn up a " reprcfentation of the pre- 
** lent ftate of religion, \^ith regard to the late ex- 
** ceffivc growth of infidelity ,^ hcrefy, and profanc- 
" nefs 5 unanimoufly agreed upoA a joint com- 
** mittce of both houfes of the province of Can- 
" terbury; and after^vards rejefted by the upper 
" houfe, but paffed in the lower," 

I am forry thefe pious labourers fliould be baflled 
in their godly endeavours by their own brethrertr 
I have formerly, in two Examiners, touched upoit 
the nature of this fynod, and their divifions, toge- 
ther with the Qneen*s letter, and defire to recon- 
cile all differences and difputes ; and hoped to fee ' 
the happy effects of her exhoitatioti . The hfirior 
cleroy have -proceeded with a fpirit truly primitive; 
their reprefentation is writ with fuch force of elo- 
quence and argument, as muft warm the coldeft 
heart. The narrow compafs of this paper will not 
permit me to enumerate all the heads : ** They 
** trace the deluge of impiety fi-om that long and 
*' unnatural rebellion, which loofened all the bands 
** of difcipline and order ; whence hypocrify and 
" and enthufiafm begat a difrcgard for the very 
" appearance of religion ; and ended in a fpuit 
** of downright libertinifm and profanenefs: whence 
** adverfaries arofe, who openly fcattered the poi- 
** fon of Arian and Socinian herefics •, tlv^ Go^v:.^^ 
** of the Holy Spirit denied ; myftcm^ cx^\o^e^^ 
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*' as implying contradiAions, and incapable of be*' 
** coming objefts of affent to reafonable minds^ 6f , 
** From thcfe wicked principles, wicked pradkices 
**. have followed ; frequency of oaths and. impreca- 
'* tions ; all manner of excefs and luxury, gaming 
" upon the Lord's day,. Ac. Upon which I muft 
beg leave to fubjoin, that a certain late great mini* 
Jier (in the good company of Sir James of the Peak, 
and others of the fame fort) always made play biS' 
Sunday's entertainment. 

In this reprefentatien we have a melancholy pro-- 
fpeft of the ftate of our religion ;"'fuch amazing, 
impieties can be equalled by nothing but by thofe* 
cities of old, deflroyed by fire from heaveu ? nor 
can that deluge of profanenefs, which over-runs 
the nation, have any check from th^ pious endea-- 
vours of our clergy, whilft the majority, on one* 
part, continue to difagree with the other, about the 
manner of putting eflentials in execution. Mean 
time, the caufe of Chriftianity muft fufter, and* 
our convocations ftill have the difreputation of do- 
ing nothing. The reprefentation which themselves- 
have tranfmitted to the lower houfe, is the fame in 
very many of the fa£ls. As to the diflcrence of 
ftyle and fpirit, I conceive that doth not relate to- 
the fervice of religion in general, any more than 
when I am excefEve cold, whether I would chufc 
to be warmed by a quicker or more languid fire. 
Nor can I without pleafure take notice of one pa- 
ragraph, where they hope, ^' that efpecbl care 
•' will be had of the education of young people at 
** the univerfities ; that tutors may teach their pu- 
V pils the principles of the Chriftian religion, and 
** endeavour to make them ferious in it ; with a 
" particular eye to all fuch who are defigned for 
** holy orders." Where fuch reverend prelates 
are concerned, it were a fort of facrilcge to difpute 
their lincerity : after this, dare any perfon imagine 
that their doftrinc and iWu: uitenUQus can differ; 



No 46. THE EXAMINER. idj 

or, that fo grave and venerable a body, upon fo 
f^Iemn an occafion, would deal in irony ^ or explain 
tJieir meaning by contraries ? This miift doubtlefs 
convince all mch who have hitherto, upon a wrong 
interpretation, prefumed to fquare opinions by 
theirs, and have, with loud exclamations, {hewn 
their abhorrence • of atf univerfity-educatlon, as 
tainting our youth with- the principles of kyalty to 
fovereigns, and an implicit obedience to the flaviih 
doArines of the church. 

As thu admonition muft fatisfy fuch who fur- 
mifedy that the majority did not approve educating^ 
children in the univerfity ; fo the unhappy ftop that 
hath been put ta the defigned reprefentation, hath 
given- Ae enemies^ of our holy religion (too numer- 
ous and politic a party to be arm^d by ourfelvei^ 
againft ourfelves) a feeming occafion to deride our 
diviiions : and, as if thofe fblemn proceedings were 
all but a jeft, thefe ungodly perfons are not afraid 
to be merry with the conceit of the upper houfe's 
diflenting from what fiire of their own members 
had before in a committee agreed to in the lower ;: 
as if they were afting a religious farce, called A 
convocation and no convocation ; nor will they believe 
our bifhops can have fuch concurrent fears of the. 
growth of impiety f when they do not proceed in the 
means that fhould put an effe^ual ftop to it, only- 
for a form ; or, to ufe the words of our church* 
adverfeiries, until the laft remaining incroachment 
be made by the upper houfe upon the privileges of 
the lower. 

Thefe refleftions are arrows in the heart of every 
honeft churchman ; we would recriminate in vain, 
our enetoies flatter themfclves we lie too open for a 
defence : We muft therefore be content to wait with 
patience and prayer for a remedy to thefe misfor^ 
tunes, until the lord of the harvefi^ in his good 
time, Jtall feparate the tares from th^ wh:at. 
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No 47. Thurfday> June 26. 1711. 

Confilar ficUs ut hngi tacUa ieJU* 
Menu firmnt placida^ 

T Suppofc fome wit andm\ich leifure have made kr 
^ a faflxion among ingjenious peribi:^, ' to fend let- 
ters, by way of affiftance, to us weexly writers. Iv 
if^ eafj to imagine, that.'I hate had my fhare of 
fuch contributions ; for which^. although I be ytrj- 
thankful, yet. -I muft confefsi widx'.foB^ vanity, 
that my mind is rather burdened than relieved by 
Aofe intelligences*. If I take notice of fome, and 
not of bthers) I proportioaably difbblige ; however, 
as they &11 in my way, I promife to do vf hat lieth 
in my power, towards introducing into the world 
the works of thofe amnytMus perfons who are fo 
fond of being authors; 

In theJfirft place,- ouf of- his exceeding zeal to* 
&e caufe, ont is alarmed at the induftry of the 
Whigs^ in aiming to ftrengthen their routed paHy^ 
by a reinforcement from the circumcifed ; as not 
contented with Ariani^ Sotinians, Freethinkers^ and 
all forts of Chriftian fiElaries \\x&d£% a confider- 
able number of apojiates^ or if you plcafe deferterSf 
from our own body ; and therefore recommendeth 
to me, that fome care may be taken to put a flop 
to tbefe gallimau£ry meetings, thefe. prohibited 
conjun(H:ions of Jews and Chriftians ; fince in order 
to bring thofe infidels within the wide circle o£ 
^higgifb community, ncitlier blandifhments nor 
promifes are omitted ; the very women proving ac- 
ceflaries ; as for example, a certain great lady^ with 
fome beauteous auxiliaries, did not difdain to grace 
Sji: Solomon MedinVs magnificent ball and colb- 

^ UOUj. 
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lion ; nor was the young Duchefs • (although a 
toad of the firft rate) in the lead dilguflcd at giv- 
ing her hand to dance^n partnerihip with* a frowzy 
Jew.' 

Another pcrfon fendeth me a letter^ comjilaining 
of the fmall reputation of the Queen's phyficianf . 
This careful perfoikieemethto belong to the tkurch 
by his expreflton^ where he blames ^theVltte mi- 
niilry for imitating Jeroboamr^ho ordained priefis 
-out of the lowed of the people ; ^and confinipg 
that facred life, the br/ath rf our ins/in/j^ to'klie 
charge and care of fiich inen,^to whofe (lender 
abilities they would be T^ry far from trufting their 
'own. 

The third cometh from a lufiercr under the late 
junto', one, who remaining fully fatisfied of his 
own merit, rqunes that others have not the like 
« valuable eftimation ; and are not expeditions c- 
nough in rewarding the faid merit : he therefore re- 
commendeth to me a fubjeft neceflary to be read by 
r all who have pretcnlions, or live in a court, called. 
The nature pf delay..; or, The virtues and advantages 
of procrajiinaiim., 

A fourth perfon is feniiWy piqued at the Ned' 

• ley's popular reflection, " That the Queen's moft 
** gracious fpeech fliould be printed in AbtPs Pofi* 
*• boy, with this very juft conclufion : But we have 

* ** lived to fee the day wh«rein every thing great 
** and illuftrious among men is treated with an un- 
** becoming familiarity : all orders of men muft 
" expeft to be huddled into tlic vile multitude ; 
" and ufed as if they had not fenfc of glory or 
*' infamy. " My correfpondent inquireth, what 
<ievil owes this writer and his party a fliame, to 
make him talk of a day ? tlidX fcandalous day J when 
infignificant pages and forward attorney-clerks were 

■hoifted above the knowledge of themfclvcs, or their 
•remembrance of others ; not only perverting to 
•their fcveral ufes the trcafure of viic txmoTv,\5WiX. 
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iprefuming to give Jaws even to tlieir forereign ; 
'that was, indeed , a day which we have all 4ived to 
fee^ when all. things great and illnftriouT among nten^ 
wcre^ by arrogant upftarts, treated not only uifh 
,>an utAeaming fomiUarity^ but Avith treachery and 

}>ride ; vrhen it might be truly faid, that^ under 
iich petty and yet arbitrary difpenfation, ail orders 
■of nun were huddled into tie vile multitude^ and ufed 
. ^tt'jj^ '^hey' had not fenfe ^f glory or infamy j, 

'?The fifth letter recounts a fcandalous paflage that 
htppened at the auction of the late Mr. Bernard'^ 
^library ; and prayeth me to give all befitting dif- 
4:ouragement to.fuch enormities. Itfeemeth fome 
gentlemen were talking of a fcarce book which 
^treated ofipirite and apparitions; one of them afk- 
ed Mr.Toland, what he thought o£ ghqfis ? whe- 
ther he had any belief of fuch things ? He readily 
anfwered, he was fo far from believing ghoflsj that 
he did not believe what men call the Ho'y Ghojl, 

The next (whom I ftiall do the favour to {hew 
at length, becaufe he calleth himfclf a JVhig^ and 
may poflibly charge me with an unfair quotation, 
if I fink any part of what he wrote) fends me an 
invitation to come over to his fide \ but left this may 
t)e xlnoM^i gafionade^ I hadbeft refer to the origi- 
nal letter. 

S I R, 

•^ YOU have flood the fliock of the fliallow 
** writers, aided by the ht^jinijhers of our parry, 
. " with fo much reputation, and fo much to their 
^* confufion, that I, who have a value for your 
•^ perfon and abilities (but an averfion to yoor 
^' caufe), advife you to renounce the Tories ^ aiul 
** come over to us. Their bufinefe is done, they 
** have no more occafiou for your pen ; you muft 
*^ therefore expeft to be negle^ed and forgotten, 
*' as your fellow-labourers have been. Whom 
'' have they ever rewarded I They go quite con- 
lb- *« trary 



No 47. '^THE EXAMINER. 169 

** crary to our maxim ; none, although ever fa 
** uadefervingy have fuffcrcd imprifonmenr and 
** hardfhip for us ; but we look upon it as our com- 
** mon intereft to proteA and uphold them, becaufe 
** we have but one, the TorUs as many interefts as 
*' there are perfons. Befldes, in writing for the 
** ftrongeft fide, you have commiferation againd 
** you : Nor need your apoflafy fear finding its 
** account, for the reafons before mentioned, 
** and one more very confiderablc, which is, that 
*^ falfe witneiTes are always well paid. The onlv 
** objeAion can be made agaiiWl this propofai, 
*' is, you may think, perhaps, you have fo far in- 
** cenled us by your many difcoveries of our arca^ 
** fifff that you cannot cxpc<5l to be received with 
** any degree of warmth or confidence. If this be 
** your opinion, you are a great ftranger to our 
*' principles; we never rcfufc to accept an enemy 
** with open arms, when we can thereby ftrengtheii 
" our own, or weaken our adverfary's party ; we 
*' are fo far true politicians, that both our love 
♦' and hatred always giv« way to our intereft ; but 
•* befides, all muft know our own blind fide, which 
** was never proof againft flattery, how fulfomo 
" or unjuft foever. How many authors, with no 
** other merit, flouriflied under the late minifty ! I 
** would advil'c you therefore to write a treatife, 
** which will be very faihionable and ufcful, called, 
^* Tbe art ofjbi/ting fides, and dedicate it in thcfe, 
^' or the Ukc terms ; 

To all honeft Whig-gentlemen, and virtuous Whig- 
ladies, in and about the cities and liberties of 
London and Wedminfter^ < 

Gentlemen and Ladif.s, . 
'• A man who ventures to publifli bold tmtii^vci 
•' thcfc days of Toryifm and ^Litixt^rj %c^Nt.Ttk- 
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*^ ment, unlcfs he hath a powerful ifltereft to fiip- 
*' port him, muft expe<5i: to be fcurvily treated by 
** the perfecuting part of the world : without very 
** good feconds, he may fhew abundance of zeal, 
** but little difcretion ; like thofe knights of old, 
** who ufed to plunge alone into the midft of arm- 
** ed foes. The only difference between the cou- 
** rage of the hero, and that of the author, feem- 
** eth to lie in the fuccefs : one meeteth with Ty- 
*• bum, Newgate, or at beft a mcflenger ; whilft 
** the other gallantly relcueth his miftrefs, or car- 
.** rieth off the prize. For this reafon I prefume 
** to apply to you for protection, and I hope to 
** make my future fervices atone fpr my paft of- 
^* fences. You are too confiderable, both in num- 
** ber and power, to fear a defeat; and too zeal- 
'* ous of the truth, to fuffer its champion to be 
" borne down and trampled upon by enemies. 

Gentlemen, ** Your very adverfaries cannot dc- 
*' ny but you have more money than they, and 
** confequently muft give up the fuperiory of wit : 
*' and, although they have difputed the point of 
** hohefty, it appears the balance now licth enure- 
** ly oil your fide ; witnefs the many imanfwerable 
** fteps you have taken for the good of the nation, 
" the wonders of your late adminiftratin, your re- 
*^ fpedl and honour for the true intereil: of your 
** Queen and country, your concern for the public 
" credit, and your readinefs to advance monefyup- 
*' on great emergencies, where the fafety of the 
** ftate fo eminently required it. 

Ladies, ** Were your plea to virtue and beau^ 
*^ lefs evident, you might ftand mort in need 
. " of a champion; but I never heard any who 
** durft prefume to fay, you have more virtue than 
" beauty, or lefs humility than prudence ; youfhinc 
*' in your zeal for the caufe, and your condefcen- 
" lion is fo bright a charafter, that th,ere are few 

" men 
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" men, how defpicable focver, but what found 
'* the happy efteft of it." 

S I R^ 

" Bymy intimaqr and ftation among ihem, I 
*^ have fo cxaft a knowledge of what M-ill plcafe, 
" that I have fcnt you this roufh dr.ui[»ht,' 
"■ which I will undertake to be the univcrikl iLni'c 
•* of our party ; only leaving you to model it, after 
^* fuch a manner as you think beft. I hope, you , 
" will not defer your converfion, but conclude 
** this a mark of my kindnefs for you. Pray make. 
** your advantage of this advice, and you will very 
" much rejoice, 

SIR. 

Your affectionate friend, 

and humble fcrvant.'* 
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Neque femper arcum 
Tendit Jpollo. 

TT fometlmes happens that I am either iick, or 
•* lazy, or fplenetic ; and fometimcs, perhaps like 
other authors of great reputation, I am dull by de- 
fign. In fuch unlucid intervals it falleth out, that 
three or four of my papers are inferior to the reft : 
however, the credit of the former keeps them up 
a while ; and even judicious people are often pre- 
judiced for a week or two in their favour ; or per- 
haps are fo candid to expeft a better next time. 
But the majority of readers go on with the fame 
appetite, whether the paper be good or bad ; until 
they are taught by their betters what thelc few^v- 
mcnts arc to be. It thus farcili bciwttiu v-cv^i -acw^i 
P :: ^^c^tt. 
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die Medkyy who, although he hath been always fb 
liberal with his epithets, as if he had them iiy him 
ready printed, and had nothing to do every week 
bot fill up the blanks ; yet, in one or two of his 
laft papers he hath outdone himfelf, becaufe fome- 
body hath told him that the trammer is grown 
dull. I fear they have told him truth : and how 
can it be otherwife, when I am defcended from a- 
' nimadverting upon the corruptions in the late ad- 
miniftration, to be an antagonift of his ? I had 
hopes 0/ giving fome diverfion to the town and 
myielf, during this idle feafon of the year, by ex- 
pofing the follies of his produAions; but find I 
have been unhappily infedted with the' ftupity I dc- 
fign to ridicule. 'Iliis MeSUr is the perfeft rcverfc 
of Sir John FalftaSe ; he is not only dull himfelfi 
but he is alfo the caufe that dulnefs is in other 
men. 

However, I think I have found out a way to 
read his papers, from henceforward, without dan- 
ger to my underftanding; and therefore I now give 
him notice, that I defign to write with wit and fpi- 
rit for fome time ; which otherwife he would hard- 
ly apprehend until about a month hence* 

He hath injured me in faying, / infult her Ma^ 
jejly^s phyjicians ; I only repeat the words of my 
correfpondent : if the Queen difcard her prefcnt 
phyficians, he is at a lofs how we fliall find Tones 
to fupply their places : becaufe^ he afliireth us, the 
Tories are as great quacks in fcience as in toBticu 
If the trial of quackery muft be determined ov Ikfll 
In politics, I dare appeal to the Whig phyuciam 
themfelves to decide which are the quacks ; and 
\idiether the Tories of the faculty have not made 
much better prognoftics upon the body-politic, by 
chufing to adhere to the prefent miniftry. 

And, if refpeft to the Queen's perfon be the 
^^eftion ; the Medley fure is not well in his wife, 
^^toevivc the memory o£ vImlx. dcfeft for which foiDC 



No 4». THE EXAMIHER; 173 

of his party have been famous. Suppofe him reali- 
ty ignorant ; upon ever fo little recolleAion of any 
of his friends, he may quickly be informed which 
fide have the beft pretence that way to favour; 
fince this writer, and I amrgjad to find it, can ad" 
.mit reverence an4 dutv to her Majefty are, aly 
though late, come to be confidered as a fort of 
merit. 

Methinks this perfon, who will be my friend 
whether I will or no, putteth himfelf and me to 
much more trouble than he needeth. If he would 
fiurly cavil with me paper by paper, and then have 
done, there might be fome hope; but without encl, 
I am to be perpetually worried and puoifhcd this 
month for the fins of the laft ; fo that it Is not pro- 
pcrlv tkis Medley contra that Examinefy but every 
Medley agaiiifl every Examiner ; when he feems this 
week to fay all that his little invention and fpite can 
fupply, and I may fafely conclude he hath exhauft- 
ed the fubjeA; he returns when I leaft dream of 
him, with ftale malice and double dulnefs, to empty 
that quiver which he hath filled witli arrows from 
abroad: but when his mercilefs auxiliaries are 
withdrawn, fome to pleafure, others to debate how 
to retrieve, by caballing, what they loft by ill con- 
du£t ; or are amufed by fawning at court ; or dif- 
abled by the diforders of a broken conftitution ; 
this harmlefs perfon abateih very much of the 
poignancy of his fatire. 

Whilft I was thus rcfleAing upon this famous 
\mofiitory my printer brought me feveral letters, but 
not. all of them wrote by myfelf to the Examiner^ 
as thefagactous Medley fuggefteth ; with his hum* 
ble advice, that it would not be amifs to print more 
frequently thofe letters I daily receive ; his old way 
of judging of the goodpefs by the fale, made him 
extol that paper, wherein I had lately obliged fo 
many of my correfpondents, protefting, tKat&\c^ 
the Aoman triumph, or what be ^^ x>a& U^^TtX 

p J CT^-«XV 
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crown and Marcus CrafTus, he had not feen a 
greater call for any particular Examiner ; the rea- 
ibn Teemed plain ; the underhand endeavoui^s of my 
fellow-writers have fuccecded; the concurrent in- 
tercft of many authors muft be much more pre- 
vailing than that of one ; m coniideration of 
which, I refolved upon that eafy method of fil- 
ling up a paper, and^ at the fame time, obliging a, 
frijnd. 

Th^ firft letter complaineth with juilice of the 
great ncgleft I have been guilty of, in letting the 
Medley boaft himfelf fo long upon the claufe in the 
a5l of infolvencyy relating to the receivers of the re- 
venue : he exhorteth me to read carefully the aft 
at length ; where he afilireth me I {hall find the re* 
t^uifite fandlion included, although couched in other 
terms ; from whence he infers, that whatever cun- 
ning was requifite to the drawing up the faid aft, 
he needeth not be a Volpone to difcover the intent : 
he beggeth me to take this matter into examination, 
which I promifc him fliortly to do, although to the 
abolifliing my antagonift's witty advertifement, and 
confirming my own opinion, that a cunning knave 
will fooner commit a hundred crimes (although of 
as black a dye that come within a hau-'s breadth of 
the gallows) than one clumfy one, by which he may 
be made to mount it. 

The fecond letter is of fuch a length, that I am 
forry it cannot be inferted here : I find it fo inge- 
nious, that I do not think fit to abridge it: the 
gentleman treateth, with a defcription veiy delicate, 
of the art of courts, or the means by which treach- 
erous enemies are to a miracle transformed into 
faithful friends, profefled admirers, and moft ob- 
. fcquious flatterei-s; with the great fecrct how to 
overcome that fcrupulous modefty which deters 
fome few from imitating the reft ; and embracing 
with open arms thofe whom, heretofore, they 
•would have deftroyed. 
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A third draweth up a very pathetic reprcfentatoi> 
of the hardfhips initiated upon a reverend divine, 
late chaplain of JMorden college upon Blackheath/ 
for no other reafon but his being an honeft Tory, 
and truly orthodox : and really the management 
£:emeth fo unfair, that if, upon an exaft inquiiy^ 
I find the faAs to be true ; fuch as their letting 
part of the faid college to a coffeehoufe ; reducing 
the number of twenty decayed merchants to n^'elve, 
and thofe diflenters ; although the founder obliged 
his truftees to no fuch limitation ; ajQigning twenty 
pounds a-year for 6ach peffon, which is alfo redu- 
ced to twelve pounds per annum : if, I fay, thefc 
fa^s prove true, I fh^l not fail to take a proper 
time to fet them in the beft lights I am able. 

A fifth, with gilt paper, neat wax, and under 
cover, dateth his remonftrances from the drawing- 
room ; add in a courtly ftyle, which I am not po- 
lite enough to imitate, fetteth forth the vicifiitude 
of human things, the change of manners and fa- 
Ihions ; feemeth with pleafure, yet regret, to call 
to memory an age, wherein poffibly himfelf might 
flourifli, in which the modes that now obtain, 
would not have been endured. In iliort, he ap- 
peareth extremely fhocked at the conduft of two 
great Udies, who took the liberty to behave thcm- 
felves in the Queen's prefence, before a full court, 
as if they had heen at eafe in their own ruel/eSf 
with none but inferior perfons about them. Re- 
verence, diftinftion, decency, were made only for 
little people ; thefe ladies ai*e above the pun£lilio of 
laws and cuftoms : their o\vn charms, the merit of 
their anceftors, their gratitude, greatnefs of foul, 
refpeft and duty to their fovereign, may fupport 
Irregularity in their pofterity, 

I hope the Medley will allow thcfe paflages may 
have been extrafted out of real letters ; fince I could 
as well have produced them for my own : be that 
as it will> I am glad he alloweUi mc \.o V.^e.'^ ^^ 
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good a correfpondence with myfclf. His ccnfure, 
if it be true, amounteth to no more than this, that 
I am fo far from being obliged to others for my 
matter, as to be forced to father my own upon 
thofewho will pleafe to accept it ; wherein I differ 
as much from him^ as one who ftealeth money in- 
to his neighbour's pocket, doth from a rogue who 
picketh it out, 

■f . . . ^ ' • 

, No 49, Thurfday, July 19. 1711. 

' > • ■ %•• I 'Hi ■■ '. ■ 

AvGritja Jtdem,\proKtat€m, cmUrafyue ben as arteSf 
• fubvertitf pr^, its fuperhum^ crudelitatem^ decs iw 
gligin^ ety$mnia venaHa habere, ethcutt* 

T Confider myfelf grown a very ufelefs writer? 
•* but it was no more than I forefaw, when I firft 
began with the Medley : I knew my paper would 
infenfibly dwindle into the thing himfelf and his 
party detired ; and my time be loft in managing a 
difpute fruitlefs to the town, and iniignificant even 
to ourfelves ; he is refolved not to be convinced, 
nor I to be perverted ; he hath ftill his prompters, 
and I my readers ; we both are where we began } 
he will yet continue to animadvert falfely ; and I 
defign henceforward to take no more notice (rf 
what he writes, than men are ufed to do by noto- 
rious liai^s ; who, if they ever happen to fpeak 
truth, muft bring other vouchers than themfelvesi 
to gain that belief which their continued courfe 
of falfity hath juftly robbed them of from the 
public. 

I had perhaps clofed my papers with this, and 
took leave until the meeting of the parliament; 
pleafed to leave affairs in fo quick ^nd promifing • 
conditipn, had I not met with ,ar very fcarce mann- 
fcript out of a cert^n library : I believe the tranfl«- 

tioa 
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tion of past of it will not be unacceptable to the 
town. The author is that famous Italian, Giovan* 
lu AdoUrandiy who made his particular requeftj 
that his works might never be printed : the manu- 
fcript I fpeak of is called Marcui/fntaniuj^ wrote in 
the fame fort of verfe with the RInaldo 9f Taffo^ 
whofe fenior he was : the paflage I would tranflate^ 
IS Fuhria's going to the houfe of Pride, to implore 
the iuccour of the goddefs towards ruining the vir* 
tue of Agrippa, the favourite of Auguftus : there 
are fo many pa^*allel incidents in the defcription, 
that I am tempted to believe our famous Spcnfer 
had read this poem, when he gave the world his 
fourth canto of the firft book of his Fairy ^etn. 

The author introduceth Doiabella telling the hif* 
tory of the triumvirate ; Lepidut's removal. An** 
thony's behaviour in the eaft, and OAavius's go* 
vemment at Rome, when he had called Agrippa to 
aflift him in the management of afiairs ; whofe wif- 
dom and great abilities proved deftrudive to th^ 
hopes that Anthony's friends had entertained, of 
feeing .him fole arbitrator of the empire. Fulvia, 
the wife of Antony, is recorded by Plutarch to be 
a bold and enterprifing woman ; our poet entereth 
very well into her chara&er ; where DolabeUa ref- 
lates, that he beheld in his journey a ftupendpus 
palace, with a broad high way made bare by the 
number of paflengers who hourly travelled that 
way ; few of whom ever returned, but fiich whom 
poverty had reduced : the avenues were filled with 
beggars, who, although in rags and ruins, retained 
their former air and deportment : when they re* 
quired your charity, it was ftill with a vaunting in* 
troduftion of what they had been. 
. Approaching nearer, I faw, continued he, two 
bufyperfons, gaily habited, entertaining the croud 
that were in the broad road. Thefe were Flattery 
and Folly. ' The firft made herfelf acceptable \s% 
excefs Qi compliance, and perpctu?^ ^t%£t% \ ^c^^e 
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fuch i^as her indnftry, that flie left not even vice 
without its applaufe ; endearing to the wearers 
their very defefts. Folly was no Icfs afliduoiis in 
befpeaking credit of her (ifter, afluring her, that 
whatever was fpoke by Flattery was indifputablc. 
In this delightful converfation, the travellers pafled 
happily on to the palace, where they were met by 
Vanity, who with much apjdaufe and ceremony, 
which they took for rcfpcft, conducted them into 
the houfe of Pride. 

. This dazzlmg imwicldy ftrufture was built amidflr 
the tears and groans of a people harafied with a lin- 
geriiig war, to gratify the ambition of 7Lfubje&\ while 
thtfove reign's palace lay in ajbes. It was dedicated^ 
from the firft foundation, to the goddefs of Pride; 
the building exceffive cqftly, but not artful i the ar- 
chitcSi feemed to confider how to be moft profiife, 
and therefore neglected an advantageous eminence 
(made proper by nature) to build one a quarter of 
a mile fhort of it, at the vain expence of fifty mil- 
lions of fefterces. There were to be feen ftately /ow 
irSy noble, porticoes, ample piazzas, and well-turned" 
pillars, without one handfome room, unlefs you will 
call the kitchens and cellers llich ; which parts of the 
houfe happen to be of very little or no ufc to the 
parjmonious founder ; a number of chambers, botf 
none convenient ; fine gardens without water ; the 
whole building raifed upon a fandy foundation ; 
every breath from court, every blaft pufiFed away 
fome grains of that huge fleeting hill, upon which 
this palace was erected. 

Here the goddefs kept her court, within an inner 
chamber, into which paflengers were conducted ^ 
flie was feated upQn a throne, raifed under a canopf 
within an alcove*, whoever gazed on her feldom 
beheld any thing with approbation but themfelvcs :■ 
her beauty was mixed with difdain, and well ex^ 
preffed her inward contempt for inferior objedls; 
ike never fitted ker eyes \x^^2Lxis,\«dfifs when by 
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interva-s they were caft upon a mirror fhe held in 
•her handy which reflcfted back her own charms, 
the only image wherein fhe took delight. 

My attention, as well as that of the whole aflcm- 
bly, was fuddenly taken off from the goddcfs, and 
transferred to a lady, who with precipitation broke 
through the croud, and made dircftly to the throne: 
although paft her meridian, her bloom was fuc- 
ceeded by fo graceful an air, that youth could 
fcarcc make her more defirable : her fair hair 
was tucked under a tiara of jewels, made in the 
faihion of a coroner. If her beauty prepoflcfled 
us to her advantage, wc were not lefs terrified in 
beholding the company (he was in : on one fide 
marched Envy, lafliing her with whips ?mdfnakes; 
.giving her to drink by intervals from a cup of wine 
mingled with gall and wormwood : her other fup- 
porter was Wradi, who continually tofTcd a flam- 
ing brand, dircfting her fight to a dagger which he 
.held ; his looks ghaflly, his limbs trembling, his 
•body half-expofedy the rcfl clothed with a robe 
flained with blood, and torn by his own fury, 
which was fo fierce he could not reilrain it fomc- 
•times from falling upon himfelf. His breath was 
.inceffantly applied to the lady's fpleen and brain, 
from whence violent agonies and raging frenzies 
fucceeded, as was evident by a to/s and motion as 
particular as wonderful. 

She was attired in a crimfon robe edged with er^ 
mine^ and buckled with diamonds ; her train borne 
by one who had formerly been m after of the cere- 
monies, and who, under the falfe title of good efta- 
blijbmenti had introduced her with applaufe into 
the world ; yet, having made the fortune of his 
votary, he was no longer iblicitous to preferve ap- 
pearances, but fubmitted to be called by his true 
name. Ingratitude. 

The goddefs not only vouchfafed l\ev ^ ^ttccacwis 
-look, but gave her hand to the lady ,.vf\\o \n?o& v\?c«\- 
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ed Fulvia ; after a tender embrace- fhe felted her 
bj herfclf on the throne ; called her conquerefs in 
right of her hulband ; daughter, favourite^ her 
reprefentative, her other felf ; bid her name her 
diftrttfsy and depend upon her for relief. 

Fulvia^ with fighs, told the goddefs, that from 
% profpeA of being the moft happy perfon, (he was 
become the moft miferable : The kurels daily fad- 
ing upon the brow of her abfent lord ; their parti- 
ians wholly removed from Auguftus^s favour; 
and, which was worfe, Agrippa, a per (on of fsital 
virtue, deftruftive to the ambition of her party, 
was trufted with the fole management of affairsi 
notwithftanding their mighty cabals and hourly in- 
trigues, to retrieve the power they had loft. A- 
grippa's reputation was mounted to fuch a pitch, 
that fhe could not behold and live ; thofe two tor- 
mentors. Wrath and Envy, giving her no remif- 
£km, until he were deftroyed. She therefore be- 
fought the go4defs, fince falfe reports, treacheiy, 
and afiaffinations had failed, that fhe would go 
herfelf, and take Avarice along with titles and 
wealth, to puff* up his foul, and deftroy his vir- 
tues, that he might fall, as herfelf and other fa- 
vourites had done, by the fin of pride, and the 
love of riches. 

To whom the goddefs replied : It is not the leaft 
of my troubles that I muft tell you, your requcft 
is vain : I have attempted enlarging our empire, by 
the acceffion of -fdi powerful a perfon as Aginppa; 
I applied the charms of wealth and luxury; I 
applied myfeif ; but he is more abftemious, more 
fedatc than before : I beheld the hateful goddefs of 
Virtue incircling him with her protefting wings ; I 
heard her tell him, fhe would dii-eft his fteps and 
never forfake him ; that the empire fhould flourifh 
at its greateft height under his adminiftration ; that 
Pride fhould be defeated, Avarice return baffled 
stnd aihamed ; his hoaxd^ uiNvoUblc : that the Mf^ 
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rigfatnefs of his manners, his extenfive foul and 
vaft capacity, fhould make his a name, which the 
race of favourites for time immemorial flioiild think 
It their glory to be called by : whereas hillory hi 
not hitherto delivered down one, but where the 
parallel would be in fomc parts an injullice to ins 
charafter ; as if unbounded power and folid vir- 
tue had been irrcconcilcable until met in Agrippa, 

But my beloved daughter, that vir uc we can- 
not corrupt, may yet be cclipfed ; we will caufc 
diftrufl and impatiency to enter into the minds of 
his party ; they fhall fear what they ought to rc- 
Tcrcnce : thofe prod'gious qualifications tbatldiiiin- 
guifh Agrippa, may be turned againft him ; whilil 
his very foes admire his abilities, we will make hlg 
friends mifcall his wifdom, cunning. Although he 
be inceflantly working for the good of the empire, 
they fhall be hoodwinked to thofe advantages. 
Neither new feas explored, nor counties difcovercd 
and fubdued ; the heavy debts of the empire dif- 
charged, credit reftored, peace brought home to 
tbcir dwelling ; trade fecure and llouriihing -, ihall 
overcome thofe fufpicions and bad impreflions we 
will make upon the people. Your fa^tiorjj vigilant 
and bold, fhall difperfe falfe reports; Anthony's 
zeal mufl languifh ; let him attempt no farther for 
the good of the empire, but his own : thofe two 
demons that haunt you Ihall be appeafed ; Revenge 
be fatiated ; ofJer upon his altars, and fupplicatc 
the goddefs of Difcord, that flie may difappear 
from* among youj and more effectually pofTefs your 
enemies. 
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No 50. Thiirfday, July 26, 1711. 

*^r// twf immeiifum fpatiis confecimus aquor^ 
Etjjtn tcmpus equm fumantia f&lvere colla^ 

NOW til at I have completed the number of my 
p«*per>, and, for the ipace of a yeai% done 
jny country what lay in the power of an honeft, 
lilthough concealed pen ; I fliall take my leave of 
the town, with particular tlianks for its favour ; 
and fome acknowledgment to the Medley ^ for fo 
conftant'y explaining what he thought my meaning 
in any dark alluiions or allegories ; and retire my- 
I'elf from the fatigue of politics and ftate-reflcftions, 
until fome more urgent occafion again call fordi 
-my endeavours. 

It is very difficult, in an interefted world, for any 
one to be thought free from thofe views that influ- 
ence other-s ; there are fo few perfcrtis content to 
facrifice their own good to that of the public, that 
I do not wonder to have a wrong intcrprepation 
put upon my labours ; and myfelf, although entire- 
Iv otherwife, accufed as directing them to fome 
mercenary end; and full of the defire of making 
my fortune, by application to the prevailing party: 
but let fuch who are my accufers remember, that 
this paper was begun while yet the late mimfirf. 
were at the helm, and nothing but their mifma- 
nagement to prognofticate tlieir lofs of power. 

To thofe who have complained, that niy writings^ 
were not always equal, the fpirit the fame, or the 
matter fo entertaining ; let fuch begin to 'X?onfidcr, 
niy bufinefs was to inftru^ ; I wouldnot defcendto 
divert : I was neither a Plautus, nor a Mpliere ; I 
did not fo much as pretend to it)//!, much lefs hif- 
foonery : I went not in purfuit of a laugh, but con- 
j^fincd jnyfeTf to oae fub'^t^Oi, and that a very ferious 
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one. How extreme difficult it is to fuccced often 
upon the like topic, I leave to the confideration o£ 
th!e Judicious ; who know how hard it ib to vary, 
the iiime difcourfc, and admit of frequent repeti- 
tion,, without being cloyed; with which I have no 
rcafon to tax my readers ; iince the printer telletk- 
me, the fale of my paper is not at all diminiflied ; 
or its reputation fallen ; which, I muft confefs,. 
were temptation enough for me to continue it, if I 
had mercenary views, or were not the end I pro- 
pofed already anfwered ; which maketh me chufe^ 
although perhaps not quite fo civilly, to rife my- 
felf, and leave my guefts with an ajwpetite for more, 
rather than ftay till they Ihould call to take away. 

And, notwithftanding the charge that, hadi fo- 
often been brought againft me,, with an intent to- 
wound great men through my fide ; of my being 
a contemptible hireling, and a little mercenary fel- 
low, without probity or principles ; one whofe ac- 
tions were direftcd by. others, from whence the 
machine talked and moved as condufted by higher 
hands : I folemnly declare, I am ftill as much un- 
known to the leaders of our own party as to the 
Qthcrs, and very likely to remain ro,,as long as I 
pleafe myfelf ; notwithftanding the \iiife remarks- 
of the OhJervaUr^ and the gucflcs maddby the ju- 
dicious MidUy, 

Among the many pretenders in this town, yoU' 
can hardly produce me one, who will not undertake 
to difcover and point out the difference of ftyle, 
and mannerof thinking, peculiar to the feveral. 
men of wit : this pamphlet is certainly from fuck. 
a hand ; they know his manner perfectly : that pa- 
per of verfcs is infiillibly of fuch a poet, no man . 
in England could write it but he ; and this fomc- 
limes even upon the firft efTay of an author. I, 
among the reft, ufed to determine formerly at the 
fame rate, but ftiall be more cautlows ?ov xXx^ ^- 
ture ; having fccn the world and Tn^^fc\^ S.o oSx^ 
0^2 ^ 
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and {o ifretchedly miftaken. How many fa^keps 
has tbb paper of mine been afcribed to! Among 
all ihc men of wit, who are in the intcreft of the 
prcfent minidry, I know not one who hath efcaped' 
ibme report or fufpicion cf being the author. Ihc 
Medley hath gueiSed round ; and from his fkill in 
that part of learning, called dog's logic^ thought he 
would infallibly hit upon it at lafl. Thus he hatk 
done what he would have us think is an injury 
to feveral innocent perfons ; and if the Examiner 
be a ftupid, falfe, and flanderous paper, as he 
weekly affirms ; I think he is bound in confcience 
and common juftice, to repair the injury he hath 
done to the reputation of ihofe worthy perfons he 
hath falfely intitled it to ; and who have never given 
him the leaft provocation for any fuch calumny. 

The judicious reader cannot but obferve hov 
weak that caufe mufi: be, which the joint endear 
vours of their party have not been able to defend, 
again ft an unknown perfon, who hadi had nothing 
but r.ahed t* nth to oppofc to whole armies of com- 
plicated fa! fehoods and malice : yet, fupported by. 
tlic goodnefs of the caufe, I have waded through 
feas of fcurrility, without being polluted by any of 
that filth they have incefTantly caft at mc. I have 
neither mlfrepreftntcd perfons nor things; nay, 
cut cf tcndcrncfs, have often forborn to Ihew their 
v;cakeft fide. I appeal to all impartial men, whe- 
ther time hath not difcovercd more abufes in the 
management of the late m'niftry, than the Exa* 
miner could expofe ? The facls are now foobvious 
and uncontroverted, that I prefume there is no 
need of a monitor to point out thofe things, to which 
every man is become capable of dircfting himfelf. 

Of all the doubtful fteps that I have taken in the 
conduct of this defign ; there is none for which I 
fo much blame myfelf, as firft defcendiug to takd. 
notice and talk to thofe wretched adverfaries that 
weekly fought ag^^\tv&. mc \ \\v«^.^^\i\x\cv^m^'- 
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fclf iij>on a k'vcl with fuch whofe dcfigns and mine 
■were entirely oppoiitc : I wtis fired by the love of 
niy country, an<l iliat noble nrdour which conduct- 
tih us throur;h a tlior.fand difTiouhics in the piirfuit 
of juflice : iiiy attempt was fo d'.fiover abides, theirs 
to conceal them ) 1 piirfuc'd triuh, they openly ad- 
hered to fcdlehood ; my pen was valued for its fin- 
cerity, theirs defpifed for dinngenuity ; and yet I 
was io weak to enter the lifts, merely to fatisfv 
thofe friends who bctimc uneafy at their not being 
opnofcd, andcoidd-not account for my ntgleft : 
a fault many have been guilty of^ in confidcration 
of others, although agunil a man's better fenfe and 
rcafoning ; as I could inft.mce in fevtral things, 
and particularly in one examj)]e out of P4ut«rcli ; 
if rke compnrifon may not be thouf,l>t too^great a 
prefumption : it is that of Poiiip.y »he Great, who 
ventured a battle with C:e('ir, whtn it was not his in- - 
tcrelt ; ** merely becaufc he was a man of that ho- 
** nour and and moddly, he could not bear a re- 
** proach ; neither would be diroblif^e li's friends ; 
'* but broke his own mcai'iires, and forfook hi* 
*' prudent refolutions, to foilow 'rlic^'r vain hoi>c 
** and 'defir-c;'* How much mol'^ comiTWnd. blc 
was'thc^corrftrrticy of Phocion, who, when the A* 
thenians urged him at an unfeafonable time to fal> ? 
upon the enemy, peremptorily refufed ; and being " 
xrpbraided by them with cowardice and puHllani- 
HiJty, told them, '* Gentlemen, v/e underirand one 
** another very well ; you cannot make n>c valiant . 
^* at this time, nor I you \vife !" 

But it is time to have done with fnich worthleft 
combatants : if I have not foiled them, I am cer* 
tain they have not hurt me, any oiherwife than 
in my own opinion, for attempting to engage them. 
t .iliall conclude with obferving the beauty of that 
profpeft which lieth before me, and for Vrhich I i 
congratulate with all mycountrymeij •, \1\g ?tc\\*^ 
rity to Q\xt religion ^nd happv cori{tAXLx!"uosk^. >ft.v^^^"^ 
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our moft piaus Queen, her excellent parliament, 
and iible miniftry ; which to fpeak of, one by one, 
would be a volume, not a fhcet, Methinks I be- 
hold the younger Cato in Mr. St. John * ; all that 
love for his country, that contempt of danger, and 
greatncfs of foul, of whom it wa$ faid, ** It was 
** not for honour, or riches, nor rafhly^ or by 
" chance, that he engaged himfelf in the affairs of 
** fta:e ; but he undertook the fervicc of the pnb- 
** lie, as the proper bufinefs of an honeft man j 
** and therefore he thought himfelf obliged to be 
** as diligent for the good of that, as a bee for the 
" prcfervatidn of her hive.** 

By our well-governed fti'ength at home, we arc 
now beginning to be truly formidable to our ene- 
mies abroad : France was never fo bufy in fearch- 
ing expedients that may incline towards a peace : 
they find it is become their intereft to be finccre ; 
nothing but the unexpected death of the Emperor, 
and that diftradled ftate of northern affairs, which 
at this, time threateneth a breach in the confedera- 
cy ; and the feeds of which mii'chief have been 
long fown, could prevent our finding the fpeedy 
cffe(!:l:s of it. All but thofe who are wilfully blind, 
and bigotted to a party, plainly fee the advantage 
of the change that hath been made ; although con- 
iidmng the circumftances of a tedious war, I am 
fo far willing to comply with fome gentlemen, as 
to admit there was a hazard in it, inafmuch as a 
'* civil war is worfe than any tyranny" : from 
whence I take leave to hope, we fliall not eafily re- 
peat the danger ; and fince all changes are not good, 
let us change no more. 

♦ Secretary of State, created Lord Vifcount Bolingbrokci 



*** The Examiners were written in defence of 
m^^^ J^^ adminiftration) and the particular revolu- 
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tions at court, which had introduced the Earl of 
Oxford,, and had displaced the Earl of Godolphia 
and his friends. 

Many of Swift's Examiners are pcrfonally aimed 
at the General [the Duke of Marlborough], In a 
free countly, the power of a general is always ta 
be feared. The greater his military capacity, op 
the more fuccefsful his arms, in the greater danger 
are the liberties of the people. On this maxim 
Swift proceeded : and while he was writing in dc* 
fence of the commonwealth,, he had an opportu- 
nity of giving a loofe to his own feverity ; of which 
the hotije of Pride^ and feveral other allegorical cf- 
fays, are very fpirited examples. 

But I am fettered in my animadvcrfion^ on thefe 
papers. The prefent times, and the honour which 
I bear to many noble families, defcended from per- 
fons mentioned in the Examiners^ make me willing 
to take as flight notice as poffible even of the wit- 
tieft paiGTages in thofe papers, becaufe many of thofe 
pafiages arife from perfonal rcfleftions, or party- 
iarcafmsc In general, the feveral points relating^ 
to the national debt, (alas ! how increafcd fincc the 
year 1710!), the too long continuance of the war, 
and other jpublic topics of complaint, are mclaiv 
choly tiHiths, juftly becoming the pen of a man who 
loves hift country. 

Within thefe laft forty years, the political trea* 
tifes have been fo numerous, fo various, fo locals 
and fo temporary, that each new pamphlet has fuc- 
c^eded its predeceflbr, like a youthful fon to an an- 
cient father, amidft a multiplicity of followers, ad* 
mirers, and dependents ; whilft the antiquated fire 
having ftrutud and foamed his hcur upon the Jiage is 
heard n$ more^ but lies filent, and almoft entirely for- 
gotten, except by a few friends and cotemporaries, 
who accidentally remember fome of his juft obfcrva- 
tions, or prophetical aphorifms, which they have liv- 
ed to fee accomplilhcd. Thus has \l i^oc^id, c<iww\tw 
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my time, with the Examikers^ the Freeholders ^ and the 
Graft/man,' And the fame fate will attend mod writ- 
ings of that fort ; which -being framed to ferve par- 
tScuiar views, fulfil the purport of their creatiooi 
and then perilh : while works of a more liberal and 
dilFulivc kind are acceptable to all perfons, and all 
times ; and may afTume to themfelves a certain prof- 
pc£l of farviving to the lateft pofterity. 

But when a young gentleman enters into the 
commerce of life, he will be obliged, in his own 
defence^ to look into every thing that has been 
written upon political fubjects. In England a man- 
can not keep up a converfation without being well' 
verfed in politics. In whatever other point of* 
learning he may be deficient, he certainly mufl not 
appear Ibperficial in ftate-affairs. He muft chufoi 
his pirty ; and he muft flick to the choice. Non 
rei/ocare grmlum, muft be his motto ; and Heaven 
forgive fiich an one, if the gradus now and then 
enforces him to acl againft felf-conviftion. 

If p.irty, and the confequences of it, had arifen 
to th.ir height- among the Romans and Grecians, as 
it has rifen of late years amonr^ the Englifh, their 
p»cts would probably have added htr to the tiiaree 
furies, and would have placed her in hell, as a fit 
companion for Tyfiphone, Megara, and Aledto; 
from whence, according to their defcription, fhe- 
miglit have made excurfions t\pon eanh, only with 
an intention to deftroy, confound,' miflead, and' 
dif'unite mankind; 

It is true, that all countries have their parties 
and their fadlions* But there is a certain contagi- 
ous diftemper of this, fo peculiar to the Britifh 
iflands, that, I believe, it is unknown to every o-' 
ther part of the world. It increafes our natural 
gloom, and it makes us fo averfe to each othefy. 
that it keeps men of the beft morals, and moil fe- 
cial inclinjitions, in one continual ftate of warfare 
M'i oppofition. Muft not x\y^ foutce of this ma- 
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lady arife rather from the heart, than from ihc 
head ? from the difterent operations of our pal^ 
fions, than of our reafon ? 

Furorne cacuSy an rapit vis acrior^ 
An culpa ? 

Swift, a man of violent paflions, was, in confe- 
queiice of thoFe paflions, violent in his party. But 
as his capacity and genius were fo extraordinary and 
extcnfive, ^even his party-writings carry with them 
dignity and inftruftion. And in that light one 
fhoiild read the Examiners^ where he will find a 
nervous ftyle, a clear diction, and great knowledge 
of the true landcft interelt of England. Orrery^ 

The houfe of Pride, in the Examiner, No 49, 
was not the production of Dr. Swift ; but was one 
of the vifions of Mrs. Manley, who wrote the Ata* 
lantis. Swift. 

The Lift fix Examiners were not wrote by Dr. 
Swift, as appears from the notes at No 13. But 
as they haci got a place in all former editions of tht 
Dean's works, Hawkefworth's excepted, we were 
advifcd to retain them in the prcfent edition. 
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Some Advice humbly offered to the Mem- 
bers of the October Club. 

In a Letter from a Perfon of Hononr. 

Written in the year 1711. 



The PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

ABOUT the year when her late Majcftyof bfe^ 
cd memory thought proper to change her mi? 
niftry, and brought in Mr, HaHey, Mr St.John> 
Sir himon Harcourt, and.fome others; the firftof 
thefe behig made an Earl and. Lord Trcaftirer, lie 
was foon after blamed by his friends for not mak- 
ing a general fweep of all the M^higSy as the latter 
did of their adverfiiries upon her M'ajcfty's dwri)>. 
when they came into power. At that time a great 
fmmher of parliament-men, amounting to above 
tvro hundred, grew fo warm upon the flownefs of 
the Treafurer in this part, that they formed them- 
felvcs into a body, under the name of the O^fobir 
C/ub, and had many meetings to conftih upon fome 
methods that might fpur on thofc in po¥F€r, fo that 
they might make a quicker difpatch in removing all 
of the IVhig leaven from the employments they ftill 
poflTefled. To prevent the ill confequences of this 
difcontent among fo many worthy members, the 
reft of the miniftry joined with the Treafurer, part- 
ly to pacify, and partly to divide, thofe who were 
in greater haftc than moderate men thought con- 
venient. It was well known, that the fuppofed au« 
thor met a confiderable number of this club in t 
public houfe, where he convinced them very pl^ 
o£ the Treafurer *s fincerity, with many of thoft 
reafons wli^cH 5ire uT^<^dm\!![ia l^Xl^ywm^ dif- 



The PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 191 

courfc, beiides foine others, which were not fo 
proper to appear at that time in print. 

The Trcafurer alledgecl in his defence, that fuch 
a treatment would not confift with prudence, bc- 
caufe there were many employments to be beflowed, 
which required flcill and praftice ; that fevcral 
gentlemen >yho, poflcfled them had been long ver- 
fed, veiy loyal to her Majefty, had never been vio» 
lent party men, and were ready to fall into all 
honeft mcafurcs for the fervice of their Queen 
and countiy. But however, as^ offices became va- 
cant, he would humbly recommend to her Ma- 
jefty fuch gentlemen, whofe principles with regard 
both to church and ftate his friends would ap- 
prove oi^ and he would be ready to accept their 
recommendations. Tlvus the Earl proceeded in 
procuring employments for thofe who dcfervcd 
theni1)y their honefty and abilities to execute them ; 
which I confefs to have been a fingularity not very 
likely to be imitated. However, the gentlemen of 
this club ftill trontinued uneafy that no quicker pro- 
grefs was made in removals, until thofe who were 
Icaft violent began to foften a little, or by dividing 
them the whole affair dropped. During thisdifficultv 
we have been aflured, that the following difcourfc' 
"was 'very fcafonably publrfhed with great fuccefs, 
ihewing the difficulties that the Earl of Oxford lay 
under, and his real deiire, that all perfons in em- 
ployment fliould be truly loyal churchmen, zealous 
tor. her. Majefty's honour and fafety, as well as for 
^e fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, if the 
Queen fliould happen to die without ifliie. This 
difcourie having been publiflied about the year. 
1711, and many of the tafts forgotten, would not 
-have been generally underftood without fome ex- 
-planation, which we have now endeavoured to give, 
"becaufe it fcems a point of hiftory too material to be 
•loft. We owe this piece of intelligence to an Itvd- 
xnatc of the fuppofed author. 
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1 

Some Advice humbly ofFercd to the Mem- 
bers of the OcTOBEH Club ♦. 



Gentlemen, 

SINCE the firft inftitntion of your fociety, I 
have always thought you capable of the grcat- 
cft things. Such a number of perfons, members 
of parliament, true lovers of our conftitution in 
church and ftate, meeting at certain tinies, and 
mixing bufincfs and converfation together, ^vithollt 

the 



• This pamphlet was written in the year 17x1, and is fo applica- 
ble to that particular lime that I /hall not make any animadvetfions 
upon it. From politital tra£ls, the true hiRory of F.ngland is to be 
deduced : and if foreigners were to enter into that branch of reading* 
they might frame a more diftindt notion of our legiQature, and of our 
manners, than from more laboured and connefted accounts of our 
conflijution. In fuch a view, 1 am apt to think, thfit, at firft Hgbt, 
they muf> behold us a difuniced, difcontented, and feemingly an ud« 
fteady people. But I am certain, that, upon a more exalted, or a 
more mi: u^e difquifuion, they mud find in us a fixed, and, I may 
fay, an innate love of liberty, variegited, and perhaps fometimes er- 
roneous in its progrcfs, but conftant and unwearied in thepurfuitof 
that glorious end. What people upon earth can dtlire a more cxiltcd, 
or a more diflinguifhed chara^lcr ? to fpeak in the dialt^t of tbe 
Heathen world, our errors are the errors of mtn, our principles ire 
the principles of gods. Orrery, 

Perhaps that clear, impartial account of the indigefted f hemes of 
the o^ober club, as it fell atridcntaliy from the pen of Dr. Swift, 
may throw fomc idditicnal light upon th* hiftory of that aera, which, 
it muft be corftf'ed, is very gnatly wanted; and at the fame WM 
be a caution to all worthy ajid lobar men, wl o prinlipaPy intend 
the good of their country, in all their reafonings and debates, no^ 
viale ~.tly to oppofc and dift nefs any minjftiy wh.lfoever, who d^fii"* 
to c^ with tim-er and 'moderation upon oonfVtutional principles* 
Hj." account of tni.m runs in thefe terms, *' We are plagued «ith 
41 sm O^ober club, that is, a ft^ o? ai\>QNt ^ivl^Mtidred parliament- 
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the fomis and conftraint neceflary to be obfervcd in 
public aflemblies, muft very much improve each o- 
thcr's underftanding, correft and fix your judgment, 
and prepare yourfelves againft any defigns of the 
oppoiite party. Upon the opening of this fcffion 
an incident hath happened, to provide againft the 
confequences whereof will require your utmoft vi- 
gilance and application. All this laft fummer the 
enemy was working under ground, and laying their 
train ; they gradually became more frequent and 
: bold in their pamphlets and papers, while tliofe on 
our fide were dropped, as if we had no farther oc- 
cafion for them. Some time before an opportu- 
nity fell into their hands, which they have cultivat- 
ed ever fince 5 and thereby have endeavoured in 
fome fort to turn thofc arts againft us, which had 
been fo effc^hially employed to their ruin : a plain 
demonftration of their fuperior Ikill at intrigue ; to 
make a ftratagem fuccted a fecond time, and this 
even againft thofe who tirft tried it upon them. I 
know not whether this opportunity I have mcn- 



** men of the coontry> who drink O^uhcr beer at home, and meet 
** every evening at a tavern ntar the parlinisnt, to confult aftairs, 
** and drive things on to extremes agiinft the \Vhigs; to call the 
** old ininiftry to account, and gtt oft" five or fix heads. The mini- 
*' i\ry fccm not to regird them ; yet one of them in confidence told 
*• me, thjl thric muft be fomcihing thought on to fettle ihinga 
** better. 1*11 tell you one great flate-fecrct. The Queen, fcnfiblc 
** how much (he was govemed by the late miniAry, runs a little 
*^ into thu other- extreme i and is jealous in that point even of thofe 
" who got her out of the other's hands. The mir.iftry i« for gentler 
*^ meafares, and the oh':r Tories for more violem. Lord Riven 
*' talking to me thp, other day, ctirXed the paper called the Examitter, 
*' for fueuking(iviily of the Duke of Marlbonugb. This I hap* 
** ]'ened to talk of to the fecretary, who blamed the warmth of 
'' that Lord and fome othery ; and fwurc that if their advice were 
** fpUowed> they would , be blown up in twenty-four hours. And I 
*' have reaibn to think, that they will endeavour to prevail on the 
*' Queen, tp put h^^f affairs more in the hands of a miniflry than ihe 
*' ddci at prefentt and there arc, I believe, two meir thought on | 
*' one of tbem you have often met the name of in m^ Uxxtxt^ 
Sw/^i letter to £uUf, Feb, i8. 17 lo. Swift. 

VoL.JIL R \Ma\v^^ 
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tloncd conid have been prevented ^sj ^PY ^^^ with*: 
out fhaining a vei^ Und^r poitii^ yrbick thofc ^hief-. 
ly concerned avoided by all.means,' becaufe it might 
I'cem a counterpart of wliat they had fo much con- 
demned in their predeceflbrs ^ . although it is cer- 
tain the two cafes were* widely^ different ; and 'if 
policy had once got the better of good nature, all 
had been fafe, for there was no other danger qn view: 
but the confequences of tbb were forefi^en from 
the beginning ; and thdfe who kept the watch had 
early warning of it, ^It would have beena mafter- 
piece of prudence in this cafe to have made vl friend 
of an enemy • fBut whether that were polHble to be 
compafledy or whether it were ever attempted, is 
now too late to enquire. All accomoda^n was 
rendered defperate by an unlucky proceeding fome 
months ago at Windfor, which was a declaration 
of war too frank and generous for that^iituation of 
affairs ; and I am told, was not approved by a cer- 
tain great minifter. It was obvious -to fuppofe, 
tliat, in a particular where the honour and intereft 
of a hit/band were fo clbfely united with ' thofe ' of 
a wife J he might be fure of her utmoft endea- 
vours for his proteAion, although' flie neither lov- 
ed nor efteemed him. The danger of loiing pow- 
er, favour, profit, and a flielter from domefiic ty- 
ranny^ were ftrong incitements to ftir up a work- 
ing brain, early praAifed in all the arts of intrigue* 
ing. Neither is it fafe to count upon the weak- 
nefs of any man's underftanding, who is thorough- 
ly pollefled with the fpirit of revenge to iharpen 
his invention : nothing elfe is required besides ob* 
fiquioufne/s and ajftduity ; which, as they are often 
the talents of thofe who have no better, fo they 
are apt to make imprefEons upon the beft zxkA great' 
eft minds. 

It was no finall advantage to the defigmng party, 

that, £ncc the adventure at Windfor, the perfm on 

ivJIfom wefo much depend ^^s^ \oti^*>feox\fj^Vcic& \ 
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^R^ikh faiodered him from purfuing thofe meaftircs 
that miniftersare in- prudence forced to take to dc- 
£eodthdrcotiBtry and themfelves againfl an irritated 
faAion^ The negotiators on the other iide improv- 
ed this favovcablc conjun^re to the utmofl ; and 
by an unparallell«d boldnefs^ accompanied with 
many falfehoods^ perfuaded certain h)rds, (whp 
were akeadj^.in the fame principle, but were afraid 
«£ making a wrong ftep, left it ihould liad them cut 
€f their coaches into the dirtjy that voting in appear- 
ance againft the court would be the fafcft courfe to 
avoid the danger they moft apprehended, which 
vn% that of loftng their penfions ; and their opK 
nionsy when produced, would by fecmingly con- 
fradi^ng their lAtereft have an appearance of vir- 
€»e into the bargain. This, with fome arguments 
of more immediate power, went far in producing 
that ftrange unexpe£led turn we have fo lately feen, 
and from which our adverfaries reckoned upon 
iiich wonderful eficds ; and fome of them, 
XKUticttlarlymy Lord Chief Juftice, began to a£t as 
if all were already in their power. 

Bift although the more immediate cattfes of 
this defertion were what I hjive above related, 

Jet I am apt to think, it would hardly have 
ieen attempted, or at leaft not fiicceedcd, but 
for a prevailing opinion, that the church- 
party and the minifters had different views, or at 
leaft were not fo firmly united as they ought 
to have been. It was commonly faid, and I fup^ 
pofe not without fome ground of truth, that many 
gentlemen of ycfur cliib were difcontented to find fo 
iitiUdane ; that they thought it looked as if people 
Were-ffo/ in enrncji\ that they expedled to fee a 
thorough change with rcfpeft to employments ; and 
although every m^n could not- be provided for; yet 
when all places were filled' with perfons of good 
principles, there would be fewer cotiv^\'aAti\.s ^.'cAu 
Icfs danger fi-oui the other party \ iWi t>!Cv:^ Olvwv^^ - 
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was hoped for all hft fummery and evea to the 
opening of the fefHon, yet nothing done. On the 
other hand, it was urged by fome in finvour of the 
ininiftry, that it was impoffible to find employments 
for one pretender in twenty ; and therefore in gra- 
tifying one nineteen would be difobliged; but» while 
all had leave to hope, they would all endeavour to 
deferve : but tliis again was efteemed a very fhal- 
low policy, which was too eaiily feen througbi 
muft foon come to an end, and would caufea ge- 
■ neral difcontent ; with twenty other objeAions to 
which it was liable : and indeed, confidering the 
ihort life of miniflers in our climate, it was with 
fome reafon thought a little hard, that thofe for 
whom any employment was intended, ihould by 
fucha delay be probably deprived of half their be- 
nefit; not to mention, that a miniftry is beft 
confii*med, when all in&rior officers are in its in* 
lereft. 

I have fet this caufe of complaint in the ftrong- 
cft light, although my defign is to endeavour that 
it Ihould have no manner of weight with you, as I 
am confident our adverfaries counted upon, and do 
ftill expert to find mighty advantages by it. 

But it is neceflaiy to fay fomething to this ob- 
j eft ion, which in all appearance liedi to hard upan 
the prefent miniftry. What flialll offer upon fo 
tender a point ? How fliall I convey an anfwer that 
none will apprehend, except thofe for whom I in- 
tend it ? I have often pitied the condition of great 
minifters upon fcverjil accounts ; but never fo 
much upon any, as when their duty obliges them 
to bear the blame and envy of artionsj for which 
they will not ht anfwerable in the next world, al- 
though they dare not convince the prefent, until it 
is too late. This letter is fent you, Gentlemen^ from 
no mean hand, nor from a perfon uninformed, 
aJrhough for the reft as little concerned in point of 
M^crcA for any change o£ mva^&rj^ ^ moft others 
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erf his fcllow-fiibjcfts; I may therefore afliitnc fo 
muth to myfelf. as to dcfirc you would depend up- 
on it, ihat a ihort time will make manifeft, how 
little the defed you complain of oucht to lie at that 
door, where your enemies -woukl be glad to fee you 
p}ace it« The -wifaft many who is not very near 
the fpring of afiuirs, but views them only in ihtir 
i^ues and events, will be apt to lix applaufcs and 
reproaches in the wrong place, which is the 
true caufe of a weaknefs that I never yet knew 
great minrftcrs without ; I mean their being deaf to 
all advice : for, if a perfon of the beft underlland- 
ing o^ers his opinion in a point, where he is nor. 
raafter of all the circumftances, (which perhap? 
arc not to be told), it is a hundred to one but hi; 
runs into an abfurdity ; from whence it is, th;:c 
minift^rs falfely conclude themfclves to be equally 
wifer dian others in general things, where the cotr: • 
men reafbn of mankind ought to be the judge, aiii 
is. probably lefs biafled than theirs. I have kiiowii 
a great man of excellent parts blindly purlue « 
pomt of no importance, again !l the advice of every 
friend he had, uutil it ended in his i-uin. I have 
feen great abilities rendered utterly ufelefs by un- 
accountable and unnece0ary delay« and by diiBBculty 
ofacccfs, by whidi a thoufand^ opportunities are 
fuffercd to efcape. I have obferved the ^rc?igfjl 
Jb-iulders to fink under too great a load of bufmels, 
for want of dividing a due proportioo/xamoog o- 
thers. Thefc, and more that might be named, arc 
olmous failings, which every rational man mjjy bo 
allowed to diicem, as well as lament : and whei-ein 
the wifeft minifter may receive advice from others of 
inferior undcrftanding. But in thofe anions where 
wc ai'C not thoroughly. informed of all the motives 
and circumftances, it is hardly poflible that our 
judgment fiiould notbe miftaken. I liavc often been 
one of the company, where we have all blam^ 
c J a meafurc taken, which hath aftcrw wtd^ ^v^^^*^ 

R 3 N^t; 
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the only one that could poffibly have fucceeded. 
Nay, I have known thofe very men wko have for- 
merly been in the fecret of affairs, when a new fct 
of people hath come in, offering their refinement* 
and conjeftures in a very plaufible manner upon 
what was pafling, and widely err in all they ad- 
vanced. 

Whatever occafions may have been given for 
complaints that enough hath not been done, thofe 
complaints fliould not be carried fo f^ir as to make 
Tis forget what hath been done, which at firft was a 
great cleal more than we hoped or thought prafli- 
cable ; and you may be aflured, that fo much cou- 
rage and addrefs were not employed in the begin- 
ning of fo great a work without a refolution of 
carrying it through, as faft as opportunities would 
offer. Any of the moft fanguine gentlemen in your 
club would gladly have compounded two years ago 
fb have been affured of feeing afiaiis in the prefent 
iituation : It is principally to the abilities of one 
great many that you, Gentlemen, owe the happineis 
of meeting together to cultivate good principles, 
and form yourfelves into a body for defending your 
country againft a rcftlefs and dangerous faction. 
It is to xh^fame we all owe that mighty change in 
the moft important ipofts of the kingdom ; that we 
fee the facred perfo4< of our prince encompaffed by 
thofe whom we ourfclves would have chofen, if it 
had been left to our power : and if every thing bc- 
/ides that you could wiih hatli not been hitherto 
done, Tou will be but jnft to impute it to fomc 
powernil although unknown imp^tments, whcreia 
die miniftry is more to be lamented than blamed. 
/But there is good reafon to hope from the vigorous 
proceedings of the court, that thefe impediments 
will in a fhort time effedhially be removed : and 
•nc jgreat motive to haften thfc' removal of tlicm 
will doubtlefs be the refleftion upon thofe danger- 
0US coofequfnccs, which l\^d like to baVe enftied 
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upon not removing them before. Befidcs, after fo 
plainand formidable a conviftion that mild and mo« 
derate methods meet vrith no other reception or 
return than to ferre as opportunities to the infati- 
ab!e malice of an enemy ; power will awake to vin- 
dicate itfclf, and difai^n its oppofcrs^ at leaft of all 
offepjive weapons, 

Confider, if you pleafe, how hard befct the prc- 
fent miniftry hath been on every fide ; by the im- 
poffibility of carrying on the war any longer with- 
out taking the moft defpcrate courles ; or of re- 
covering Spain from the houfc of Bourbon, al- 
though we could continue it many years longei* : 
by the clamours of a fa^ion againft any peace with- 
out that condition, which the moft knowing among 
themfelves allowed tobe impraflicablc ; by ihc fecret 
cabals of foreign minifters, who have endeavoured 
to inflame our people, and fpirit up a finking fac- 
tion to blaft all our endeavours for peace with 
thofe popular reproaches of France and the preten- 
der ; not to mention the danger they have been in 
from private injinuations offuch a nature as it was al- 
moft impoffiblc to fence againft. Thefe clouds now 
begin to blow over, and mofe who are at the helm 
will have leifure to look about them, and complete 
what yet remains to be done. 

That confederate body, which, now makes up 
the adverfe party, confiftcth of an union fo mon- 
ilrous and unnatural, that in a little time it muft 
of neceffity fall to pieces. The Dijfenterx with rea- 
Ibn think themfelves betrayed and fold by their bre* 
thren. What they have been told, that the prcfcnt 
bill againft occafional conformity was to prevent a 
greater evil, is an cx'cufe too grofs to pals ; and if 
any other profound refinement were meant it is 
now come to nothing. The remaining feAions of 
the party have no other tie but that of an inveterate 
hatred and rancour againft thofe in power, without 
agreeing in any other common imcreft^uQt ct.tSkSXiVr 
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ed by principle or pcribnal friendfhip : I fpeak 
particularly of their leaders ; and although I knuw- 
that court-enmities are as inconftant as its fricnd- 
fhips ; yet from the difference of tempers and prin- 
ciple, as well as the fears* remaining of former ani^ 
molities, I am p.erfuaded their league will not be of 
long continuance : I know feveral of them,,wha 
wWl never pardon thofe- with whom they arc now 
in confederacy ; and when once they lee the pre* 
lent miniftry thoroughly fixed, diey will grow 
wcaiy o£ hunt tng upon a cold /cent y or playing ^def*. 
pera*e game, and crumble away. 

On ilic other fide, while the malice of tiiit: party. 
continues in vigour, while they yet feel the bruifcs 
of their fall, which pain^them afrefliilnce their late 
c [appointment^ they, will leave no arts untried to re-^ 
cover thcmfelves ; and it behoves all who have any. 
regard for the fafety of the Queen or her kingdom, 
to join imanimoufly againft ^n adverfiuyi who will 
return full fraught with vengeance upon tlxe- firft 
opportunity that fliall offer*: and ' tliis . perhaps is 
more to be regai'dcd, becaufe that party feem yet 
to have a referve of hope in tht fame quarter frum 
whence their lajl reitif or cement came. Neither can 
any thing cultivate this hope of theirs- fo much as a 
dilagreement among ourfelves founded . upon 
a jealoufy of the miniftiy, who I think need 
no better a teftimony of theu' good intentions, 
than the inceffant rage of the party-leaders againft 
them. 

There is one fault which both fides are apt to 
charge upon themfelves, and very generoufly com- 
mend their adverfarics for the contrary virtue^ The 
Tories acknowledge, that the Whigs out-did them in 
rewarding their friends, and adhering to each other: 
the JVhigs allow the fame to the Tories. I am apt to 
think, that the former may a little excel the latter 
in this . point j for, doubtlels, the Tories arc left 

vindiftivc 
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viadi£tive of the two ; and whoever is remifs in 
punijbing^ will probably be fo in rewarding ; al- 
though at the fame time I well remember the cla- 
mours often raifed during the reign of that party 
againil the leaders, by thofc who thought their me- 
rits were not rewarded ; and they had reafon on 
their fide» becaufe it is no doubt a misfortune to 
forfeit honour and confcience for nothing; but 
furely the cafe is very diiierent at this time, when 
whoever adheres to the adminiftrationi doth fervice 
to God, bis prince, and his country, as weH as 
contributes to hi» own private intereft and fafety. 

But,, if the IVbtg leaders were more gratefiil in 
rewarding their friends, it muft be avowed like - 
wife, that the bulk of them was in general more 
zealous for the fervice of their party, even when 
abftra£led from any private advantage, as might be 
obferved in a thousand inftances ; for which I would 
likewise commend them, if it were not natural for 
mankind to be more violent in an ill caufi than a 
good' one. 

The perpetual difcord of faAions, with feveral 
changes of late years in the very nature of our 
government, have controlled many maxims among 
us. The court and country party^ which ufed to be 
the old divifibo, fecms now to be ceafed, or fuf- 
pended for better tm\es and worfe princes. The 
Queen and miniftry are at this time fully in the true 
intereft of the kingdom j and therefore the court 
and country are of a fide ; and the lyhigSy who ori- 
ginally were of the latter, are now of neither, but 
an independent fa&ion, nurfcd by the neceffities or 
miftakes of a late good^ although unexperienced 
prince. Court and country ought therefore to join 
their forces againft thefe common enemies, until 
rhey are intirely difperfed and difabled? It is e- 
noiigh tQ arm ounelves againft them, when we 
coniider that the greateft misfortunes wh\c\\ c^tv\ie.- 
fal the nation, are whit would luofl: a.Tit«« Oo£v& 
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iatereft Mid their wHhes ; a perpetual war increaies 
thetr money, breaks aod beggars their landed itiC' 
mus. The ruin of the church will pleafe the Dif" 
Jenfers, Deifts^ and S$ciniam, whereof the body of 
their party confifts. A commonvjealtby or a pro' 
ti^or^ would gratify the reptM'can principles of 
fome^ and the ambition of others amotig them. 

I would infer from hence, that no difcontents of 
an inferior nature^ fuch, I mean, as I have already 
mentioned, ihould be carried fo far as to give any 
ill impruffion of the prefent miniftry.v If all things 
have not been hitherto done as^ you, Gentltmen^ 
could reafouably wifh, it can be imputed only to 
the fecret infirurrunts of that faOiDn. The trutk 
of diis hath appeared from £bme late incidentSi 
more vifibly than formerly, (IFcither do I believe 
that any one will now malce a- doubt| whether a 
certain perfan be in eamefty after the united and a- 
vowed endeavours of a whole party to ibrike dk^- 
ly at his head. 

When it happens, by feme private crofs intrigue^ 
that a great man hath not the power which is thought 
due to his ftation^ hciwll' however probably defirc 
the reputation of it, without which he neither can 
preferve the dignitjr, nor hardly go through the 
common bufinenoF his^ilace ; yet is it that repots- 
tion to which he owes all the envy and hatred of 
others, as well as his own difquiets. Mean dme 
his expecting fi4ends impute all their difappoint- 
ments to fome deep deiign, or to his defeft of good- 
will ; and his enemies are fure to cry up his excefs 
of power, efpecially in thofe points whore they 
are confident it is mofl' fborcened^- 'A minificr 
m this diffidult cafe is fomedmes forced to pre- 
ferve his credit- by forbearing^- what is in his 
power, forfearofdilcovcring hf)W' far the liiniti 
extend of what is not\ or perhaps for fear of 
ihcwing an inclination contrary to that of his ma- 
Her, Yet all this -^vbilc hse \i^ ^wvi^it vVia tcoroach 
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of delny^ iipJIeadiwfSf or ivant of Jincerity. So 
that there are many inconveniencies and dangers 
either in difcovering or concealing the want o£ 
'power. Neitlier is it hard to conceive, that mini* 
fters may happen to fiifter for thc^^wx rf tkeir pre- 
deceffor^ who, by their great abufes and monopo- 
liesr of power and favour, have taught princes to 
be more thrifty for the future in the diftribution of 
ibotrh. And^ as in common life, whoever hatK 
been long confined is very fond of his liberty, and 
will not eafily endure the very appearance of re- 
ftraint, even from thofe who have been the inftru- 
ments of fetting him free ; fo it is with the reco- 
verv of power, which is ufually attended with an 
undiftinguifhed jealoufy, left it fhould be again in- 
vadcd. In fuch a junfture I cannot difcover, why 
a wife and honeft man fhould venture to place him- 
ielf at the head of afi^irs upon any other regard 
than the fafety of his country, and the advice of 
Socrates, to prevent an ill man fromctftning in. 

Upon the ^wiiole, I do not fee any one ground -of 
{ufpickm OP diilike, to which you, Gentlemen^ or 
others, who wifh well to their country, may have 
entertained about pcrfons or proceedings, but what 
may -probably be mtfapprehended even by thofe 
wlto think they have -the bcft information. Nay, I 
will Teniure to go one ftep farther, by adding, that 
although it may not be prudent to ipeak out upon 
this OGcaflon ; yet whoever will reaion impartially 
upon the whole ftate of afiairs, muft entirely ac- 
quit the miniftry of that delay and neutrality, which 
have been laid to their charge. Or fuppole fomc 
fmall part of this accufation were true) which I pofi- 
tively know to be otherwife, whereof the world will 
foon be convinced), yet the confequences of any 
refentment at this time muft citlicr be none at all, 
or the moft fatal tliat can be imagined ; for if the 
prefent miniftry be made fo uncafy, xTx^x. ?i Otvav-w^^ 
He thought neccSary, things wiW icvuxtv ol co\v«^^ 
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into the old hands of thofe whofe little fingers wiU 
be found heavier than their predeceffors loins. The 
Whig faEiion is fo dexterous at corrupting, and the 
people fo fufccptible of it, that you cannot be ig- 
norant how eafy it will be after fuch a turn of af» 
fairs, upon a new election, to procure a majority 
againft you. They will relume their power with a 
fpirit like that of Marius or Sylla, or the laft tri- 
luuvirate : and thofe minifters who have been moft 
cenfurcd for too much hefitation, will fall die 
firft facrificcs to their vengeance : but thefe are the 
imiillcll. mirdiicfs to be apprehended fW>m fuch re- 
turning exiles. What fecurity can a prince hope 
for his pcrfon, or his crown, or cv«n for the mo- 
narchy itftlf? He muft expeft to fee his bcft 
friends brought to the fcafFold for aferting bis 
rights ; to fee his prerogative trampled on, and his 
treafure applied to feed the avarice of thefe who 
viake ihjinfelves his keepers ; to hear himfclf treated 
with infalence and contempt ; to have his family 
purged at pieafure by their humour aild malice ; and 
to retail! even the name and fhadow of sl king no 
longer than his epHori fhall think fit, . 

Thefe are the inevitable confequences of fuch a 
change of aftairs, as that invenomed party is now 
projefting ; which will beft be prevented . by your 
firmly adhering to the prefent miniffcry, until this 
dome/lie enemy is out of all poffibility of making 
head anv more. 
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A Proposal for the univerfal ufe of Irish 
Manufacture, in cJoatbs and furniture 
4f beufiSj &c. utterly rcjefting and renoun- 
cing every thing ivearaile that comes from 
£noland*. 

Wrktcn In ilic year 1720. 

TT 18 the peculiar felicity and prudence of the pco- 
'*' pie in this kingdom, that whatever commodities 
or produAions lie under the greateft difcourage- 
ments from England, thofe arc wluit they are fure 

to 

* Upon Dr. .Swifc*8 arrival in Ireland, that fpirit which had been 
lAifed againd him by the Whiei in England, infatuated likewife the 
1^ hole populace df Dublin* inJomuch that when he walked through 
the town, he was frequently pointed at and abufed by Several of tho 
meaner ihopleerperf, mechanic i^ tnd other bafe fcUowi without nam< 
or occupation. Thefc abominable wretches, like their brethren the 
yahooi, would' often fcrapc the kenneU with their nafly claws, to 
throw dirt and filth at him as he paffeJ through the city ; ail which 
he bore for two or three years, until the brutes became tired of their 
icurrili'y, not Co much with a refigncd philofopbical patience, as in- 
deed with that fupeiior contempt for all unworthy demeanor, which 
is only to be conceived by the mod improved and exalted minds. But 
thefe animofities having fublidcd for two or three yeais, inilead of re- 
joicing over the miferies of that peo^ le which had without caule borne 
a tyrannous iiate againft him, he began to look down with pity oi^ 
their di/lreded condition t he regretted the calamities of his country 
and the abfurdity of their politics ; be deplored their want of com- 
merce, and lamented til their grievances. At lad, in 1720, he re- 
folved, as far as lay in his power, to corrt& the eiiors and the blun- 
ders of his deluded countrymen j and with that view he writ Hiort 
and lively pro^fah fir tbt unlwr/al vfe cf trip manufaffure, Sec, j on 
account of which a profccution was fet on foot againil Wateis the 
printer of that pamphlet, which was carried on with fo much vio- 
lence, that one William Whitflied, then Chief j[uft\cet \\\q\x^\y^v 
per, in a manner the mofi extraordinary, to kee^ \Vie \>olx'^ Oi^'^itx^ 
hottrg, tnd to fcad tbfm luk nine timci out of cov^W u^\\\ ^^ ^"^^ 
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to be inoft induftrious in cultivating and fpreading. 
ytgriadturcj which hath been the principle care of 
all wile nations, and for tlic encouragement where- 
of there are fo many ftatiitc-law$ in Eagland, we 
countenance fo well, that the landlords are every 
^vliere by penal claiijcs abfolutcly prohibiting their 

tenants 



wearied them into a fpecltl vcrdjcl. But Wbitflie^,-a man of low 
b'.rth and narrow edu.aiion, whore whole pittance of learning was 
confined wlthii the magic circle of the laws, the dodtrine of prece- 
dents an J prad\icj of ihc courts, was by no means aware by what 
unmerciful ih-ok^s a patriot and genius like Dr.'Swii^ could avenge 
vpon him the ca-Jc both of himi'clf and country. • Whitihcd, arm^ 
vviih power, and furc to be fupported, in ihe virulent days of party, 
againli all thofe who adhered to thcit Tory principles^ firft gave tiM 
nlarm to battle by an attack upon Waters the printer. *'Svkift, armed 
with genius, and fired with a zcjlfor liberty ^atod public intereft; flew 
directly to the charge. But finding- he bad to deal'Witb anr^verfaiy 
unequal to the combat, he contented bimfelf for the prefent with 
giving him three or four kihes, and making him thoroughly cbn« 
Temytiblc in the eyes of the world. But foon after Switt had further 
vccifioii for ex'^rting all his powers againfltbe unfortunate Whitfhe^ 

This treatife fprcad very faft, upon which a perfon in great office 
fenl in hafte for the Chief Juftice, (Whitfhed), and informed him of 
a fcditious, fa^ious, and virulent pamphlet lately publiihed, with a 
^efign of fetting the tv;o kingdoms at variance, dii edging at the fame 
time, that ihe printer fhould be profecuied with the tftmofl rigonr.— 
The Chief Jujilct had fo quick an undex^anding, that be ret'olvcd if 
poflible to outdo liis ordeiS.— The printer was feizedi and forced to 
give great bail : — the jury brouglu him in not guilty, although they 
liad been culled with the iltmoft induftry : the Chief JvftUe fent thttn 
back nine times, and ktpt them eleven hours, until being tired out 
they were forced to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge by 
what they call a [pecial 'oerdiB, During the trial the Chief juJUctt 
among otiier fingularities, 4aid his hand on hid bread, and protefled 
folcmnly, that the autbor^s defign was to bring in the pretender : but 
the caufe being fo very odious and unpopular, the trial of the verdift 
was deferred from one term to another, until upon (the . D. of 
0--ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant*s arrival, hi^ Grace, after mature advice 
and permiiHon from England, was pleafed to ^nt a Ae/i frojefai. 
See Swift*s letter to Pope, of Jan, lo. 1721. 

This piece firfl turned the tide of popularity in the autbor'i 
fiivour. 

Wh^rt the' author had finifhed Galliver^s travels^ he found as O" 

Jiening to indulge his love of politics, and to commence a patriot for 
rehnd : and he made ufe of the opportunity, by increaCng the na- 
r je« Jouiy which the lefiei \Claiid couSUxixV) UiXjunuia^C ^ ^fcater. 
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Icnantsiromplouglimg *y not iUtisficd to confine, 
them "within certain liminitions, as is the practice 
of the Englifh ; one effect of which is alrciiciy ftcii 
ia the prodigious deainefs of corn, and the iinpof- 
tation of it from I^ndon, as the cheaper market. 
And becaufe people are the riches of a country, and 
diat ovLT .neighbours have done, and are duin^r, ail 
that in them lies to make our wool a drug to us, 
and a monopoly to them ; therefore the politic gen- 
tkmen of Ireland have depopulated vaft tra£b of 
the beft land, for the feeding of fheep« 

I could fill a volume, as large as the hijlory of the 
mfe men of Gotham^ with a catalogue only of Ionic 
Vfonderjul laws and cuftoms we have obferved with- 
in thirty years paft. It is true indeed, our benefi- 
cial traffic of wool with France hath been our only 
fbpport for feveral years part, fumiiliing us widi 
all the little money we have to pay our rents, and 
go to market. But our merchants afiurc mr, 
** this trade hatli received a great damp by the prc- 
'^ fent fluAuating condition of the coin in France: 
" that moft of dieir wine is paid for in fpccie, 
** without carrying thither any commodity from 
" hence." 

However, Cncc we are fo univerfally bent upon 
enlarging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, 
what wc fliall do with our wool, in cafe Barn- 

Htf freaiir:, or propofdl, immedia*cly ralfed a very violent fiamc. 
The pnoter w<8 prolecuted ; and the profecution had the fame eff< tt 
which generally attends thufukind of meafures j it add -d fewel to the 
flame. But his greatefV enemies muf! confefs, that the pamphlet is 
wriiten in the flyle of a man> who had the good of bis country oearr 
ell bis heart; who faw her errors, and wiftied to coredl them i who 
felt her oppreilions, and wiihei to relieve them ; and who had a defire 
to roafe and awaken an indolent nation from aiethargic difpcfidony 
that might prove fatal to her conHitution. Orrery, -.— - Sec An or- 
ctffent new ft ng en afeditioNi pampbltt, 

* It was the praiflice of Iriin farmers to wear out their ground wifh 
pIoMgbingf neither manuring nor ictltng it lie t'aUow j and when the^r 
Jeafes were nrar expired, they ploughad even the meadows, a:ii maJc 
ftich havocky thrt the landlords, by their zeal to ^:i\tT\X.\\, v^ticVt - 
tta)ed into this p ern/c/ons meafure. 

S 2 ^A^ 
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ftaple * fhould be overftocked, and our Frencb 
commerce fhould fail. 

I could wi£h the parliament had thought fit tx> 
have fufpended their regulation of churcthmztxtrSf 
and enl^gements of the prerogathxif until amoxc 
convenient time, becaufe they did not sipftxr very 
preffing, at leaft to the perfcHis principatty umamiiv 
and, inftead of thefe great refinements in' p^Stias 
and divinity^ had amufed themfelves and their con»- 
xnittees a little with xhzjlate ^the nation » For ex- 
ample : What if the houfe of Commons had though 
fit to make a refolutiony nemine cantradtcente, agabfl 
wearing any cloth or fluff in their famines, which 
were not of the growth and manu£%Aure of JtUs 
kingdom ? What if they had extended it fo far as 
utterly to exclude all illks, velvets^ callicoes, and 
the whole lexicon of female fopperies ; and declar- 
edf that whoever ad^ed otherwife, flioukL be deem- 
ed and reputed an enemy to the nation ? What if 
they had fent up fuch a refolution to be agreed to by 
the hoiife of l-iords ; imd by their own practice and 
encouragement fpread the execution of it in their 
feveral counties ? What if we fhould agree to make 
burying in ivoollen afajbion^ as our neighbours have 
made it a laiu ? What if the ladies fhould be con- 
tent with Irifh fhiffs for the furniture of their houfes, 
for gowns aiid petticoats for themfelves and their 
daughters? Upon the whole, and to crown all the 
reft, let a firm refohuion be taken hjjnaie tadfr- 
malcy never to^appear with one fjngle^ltr^^/^atxomcs 
from England ; and let nil the people fay y Ambk, 

I hope, and believe, nothing could pleafe his 
Majefly better than to hear, that his loyal fubjefts 
of both fcxes in this kingdom f celebrated his birth- 

* A fea-port in DevonO.Ir?; at that time .the principal matlLCt io 
England for IriA wool. 

f Her Grace the Dutchcfs of Dorfet, the LorcJ Lieut«)ant*s ladjr, 
is fa'.d to have appeared at the cafle in Dublin wholly clad iki^thema- 
Au/adture of IxcIaDd on his M^^ciV^'s VvcvWU^ MSI- ■ -^ 
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dtyy (now approaching), univerfnUy clad in their 
own manufaifture. Is there virtue enough left in 
this deluded people to fave them from the brink of 
rain ? If the men's- opinions may be taken, the la- 
dies will look as handfome in ftufis as in brocades ; 
and, fiaeeaU wiii be equal, there may be room e- 
DOUgh to employ their wit and fancy in chuiing 
and matching patterns and colours. I heard the 
hue Archbiffaop of Tuam mention a pleafant ob- 
finrvation of fome body's ; ^* that Ireland would 
^*- never be happy until a law were made for burn- 
U iBg every thing that came from England, except 
<' their people and their co^ls." I muft confcfV, 
that as to the former, I fhould not be forry if they 
would ftay at home ; and for the latter, 1 hope, *h 
ft'little time we fliall have no occafion for ther*. 

Nim tanti mitra efty non tantijitdicis ojlrum, 

but I ihould rejoice to fee a Jiay-lace from Knf'Jand 
be thorxght/canda/ous^ and become a topic for r^;?- 
fiire at vifits and teu'tables. 

If the unthinking ikopkeepcr<: in this town had 
not been utterly dcftimte of common fcnfc, x'nzf 
would have mad« fome propofal to the parliamenyi 
with a pstition to the purpofe I' have mentioned ^ 
promiiing to improve the " cloths and fhifis of the 
.** nation into all pofCble degrees of fincnofs and 
'* colours, and engaging not to pLiy the knave, ac- 
«• cording to their cuftom, by exa^ing and impof- 
'• ing upon the nobility and gentry either as to the 
" prices or the goodnefs." For I remember, in 
London^ upon a general mourning, the rajcaliy mcr- 
ters and wooUndrapers would in four and twenty 
hours raife their cloths and filks to above a double 
price ; . and if the mourning continued long, then 
come whining with petitions to the court,, *^ that 
*• they were ready to ftarvcj and iKdi tv'w:V\^'5» X**^ - 
^* upoDthwrluUicfs." ^ 

S3 
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I could wifh, our fhopkeepers would immediAte- 
ly think on this fropofal^ addreffing it to all per- 
fons of quality and others ; but firft be fure to 
get Tome body who can write fenfe.to put it into 
form. 

I think it needlefs to exhort the clergy to follow 
this good example ; becaufe " in a little time thofe 
'^ among them who are fo unfortunate to have had 
'* their birth and education in this country, will 
*' think themfelves abundantly happy when they 
^* can afford Irilh crape and an Athlone hat;" and 
as to the others, I Jball not prefiime to direA thein« 
I have indeed fecn the prefent Anchbifhop • of 
Dublin * clad from head to foot in our own manu* 
fafture ; and yet under the rofe be it fpoken, ** hi« 
*' Grace deferveth as good a gQwn, as if he had 
•* not been born among us." 

I have not courage enough to ofier one fyllable 
on this fubjecl to their Honours of the army : nei- 
ther have I fufficitntly confidered the great import- 
ance of fear let atul gold lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachnc and Pallas is to 
this purpofe. The ^oddefs had heard of one A- 
rachne, a young virgin, very famous for /pinning 
and weaving : they both met upon a trial of ikill ; 
and Pallas finding herfelf almoft squalled in her 
own art, ftung with rage and envy, knocked her 
rival down^ and turned her into a fpider ; injoin* 
ing her to fpin and iveavfi for ever out of her own 
bqwelsy and in a very narrow compafs. I confefs, 
that from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and 
could never heartily 'love the goddefs on account 
of '^ fo cruel and unjuft a fentence ;" 'which how- 
ever IS fully executed upon us by England with fur- 
ther additions of rigour 2LndJeverityj for the great- 
eft part of our bowels and vitals is extracted with- 



• Dr. K\n»» ^ . . v ■ 
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»m allowing iis f the liberty of /pining and weaving 
them.' 

The fcripfiM telb us, that " oppreffion makcth 
" a wife man mad ;" dxcreforc, confequently fpcak- 
bg» the rcafon why feme mch are not mady is be- 
eanfe they are not mfe\ however, it were to be 
wilhed, that oppreffion would in time teach a little 
wi/dom to fo^ls, 

• I was much delighted with a perfbn, who hath a 
great. eiVate in this kinc^dom, upon his complaints 
to mt, <* -ht)W grievoufly poor Evgland fuflers by 
" impoihions from Ireland : that we convey our 
^' own wobl to France in fpite of all the harpies at 
" die cuftomhoufe : that Mr. Shuttleivorth, and 
** others on the Chefhire coafts, arc fuch fools to 
" fell us their Ifark at a good price for tanning our 
** own hides into leather : with other enormities of 
" the like weight and kind." To which I will ven- 
ture to add more : ** That the mayoralty of this 
" city is always executed by an inhabitant, and of- 
" ten by a native, which might as well be done by 
" a deputy with a moderate falaiy, whereby poor 
** England lofeth at lead one thouiand polinds a- 
** year upon the balance : that the ^flv^r»/«^ of this 
**. kingdom cofts the Lord Lieutenant three thou- 
•' fand fix hundred pounds a-year ; fo much net 
•« lofs to poor England: that the people of Ireland 
*' prefume to dig for coals in their own grounds ; 
*« and the farmers in the county of Wicklow fend 
'* their turf to the very market of Dublin, to the 
" great difcouragement of the coal-trade of Mof- 
^* tyn and Whitehaven • : that the revenues of the 

^ lathe rpring 1751, the pailiamcnt of England pafTedan aA for 
pennktiBg the exportation of wcol, tnd woolirn or buy yam, from 
any port in Ireland to any port in England ; whkb was before prohl. 
bired. And 

la the winter I753> tbc IriO parliament prohibited the -Ri9ort>tloa 
of gp\d and filver lace, except yf the manufacture tf "Etv^iit.^, 

• McAvo ia FlluUhifC uad WMtchavtn ia CumV«i\Mi^. ^ 
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" ppfi'^ffici here, fcV righteoufly belongihg to th« 
" Englifh treafuiy, as arifing chiefly from our own 
^* commerce with each other, ihoidd be. remitted 
" to London, clogged ^witb'drat- grievous burthen 
^* of exchange ; and the penfions p^d out of the 
**' Irifli revenucs^to EngBJb^favouritts Ihouid lie uff- 
'' der the fame difadvantagc, . to the great lofi of 
*' the grantees. When a divine is fent over to a 
'' bijbopric here, "with the hop^ (^ five and twenty 
<' hundred pounds a-year ; and upon hb arival Ya 
^* finds, alas I a dreadful difcount of ten or twelve 
.^ per cent. Tijudge^ or z <ommifioner of the revenue 
'^ has the fame caufe of complaint. LaJHy^ The 
<' ballad upon Cotter is vehemently fufpeAed to be 
'' Irifli manufa£hire ; and yet is allowed to be fong . 
** in our open ftreets, under the very :nofe of the gt^ 
** vertrmcnt^^- 

. Thefe are ayjpiw , among the many hardfliips we 
put upon that poor kingdom of England: for which' 
I am confident, every, honeji man wiiheth a remedy*. 
ajid I hear, there is a projefton foci for tranfport* 
ing our beft wheaten >?r^2 w by lea and land^arriage 
to Dunftable ; and obliging us by a law to take off 
yearly fo many /u/i of Jiraiviats for the ufe of our 
women ; which will be a great encouragement to die 
manufaAure of that induftrioustdwn. . 

I would be glad -to learn among die divines, whe» 
ther a law to bind men wthout their own confent be 
obligatory in foro confcientia ; becaufe I find; 
Scripture, Saunderfon, and Suarez, are wholly An- 
ient on the matter. The oracle of reafan, the grest 
daw (f nature^ and general opinion of civiUans, 
wherever they treat of limited governments^ are in- 
deed decifive enough. 

It is wonderful to obferve the bias among our 

people in favour of things^ perfons^ 2nA wares ol 

all kinds, that come from England. The printer 

tells his hawkers^ that he has got an excellent new 

/ong Juft . brought from . laOudo\i.. \ Aivi^ fomewhat 
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fif a tendency that way myfUf ; and upon'hearing 
a coxcomb from thence difplaying himfelf with -great 
vohibility. upon the park^^ the playhoufe^ the opera, 
the framing ordimriesr it wa» apt to beget in me a 
kind of venerxticui> for hispartsandaecomplifli- 
aients. . It is not many yeavs fince I remember a 
ferfon, who by his ftile and literature ieems to have 
Deen the eonfre&op of a hedge-prefs in fome Uind^ 
mliiy abcnit Little Britain, proceed ^rn/A/^s/^ to be 
an auiior, at leaft a * tranjlaior of a lower rate, al- 
thouglvfome'what of a> larger bulk, than any that 
VKmjkmnffl)€% in Grubftveet ; and upon the ftrength 
of diis ioundadon come oiyer here, ered him^lf 
«d into an orator andpoliticiany and lead a iingdSm 
^tter him. * This I am told, was the very motive 
that prevailed on the f author of a play called. Love 
in a hollow tree, to do us the honour of a vifit ; pre- 
filming, with very good reafon, that he was a 
wrUer of a fuperior clafs^. I know another^ who for 
tfcnty jears paft hath been the common fiandardof 
fiupity in England, where he was never heard a 
minute in any affembfyy or by any party, with com- 
mon -Chriftian treatment ; yet, upon his ajrrival hi- 
Aer, could put on a face of importance and autho- 
rity^ talk more than fix, without either graceful' 
n^s, propriety y or meaning ; and at* the fame time 
be admired and followed as the pattern of eloquence 
vai^ivifdom. 

Nothing hath humbled me ib much, or fhewn a 
greatx^ difpofition to 2: contemptuous treatment of 
Ireland in fome chief governors, than that high 
ftile of feveral fpeecbes from the throne ^ delivered 
as ufual after the royal affent in fome periods of the 
two la ft reigns. Such exaggerations of the prodr- 
gious condefcenfwm in the prince to pafs* thojegcod 

. * Suppofed to be Cs(ar*s Commentarks, Mediated t» the Dbke^ 
•f M a rl borough, by Col . Bl aden • 
"t* 'L9rd Grimilon, 
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inut, would have but an odd found at Wcftmin* 
fter; neither do I af^Mcchend^.how any good ktv 
can pafs, wherein the King's iatereft is not as much 
concerned as that of \hc pecpk. I remember, after 
aipeech on the like occafion, delivered by my Lord 
Wharton *, (I think it was his lafi), he defired 
Arlr. Addifon to ajk my opinion on it. My anfwer 
was, " That his Excellency had very honcftly for- 
'* felted his head on account of one paragraph ^ 
*^ wherein he aflerted, by plain confequence, a 
•* difpenfing power in the Queen." Ifis- Ltml* 
Ihip owned it was true^ but fiuore the words were 
put into his mouth by diredt orders from court. 
From whence, it is clear, that fome minifters in thofe 
times were apt, from their ^/^^ elevation to look 
down upon this kingdom, as if it had been one of 
their colonies^ of outcajls in America. And I ob- 
fervcd a little of the fame turn of fpirit in fom 
great meriy from whom I expefted better ; although, 
to do them juftice, it proved no point of difficulty 
to make them correal their /dfc^,. whereof the whfiU 
nation quickly found the benefit.— —But that is 
forgotten. How the. ftUe hath fince run, I am 
wholly a ftranger ; having never feen a fpeech fincc 
the laft of the Queen; 

I would now expoftulate a little widi our country- 
landlords ; whoy.by. unmeafurable fcrewing and 
racking their tenants all over the kingdom, have 
already reduced, the miferable people to a worfe 
condition than tlie peafants in France, or the vaiTals 
in Germany and Poland ; fo that the whole fpecies 
of what we call . fubjlantial farmersy will in a very 
few years be utterly, at an. end. It was pleafant to 
obferve thefe gentlemen labouring with all their 
might for prcventmg the bijhops from letting dicir 

•' I-ord Lieutenant, 

revenues 



OF THE miSH MANtTFACrCHS: m^ 

Rvenues nx a moderate half value, (xrhjercby • the 
whole of^r would^in an age, have been reduced to 
xnanifeft- beggary), at the veiyinftant, when they 
were everywhere canting f their own land upon fhort 
kafes, and facrificing their oldejl tenants for a fenny 
em. acre edvance. I know not how it comes to pafs» 
(and yet perhaps I know well enough), i^^ax haves 
have a naturaL difpofition to be tyrants^ and that 
when my better % give me a kick, I am apt to re- 
Tenge it with fix upon my footman^ altho' perhaps 
he may be an honeft and diligent fellow. I have 
heard greatdivines affirm, that '^nothing is fo likely 
^* to call down an univerfal judgment from heaven 
** upon a nation, as univerfal opprefficm ; ** and 
whether -this be not already verified in part, their 
Wurjbipi the landlords are nQV) at full leifure to con- 
sider. Whoever travels this country, ^nd obfervcs 
ihc face of nature,-'Or lUtit faces and habits and 
dwellings of the natives^ will hardly think himfelf 
in a land, where /aw, religion^ or common humanity 
isprofefTed. 

I cannot forbear faying one- word upon a thing 
they call 2ibank, which I hear is projefting in this 
town :|:. I never faw the propofals, nor under- 
Aand any one psu-ticular of their fchcme : what I 
wifh for at prefent, k only a fufficient proviiion of 
tempy and caps, Sind bells, to diftribute according 
to the feveral - degrees of honefty and prudence in 
fame perfons, ^I A^ar only of a monflrrous fum al- 
ready named ; and if others do not foon hear of 

*^ Whereby, that is,- by preventing the biAops revenues from be- 
ing ktaf half v;ilue. See this portion explained and proved in the 
trad called Argument* againfi enlarging the pvwer ef b'tpops, 

•f Canting their land is letting it to the higheft bidder.- Cant 

iignifies the fame as a^'^ion. 

X This projedt for a bank in Ireland was fcon afterwards brcu^ht 
iito parliament, and rcje^cd. 
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k coo, and hear with a :vengeamUp then am I t 
gentleman of lefs fagaci^than myfelf and a vetfi 
tew befidet take me to be. And the jeft will be 
ftiU Ae better, tf it be tnie, as judicious perfoos 
have aflured;me, diat one half is altogether imagi- 
nary. The matter will be likewife nmch jnended*. 
if the merchants continue to carry off-onr gold, and 
our goldfmiths to melt downxnirJieavy filven 
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A LETTER td the Shopkeepers^ Trade/men^ 
Farmers^ znd Common Peop/e of Ireland, 
concerning the Brafs Halfpence coined 
by one William Wood, Hardwareman, 
with a dcfign to have them pafs in this 
kingdom. 

Wherein is fliewn the power of his patent^ the va- 
lue of his halfpence, and how far every perfon 
may be obliged to take the fame in payments, 
and how to behave himfelf in cafe fuch an 
attempt (hould be made by Wood, pr any o- 
thcr perfon. 

(Very proper to be kept in every family.) 

By M. B. DR APIER *. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

LETTER 

* Ahout the ytar 1722, when Charles Duke of Grafton was 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, one William Wood an hardwareman 
and a bankrnpt, alledging the great want of copper-money in that 
kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108,000 1. to pafis there as 
current- money. The Dean believing this meafure to be a vile job 
from the beginning to the end, and that "the chief procurers of the 
patent were to be iharers in the profits which wculd arife from the' 
ruin of a kingdom, aflumed the charaAer of a Draper which ftf * 
ibme reafon he chofe to write Drap'ter, and in the following letteraS« 
warned the people not to receive the coin which was then fent over. 

Dr. Swift having retired from the political world, and amufed him- 
felf for 3 or 4 years with poetry, converfaMon, and trifles, (which is 
perhaps the finefl teft of a thorough couiummax^ %«iava« ^'txx^ 
above a)) pMrdcuht fsftcma and bypociidcii ntX^nufiiXA ^v^Vs^^ 

Vol. Li. '»^ '^ ^ Vxb% 
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L E T T E R I ♦. 

To the Tradcfmcn^ Shopk^eperst,, Farmers, 
and Country-peepte in general af the king'- 
dom ot Ireland. 

Bnthreriy Friends, Cwntrymen^ and Fellow Jiil^eQij 

HAT I intend now to fay to you, is, next 
to your duty to God and the care of your 

falvadoo, 



w 



being 'alarmed in 17x4 Wicb Tiredi matter of 'indignation te refuine bis 
pen, boldly with ftood the whole force of an infamous proje^or, en- 
coura^ed and fupported in hn villany b^ thofe who were vnderftood to 
be the chief dirotlors in all public affairs. The proje£b of thie ifflpo* 
dent fellow was, by virtue of a ^jitent which he had fraudalently ob- 
tained by the intereft of the then favourite Chryfeis, to coin half- 
pence for Trelaod at about eleven parte in twelve under the real va- 
lue, and force their curreiiey in that kingdom 5 which, notwith* 
Aanding his patent, fuppofing that he had made \iu halfpence e- 
ver fo good, no man living Vms obliged^ or, by virtue of the pre* 
rogative of the crown, could be obliged to receive in any payment 
whatever : nothing being in truth the current coin of England or Ire- 
land, befide gold and filver of the right fterltng fbndard j the balier 
meuls being only accepted for the convcniency of change, which e- 
very man that pleafes may reje£^ whenever he thinks proper, with- 
out being arfaid to incur any penalty from the law. This whole 
finatter the Doctor laid open in a ihort treatife, the Drapier*s fiift 
letter. 

Theiudiclous reader cannot but obferve, that in* this letter the 
auHior hath adapted bis ftile, his phrafes, his humour, and hh ad- 
4refs in a very wonderful manner to the taile and apprehenfion of the 
populace. Neither indeed is the title-page wholly void of that cap- 
tivating rhetoric which is admired by the common people j for it 
Concludes like that of the whole duty of man. Very proper t$htktptiM 
tmtfy family. Swift. 

* The firft five of theDrapter^s letters were pnUiihed in pimphkl> 
^ai dsStrtnt times. The fizth and feventh were firft publiihed in 173$* 
ii fifae 4th volume •i i^c DaV^ «4\\.\oa q& Dt* t^ifCt works. 
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fidratioiii of the grcaceft concern to Tourfclvci and 
four children ; your hiad and cloatkirfg^ and every 
eommon neceflarj of life entirely depend upon ir« 
Therefore I do moft eameftly exhort you as men, 
is Chrtftitmst upanntJf and ^% lovers 9/ yeur couft' 
fryt to read chia paper with the utmoft attention, 
•r get h read to you by others ; which that you 
inaj do at th^kfa eatpenre, I have order^ d^e prin» 
ter 10 fttt it at the loweft rate* 

irfbcasth tad ftvcflirii ol the DrapUr*i Ictlaft iPtM fttutU /rom- 
• irkae of Iht «utlMr*t is tkc oripoal mamifcripc^ •• wf tre tfliir- 
fdL sad Jiavfl good rcafe« to believe i tkofe who arc better judfCf^ 
will foes dettrmine whether they are geAu'iBc or oot. It U the opi* 
tihn of ievcrti wife ineB» that the Drapier*! lettcrt , %nd the other 
wriclrfs fflitiag to oof Botr country [Irckind], may be very uMwl 
U foAer^y. hy w«raiii| tMm Idf the tuturc to oppoie the /ayae, or 
Ibe like evil 4e%M| however filaailhlo they may at tirfk appear to 
fmbinkins oe^plc $ or however artfallythey may be reprefeiMcd (like 
iHe dBllrwive orejeA of WMUm Wood) by thole vvhp are t« 
4i«i4« tha fpoil with that iaBpoior ) er^ l«(Uy» by pfoftHate fletterere 
who ate hn to lod their private accooaf In the rain of the kiogdom j 
which r«b weaU hare eertataly fellowcdi if the author, whoever h& 
wm, W aoc pahiUhea hia letMra is the aaoA prapar jtioAura, and ic- 
tad to aO ibrtf of readart) whereby ia two or three nonthi be turned 
ihe vrfadle natioo, ahno/l to a aMfi, aaainft that iniquitom fchcmc. —• 
The letter ta tba l^id ChaaccHor Middlefon li wrkten with mwrli 
eaotioa, becauft the author coofeiTet himfelf to be Dein of S^. Fa* 
Iftek'ai $04 I coald diicaver hit name fubicrthed at the end of the 
ar>tiaa( ahhoogh blotted out by foaaa other hand. ] can give no o* 
flier aeiibB why It wai oot printed, than what I have heard | that the 
wriur iindiag how aflfeAttaJly the Drapier had Aiccecdcd« ap4 a( the 
Cmm iiaaa how higMy &he paople ia power fecmcd to be di(plea(ed, 
tlMOght it anore ptudent to keep the paper in hit cabinet.— —There. 
t« but a fmall part of the addrcft to botn ho«rcs of parKinaent that rt • 
latath to Woid sad hii cota. The reft cootaioe feveral ^lopofali far 
the improvement of Ireland, the many difcouragementi it lies under 
^D4 what are the beftrcmediea againft thean.' ■ By many ||a(ragea 
w the other letteri, but particularly in the MUrdi, concerning the 
fraai diain of awney from luhnd, by abfenteet, impartation o£ ft «, 
aaign iDoda» balance of trad:, and the like, it appears that the au« 
thor had taken much paint, and been well informed in the bulnefi 
of comouting $ all hit reaioftings upon that fuhjeft, although he dace 
not dciceod to paiticular fuma, agreeing generally with the iccouotp 
given by otheri, who have 6nce made that inquiiy their particviatv, 
fttidy. And it is obrervable, that in the aifJrefi, as well as in one 
of the o'her leturs, he hath ^ecifird fjveral important articles that 
ihave not been taken notice of by otheis who came after him, Dub^ 

T a ^ 
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It is a great fault among you, that, when a per; 
fon writes with no other intention than to iayvi 
goody you wi/l not be at the pains to read Uf advicis. 
One copy of this paper may ferve a dozen of you,' 
which will be lefs than a rarthing a-piete. It is 
your folly, that you have no common or genexld 
intcreft in your view, not even the wifeft among 
you ; neither do you know, or inqmre, or care,' 
who are your friends, or who are your enemies/ ' 

About four years ago a little book was written 
to ad viie all people to wear the manufaiiurcs rf thh 
our oivn dear country *. It had no other defign, fajd 
nothing againft the King or parliament, or any per- 
fon whatfoever ; yet the poor printer was proiecut- 
cd two years with the utmofl violence, and evcfa 
fome weavers themfelves, (for whofe fake it wa^ 
written), being upon the JURY, ybi/nrf him guilty,' 
This would be enough to difcourage any inan firoiof 
endeavouring to do you good, when you will ei- 
ther negled): him, or fly in hi$ face for his pains; 
and when he muft expeft only danger to himfelf^ 
and to be fined and imprifoned, perhaps to tus 
ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you once more of 
the manifeft deftruftion before your eyes, if you 
do not behave yourfelves as you ought. 

I will therefore firft tell you the plain ftwy of the 
faEl : and then I will lay before you how you ought 
to a6l, in common prudence, according to the la,v)$ 
of your country, 

Thcfa^ is this : It having been many years fincc 

COPPER HALFPENCE OR FARTHINGS Were laft 

coined in this kingdom, they have been for fomc 
time veiy.fcarce, aftd many louriterfeits paflbd 
about under the name of rapi : fcveral applications 
wtre made to England, that we might have liberty 
to coin new ones, as in former times we did ; but 

.r * A propoUi for the ulc o£ luQi m«W0LU^\xt«^ 
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tfiey did not fucceed. At laft one Mr. Wood, a 
fnean ordinary man, a hardvtare dialer ^ procured a 
patent under liis Majefty's broad fcal to coin 
so8,ooo 1. in copper for this kingdom ; Mrhidi pa- 
Centi however^ did not oblige any one here to take 
them^ vnlefs they pleafed. Now, you mud know, 
that the halfpence and farthings in England pafs for 
very little more than they are worth : and, if you 
fhould beat them to pieces, and fell them to the 
trazifr^ you would not lofe much above a pfmny in 
a fliilling. But Mr. Wood made his halfpence of 
Aich bafe mttal^ and fo much fmaller than llic En- 
gliih ones, that the ^r/7Z/Vr, would hardly give you 
above a penny of ^ood money for ^fhilUn£ of his ; 
fo that this fum of loS^ooo 1. in good gold and fil- 
Ver m\xii be given for trajh^ that will not be worth • 
above eight or nine thoufand pounds real value. Hut 
this is not the worft; for Mr. Wood, wJien he 
plcafes, may by ftealth fend over anotlier loS^oco 1. 
and btsy all our goods for eleven parti in twtlve under 
|he value. For exam]>le, if a hateer fells a doxcn 
of hats ior five fbilUngs a-piccc, which amounts to 
three pounds y and receives the payment in Wood's . 
€oin, he really receives only the value oi^fiveJjsiU 

Perhaps, you will wonder liow fuch an ordinary: 
fellow, as this Mr. Wood, could have fo much in* 
Cereft as to get. his Majejiy's broad feal for i'o gixat 
a fum of bad money to be fent to this poor country ; 
and that all the nobility and gentry here could not 
obtain the fame favpurj an J let us make our owi^ 
halfpence f an we ufed todo. Now, I will-niakc tiiat 
matter very plain : We are at a great diibince hovc^ 
«he King's courti and have no body tlicre to foliclt 
for us, although a great number of lords and 
^fquires^ whofe eflatcs are herci and are our coun- 
Ciymen, fpcnd all their lives and fortunes there x 
but this lame Mr. Wood was able to attend cow- 
fiaotly for bi| pwu .intereft \ he \% %u^w^A\\vkVA.\\^ 
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and had great £riends, and it feems knew very HcQ 
vfhere to give money to thofe that would fpeak 10 
others, that could (peak to the iCing, and would 
tell z/airjhfy. And Us Majf/fy^ and pcrka^ the 
great lord or lords who advifed hira, might think 
it was for our anmtry^s g§od ; and fb as the lawyers 
exprefs it, the King was deceived in this giant, 
which often happens in all reigns. And I am fure 
if his Mafe/fy knew that fuch a patent, if it fliouid 
take efieA according to the defire of Mr. Wood, 
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath given 
fuch great proofs of its loyalty ^ he would t mme&atc* 
I7 recall it, and perhaps ihew his difpleafVire Xsojim 
hody or bther : but a word to the wife is enough. Moft 
of you muft have heard with what anger our he* 
ftourabU houfe of Commons received an account of 
this Wood's patent. There were kvcrHJlnefpeedh 
es made upon it, and plain proofs, that it was all a 
wcked cheat from the bottom to the ir^^^ and fevcral 
fmart votes were printed, which that fame Wood 
had the aflurance to anfwer likewife in prints and 
in fo confident a way, as if he were a better men 
than our whole parliament put together. 

This Wood, as ibon as his patent was pafled, or 
foon after, fends over a great many barrels of tboff 
halfpence to Cork, and other Tea-port tovmty and 
to get them off offered an hundred pounds in his 
coin forfeventy or eighty in filver : but the cdlle6t^t 
of the King*^ cuftoms very honeftly refufed to t^ 
them, and 10 did almoft «very body elfe. And finc« 
the parliament hath condemned them, and defired 
the King that they might %t Hopped, 1^ the tiog- 
dom do abomraate theni. 

But Wood is ftilF working iinderhafid to force his 
halfpence TL^n us; and -if he can, by the help df 
his friends in England, prevail fo far as to get an 
order, that the commrffioners and eolie&ors of the 
King's money fhaU receive fhem, and that the of' 
enyistohe paid wi& t]l^«m> ^Siii&iv^x^^lmks his vfoei 
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fiiall be done. And this is the difficultf ^cia vill 
be tinder in fuch a cafe? for the common ibldier, 
when he goes to the niAt^kitj or nlthmife^ wiil offer 
this monejr ; and, if it be refisied^ perhaps he will 
fvmggtr and heSlwr^ and threaten to beat the huichtr^ 
or Tuemifi^ or take the goocU by force, and throw 
Aiem the bad half^ce. In tlus, and the like ciifes, 
thejb&pkeip^r, or vi&ualUr, or any other tradif* 
VMfHf has no more to do, than to demand ten times 
Aie price of hit goods/ if it is to be paid in Wood's 
iBoney : for example, twenty pence of that money 
forayiMrf •f ali^ and ib in all things clfe, and not 
part with his goods'tiil he gets the money. 

For fuppofe you go to an althwfe with that bafe 
money, and the landhrd gives you a quart for four 
of thofe haifpsnctt what muft the vi£fuallir do ? his 
hnw0r w31 not be paid kv that coin, or if the brnver 
jBiotfld 'be fuch a fool, ithe farmers will not take it 
fipon them ibr their here ^, becaufe they are bound 
by their leafes^ to pay their rents in good and law* 
ful money of England, which this is not, n«M: of 
Ifseiand neither, and the y^t/tr^, their landlord, will 
never be To bewitched to take fuch trajb for his 
land^ ib that it muft certainly flop fbmeivhere or 
odier, and where-ever it Aops, it is the bsoc things 
and we are all ^undone. 

The common weight of diofe halfpence is between 
Ebitr and five to an ounce ; fuppoie five, then three 
(hillings and fourpcnce will weigh a pound, and 
tonfequently twenty fliillings will weigh fix pounds 
hitter weight. Now, there are many hundred ykr* 
m$r4^ who pay two hundred pounds a-year rent ; 
therefore when one of thdt farmers comes with fait 
half-year's rent, which is one hundred pounds, it 
will be at leaft fix hund^red pound weijght^ which is 
three horfes load. 

• * 

• A fort of barley in Ireland. 

AS* 
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. If a *Jqtdre has a mind to come to town to buy 
cloaths» and wine, and fpices for bimfelf and fa- 
mily, or perhaps to pafs the winter here, he muft 
bring with him five or fix horfes loaden- with fackSj 
as the farmers bring their coi^n ; and when hb lady 
comes in her coach to our fhops, it mui^ be follow- 
ed by a car loaded with Mr. Wood's money. And 
I hope we ihall have the grace to take it for no more 
thaii it is worth. . ' ':' 

They fay 'Squire Conolly f hzthjixteen thoufand 
pounds a-year ; now, if he fends for bis rent to 
town, as it is likely he doth, he muft have two hun- 
dred and fifty hor/cs to bring up his half-year's rent, 
and two or three great cellars in his houfe. for 
fiowage. But what the hankers will do^ I cannot 
tell : for I am afilired,' that fome great bankexs kcq» 
by ihem forty thoufand pounds ready caih to an-. 
fwer all ■pa)rments :• which fum, in Mr. .Woodlf 
money, would requii^e twelve himdred horfes to 
carry it, . . 

For my own part, I am already rcfolved what to. 
do : I have a pretty good ihop of Irifh ftufis and 
filks^ and, inftead of taking Mr. Wood's bad cop- 
per, I intend to truck with my neighbours the 
^utchers^ zni: bakers^ zxi& brewers^ and the reft, 
goods for goods; and the little. ^^//and^/v^r I liavc, 
I will keep by me, like my heart's blood, till better 
times, or until I am juft ready to ftarve, and then 
I will buy Mr. Wood's money, as my father did the 
brafs-money in King James's time, who would buy 
ten pounds of it with sl guinea", and I hope to get 
as much for a pijiole, and fo purchafe bread from 
thofe who will be fuch fools as to fell it me. 

Thefe halfpence, if they once pafs, will foon be 
counterfeited, becaufe it may be cheaply done, the 
fluff is fo bafe. The Dutch likewife will probably 
do the fame thing, and fend them over to us to 

1^^!^ Then Spestker'of vhc Houfe oi Coiom^ti^, 
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pay .for our g$ods ; and Mr. Wood wOl never be' at 
refb, but coin on ; fo that in fome years we fhall 
have'atlcaft five times 108,000 L of this htmber, 
NoWj the current money of this kingdom is no( 
reckoned to be above four hundred thoufand 
pounds in all ; and vrhile there is a Jilver fixpence 
left, thefc bkodfucken will never be quiet . 
- When once the kingdom is reduced to fuch a 
condition^ I will tell you what muft be the end : the 
g^ntlimen cf eftates will all turn off their tenants for 
want of payments ; becaufe^ as I told you before; 
the tenants are obliged by their leafes to pay Ster* 
Isngf which is lawful current money of England : 
then they will turn their own farmers, as too many 
of them Jo already ; run all into fheep, where they 
can, keeping only Aich other cattle as are neceffa* 
ry ; then they will be their own merchants, and fend 
their tvoal, and butter, and hides, and linen, beyond 
iea for ready money, -and wine, ^XkAJpices, SLXxd^lksi 
They will keep only a few miferable cottagers ; the 
farmers muBTrob, or 'beg, or leave their country^ 
the Jhopkeepers in this aqd every other town muft 
break VitiAJlarve ; for it is the landed man that main* 
tains the merchant, and Jbopkeepery and handicraftf^ 
man. 

But when the * [quire turns farmer and merchant 
himfelf, all the good money he gets from abroad, 
he will hoard up to fend for England, and keep, 
fome poor tailor or weaver and the like in his oWn 
houfe, who will be glad to get bread at any rate. 

I (hould never have done, if I were to tell you 
all the miferies that we fhall undergo, if we be'fo 
foolijh and wicked ^s to take this curfed coin. It 
would be very hard, if all Ireland fliQuld be put* 
into one fcale, and this forrow fellow Wood into tjhe' 
other; that- Mr. Wood ihould w-eigh down this 
luho/e kingdom, by which England gets above a mil- 
Kon of good money every year clear into th&W ^qc« 
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hts I and that is more tbaa tke Sogtifli dobfd 
fAf Vf$rtdhc&dcB. 

But your grgat comfirt tf, that as hisMajefij'i 
ftaienf doth not obUge fou to take this vmnty\ ft 
the iavfs have not given the cr^wn a, power of fbr< 
cing the /ulje^ to take what tnoMey the Kiw plea 
fcs; for then, by the fame reafon^.we mi^t hi 
kooad to take pMU^finiCh or cocik-j^Us, mj^n^^ 
«^ bather^ for currmt €m. If ever we ihoidd hmh 
aen to live under ao Hlprmcf^ who might likew]lS6 
py the fame powcr» make a gidn^ti ^$ {or m 
f§iimls, fkJbilKftg for twtntyJbiUings^ and fo on ; b) 
ivhich he would, in a ihorc time, get all the fibei 
and gold of the kingdom into his own hand^^ mid 
leave us nothing but brafi or leather ^ or what kl 
pleafed. Neither is any thing reckoned more ttm 
and 9pfrfjl^vi in the French government^ than th<ai 
common praiftice of calling in aU their mcmey, ^ 
tcr they have funk it very low, vbiA then coining il 
anew at a much higher vahie ; which, however, ii 
iMt the thoufandth part fo wicked as dxiao^oaua^ 
fr9}eet of Mr. Wood. For the French give theii 
imi^%pu$r iwfilver^ 9xidgok for eoUi butlkil 
fdUui wiil not fo much as give us good h0i/i or ^ 
fer for our gold and Jiher^ nor even a twelfth {Mil 
of their worth. 

Having faid thus much, I will now go on to td 
you the judgement of fome great lawyers in thii 
matter i whom I fee'd jon purpofe for your fakes, 
and got their opinions under their haiuUt that I migltf 
h^ fure I went upon ggod grounds. 

** A femous Imv'hohf called the Mirraur efjuf' 
^* ticff difcouriing of the charters (or laws) or- 
^' daioed by our ancient kings^ declares the law ta 
** be as follows. It was ordained. That no king 
** of thisxealm fiiould change or impair the iMUfft 
*' or make any other money than of goU or ftlvift 
" without dtf aflent of aU the counties ; that is, as 
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^' my Lord CMe * fays, without the ^Sktit of parUa« 
♦* mcnt/' 

This book is veiy ancient, and of great author!* 
ty for the time in which it was written, and with 
thafchara^ter is often quoted by that great lawyer 
nty Lord Coke f. By the laws of England feveral 
metals are divided into lawful or true nutaf^ 
and unUvrnful or falfa mgtal^ the former comprt* 
hctkd^^JSlver or geld, the later all hafer met4^s. That 
the former is only to pa(s in payments, appears by 
an aA of pariiament % made the twentieth year of 
Edward the Firftj called, The Jlatute concerning the 
P^iff^g of pence \ which I givd you here as I got it 
tranfhted into Engliih ; for fome of our laws at 
that time were, as I am told, written in Latini 
'' Whoever in buying or feDing prefumes to refuft 
'' an halfpenny or farthing of lawful money, bear« 
^* ing the ftamp which it ought to have, let him b« 
*' feixed on as a contemner of the King's Majefty^ 
^* and caft into prifon." 

By this flatutey no perfon is to be reckoned % 
contemner of die Xiftg*s Majefiy, and for that crimt 
to be committed to prifim^ but he who refofeth to 
accept the King's coin made of lauful metal; by. 
which, as I obienred before, fiher and gold only, 
are intended. 

That this is the true conftruAion of the aA, ap« 
pears not only fiom the plain meaning of the words, 
but from my Lord Coke's H obfervation upon it. 
By this aA (fays he) it appears, that no fubjeft can 
be forced to take in buying, or filling^ or other 
payment, any money made but of lawful metcd% 
that is, oi fUver or gold. 

The law of England gives the King all mines of 
gold 2atdfilver ; but not the mines of "other metals ; 



-^ 1 Inft, 576, t 2 Tnft. 57^ 

f % Inft, 576, 7, II a Inft. 57^ 
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the reafon of which prerogative or fenver^ as it is 
given by my Lord Coke ♦, is becaufe money can 
be made oigold and fihetj but not of other mt' 
tab. 

Purfuant to this opinion^ halfpence zxid/artbings 
were anciently made oi Jihery which is evident 
from the afk of parliament of Henry the Fourth, 
chap. 4. whereby it is cnafted as follows : *^ Item, 
*' for the great fcarcity that is at prefent within the 
** realm of England of halfpence and farthingisof 
V Jiher, it is ordained and eftabliOied, that the 
<' third part of z\i i\ic mwey of Jiher-pkte vthkYi 
^^ flinll be brought to the buiium^ fliall be made in- 
*V to halfpence ^nd farthings,'* This ihews, that by 
thewoixis halfpenny ^nA farthings. oi lawful money 
in that Jiatute concerning the paffing of pence, is 
meant a fmall coin in.ba^pence znd farthings of fil- 
vtr. 

. This is fui'tlicr maniftft firom the ftatute of the 
ninth year of Edward the Third, chap. 3. which 
cnafts, ** That no Sterling halfpenny or farthing be 
** molten for to make vcffels, or any other thing by 
" the golilfmiths, nor others, upon the forfeiture 
^ of the money fo molten (or melted)." 

By anotho* aft in this king's reign, black monef 
was not to be current in England . And by an a£k 
made in the eleventh year of his reign, chap. 5. 
galley-halfpence VTtvtnot to pafs : what kind of coin 
thefe were, . I do not know ; but I prefume they 
were made of bafe metal. And thefe afts were do 
new laivsy but further declarations of the old la'nii 
relating to the coin. 

Thus the law ftands in relation to coin. Nor is 
there any example to the contrary, except one in 
Davis's reports^ who tells us, that, in the time of 
Tyrone's rebellion, Queen Elifabeth ordered montj 
of mixed metal to be coined in the Tower of Lon- 

• X Inft, 5*77 % 
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4iloB, and fent .over hither for the paymenc jof the 
srmyf obliging all people to receive it ; an4 com- 
manding th^t all filver money ihonld be taken only 
«s bullion ; that is, for as much ^s it weighed, Davis 
iclis us feveral particulars in this matter 9 too long 
Jicrc to trouble you with, and that the privy council 
of this kingdom obliged a merchant in England to 
receive thi$ mixed money £or goods tranfmitted hi- 
ther. 

But this proceeding is rejeAed by all the befl 
lawyers, as contrary to law, the p^ivy council here 
kaving no fuch legal power. And, befides, it is to 
be confidered, that the Quejbn was then under 
gr.eat difficulties by a rcMli§n in this kingdom aflifled 
ii'om Spain ; and whatever is done in great exigen- 
cies and dangerous times, ihould never be an ex* 
ample to proceed by in feidons of peace and quiet'% 
ne/s. 

. I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the 
trouble, fet before you in ihort, what the law 
obliges you to do> a^d what it does not oblige you 
to. 

. Firft^ you are obliged to take all jcnoncy in pay- 
ments which is. coined by the King, and is of^the 
Engliih ftandard ,or weight, prpvided it be. of gold 
erjilver. 

Secondly, You are not obliged to take any mo- 
ney which is not of geld or fiher ; not only the 
halfpence or furthinge of England, but of any 
other country. And it is mcrly for convenience, 
or eafe, that you are content to take them ; be- 
caufe the cuflom of coining His tv halfpence znd/ar^ 
things hath long been left off; I fuppofe on account 
of dieir being Aibjeft to be loft. 

Thirdly, Much Icfs are we obliged to take thofc 
vile halfpence of that fame Wood, by- which you 
tnuft lofe almoft- eleven pence in every Ihilting. 

Therefore, niy friends, ftand to it one Awd •iXJc*. 
jwfufe this filthy traih. It is no txt^foti xo x\^<^^^- 

'Vol. III. TJ 
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gainft Mr. Wood. Hit Majefty^ iiu his patent, tb* 
Hges no body to take thefe hal^encexncurgracioui 
prince hath no fuch iU advifers about ^hini:; ^or, if 
he had| yet yon fee, - the laws havetnot-leftit in the 
Kin^s, power to force us to take any coin fast Trlia( 
4s lawful, of right »ftandard, gpli «nd yEANm 
Therefore yoQ have iKMbing to fear. 

And let me, in the next place, appljr myfetf par- 
ticularly to- you, 'who are <he poorer fort' of trit^def^ 
fnen. Jrerhaps y#u may thihk, you/will not be ib 
great lofers as the rich, if thefe halfpence *(houkl 
pafs ; becaufe.yoikfeldomfee jiiny^/tidrry and your 
cuftomers come to your ihops oril^ib wiUi^jfioiiiiDg 
but hrafi^ which you likewife find hard to be got. 
]^tjOB may take my word, whencver'-thisVmoiicy 
^ains footing among you, you will' be'Wteiiy nn- 
•^ne. If < you carry thefe halfpence to a ihop for 
UbaccOf or brandy, ^or any other thing that yo« 
want 5 the ' fhopkeeper will advance his goods ac- 
4Sordingly, - Or eUe he trmOr breaks a^d leave the hy 
wider the door. "'''Do yoti tfcink Iwill fell you> 
, ** . yard of tenpeqny ftim for twenty of Mr. Wood's 
•• halfpence? No, not under tv/o hundred atleaft; 
♦* -neither will I be at the trouble of counting, biit 
^^ wei^ them in a 'lump," I will tell you one 
thing further, that if Mr. Wood's projed fhouM 
take, it would ruin even our Beggary ; for when I 
give aljegar a hlll^nrty, it will quench , his thirftt 
or go a good way to fill his belly ; but the twelfth 
part of a halfyenny will do him no more fcrvice, 
than if I fliould give him three pins out of my 
fleeve. 

In fhort thefe halfjpence are like the accurfei 
thingf which, as the fcripture tells us, the children 
of Ilrael were forbidden to touch. They will run 
about ** like the plague, and deftroy eveiy one who 
" lays his hands upon them." I have heard fcbo- 
lars talk of a man who told the King, that he had 
" a way to lormeux ^eo^\c^ \s^ ^^xuing them 
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ialo z-hilta^brnfs with iirc under it : biu the prince 
gtqt the /rfl^V^orfirft into his brazen kuU to make 
the cxperimens* This very much refembles the 
porojeA of Mr»Wood^ and the l^e of this may 
poffibly be Mr. Wood's fate ; . that the brafs he con- 
trived to torment this kingdom with, may prove his 
i tonnent^ andlus deftru^tion at laft. 



K\ B. Tbe ftnthor of this> paper is informed by 
wrfons who have made it theu* bufinefs ta be exa^ 
91 their obfervations on the true value of thefe balf- 
jNtncCy ihat any perfon may expeA to get a quart of 
fn94pennyai0 me thirty-fix- ii them. 

fdefire that Hl/anulies may; keep this paper care- 
fofiy fay diem to refreih their memories^ whenever 
^hey fhafl have farther notice of Mr. Wood's half- 
'jpeiice, or any odxr the like impofture *• 

^ At tlie fettttd of the OrafftrU tnmpet^ ,m f^irit tnCt among A16 
•fiopic, that, in-^^tMAcrttffhriXf'f ^^<'M$^iuiiar£tin^4m tU 4ty 
sjftUmMrktAid^ "Evtrj fttktd ii tittry r«ok, party, and dcnofloii*-. 
nation, was cotmnctA, that tlie admifBon of Wood^s copper aiiift 
fttiwt httl to the commonwealth.The PapUl, the Fanatic, the Tory, 
ike Wliigf all lifted thonfelves rolaotiers under ibe bannet of JUT. J* 
.DM/Mr, and were aU equally sealout to fetve tbe comoMMi'CaMle. 
Ifucfa beat, and many fiery ipeeches agafoft tbe aiminiftraioa, ^ere 
4lw eoiifeqoence of tbxs unkm^: nor had tbe flimet been allayed^ 
jMtwithftaading thfeats and proclaontioof, had nut tbecein 4>e<a if* 
tally fuftpBOed^-tiid had nat WooA withdrawn ^s fateat, Otr^y. 
%Bt ihe note Jit the end^of letter 5« 



'ITz- tET- 



-32 THE DRAHER's LETTERS. 

I. E T T E R n. 

A LETTER to Mr. Harding the prtnte^ 

upon occalion of a paragraph in his news* 
paper of Auguft I. 1724, relating to Mr. 
Wood's Halfpence. 

IN your news-letter of the ift indant there k^ 
paragraph, dated from London, July 25. re- 
lating to Wood's halfpence j ^vhereby . it is pkioy 
what i. foretold in my Utter to the Jhopketpers^ ie. 
that this .vile fellow, wonlct never be at reft ; and 
that the dagger, of our ruin approaches nearer; 
and therefore the kingdom requires new and frejb 
rvartiing. However, I wke this paragraph to be, 
ilia great meafure^ an impofition upon thjc public; 
at leaf): I hope fo, becaufe I am inform^, thtt 
"Wood is generally his own news-writer, I. cannot 
but obferve from that paragraph, that this public 
enemy of ours, not fatisfied to ruin lis with his 
trajbf takes every occafioii to treat this kingdoia 
with the utmoft contempt. He reprefents ** fevo* 
*^ ral of our merchants and traders upon exaniiQl* 
'^ tion before a committee of council,, ::agreeiilgf 
** that there was the utmoft neceflity 'erf co^)cr* 
** money here, before his patent ; fo that fevertd 
*' gentlemen have been forced to tally with their 
'' workmen, and give them bits of cards feakd 
** and fubfcribed with their names." What thcn?-Ift. 
phyfician prefcribe to a patient a ^rjw of phyfic, fltatt: 
a rafcal apothecary cram him with a pound', and mix 
it^up with poijon ? and i^ not a landlord's hand snd 
feal to his own labourers a better fecurity fpr £vc 
pr rcn /hillings, than "Wood** btafs^ ten times be- 

Nut 
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kyw the real value, can be to the kingdom for an 
hundred and eight thoufand pounds ? 

But who are ihefe merchants and traders 0/* Ireland 
ihat made this report of '^ the utmoft tieceillty we 
'* are under for copper-money ?*' They arc only a 
6bw betrayers of their country, confederates with 
Wood, from whom they are to purchafe a great 
l^uantity of his- coin, perhaps at half the price that 
we are to take it, and vend it among us, to tlie 
ruin of the public'i and their own private advan- 
tages. Are not thefe excellent witneflcs, upoi* 
whofe integrity the fate of the kingdom muft de- 
pend, evidences in their own caufe^ and (liarers in 
(his work of iniquity ? 

If we could have deferred the liberty of coining 
for ourfelves, as we formerly did, and why we biivv: 
it not, is every body^s ivonder as iveil as mine, ten 
ihoufand pounds might have been coined here in 
Dublin of only One fifth bilow the intrinfic value,. 
uid this fum, with the flock of halfpence we then 
had^would have been fuflicient ; but Wood, by hi» 
emiflaries, enemies to God and this kingdom, hath 
taken care to buy upas many of our old halfpence 
at he could ; and from thence the prcfcnt want ot 
change arifes ; to remove which,, by Mr. Wood'.i 
remedy, would be to cure a fcratch on the fingtr 
^ cutting off the arm. But fnppofing there were' 
not one »rthing of change in the whole nation, I 
trBl maintain, that five and twenty thoufand pounds 
erould be a fum fully fufficient to anfwer all our oc« 
unions. I am no inconfiderable fhopkeeper in this 
town ; I have difcourfed with fevcralor my own^ 
ufd other trades, with many gentlemen both of 
ekj and country, and alfo with great numbers of 
Burners, cottagers, and labourers, who all agree. 
Jut two {hillings in change for every family would- 
9e. mofe .than neceifary in all dealings. Now, by 
the £argeft computation (even before Uvu ^vwch^^^'*^ 
V 3 ^'^^*" 
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dircouragement of agricmhurt *, which hath lb 
much Icficiied our numbers) the ibub in this king* 
dom are computed to be one million and a half : 
which, allowing fix to a family, makes two hundred 
and lifty thoufand families, and confequently two 
liiillings to each family will amount only to five 
and twenty thoufand pounds ; whereas this Jxmeff, 
iiber.il^ hardwarema/iy Wood, would impofe upon 
lis above four times thai fum. 

Your paragraph relates further, liiat Sir Ifaac 
Newton reported an affay taken at the Towar of 
Wood's metal ; by which it appears, that Wood 
had in all refpe^s performed his €sntraff» His con- 
tra^ ! with whom ? was it with the parliament or 
people of Ireland ? are not they to ht the pur- 
chaicrs ? but they deteft, abhor, and rejeft it as 
corriipt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt andtraih. 
Upon which he grows angry, goes to law, and viQ 
unpofe his goods upon us by force. 

But your news -letter fays, that an affay was made 
ef the coin. How impudent and inniippoitable b 
this ! Wood takes care to coin a dozen or tiro 
halfpence of good metal, fends them to the Tower, 
and they are approved, and thefe muft anfwer all 
that he hath already coined, or fhall coin for the 
future. It is true indeed, that a gentleman often 
fends to my fhop for a pattern of fhiff; I cut it 
rairly off, and^ if he likes it, he comes, or fends* 
and compares the pattern with the whole ^ece, and 
probably we come to a bargain. But if I were to 
buy an hundred fheep, and the grazier fhouM bring 
me one fingle wether, fat and well fleeced, by way 
of p/jfterriy and expe<ft the fatne price round for -the 
whole hundred, without fuffering me to fee ChcBi 
before he was paid, or giving me good fecurity to 
rejftore my money for what were lean, or ft»finy or 
fiabby, I would be none of his cuftomer. I ha?e 

Prihaps the prohib'.Uvr. ftom ^\fi»^\n^* 
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heard of a nian who had a mind to £:li hu hoiife» 
and therefore catried a piece oi brUk m his pocket, 
tehich he ifaewed at a fatum to eDcoorage pur* 
chafers ; and this is direfiiy die cafe m point vith 
Mr. Wood's tf/#i7. 

^ The next part of the paragraph conuins Mr* 
Wood*s voluntary propofaU for preventing any fur^ 
Ur (fbjeSiiom :0r apprehenfi^ns. 

His firft propofal is, *< That whereas he hath 
'^ already coined feventeen thousand pounds, and 
*^ has copper prepared to make it up forty thou- 
'' fand pounds, he will be content to coin no more, 
t^ unlefs the exigencies of trade reqjjire 
*^ iTy although, his patent impowers him to coin 
^^ a ^ greater quantity.^ 

To which if I were to anfwer, it fhould be thus s 
Let Mr. Wood and his crew oi founders and iink* 
ers coin on^ till there is not an old kettle left in the 
kingdom ; let them coin old leather, tobacco-pipe* 
clay, or the dirt in the ftreet, and call their trtim* 
pery by what name they pleafe, from a guinea to a 
farthing % we are not under any concern to know 
how he and his tribe of accomplices think fit to 
employ themfeives. But I hope, and trufl, that 
we are all to a man fully determined to have no- 
thing to do with him or lus ware. 

The King has given him a patent to coin half* 
(>ence, but hath not obliged us to take them ; and 
I have already fhewn in my letter u the /bcpkeepersy 
ifc* that the law hath not left left it in the power 
of the prerogative to compel the fubjeft to take any 
sODney, befidcs gold aiKi filver of the right fterling 
and ftandard. 

Wood further propofes, (if I underftand him 

. light, for his expreffions are dubious), that ^\ he 

/* will not coin above forty thoufand pounds, un- 

: ft bSfs the exigencies of trade require it." Firft, I 

obferve that this fum of forty thoufand poundi i& il- 

ilM>ft4ouble to what I proved xo\ic i>iScLCv^xjxW;:^^ 
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vAiiAc kmgdonzy although we had not one of ouf 
old half-peace left. Again^ I. aik,. who is to bs 
judge when the *' exigencies of tiade require it ?" 
Widiout doubt he means himjilf; for as to 
us of this poor kingdom, who muft be ut<^ 
tcrly ruined if this Qroje& fliould fucceedy we 
were never once coaiulted tifU the matter was 
over, and he will judge of our exigencies hf 
his own; neither will thefe be ever at an end, 
till he and his accomplices ihall think they have 
tnough : And it now appears that he will not be 
rontent with all our gold and iilver^ but intend^' 
to buy up our goods^ and maaufadhires with the 
finie coin. 

I iliall not enter into examination of the prices 
for which he now propofes to fell his halfpence, 
or what he calls his copper, by the pound ; I have 
faid enough of it in my former letter^ and it hadb 
likewife been confidered by others. It is certaiO) 
that by his own fir ft computation we were to pay 
three fliillings for what was intrinfically worth but 
one, altho' it had been of the true weight and (land* 
ard for which he pretended to have contraAed ! 
but there is fo great a difference both in weight and 
badnefs in feveral of his coins, diat fome of them 
have been nine in ten below tixe intrinfic value^ and 
moft of them fix or feven. 

His.laft propofal being of a peculiar drain and 
nature, delerves to be very particul^ly confideredi 
both on account of the matter and the ftyle. It ii 
as follows. 

*' Laftly, In confideration of the direful apprc- 
** henfions which prevail in Ireland, that Mrr 
" Wood will by fuch coinage drain them of their 
'* gold and Clver ; he propofes to take their maau« 
** faftures in exchange, and that no perfon be ob* 
** Jiiged to receive more than five pence halfpenny 
** at one payment." 



firftf Obferve this little impudent hardwareman 
turning into ridicule the direjvl appreherifions of tt 
Vfhole kingdom, priding himfclf as the caufe of them* 
and daring to prefcnbe (what no king of England 
ever attempted) how far a whole nation fhall be 
obliged to take his ferafs coin. And he ha» rcafoii 
to infult t for Aire there nerer was an example li\ 
hiftorj of a great kingdom kept in awe for abore a 
year, in daily dread of utter deftrtiAion^ not by a 
powerful invader at tiie head of twenty thoufand 
men, not by a plague or a famine, not oy a tyran- 
nical prince (for wc never had one more gracious) 
6t a corrupt ?idminiftration, but by one fingic, di- 
minutive, inlignificant mechanic. 

But to go on : To remove onr direful nppreherh' 
Jknt^ that he tuUl drain us of tur gold and ftlver by 
his coinage^ this little arbitrary mock-monarch moft 
graciouily offers to take our mofivfnBurts in exchange. 
Arc o\ir Infli undcriiandings indeed fo low in his 
opinion ? Is not this the very mifcry wc complain 
'Wi that his^dirfed projcft will put us under the nc* 
cefiity of felling our goods for what is equal to no- 
thing? How would iuch a prdpofal found from 
France or Spain, or any other country with which 
wc traffic, ir they (hould otter to deal with us only 
upon this condition, that wc iiiould take their mo- 
ii'tj at ten times higher thanr the intriniic value ? 
Does Mr. Wood think, for inftance, that we will 
fell him a ftone of wool for a parcel of his counf' 
ef$ not worth (txpence, when we cari fmd it to Enj^ 
land, and receive as many fhillings in gold and fiU 
ver ? Surely there was never heard (uch a com- 
pound of impudence, villainy, and folly. 

His propofals conclude with perfcft high'treafoH, 
Hepromiles, that noperfin /ball he obliged to recerUe 
more than five pence halfpenny of his coin in one paV' 
mifte. By which it is plain, that he pretends to oV 
ligc every fubjcA in this kingdom to take Co tsc^OiN. 
in every payment, if it be oftevcd', 'wVat^^V^ 
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head like higbwaymin ot houfe-breai^rs^ ii. tb 
to force one farthiii^ of their coio on me 
ptyment of' an hundred pounds-. It is no 
honour to fubm it to the ben ; but who, witb 
gure of a man^ can think with patience oi 
devoured* alive bf sl rat? He has laid a ta 
the people of Ireland of ieventeen ihillings^ 
in thepound : a tax, I fay, not only upon 
but mtereft-moneyj goods, manufafturcs, \ 
^ lMUidkraftihien>. kbounsrsi, and.lervantt 
Jeeepers, look to yourselves I Wood wilt old 
force you to take five pence hal^nny of 1 
in every payment ; and many of you receh 
ty, thirty, forty payments in one day, or ( 
can harcUy find:hcead : and pray confider ho 
that will amount to in a year ; twenty tic 
pence halfpenny & nine millings and two 
which is above a hundred and fixty pounds 
wherein yoa will be lofers of at leaft: one 1 
.and forty pounds by t^ng youc payment 



ic 
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' The paragraph concludes thus : ** N. B. {that is 
**' to fay, nota bene, or mark well). No evidence ap- 
** peared from Ireland, or elfewhcre, to pi*ovc the 
*'* mifchiefe complained of, or any abufes whatfoe* 
V ver committed in the execution of the faid 
•^ grartt.^ 

' Thfe injpiiaence of this remark exceeds all that 
TPfftnt 'before, ' Firft, the houfe of Commons in Ire- 
hihdj whicii reprefents the whole people of the 
Jcingdoin; .And fecondly, the privy council addreiP- 
ccl hi^ Maj^fty againft thefe halfpence : what could 
be (done itiorc'^o exprefs the univcrfal fenfe of the 
tiatiqn ? If his copper were diamonds, and the 
kln^d'oiit were entirely againA it, would not that be 
jd^iffidcnt to rejeft it ? Muft a committee of the 
Whole Houfe of Conmions, and our whole privjr- 
council, go over to argue pro and con with Mr, 
Wood ? fo what end did the King give his patent 
for coining halfpence in Ireland ? Was it not, bc- 
caufe it was reprefcnted to his Sacred Majefty, that 
fuch a coinage would be of advantage to the good 
of this kingdom, and of all his fubjefts here ? It is 
to the patentee's peril, if his rcprefentation be 
felfe, and the execution of his patent be fraudlxtlent 
land corrupt. Is he fo wicked and fooliili to think, 
that this patent was given him to ruin a million and 
a half of people, that he might be a gainer of three 
or four fcore thoufand pounds to himfelf ? Before h^ 
Was at the charge of pailing a patent, much more of 
rakiiifi; tip fo much filthy drofs, and fiamping it with 
his Majefty 's image andfttpcrfcription^ fhould he not 
firft in common fenfe, in common equity, and 
common manners, have confultcd the principal 
party concerned ; that is to fay, the people of the 
kingdom, the Houfe of Lords, or Commons, or 
the privy-council ? If any foreigner ftiould alk us, 
nvhye image and Jubfcription there is on Wood^s 
coin ? we fhould be afliamed to tell Vv\\xv^ \v ^"aJ^ 
Csefar's. In that great want o£ co^^^t \\2X^\kt^c^'» 
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ig €lamation commanding us to take tiiem r 11 

1^ been often dinned in my ears« But I dd 

^ countrymen to be afTured that there is not] 

'^* it. The king never iflbes out a proclamat 

to injoin what the law permits him. He ^ 
iiTue out a proclamation againft law ; or if 
tiling fliould happen by a mif^ake, we are n 
obliged to obey it than to run our heads i 
P^ fire. Befides, his Majefty will never comm 

f J by a proclamation, what he does not offer ] 

mand us in the paunt itfelf. There he lea:^ 
our dlfcretion; fo that oui* dcitrudion xnuf 
tircly owing to ourfelves. Therefore let; t 
be afraid of a proclamation, which will n 
granted ; and if it flu>uld, yet upon this c 
will be of no force. The King's revenues 1 
near four hundred thoufaqd pounds a-year 
you think his minifters will adviie him to tal 
in Wood's brafs, which will reduce the valu 
ty thoufand pounds i England gets a millic 
linz by this nation ; which, if this projcft g 
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& rpirit liath been raifcd againft hinii and he only 
watches till it begins to Hag : he goes about watiJf' 
iriii when to devour us. He hopes we lliall be wca* 
17 of contending with him ; and at lad out of ig« 
norance or fear, or of being perfcflly tired with 
oppoficion, we {hall be forced to yield : and there- 
fore, Iconfefs, it is my chief endeavour to keep up 
your fpirits and rcfcutmcnts. If I tell you there is 
A precipice under you, and that if you go forwards 
you will certainly break your necks \ ifl point' to it 
before your eyes, muft I be at the ti*oubIe of re- 
peating h every morning i Arc our people's hearts 
^mxCiigrofsP are their ears dull of hearing ? and 
have they clofedihcir eyes f I fear there arc Ibme few 
vipers amonff us, who for ten or twenty pounds 
gain would fell their fouls and their country ; al- 
though at laft it fliould end in their own ruin, as 
well as ours. Be not like the deaf adder ^ who rcfuj* 
eth to hear the voia of thi charmer ^ charm he luver 
fo wifely, 
^ Although my letter may be direAed to you, Mr. 
Ilardingi yet I intend it for all my countrymen. I 
have no intereft in this afiair, but what is common 
to the public. I cati live bettter than many othersi 
I have fome gold and (ilver by me» and a Ihop well 
fumifhed ; and 1 fliall be able to make a fliift, when 
many of my betters are ftarvmg. But I am griev- 
ed to fee the coldnefs and indifference of many 
people, with whom I difcourfe. Some arc afraid 
of a proclamanon : others ihrug up their fhould- 
tTS, and ciy, What would you have us to do ? Some 
give out, there is no danger at all; others are iom- 
forted, that it will be a common calamity, and they 
Ihall fare no worfe than their neighbours. Will a 
man wlio hears midnight-robbers at his door, get 
out of bed and raife his family for a common de- 
fence ; and ihall a whole kingdom lie in a IcthiUYyi 
while Mr. Wood comes at tiie head ot lu^ waA^:.- 
derates to rob tiiem of all ihcv \iu.N;ft^ \V3 Yv\\\\>a->i*'v\'^^ 
Vol. III. Jt ^^ 
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our pofteiity for ever ? If a highwayman meets yov 
on the road, you give him yQur money to lave yout 
life; but God be thanked, Mr. Wood cannot 
touch a h«4ir of your heads. You have all the laws 
of God and man on your fide ; when he or his ac* 
complices offer you his drofs, it is but fayh)g JVo, 
and you are Cife. If a madman lliould come into 
•fny Ihop with a handful of dirt raked out of the 
kennel, and oiler it in payment for ten yards of 
ilurf, I would pity or l^ugh at him ; or it his bc- 
liaviour deferved it, kick him out of my doors. 
Ami if Mr. Wood comes to demand my gold and 
lilvcr, or commodities for which I have paid my 
gold aud fiiver, in exchange for his trafli, can he 
' -clcrerve or expeft better treatment ? 

When the evil dav is come, (if it muft come), 
let us mark and oblerve ihofe who prelume to of- 
fer thefe halfpence in payment. Let their names, 
and trades, and places of abode, be made public, 
that every one may be aware of them, as betrayers 
of their country, arid confederates with Mr. Wood. 
Let tliem be watched at markets and fail's ; and let 
the fivd hon^il dilcoverer give the word about, 
that Mr. Wood's halfpence have been otFered, and 
4:aution the poor innocent people -not to receive 
them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but there would 
never be an end, if I attempted to fay all that jhis 
melancholy fubje£\: will bear. I will conclude with 
humbly offering one propof d ; which, if it were 
put into practice, would blow up this deftruftive . 
project at once. Let fomc ikilftil, judicious pen 
draw up an advertifement to the following purpofe. 

** Whereas one William Wood, hardxvareman, 
*' now or lately fojourning in the city of London, 
" hath by many mifreprefentation^, procured a 
** patent ioir coining an hundred and eigl^t thou- 
'^ fund pounds in coY>\')er K^lf^ence for this king- 
*' dom ; AvhicU is a futa &vfc utcl^ '^^•ax^.v \5mccv wsk 
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** occafions require : And whereas it fe notorious r 
** that the faid Wood hath coined his halfpence of 
*' firch bafe metal^ and fiilfe weight, that they arc 
'* at leaft fix parts infcven below the real value : 
'* and whereas we have rtalbn to apprehend, that 
** the iliid Wood may at any time hereafter clan- 
** deftinely coin as many more halfpence as he 
** pleafes : and whereas the faid patent neither 
^* doth, nor can oblige his Majefty's fubjefts to re- 
** ceivc the faid halfpenoo. in any^ payment, but- 
** leaver it to their voluntary choice : btcaufe bj^ 
" law tl3ke &ib^£t cannot be obliged to take an}[ 
** money, except gold 2in& filverx and whereas,. 
•* contrary to the letter and meaning of the faid* 
" patent, the faid Wood hath declared, that every 
•' perfon Ihall be obliged* to^ take five pence half-- 
y penny of his coin, ia^ ci?€;-y payment :- And 
" whereas tke Houfe of Coininons and privy^councit = 
** have feveraUy addreficd his Moft Sabred Majcfly^ 
** reprefenting the ill cbnfcqucnces which the faid 
*^ coinage may iiaveBporitHi^kingdbm: Andiliftly", 
** whereas it is univerfally agreed, that the whole 
** xuitiontoa man(exceptMr.Wood, and his confe- 
** derates) arc in the utmoft apprehenficn of tfee rui- 
'* nous confequences that muft follow from the iaid 
** coinage ;..theref ore we, whofe names are under- 
** written,, being pcrfons of confiderable eftatcs la 
** this kingdom, and refiders therein, do unani- 
*' moufly refolve and declare, that we will never 
** receive one farthing or halfpenny of the fiiid 
** Wood's coining ; and that we will direft all our 
** tenants to«refufe the faid coin from any perfon 
" whatfoever ; of which that they may not be ijg- 
V' npryit, we have fent them a copy of this adver^ 
** tifemtnt to be read to them by our ftewards, rc- 
** ceivers," (be. 

I could wifh, that a paper of this nature might 
be drawn up, and figned by two or three hundred 
p/incipal gentlemen of this kiu^doiKv^ ^^<b. y^vcvx^^ - 

X 2. W^>K.^ 
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copies thereof fent to their feveral tenants. I am 
deceived if any thing cotild fooner defeat this exe- 
crable dcfign of Wood. This would inunediately 
give the alarm, andfet the kingdom on their guard; 
this would give courage to the mcaneft tenant and 
cottager. Haw long, Lord, righteous and true, 

I muft tell you in partkular, Mr. Harding, that 
you are much to blame. Several hundred per- 
ions have inquired at your houfe for- my letter to 
the Jhopkeepers, &c. and you had none to fell them. 
Pray keep yourfelf provided with tl^t letter, and 
with this : you have got veryWdl by the fimner ; 
but I did not then write for ]^our fake, any more. 
than I do now. Pray advertife both in evesyncws* 
paper ; and let it n6t be your fault or mine, if o|ir 
countrymen will ndt takie warning. I ddireyou 
tikewii^ tQ {ell them a$ cheap as you can,. 



Aug. 4- ^724,. 
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LETT E^R III. 

Some OBSERVATIONS upon a paper- 
called. The Report of the Committee of the' 
Moji Honourable the Privy Cuiniil of Eng^, 
land, relating to Wood's halfpence. 

To* thi Nobility, and Gentry of tlie kingdom of. 
Ireliind. . 

HAving already written two letters td the peo- 
ple of my o.vn level and condition, and ha- 
ving now very prcfling occallon for writing a ihirdy- 
LthoughtI.could.not more properly. addifcls it thJUl- 
to your Lordjhips and Ji'orjbips, 

The occaiion (s tkls : A printed paper was fent to - 
mconthe.i8thinftant, iut tied, *** A report of the 
** committee of the Lords of his Maj^ily's Moll 
*' HonQurable Privy Council in England, i-eJfiliniJ 
'• to Mr. .Wood's halfpence and farthing?.*' There 
is no mention made where the paper was printed ; 
but I fupppfe it to have .boon in Dublin: and I have 
been told^ that the copy did not come OTcr in the 
Gazette, but in the London Journal, or fome o- 
ther print of no authority or confequencc. And, . 
for any thing ^hat legally appears to the contrary, if 
may be a contrivance to // igkt us ; or a projc5i of 
fojM printer, who hatha mind 'to-' make a penny. 
by piioliihing fomething upon a fubject which now . 
employs all our. thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. 
Wood, in publifhlni; this paper, would infihuate 
to the world, as if the conuftiitcc had a greater 
concern for his credit and private c\-\\^\\x\x\vx\x^'^ci'^'^- 
Xr3 ^ • ^^:.^: 
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for the honour of the privy-cotmcil^ and both houfes 
of parliament here, and for the quiet and welfare oi 
this whole kingdom ; for it feems intended a vin» 
dication of Mr. Wood, not whhout feverarfcvcre 
rcfieAions on the houfes of Lords and Commons of 
Ireland, 

The whole is indeed written with the turn and 
air of a pamplet ; as if it were a difpute between 
William Wood, on the one part,, and the lordijuf' 
iices, privy-council, and hth houfes of parliament y 
on the other ; the defign of it being to clear Wil- 
liam Wood, and to charge the other fide withcaib 
ing rafh and groundlefs superiions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr. 
Wood hath treated the committee with great rude- 
nefsjby publilhinganaft of theirs in fo unbecoming 
a manner, without their leave, and* before it tvas 
communicated to the government and priv^*cQ\mal 
of Ireland, to whom the committee advifed that it 
fhould be tranfniitted. But, with all deference be 
it fpcken, I do not conceive that 1 report of a com- 
mittee of the council in England is hitherto a law in 
either kingdom ; and until any point is determined 
to be a law, it remains difputablc by every fubje&. 
This (may it pleafe your Lordjbips ancl Worflnpi) 
may fecm a ftrange way of difcourfing in an illite- 
rate fhopkeeper. I have endeavoured (although 
without the help of books) to improve that fmall 
portion of reafon God hath been pleafed to give mc; 
and when reafon plainly appears before mc, lean- 
not turn away my head from it. ThuSj for in- 
ftance, if any lawyer ihould tell me that foch a 
point were law, from which many grofs palpabk 
abfurdities muft follow ; I would not, I could not 
believe him . If Sir Ed wai'd Coke ihould poOtbcbr 

-affert, (which he no where does, but thediiw- 
contrary), that a limited prince could by preroga- 
tive oblige his fubje^ls to take half an ounce of leaid, 

A3Lmp^d virith his ima^e, fot ts^cnty (hillings in 
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gold, I'fiiould fwear he was deceived, or a deceiv*' 
ep; becaufe a power like that would leave the 
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at 
the merc]^ of the monarch ; yet this in effcA is" 
what Wood hath advanced in fome of his papers* 
and* what fufpicious people may poflibly apprehend, 
from fome pafiages.in that which is called the rr- 
port. 

That paper mentions ** fuch-perfons to have been^ 
^ examined^ who were defirous and willing to be 
** heard upon this fubjeft." I am told they were 
four in all ; Coleby, B — ^ , Mr. Finley the banker j 
and' one more, whofe name I know not. The firft 
of thefe was tried for robbing the trea^iiry in Ire- 
land : and though h^s^ was acquitted for want oF 
legal proof, yet every perfon in the court believed 
him to be guilty. 

But, fince I hare gone fb far as^to mention ^t^ 
ticular perfons, it may be fome fatisfaftion to knovr 
who id this- Wood himfelf, that has the honour to 
have a whole kingdom at his mercy for almoin two 
yean togedien I find he is in the patent intiiled' 
Efquire^ although' he were underftood to be only 3 
hardvimr§man ;. and fo I have been bold to calUhim 
m my fosmer letters ; however, a 'Squire be i*, nor 
only by virtue of his patent, but by having been a 
collector in Shropihire ; where pretending tp have 
been, robbed, and fuingthe couhty, he was caft, and 
for'thc infamy of the faft loft his employment. 

I have heard another ftory of this 'Squire Wood 
from a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton 
told her, , Hamilton was fent for fix years ago by 
Sir Ifaac Newton to try the coinage of four men^ 
who then folicited a patent for coining halfpence 
fair Ireland ; their names were Wood, Coftor, El» 
liAoBy and Parker. Parker made the faireft offer, 
and Wood the worft ; for his coin were three lialf* 

Beace in a pound- weight lefs value than the othcx « 
J which k 1$ piaio^ with wlvax *mxca\\^3nx%\3ift. ^^v^ 
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cited liis patent ; but not fo plain how he obtained 
it. 

It is alkdgcd in the faid paper called the report^ 
tk.it upon repeated orders from a- fecretary of ilate 
for fending over fuch papers and witnefles asiliould- 
be thought proper to fuppoi^ the objections madd 
againft the patent, (by bodi houfes of parliament)^, 
the Lord Lieutenant reprefcnted " tike great diffi- 
" culry he found himfelf in^ to comply with thefc 
*' orders : that none of the principal members of 
" both houfes who were in the King's fcrvice or 
" council, would take upon them to advife, how- 
** any material perfon, ^or papers^,. n^ight be lent o- 
•* ver on. this occafion," 6c. And this i^ oftea 
repeated, and rcpi-efented 3,8 '* a proceeding that 
" feems v«ry. extraordinary^ and; that in a matter- 
•* wh'ch had raifed fo great a clamour in Ireland,. 
** no one perfon could be prevaiKxL upoa^to come 
•* over from IrclimdJn fupport of the united fenfe* 
** of both houfes of parliament in Ireland ; efpc-- 
" cially that the chief diiFicuhy- ihould arifc from' 
** a general apppehenfion of a mifcarriage, in aa'. 
«* inquiiy before his Majefty^ or in^a proceeding 
** by due courfe of law, in a cafe where both hou- 
** fes of parliament had declared themfdves fo fiil-i 
" ly convinced, and fatisfied upon evidence, and 
" examinations taken in the molt folema manner.*! 

How (Ivall I, a poor, ignorant fhopfceeper, utterly 
unlkilled in. 4aw, be able to anfwer fq weighty anr 
objedlion? I wi'l try/what can«be done by plain 
reafon, unaflifted by art, cunning, . or eloquence/. 

In my humble opinion,, the committee of conn* 
cil hath already prejudged the. whole cafe, by.cali< 
ing the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament in 
Ireland, an univerfal clamour. Here the addreilb 
of the Lords and Coinmons of Ireland againft? 
ruinous, deflnKftive prpje^): of an . obfcure, fin^ 
linden aker, . is called a ddmour. I defire to kooKi 
Aow fuch a. ftyle wovAd \>^ i^fcxxicd in . EnglanJ 
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from a committee of council there to- a jpailiament ; 
sind how many impeachments would follow upon 
k f But fuppbfing the appellation to be proper, I 
never hcanl of a wife minifter, who defpifed the 
iwiverfal clamour of a people ; and if that clamour 
caa be quieted by difappointing the fraudulent prac- 
tice of a fingle perfon, the purchafe is not exorbi- 
tant. 

liut in anfwer to this objeftion, firft, it is mani- 
feft, that if this coinage had been in Ireland, with 
fuch limitations as have been formerly fpecified in 
other patents, and granted to perlons of this king- 
dom, or even of England, able to give fufficicnt 
fccority, few or no inconveniencics could have 
happened. As to Mr. Knox's patent mentioned in 
the report^ fccurity was given in to the exchequer, 
that the patentee ihould upon all demands be obli- 
ged to receive his halfper,ce back^ and pay gold or 
iilver in exchange for them. And Mr. Moor (to 
vhom I fuppofe that patent was made over) was in 
1 694 forced to leave off coining before the end of 
that year, by the great crouds of pieople continual - 
lyofffering to return his coinage upon liim. la 
1^98 he coined again, and was torced to give over 
|br flie fame reafon. This entirely alters the cafe; 
for there is no fuch condition in Wood's patent ; 
^rhich cofiditioh was worth a hundred times all o- 
Cher limitations whatfbever. * 
^ :Ptit the caft, that the two houfes of LorAs and 
Cmnmons ^EhgUnd, and the privy couricit ihere^ 
fliould addrefs his Majefty to recall a patent, from 
-whence they apprehended the moft ruinous confe- 
taaences to the whole kingdom ; and to make it 
ftronger if poi&ble, that"the wiiole nation ahnoft to 
a man- fhoiild thereupon difcover the moft difmal 
apprehenlions', (as Mr. Wood ftiles them) ; would 
Bis Majefty debate half an hour what he had to do ? 
would any minifter dare advife him agzivaft. Ttc-^iJ^vw^ 
fych a patent i or wpuld the maxt^x be tel^x^^^ v^ 
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the privy council, or to Weftminftcr-ha'l ; the two 
houil's of parlisimcnt plaintite, and William Wood 
defendant ? and is there even tlie fmalleft dkffjrence 
between the two cafes ? 

Were not the people of Ireland born as free as 
tliofe of England ? how have they forfeited their 
freedom ? is not their parliament as fair a rcpre- 
fentative of the people as that of England; and 
and hath not their privy council as great, or a 
greater ihare in the adminiOration of public affairs?' 
are not they fubjefts of the fame King? 
does not the {;ime funfliine upon them I 
and have they not th^ fame God for their 
proteflor ? am. I a freeman in England, and do I 
become a flave in fix hours by croffing the chan- 
nel ? No wonder then if the boldeft perfoss were 
cautious to intcrpofe in a matter already determined 
by the whole voice of the nation.; or t£> prefume to 
sepi-efent the reprefentatives of the kingidom ; and 
werejiuftly appsehenfive of meeting fuch a treatment 
as they would deferve at the next fcffibn. It would' 
feem very extcaordinary, if an io^ierior court iiv 
England fliould take a matter out of the hands^ 
o£ the high court of parliament during a proro- 
gation, and decide it againil the opinion of both 
houfes. 

It happens however, that akhougK no perfoof^ 
were ft> bold as to go over asi evidences to prove the 
tJruth of the objections made againft this patent by 
tjie high court of parliament here>. yet thefe ob* 
je^jons ftand good^ notwithftanding tbei anfwera 
made by Mr. "Wood and. his council. 

The report fays, tliat,. " upon, an aflay made of 
*' the finpnefs,. weight, aoni^irAlue of this copper, 
•^ it exceeded in^ every article," Thi* b poffible c- 
nough in.the pieces upon tvhich the ailay was made: 
but Wood muft have failed very much in point of 
dexterity, if he had not taken care to provide a 
i^fficiem quautity a£ . (ucVi half^cncft iia would beac 
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the trial > which he was well able to do, altho^ 
they ivere taken oui of fever a I parcels \ fincc ic is 
now plain, that the bias of favour hath beca 
wh jlly on his fide, 

•But what need is there ofdifputing, when we 
have a pofitivc demon ft rat ion of Wood's fraudu- 
lent practices in this point ? I have fecn a large 
quantity of thcfe heilfper,ce wtighcd by a very ikilful 
•pcrfon, which were of four different kinds, three 
of them confidcrably under weight. I have now 
before me an exaft computation of the difference 
of weight between thefe four forts ; by which it ap- 
pears, that the fourth fort, or the lighted, differs 
from the firft'to a degree, that in the coinage of 
three hundred and iixty tons of copper the potenta 
will be a gainer, only by that difference, of twenty* 
four thoufand four hundred and ninety-four 
pounds ; and in the whole the public will be a lofcr 
of eighty-two thoufand one liundred and fixty- 
eight pounds fixteen fliillings, even fuppofing tht 
metal in point of goodnefs to anfwer Wood's con- 
traft, and the ajfay that hath been made, which it 
infallibly doth not. For this point hath likewifc 
bttii inquired into by very exwrienced men ; who, 
upon feveral trials on many of thefe halfpence, have 
fbttnd them to be at leaftone fourth part below the 
real v^hie, not inckiding the raps or counterfeits 
that he, or his accomplices, hiwe already made of his 
own coin, arid Scattered about. Now, .he coinage o^ 
three himdred and fixty tons of copper, coined by the 
weight of die fourth or lighttft fort of his half- 
pence, will amount to one hundred twcnty-tAvo 
ihoufand four hundred eighty-eight pounds fixtecn 
Shillings ; and, if we fubtraft a fourth part of the 
Tial 'ei'alue hy the hafe mixture in the metal, we muft 
Add to the public lofs'one fourth part to be fubtrafl- 
tcd from the intrinfic value of the copper ; which 
In three hundred and fixty tons ^tcvo^wXA \» \s?ci 
thoufuoil ^ni eighty pounds i and X\vi«» ?A^t.^ ^^ "^^ 
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former ftiro of eighty-two thoufand one htindrtfd 
fixty-cight pounds Ijxteen fliillings, will make in all 
ninety-two thOufind two hundred forty-eight 
|K)unds lofs to the public; befides the raps vr 
counterfeits that he may at any time hereafter 
think fit to coin. Nor do I know whether he rec- 
kons the Jn/i excluOf^ or indu^ve with his three 
hundred and fixty tons of copjier ^ ^whick how- 
ever will make a conlidcrable difibreitce tn the ac» 
-count. 

You will here plcafe to obferve, that the profit 
allowed to Wood by the patent is twdve pfence out 
of evciy pound of copper, valued at one Ihilling 
and iixpcnce, whereas five pence only is allowed for 
coinage of a pound weight for the Ehgliih half* 
4vnce ; and this difference is sAmofk 2^ pe^r cent. 
which is double to the higheft exchange of tnoner, 
even under all the addititonal preflurcs and obftnic- 
tions to trade that this unhappy kingdom lies at 
prefent. This one circumftance, in the coinage of 
three hundred and fixty tbns of copper, makes a 
dificrence of twenty-feven thtkifand ffevdii hundred 
and twenty pounds between Englilh and Irilh half- 
pence ; even allowing thofe of Wood to be all of 
the heavieft fort. 

It is likcwile to be confidered, that for every 
halfpenny in a pound weight, exceeding the num- 
ber direfted by the patent. Wood will be a gainer 
in the coinage of three hundred and fixty tons of 
copper, fixtccn hundred and eighty pounds profit 
more than the patent allows him ; out of w hich be 
may afibrd 10 make his comptrollers cnfy upon that 
article. 

As to what is alledged, that ihefc halfpence far 
exceed iht like coinage for Irchmd in the reigns of 
hisMajefty's prcddceirors 5 thiere cannot tvcll be 1 
more exctipt-ionitble way of arguing, although the 
fa<5twcre true': which however is altogether mi^ 
taik^n^ not by at^y tav\\t vci xYia cwotcaui^e^ butbr 
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ike fraud and ioipofiuonof Wood) who certainly 
produced the worft patterns lie could find ; fuch at 
were coined in fmaU numbers by pcrmijjions to pri* 
vait men^ as butchers halfpena blnck-dogs^ and others 
the like ; or.perha.ps the unall St.Patrcik*s coin^ which 
pafleth now for a farthings or at beft fonie of the 
imalleft raps of the lateft kind. For I have now by 
me halfpence coined in the year 1680 by virtue of the 
patent granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which was 
renewed to Knox> and they are heavier by a ninth 
pait than chofc of Wood, and of much better 
metal ; and the great St. Patrick 'b halfpena arc yet 
larger than either. 

But what u all this to the {>rcrcnt debate : if, un- 
der the various exigencies of former times, by wars, 
rebellions, and infurreAions, the kings of England 
were Ibmetimes forced to pay their armies here with 
mixed or bafe money ? God forbid that the necef- 
iities of turbulent times fhould be a precedent for 
times of peace, and order and fetdemcnt. 

In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord 
Dartmouth in the reign of King Charles U. and re- 
newed to Knox, the (ccuritics given in to the exche- 
quer, obligingthe patentee to receive his money back 
upon every demand, were an cfie£lual remedy a- 
gainftall inconveniencies : and the ccpper was coined 
tn our kingdom ; fo that we were in no danger to 
purchafe it with the lofs of all our filver and gold 
carried over to another, nor to be at the trouble of 
going to England for the redreiling of any abufc. 

Tnat tlie kings of -.England have exercifed their 
prerogative of coining copper for Ireland and for 
England, is nottheprcfcnt queflion : but, to fpeak 
in the ftile of the report, it would feem a little ex- 
traordinary, fuppoilnga king ihould think fit to 
exercife his prerogative by coining copper in Ire- 
land to be current in England, without referring it 
to his officers in that kingdom to be ItiCoxtcv^^^ 
whether the gnint were rea(Qvvab\c, airA Nt^'Ocwtx 

Voc. III. Y ^^ 
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the people ddired it or nq, and wthout regard to 
the addrefles of his parliament againft it. God fw* 
bid that fo mean a man as I ihould meddle ^vith the 
King's prerogative : but 1 have heard very >vife men 
fay, that the King's prerogative is bounded and li- 
mited by the good and welfare of his pcojile. • I dc- 
iiTC to know, "Avhether it be not understood and a- 
vowed, that the good of Ireland was intended by 
this patent ? But Ireland is not confulted at all ia 
the matter ; and, as foon as Ireland is in- 
fonncd of it, they declared againft it : The two 
lioufes of parliament and the privy council addrefs 
his Majcfty upon tlic mifchiefs apprehended by fuch 
a patent; the privy council in England take the 
matter out of tlic parliament's cognifance ; the good 
of the kingdom is dropt ; and it is now determined^ 
' tliat Mr. Wood Ihall have the power of ruining a 
whole nation for his private advantage. 

I never can fuppofe, that fuch patents as thefc 
were originally granted with a view of being a /^^ for 
the intereft of a particular perfon to the dcunage of 
the public. Whatever profit muft arife toihe^tf- 
tenteey was furely meant at bcft but as a fecondary 
motive ; and lince fomebody muft be a gainer, the 
choice of the perfon was made either by favour or 
fomething elfe, or by the pretence of merit and ho^ 
nelly : this argument returns fo often and fo ftrongly 
into my head, that I cannot forbear frequently re- 
peating it. Surely his Majefty, when he confented to 
the pafling of tliis patent, conceived he was doing 
an aft of grace to his moft loyal fubjefts of Irelanc^ 
without any regard to Mr, Wood, farther than as 
an inftrument ; but the people of Ireland tliink this 
patetit (intended, no doubt for their good) to be a 
moft intolerable grievance; and therefore Mr. 
Wood can never fucceed without an open avowal, 
tliat his profit is preferred not only before 
the intereft, but the very fafety and being of 
^^Arat kingdom *, and ?l V^ivvo^diom d\ftkie^iflied for 
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&a loyalty perhaps above aE others upon earth : not 
turned from its (Jury by the *^ jurifdiclion of the 
** hotifc of Lords, aboliflicd at a ihokc, by the 
•* ixardihip^of the aft of navigation newly inforccci, 
** by all poffiblc obftruftions in trade,'* and by a 
hundred other inilances, enough to (ill this paper; 
aor was. there ever among us the leaft "attempt to- 
wxtd^^ an mfureftion in favours of the pretender. 
Therefore, whatever jiiftice a free people can claim, 
we have at leaf): an equal title to it with our brethren 
in England ; and whatever grace a good prince can 
beflow on the moft hyal fuhjeSfs^ we have reafon to 
expeft it ; neither has this kingdom any way de- 
lerved to be facrificcd to one fingiCy rapaciattSy ob- 
fiurfy ignominious projcftor. 

Among other claufes mentioned in this patent to 
fliewhow advantageous it is. to Ireland, there is one 
which feems to be of a fingular nature : that the 
patent a Ihall be obliged, during his term " to pay 
** eight hundred pounds a-year to tlie crown, and 
** two hundred pounds a-yeai- to the comptroller.** 
X have heard indeed, that the King's council do al- 
ways confider in the pafling of ^patent, whether it 
will be of advantage to the crown ; but I have 
likewife heard, that it is at the fame confidered, 
whether paffing of it may be injurious to any other 
perfons^ or bodies politic ? However, although 
the attorney and foiicitor be fcrvants to the King, 
and therefore bound to confult his Majefty*s inte- 
reft ; yet I am under fome doubt, whether eight 
hundred pounds a-year to the crown would be e- 
quivalent to the ruin of a kingdom. It would be 
far better for us to have paid 8000 pounds a-year 
into his Majefty's coffers in the midft of all our 
taxes, (which in proportion are greater in this king- 
dom than ever they were in England, even during 
the war), than purchafe fuch an addition to the re- 
venue at tlie price of our utter ur/'.oir<?. 
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But here it is plain^ that fottrtcen thoiiiSuKi 
pounds are to be paid by Wood only as a JmaU^ 
circumjlanual cha];ge for the purckafe of his patint : 
ivhac were his other vijible cofis I know not ; and 
wliat were his latent^ is variouily conjeAnred ; but 
he muft be furely a man of fome wonderful merit.. 
Hath he faved any other kingdom at his own ex- 
penccj to give him a tide of reimburfing himfeif 
by the dJliuSlion of ours ? Hath he difcovered the 
longitude^ or the univerfal medicine ? No; but be 
hath found the phibfopher^s Jione after a new man* 
ner, by debafing of copper^ and refoWing to force 
it upon us for gold. 

When the two hoiifes reprefented to his Majeftyi. 
that this " patent to Wood was obtained in a clan- 
'' defVine manner," iiirdy the committee could not 
think the parliament would iniinuate, that it had 
not pafled in the common forms, and run through 
every oiSce where fees and perquifites were due. 
They know very well, that pcrfons in places were 
no enemies to grants ; and that the officers of the 
crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland * affirmed, it was a 
fecret to him ; and who will doubt of his veracity, 
efpecially when he fwore to- a perfon of quality, 
from whom I had it, that Ireland fhould never be 
troubled with thefe halfpence It was a fecret to- 
the people of Ireland, who were to be the only fuf- 
ferers ; and thofc who bcft know the ftate of the 
kingdom, and were moft able to advile in fuch an 
affair, were wholly ftrangcrs to it. . 

It is allowed by the report^ that this patent was 
paffed witliout the knowledge of the chief govcr* 
nor, or officeps of Ireland : and it is there elabo- 
rately flicwn, that ** former, patents- have paffed in 
•* the fame manner, and arc good inlaw.'* lihall 
not difpute the legality of patents, but am ready to 

* Duke of GrftfiQii^ 
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ftlp^fe it in his M;ijcfty*3 power to jjriM.'. :j j) t •■;» 
for ftamping round bit-? of topper to c.\n')' M t* 't 
fto hath. Therefore, to lay allele tlic poli'.t of liv/, 
t -would only put the qucflioii, whcUur in rcafinj* 
and juftice' it would not have been proper in an aF- 
fair upon which the " welfare of inc kingdom dt* 
*i pcndv," thdt the f^iid kingdom fhouhl have ft*- 
ceivcdt timely notice ; ami the matter not be carrif*(l 
on between the patentee and the ollircr.i of the 
crown, who were to be the only gainers by it. 

The parliament, who in matieiMi of this naiui': 
are the moft able and fiilthFul connfcllots, did vc^ 
prcfent this grant to be ** dcftruflivc (;F tradr, and 
'* dgflgcrolis to the propcrtie5j oF the pcojih: :'* t'» 
which the only anfwcr is, That •• the ikiiij^ h;»th a 
'* prerogative to make futli a grint." 

It is afferted, That in the patent to Kro': iii- 
" halfpence arc made and dcclarrd tlic ri::rs*i^* 
** coin of the kin;',(lom ;" wham", in r|.!* ' 
Wood, there is only a ** ))OU'rr giv,?n lo ii'li.- i-:r. 
** to fuch as will receive them.'* The aiiilior; '>' 
the report, I think, do n»n adiriTi, that the Ki- .r 
i?an, by Ifnu, declare anjf ihlnj] ^o he r prrr nr y.virj 
by his letters patents, t dare fiiy tlj 7 v»!ll rc^ r.f- 
firm it ; and if Knox's patent (onTnj jr'j iri it pow- 
er* contrary to law, why is it menric/ncd r. ; :) pre 
cedent in his MajcHy's ** Jnfl: .lud m'^r'::ii*i] rrlgnr" 
But although that clanfc be r.or in VV'ood't parent, 
yet poflibly there are others ''Iv: legality whereof 
may be equally doubted ; at.d particularly rbnt 
ivhereby " a power is given t'> Wiriam V/ood to 
*• break into houfcs in fciirch of any c(*',n i^a*!*^ ?.^ 
*' imitation of his." This may perhn|yn l>e liffirm* 
cd to be illegal and dangerous to the lihc*. ty oF ific 
flibjc^ ; yet thl» is a precedent ia!<(:n From Knox'3 
patent, where the fame power is granted ; and is a 
ftrong inflance, what uies may be fonietlmcii ir.adr 
of precedents. 

But althoiiffh> before the paCRnti q5 ^\v» y*-'^^'^^* 
Y 3 
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it Wis not thought neccflary to confult any perfons 
of tills kingdom, or make the leaft inquiry, whe- 
ther copper money were wanting among us ; yet 
now at lengthy when the matter is over, when the' 
patent hath long pafTcd, when Wood hath already 
coined fcventeen thoufand pounds, and hath his 
rv)ols and implements prepared to coin fix times as- 
much more, the committee hath been pleafed to 
make this affair the fubjeft of inquiry ; Wood is 
permitted to produce his evidences, which confift^ 
as I have ah-eady obferved, of four in number, 
whereof Coleby, B , and Mr. Finley the bank- 
er, are three. And thefe were to prove, that cop- 
per money was extremely wanted in Ireland. The 
firft had been out of the kingdom almoft twenty 
years, from the time that he was tried for robbing 
the treafury ; and therefore his knowledge and cre- 
dibility are equal. Mr. Finley, one of the other 
witnelfes, honeflly confefled, that he was ignorant 
whether Ireland wanted copper money or no ; but 
his whole intention was to buy a certain quantity 
from Wood at a Urge dijcounty and fell them as 
well as he could ; by AVhich he hoped to get two or 
three thoufand pounds for himfelf. 

But fuppofe there were not one lingle halfpenny 
of copper coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr. 
Wood feems to intend, unlefs we come to his terms, 
as appears by employing his emiflarics to buy up 
Wy old 6nes at a penny in the fhilling more than 
they pafs for), it could not be any real evil to us, 
although it might be fome inconvenience i, We have 
many forts of fmall filver coins to which they arc 
ilrangers in England ^ fuch as the French thnc 
pences^ four pence holfpenniesy and eight pence far- 
things J the Scotch fivepences and tenpences befides, 
their tvjentypsnces and three and four pences^ by 
which we arc able to make change to a halfpenny 
of almoft any piece of gold or filver ; and if we 
xrd driven to the tx^cOiv^iiX. ^ ^ feafeci card with the 
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little gold and fllvcr ftill remaining, it will, I fiip- 
pole, be fomewhat better than co have nothing left 
but Wood's adulterated copper'^ whith he is nei^ 
fixer obliged by his patent^ nor hitherto abU hf 
his ejlate to make good. 

The report farther tells us^ ic mvfi biadmktedy that 
letters patents y under the great fea I of Grczt Britain^. 
fir coining copper -money for Ireland, are legal arid 
obligator}' f ajuft and reaJbnabU extrcife of hii Majef 
ty^s royal prerogative^ and in notnanner dero^ato'^y^ or 
invajive rf any liberty or privilege of his jubje6ls of 
Ireland. Firft, we defira to know, why his Majel-^ 
ty's prerogative might not have been as well aflerted, 
by paifing this patent in Ireland, and fubjedting the 
feveral conditions of the contraft to the infpedioQ 
of thofe who are only concerned, as was formerly 
done in the only precedents for patents granted for 
coining in this kingdom, fince the mixed money in 
Q^een Elifabeth's time during the difficulties of a 
rebellioii • whereas now, upon the grcateft impoli- 
tion that can ppffibly be praftifed, we muft go to 
England wiih our complaints ; where it hath been 
for fome time the fafhion to think, and to affirm, 
that lue cannot be too hardly vfed. Again, the re^ 
port fays, that fuch patents are obligatory. After 
long thinking, I am not able to find out, what can 
poffibly be meant here by this word obligatory. The 
patent of Wood neither obligeth hini to utter his 
coin, nor us to take it ; or if- it did the latter, it 
would b^ fo far void, becaufe no patent can oblige, 
the fubjeft againft law ; unlefs an illegal patent 
pafTed in one kingdom, can bind another^ and not 
itfelf. 

Laftly, it is added, that ** fuch patents are in no 
" manner derogatory, or invaiive of any liberty 
-** or privilege of the King's fubjefts of Ireland/* 
If this propoiition.be true, as it is here laid down, 
without any limitation either expreffed or im^liedV 
k muft follow, that a king o£ Eu^^yA ixvac^ 'ax. -wx^ 
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time coin copper money for Ireland, aud oblige 
his fubjefb here to take a' piece of copper under 
the value of half a farthing for half a crown » as 
was pradifed by the late King James ; and even 
without that arbitrary prince's excufe from the nc- 
ceffity. and exigencies of his af&irs* If this be ia 
no manner ** derogatory, nor invafive of any liber- 
*' ties or privileges of the fubje£b of Ireland/' it 
bught to have been exprefied what our Uhsrties and 
privileges are, and whether we have any at all ; for 
in fpecifying the word Ireland^ inftead of {aying his 
Majejiys fubjeclSf it would feem^ to iftfimiate,. that 
we are not upon the fame foot with our fdlow-fub* 
jeAa in England 'f which, howevo: the practice ma; 
have been, I hope wiUi never be dire£Uy aflerted \ 
foT I do not underftaod that Poining's adl: deprived 
us of our liberty^ but only changed the manner of 
pafllng laws here, (which however was a pmuer moil 
indire^ly obtained), by leaving the negative to the 
two houfes of parliament* But waving aU contro- 
verflcs relating to the legiflature^- no perfon^ I be- 
lieve, was ever yet fo bold as- to affii*m, that the 
people of Ireland' have not the fame title to the be- 
nefits of the CGtnmon lav^ with the reft of hisMaje- 
fty's fubjecls ; and therefore, whatever liberties or 
privileges the people of England enjoy by ccmmw 
law, we of Ireland have the fame ;. fo that, in my 
humble opinion, the word Ireland ftanding in that 
propofition was, in the mildeft interpretaiioni zlapjt 
of the pen^ 

The report farther aflerts, that ** the precedents 
** are many, wherein cafes of great importance to 
** Ireland, and which immediately affefted the in- 
** terefts of that kingdom, fuch as warrants, or- 
" ders, and direftions by the authority of the King 
" and his predeceflbrs, have been iffued under the 
*' royal lign-manual wixhout any previous reference 
** or advice of his Majefty's officers of Irelatul, 
^^ which have always \iad xkw due force, and have 
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**• been punftually complied with and obeyed;'* It 
may be fo^ and I. am heactily forry for it ; becaufe 
k may prove an eternal iburce of difcontent. How* 
ever^ among all. thefe precedent s^ there is not one 
of a^ patent for coining: money for Ireland. 

There is nodiing hath perplexed me more than 
this.doArine of precedents. If a job is to be done, 
and upon Dearcfaing records you find it hath been 
done before, there wiU not want a lawyer to jiiftify 
the legality of it by producing his precedent Sj with- 
out ever confidering the motives and circumftances 
that firfli introduced them ; the neceffity, or turbu«» 
lence, or iniquity of times ; the corruptions of mi- 
sifters, or the arbitrary difpofition of the prince 
then reigning. And I have been told by perfona 
eminent in the law, that the worft actions which 
human nature is capable of, may be juftified by the 
feme doftrine. How the firft precedents began of 
determining ca&a of the higheft importance to Ire- 
land, and immediately affe£ting its interefts, with* 
out any previous reference or advice to the King's- 
^fiicers here, may (bob be accounted for. Before 
^is kingdom was entirely seduced by the fubmiffioa 
of Tyi-one in the laft year of Queen Elifabcth's 
reign,, there was a period of four hundred y< .irs, 
which was a various fcene of war and peace be- 
tween the Engliih pale and the Iri(h natives ; and 
the government of that part of this idand^ which- 
lay in the Engliih hands, was in many things undet 
the immediate adminiftration of the King : filver 
and copper were oftea coined here among us ; and 
once at leaft upon great neceffity a mixed or bafc 
metait wa& ient from England. The reign of King 
James I. was. employed in fettling the kingdom- 
after Tyrone's rebellion ; and this nation flouriih*- 
ed extremely till the time of the maflSicw, 1^41. 
In that difficult juncture of afiairs tlte. nobility 
and gentry coined their own plate here itiD>ifcir?- 
Hn^ 
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Bj all thai I cut difcovcr, tke copper coin of 
Ireland, for tliree hundred years paft, coniifted of 
iinaU pence and halfpence;^ jvluch particnlar men 
|uul Ucence to coin^ and were current only within^ 
certain towns and^diftri^) according 'to the per- 
gonal credit of the owner who uttered them, and 
was bound to receive them again ; whereof I have 
ieen many forts ; neither have I heard of any pa- 
tent granted for coining copper for Eeeland; till the 
reign of King Charles II. which was in the year 
1680, to George Legge, Lord Dartmoath ;- and 
renewed by King Jamcs'II. in the 6r& year of his 
reign (1685} to John Knox. Both patents -were 
paifed in Ireland; and in both the patentees- were 
bound to receive their coin, again from any that 
would offer them twenty fhillinga of it^ for which 
they were obliged to pay gold or filver. 

llie patents both of Lord Darttnouth and Kinox 
wei-e referred to the Attorney-General here, and 
a report made accordingly ; and both, as I have 
already faid, were paiied' in this kingdom. Knox 
had only a patent for the remainder of the term 
granted to Lord Dartmouth ; the patent expired in 
1 701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor to have 
it renewed, the matter was referred hither ; and 
upon the report of the attorney and folicitor, that 
it was not for his Majefly's fervice^ or the intcreft 
of the nation, to have it renewed, it was; rejeftcd 
by King William. It fhould therefore feem veiy 
g xtraordinary^ that a patent for coining copper half- 
pence, intended and profeiled foe the good of the 
kingdom, fhould be pallbd without once xoniuh- 
ing that kingdom, for the good of which it is de- 
clared to be intemled ; and this upon the applica- 
tion of a poor J private J obfcur^ meSbanic ; and a pa- 
tent of fuch a nature, that as loon as ever the 
kingdom is informed of its being paiTed, they cry 
out unanimouily againft it as ruinous and difim^ivf,. 
The reprefentatives o£ tkt t^-^xSoix Vev ^•liamenr. 
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Jind the pnvy council, addrefs the King to have k 
•recalled ; yet the patentee-^ fiich ax)Re as I have d6^ 
fci-ibed, fhall prevail to have this patent approted ; 
and his private intereft (hall weigh down the applf- 
cation of a whole kingdom. "St. Paul fays, ** All 
*< things are lawful, but all things are ^ot expedi- 
** cnt." We arc anfwered, -that this patent is law- 
ful : but is it expedient? We read, that the high- 
prieft faid, ** It was ^expedient that one man 
•** fhould die for the peop^ ;" and this was a moft 
wicked proportion : but thact a ^ •w^hole nation 
** ihould die for onejnan^*' was never heard of 
^before. 

But becaufe muclitvcJght fe laid V)n the precedents 
of other patents for coining copper- for Ireland, I 
will fet this matter im as clear -a light as I can. 
Whoever hath read die report ^ will be apt to think, 
that a dozen precedents at leaft could be produced 
of copper coined for Ireland, by virtue of parent^ 
paifed in England; and that the coinage was there 
too ; whereas I am confident, there cannot be one 
precedent fhewn of a patent paffed in England for 
coining copper for Ireland for above an hundred 
yeai-s paft ; and if tliere wei'e any before, it mud: 
be in times of confofion. The only patents I could 
ever hear of, arc fhofe alrcndy mentioned to Lord 
Dartmouth and Knox, the former in 1680, and the 
latter in 1685. Now, let us compare thefe patents 
with that granted to Wood. Firft, the patent to 
Knox, which was under the fame conditions as that 
granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paffed in Ireland; 
the government and the attorney and foiicitor gene- 
ral making report, that it would be ufeful to this 
kingdom. 

The patent was pafled with the advice of the 
King*T council here ; the patentee was obliged to re- 
ceive his coin from thofe who thought themfclvcs 
lurch argcd, and to give gold ^nd fiher fov \\, l^-^^- 

ly, the pBteniee was uy pay on\y 16 1. 1*^ 1. ^4• \^'^ 

cnTvum 
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^rmum to the crovm. Then, as to the execution 
of that pateiit ; firft, I find the halfpence were miT/^ 
ed^ whkh, as it is ()f -great itie to prevent couoter- 
ifeits, (and therefore induftrioufly avoided by Wood), 
fo it was an addition «o the charge of ooins^ge. 
And as for the weight and goodneft of the metal, 
I have ieveral bulfpeme now by. me, maay of which 
weigh a ninth part more than thofe coined by 
Wood ; and bear the fire aad hammer a great dcd 
better, and, which h no trifle, the impreffion is 
fairer and deeper. I grant :indeed, that many of 
the latter coios^je yidd'm weight to fome of Wood's, 
by zfrmud natural to fuch patentees ; but not fo im- 
mediately after the gr&nt, tod before the coin grew 
current ; t9c in thn circumftance Mr. Wood muft 
ferve for a. precedent in future times. 

Let us how examine thb new patent granted to 
William Wood. It pafled upon very falfe fuggcf- 
tions of his own and of a few confederates : it 
pafTed in England without the leaft -reference hi- 
ther ; it pafled unknown to ihe very Lord Lieute- 
nant, then in England. Wood is impowered to 
coin one hundred and eight thoufanU pounds, and 
all the officers in the kingdom (civil and military) 
are commanded in the report to countenance and 
alllft him. Knox had on^ power to utter what he 
would take, and was obliged ^* to receive his coin 
*^ back again at our demand, and to enter into fe- 
** cuviiy for fo doing." Wood's halfpence arc not 
milled^ and therefore more eafily counterfeited bf 
himfelft as well as by others. Wood pays a thou- 
land pounds per annum for thirteen years : Knox 
paid only (ixteen pounds fourteen fliiliings and four 
pence per annum for twenty-one years. 

It was the report that fet me the example of mak- 
ing a compariibn between thofe two patents, where- 
in the commiltee was grofsly milled by the falfe re- 
prefcntation of William Wood j as it was by ano- 
ciicr aiiertiou, ihattcveuWtAxtd. tons of copper 
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were coined during the twenty-one years of Lord 
Dartmotith's ajiid Knox's patents. Such a quantity 
of copper at the rate of two ihillings and. eight 
pence ^^r pound would amount to about an>hun» 
drcd and ninety ihoufand pounds ; ^vh^ich was yciy 
near hs much astlte cyn-ent. cuih of ,the Idngicjpaa 
m ^hoft days ; yet, diuing that pi5l>.pd^ Ir/ej^iud \yia? 
ndver known to nave too much cppp<ir .co^n;; and 
for feveral years therv* was no . coining *at all-: . be- 
fides, I am affured, that, upon inquiring i" to thtt 
cuftom-houfe books, all ,^he copper. impqrjt<ed ii^to 
this kingdom from i6Sy^i.<),n(}i^2,, .wUich .iiKli;ides 
eight years of the twep^5^-,^l<a (li>^JSde6\5)^e, yeair 
allowed fjT the urOUbles);dtid. aot <e»^ce4-»fov<;y"r 
feven tons; Ahd w^-cfiunicil ilipv>c>fc::eveii tn^jt. fmkill 
quantity to have been wholly ftppli^,tq coinage ; 
fo that I believe tj[ier<;< was- nbver any compaiiibu 
more- unluckily made, of fo dcftru^tivc'vpf.thc dc- 
fign for which it was 'produced. ,.,.,..• 

The pfalnaiibi'e^koiiia it- an cflixSt.pfr (Jod's. anger, 
V(h£rk.ke\'fiiti,thytik p^^pk fi^ fi9^gf^P.y [<^, taktth .no 
mvn^y four il?^ni,'i'Sts^t\\\yc fuive grqady offended 
God by the .'vtickbdnefs of our lives,, is ;not to be 
drfputed; but Ouu King wq have not offended in 
word or deed; and- although he be .God's vicege- 
rent i»poQ<artb 9 lie wilj'not punifli us for any of- 
fcnces>;;except;.thofe wje ihali commit againft his le- 
gal authority^ hi* facrjed perfon (which God pre- 
fcrTe)y orthe ii^9 of the land. 
• ^nicrr/or^ is- very profufe in arguments, that Ire- 
land' is in great want of copper-money. Who were 
thfiwitnefles to prove ic^ hath b.:en Ihewn already : 
but,, in. the name of God, who are to be judges ? 
Does not the nation beft know its own wants ? Both 
houfes- of parliament, the privy-council, and the 
wliole.body of the people, declare the contrary, Or^ 
let the wants be what they wiil, we deiire that they 
may not be fupplied by Mr. Wood : we know ou^ 
own wants but too well; they arc maw^, -axA ^vve.- 

Vol. IIL Z n^nxs. 
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vous to be boi-ne, but quite of another kind. liCt 
Engl iji J ij'- iatislied : as tilings go, they will in a fhori 
time have uil.our goiJ and lilver, and may keep 
their adulterate copper at home, for we are deter- 
mined not to purchafe it. with our manufadhires, 
which Wood hath gracioufly offered to accept. Our 
iv 'iits arc not lo bad by a hundred part as the me- 
thod he hath taken to fupply them. He hath al- 
ready tried his faculty in New-England ; and I hope 
he will meet at leall with an equal reception here; 
whut that was, I leave to public intelligence, I am 
fupjx)fing a wild cafe ; that if there lliould be any 
perlon already receiving ^ monflrous penlion out of 
th.s kindom, who was inftrumental in procuring 
the y^. tdftt^ they have either not well confulted their 
own Intcrefls, or Wood muft put more drois into 
his copper, and ftill diminiili its weight. 

Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers of the 
King's revenue here had already given orders to all 
the inferior officers not to receive any of his coin; 
the report fays, that ** this cannot but be looked 
** upon as a very extraordinary proceeding," and 
contrary to the powers given in the patent. The 
committee fiiy, they * cannot advife his Majefty to 
'* give directions to the officers of the revenue 
'** here, not to receive or utter any of the faidcoia 
*^ as hath been defired in the addrefles of both hou* 
** fes;" but, on the contrary, they ** think it bodi 
'** juil: and reafonable, that the King fhould imme- 
** diately give orders to the commiffioneis of the 
** revenue, 2:c. to revoke all orders, &c. that may 
"** Jiave been given by them to hinder or obfbriift 
" the receivintj the faid coin." And accordingly, 
we are told, fuch orders are arrived. Now, this 
was a caft of Wood's politics; for his information 
was wholly falfe and groundlefs. which he knew 
very well; and that the comniiiiioners of the reve- 
nue here were all, except one, fent us from Eug- 
iajud, and love thcic employments too well to have 
k. taken 
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taken fiich a ftep : but Wood was wife enough to . 
coniider, that fuch orders of revocation would bfc 
an open declaration of the crown in his favour,-, 
would put the government here under a difficulty, 
would make a nbife^ and poffibly create fome ter- 
ror in the poor people of Ireland . And one great point 
he hath gained, that altho' any order s^ of revocation 
will be needlefs, yet a new order is to be fent (and per- 
haps is already here) to the commiffioners of the reve- 
nue, and all the king's officers in Ireland, thatWood's 
*• halfpence be fuffered and permitted, without any 
** let, fuit, trouble, moleftation, or denial of any 
** of the King's officers or minifters whatfdever, to 
•* pafs, and be received as. current money by fuch as 
** fhall be willing to receive them." In this order 
there is no exception; and therefore, as far as I 
can judge, it includes all officers ^ bothnvi/and iw/- 
fftary, from the Lord High Chancellor to a Jujiice of 
Peaciy and from the Gcnernl to an Enjign ; fo that 
"Wood's proje^ is not likely to fail for want o£ ma- 
nagers enough. For my own part, as things ftand, 
I. have but little regret to find myfelf out of the- 
mitnber ; and therefore I (hall continue in all hu- 
mility to exhort and warn my fellow-fubjefts never 
to receive oc utter this coin, which will reduce the 
kingdom to beggary by much quicker and larger 
fteps than have hitherto been taken . 

But it is needlefs to argue any longer. The mat- 
ter is come to an ifliie. His Majefty, pur/uant to 
the law^ hath left the field open between Wood and 
the kingdom of Ireland. Woo<l hath liberty to of- 
fer his coin, and we have law, reafouy liberty, and" 
necejfity to refufe it. A knavifli jockey may ride an 
old foundered jade about the market, but none arc 
obliged to buy it. I hope the words voluntary^ and 
willing to receive it, will be undcrftood and applied 
in their true natural meaning, as commonly un* - 
derjiood by Protejiants. For if a fierce captain comes 
to my fhop to buy fix yards of .fc^iAtx. c^a'^^ ^Ov- 
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lowed by a porter laden with a fack of Wood's coin 
upon his Ihould^rs ; if we are agreed about the 
price, and my fcarlei lies ready cut upon the count- 
er ; if he tlien gives me the word of command to 
receive my money in Wood's coin, and calls me a 
dijjffi^cd Jaabite Aif for refiifing it, (although I 
am as loyal a i'ubje^t as himfelf, and without hire)^ 
and thereupon itizes my cloth, leavingmc the price 
in this odious copper, nndbids me take my remedy: 
in this cafe I fliall hardly be brought to think that 
I am left to my cwn will, I Ihall therefore, on fuch 
occafions, firft order the porter aforefaid to go off 
with his pack ; and then fee the money in filver 
and go'd in my poflefiion before I cut or meaiure 
my cloth. But if a common foldier drinks his pot 
firlt, and then offers payment in Wood's halfpence^ 
the landlady may be under ibme difficulty ; for if 
flic complains to his captain or enfign, they are like- 
wife oiricers included in this general order for en- 
couraging thcfe halfpence to pafs as current money. 
If Ihc goes to a juftice of peace, he is alfo an o^ar, 
to whom this general order is directed. I do there- 
fore advifc her to follow my practice, which I have 
alreaiy bcii^un, and be paid for her goods before (he 
pans ^vi:Ii them. However, I Ihould have been con- 
tent, for fon^e rcafons that the military gentlemen 
had been excepted by name ; becaufe I have heard 
it faid, that their difcipline is beft confined within 
their own difl:ri<St. 

His Majcfly, in the conclufion of his anfwer to 
the addrcfs of the houfe of Lords againfl Wood's, 
coin is plea fed to fay, that he ivili do every thing in bis ' 
'joiver to the fatisfj^fion of his people. It fhould feem 
therefore, that the recalling the patent is not to be 
iinderftood as a thing in h's power. But, however, 
{met the law doth not oblige us to receive this coin, 
and confequently the patent leaves it to our volun- 
tary choice, there is nothing remaining to preferve 
us (ram ruin, but tVat xVvc >ff\io\c VLvcv^dom fhould 
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continue in a firm, determinate refolution never to 
receive or utter this fat^l coin. After which, let 
the officer Sy to whom ihefe orders are directed, (I 
wouhl willingly except the military), con^e with, 
their exhortations^ their arguments^ and their e/o" 
quencsy to perfuade us to fmd our intereft in our 
tmdoing. Let Wood and his accomplices travel 11- 
bout the country with cnrt-lcads of their worry and 
fee who will take it off their hands; there will be 
no fear of his being robbed ; for a highivayman 
would fcorn to touch it. 

I am only in pain how the conmiijf) oners of the 
revenue will proceed in this juncture ; becaufe, I am 
told, they are obliged by atTk of parliament to take 
nothing but gold and filvcr in payment for his Ma- 
jeily's cufloms : and 1 think they cannot juftly of- 
fer this coinage of Mr. Wood to others, unlefs they, 
will be content to receive it themfelvcs. 

The fum of the whole is this : The " committee 
** advifes the king to fend immediate orders to all 
** his officers here, that Wood's coin be fuffered 
** and permitted without any-.le^, fuit, trouble, &c. 
** to pafs, anS be received as cune^t vioncy by Ibch 
** as fliall be wl/Iing to receive the fame." It is 
probable, that the firfl 'willi>:g receivers may bethofe 
who muft receive it whether they will or not, at leaft ' 
under the penalty of lofmg an office. But the land- 
ed undepcnding men, the merchahts, xhc. fiop keepers y 
and bulk of the people, I hope, and am almoft 
confident, will never receive it. What muft the 
confequence be ? the owners will fell it for as much 
as they can get. Wood's halfpence will come to be 
offered for fix a penny, (yet then he will be a fuf- 
.ficicnt gainer), and the ncctjfary receivers will be 
lofers of two thirds in their Ja /armies c^r pay. 

This puts me in mind of a paffage I was toltf 
many years ago in England. At a quarter-fcffion 
in Leicefter, the juftices bad wifely decreed to take 
off a halfpenny ia a quart from Uie ^i:\c<i v^i 'jNa* 
Z 3 ^«^« 
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One of them, who came in after the thing Wbs 
determined, being informed of what had paffcd, 
faid tlius : ** Gendemen, you have made an order 
** that ale fhould be fold in our county for three 
*' halfpence a-quart ; I defire you will now make 
'* another to appoint who mull drink it ; for by 
<< G — I will not.'* 

I buft beg leave to caution your Lordfidps and 
Wo^JlAl^s in one particular. Wood hath gracioufly 
promifeJ to had us at prefent only with forty thou- 
faiiu poimds of his coin, until the' exigencies of the 
kingdom require the reft. I intreat you will never 
fuflcr Mr. Wood to be a judge of your exigencies. 
While there is one piece of filver or gold left in the 
kingdom, he will call it an exigency. He will 
double hi» prefent quantum by ftealth as foon as he 
can ; he will pour his own raps and counterfeits up- 
on us; France and Holland will do the fame; nof 
will our own coiners at home be behind them : to 
confirm which, I have now in my pocket a rapy or 
counterfeit halfpenny, in imitation of his ; but fo 
ill performed, that in my confcicnce I believe it is 
not of his coining. 

I muft now defire your Lordjhits and Worfhipu 
that you will give great allowance for this long un- 
digefted paper. I find myfelf to have gone into fc- 
veral repetitions, which were the effe61:s of haftc, 
while new thoughts fell in to addfomething to what 
I had faid before. I think I may affirm, that I have 
fully anfwered every paragraph in the report \ 
which, although it be not .jm artfully drawn, and 
is perfedlly in the fpirit of a pleader, who can finti 
the mod plauiible topics in behalf of his client, yet 
there was no great Ikill required to deteft the many 
miftakes contained in it ; which however are by no 
means charged upon the Right Honourable ccmtni:- 
tee, but upon the mo ft falfe, impudent, and frau- 
lent reprefentations of Wood and his accomplices. 
I/iciirc one pai ticular ma^ dwell u^on your minds, 
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although I have mentioned it more than once ; that 
after all the weight laid upon precedents, there is 
not one produced in the whole refcrt of a patent 
for coining copper in £ngland to pafs in Ireland; 
and only two patents referred to, (for indeed there 
was no more), which were both palTed in Ireland^ 
by references to the King's council here, both lefs 
advantageous to tlie coiner than this of Wood; 
and in both, fecurities given to receivii the ccin at €•• 
very call^ and give gdd andfiiver in lieu of it. This 
demonftrates the moft flagrant jfalfehood and impu*^ 
dence of Wood, by which he would endeavour to 
make the Right Honourable cothmittee his inftni- 
ments, (for his own illegal and exorbitant gain), to 
ruin a kingdom which has deferved quite aifferent 
treatment, 

I am very fenfible, that fuch a work as I have 
undertaken might have worthily employed a much 
better pen : but when a houfe is attempted to be 
robbed, it often happens, that the weakeft in the 
family runs firft to flop the door, All the aifift- 
ance I had, were fome informations from an emi- 
nent perfon : whereof I am afraid I have fpoiled a 
few, by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own produdlions, and the reft I was not able 
10 manage ; I was in the cafe of David, who fQuld 
not move in the armour of Saul; and therefore 
I rather chofe to attack this uncircumcifed Philijiine 
(Wood I mean) ivith ajling andajione. And I may 
fay, for Wood's honour, as well as my own, that 
he refembles Goliath in many circumftanccs very ap- 
plicable to the prefent purpofe: for Goliath had " a 
** helmet of brafs upon his head, and was armed 
•* with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 
** was five thoufand fhekels oi brafs, and he had. 
** greaves of brafs upon his legs, and a target of 
** brajs between his flioulders." In fhort, he was 
like Mr: Wood, all over brafs, and ** he defied the. 
•* armies of the living God. GoYv^xV^ tQxx<KvCv^^'& 
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of combat were likewife the. fame with thofe of 
Wood : ** If he prevail againft us, tlien fliall wc 
*• be his fcrvanrs. But if it happens that I prevail 
over him, I renounce the other part of the condi- 
tion ; he Ihall never be a fervant of mine ; for I 
do not think him fit to be intrufted in any honeft 
man's (hop. 

I will conclude with my humble defire and requcfl 
which I made in my fecond letter, that your Lord- 
jhipi and IVorJhips would pleafc to order a declaratm 
to be drawn up, exprefling in the ftrongeft terms 
your refolutions never to rec<iive or utter any of 
Wood's halfpence or farthings; and forbidding 
your tenants to receive them : that the faid decli' 
ration may be ligned by as many perfons as poflible*, 
who have eftates in this kingdom, and be f<;nt 
down to your fcveral tenants aforefaid. 

And if the dread of Wood's halfpence fhould 
continue until next quarter- feflions, which 1 hope it 
will not, the gentlemen of every county will then 
have a fair opportunity of declaring againft them 
wuth unanimity and zeal. 

I amy vjith the greateft refpeEly 

(May it pleafe your Lordjbips and JVorJbips^) 

Tour mqft dutiful and 

Obedient fervant. 

Aug. 25. 1724. 

M. B, 



* A declaration purfuant to this reqtieft was (igned fjon after bf 
the moil confideiabie perfuns of the k'.DgdoiiT, which was univcrfally 
iprcad, and of greamfc. 
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L E T T E R IV. 
To the whole People of Ire^.an»« 

My dear Countrymerty 

HAving already written three Letters upon 
fo difagreeable a fubje^ as Mr. W od and hi» 
halfpence, 1 conceived my talk was at an end ; but 
I T:nd that cordials muft be frequently applied to 
weak conftitutions, political as well as natural. A 
people long ufed to hardlhips lofe by degrees the 
very notiors of iiberty ; they look upon themfehes 
as creatures at mercy, and that all impoiitions laid 
on them by a ftronger hand are, in the phrafe of 
the report, legal and obligatory. Hence proceed 
that poverty and lowne/s of /pint, to which a king- 
dom may be fubjeil, as well as a particular perlon^ 
And when Efau came fainting from the field at the 
|>oint to die, it is no wonder that he fold his birth' 
right fftr & rnefs of pottage, 

I thoughtlhadfufficientlyfhewn to all who could 
want inftrirftion, by "what methods they might 
fafely proceed, whenever his coin ihould be offered 
to them : and I btlieve, there has not been for many 
ages an example of any kingdom fo firmly united in 
a point of great importance, as this of ours is at pre- 
fcnt againft that deteftable fraud. But however, it 
fo happens, that fome weak people begin to be 
alarmed anew by rumours induftrioufly fpread. 
Wood prefcribes to the newfmohgers in London 
what they are to write. In one of their papers pu- 
bliflied here by fome obfcure printer, (and certain- 
ly with a bad defign), we aie toLd^ xkax. \Jas. ^ a- 
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pi/is in Ireland have entered into an ajfoctntion againjl 
his coin : although it be notorioufly known, that 
they never once offered to ftir in the matter ; fo that 
the two houics of parliament, the privy council, 
the great numbers of corporations, the Lord Mayor 
and aldermen of Dublin, the grand juries, and prin- 
cipal gentlemen of.feveral counties, w:e ftigmatiz- 
cd in a lump under the name of Papijis. 

This impoftor and his crew do likewife give out, 
th It by refufing to receive his drofs for Sterlings 
we ** difpute the King's prerogative, are grown 
•* ripe for rebellion, and ready to fhake off the 
•* dependency of Ireland upon the crown of Eng- 
•* Imd." To countenance which reports he haih 
fvMiihed a paragraph in anothei* news-paper to let 
OS know, that *' the Lord Lieutenant is ordered to 
** come over immediately to fettle his halfpence." 

I intreat yon, my dear countrymen, not to bfe 
Under the leafl: concern upon thcfe, and the like 
rumours, which are no more than the laft howls 
t)f a dog difTedted alive, as I hope he hath fuffi- 
cienrly been. I hefe calumnies are the only refervt 
that is left him. For furely our continued and 
^almoft) unexampled loyalty will never be called 
in qucftion, for not fuffering ourfelves to be rob- 
bed of all that we have by one obfcure iron- 
monger. 

As to difputing the King's prercgntive^ give mt 
leave to explain to thofe who are ignorant what the 
meaning of that word prerogative is. 

The kings of thefe realms enjoy feveral powers, 
wherein the laws have not iriterpofed ; fo they can 
make war and peace without the confent of parlia- 
ment, and this is a very great prerogative : but if 
the parliament doth not approve of the war, the 
King muft bear the charge of it out of his own 
purfe ; and this is as great a check on the crown. 
So the King hath a prerogative to coin money with- 
out confent o£ parViaaiervt \ Xavvx Va c?cav\<^t. compel 
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the fubjeA to take that money, except it be Ster- 
ling, gold or filver ; becauie herein he is limited 
by law. Some princes have indeed extended their 
prerogative farther than the law allowed them : 
wherein however the lawyers of fucceeding ages, a^ 
fond as they .are of precedents^ have never dared ta 
juftify them. But, to fay the truth, it is only o£ 
late times that prerogative hath been fixed and af« 
certained. For whoever reads the hiftory of Eng- 
land will find, that fome former kings, and thofe 
none of the worft, have upon feveral occafions 
ventured to control the laws, with very little cere- 
mony or fcruple, even latter than the days of Queen 
Elifabeth. In her reign, that pernicious counlel of 
fending baje money hither very narrowly failed of 
lofing the kingdon>; being complained r of by the 
Lord Deputy, the council, and the whole body of 
the Englifli here : fo that, foon after her death, it 
was recalled by her fucceflbi', and lawful money, 
paid in exchange. 

Having thus given you fome notion of what is, 
meant by the King's prerogative y as far as a tradefman. 
can be thought capable of explaining it, I will only 
add the opinion of the great Lord Bacon, that '' as, 
" God governs the world by the fetded laws of 
** nature, which he hath made, and never tran* 
" fcends thofe laws but upon high, important oc- 
*"^ cafions : fo, among earthly princes, thofe arc 
** the wifcft and beft, who govern by the known 
" laws of the country, and feldomeft make ufe of 
" their prerogative.'* 

Now here you may fee, that the vile accufation 
of . Wood and his accomplices, charging us with 
** difputing the King's prex'Ogative" by refuting his 
brafs, can have no place ; becaufe compelling the 
fubjeft to take any coin, which is not Sterling, is- 
no part of the King's prerogative ; and I am very 
confident, if it were fo, we fliould be the laft of 
his oeople to difpute it, as well £ro\iv vViaLX. vw^jvOc^^^ 
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loyalty we have always paid to his Majefty, as from 
the treatment we might in fuch a cafe jiiftly expeft 
from fome who feem to think we have neither rrm- 
mmfenfey r.or common fenfes , But, God be thank- 
ed, the bcft of them are only our feliow-fuhjc^s^ 
and not our majlers^ One great merit I am fure 
we h?.vc, which thofe of Englifh birth can have no 
pretence to, that our anceftors reduced this king- 
dom to the obedience of England ; for which wc 
have been rewarded with a tuorje climate^ the privi- 
lege of being governed by laws to which we do not 
con fen t, a ruined trade, a houfc of Peen without 
jurijUicl on, almoft an incapacity for all employ- 
ments, and the dread of Wood's halfpence. 

But we are fo far from difputing the King's prero- 
gative in coining, that we own he hath power to 
give a patent to any man for fetting his royal image 
and fuperfcription upon whatever materials he 
pleafes ; and liberty to the patentee to offer them 
m any country from England to Japan, only attend- 
ed with one fmall limitation, that ** no body alive 
" is obliged to take them. 

Upon thcTc conliderations I was ever againft a!l 
recourfc to England for a remedy againft the pre- 
fent impending evil ; efpecially when I obfcrved, 
that the addrefies of both houfcs after long expec- 
tance produced nothing but a report altogether 
in favour of Wood ; upon which I made fome 
obfervations in a former letter, and might at Icaft 
have made as many more ; for it is a paper of as 
fingular a nature as I ever beheld. 

But I miftake : for before this report was made, 
his Majefty*s moft gracious anfwer to the houfe of 
Lords was font over, and printed ; wherein are 
thefe words, ** granting the patent for coining 
** halfpence and farthings, agkeeablf. to the 

** PRACTICE of his ROYAL PREDECESSORS, c^l." 

That King Charles 11 and King James II. (and 
^H£Y only) did v^vaul '^^A.utix.^ loit \3ftk >^\.\r9oil, is 
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indifputablc, and I have flle^vn it at large. Their 
patents were pafled under the great feal of Ireland, 
by references to Ireland, the copper to be coined 
m Ireland ; the patentee was bound on demand to 
receive his coin back in Ireland, and pay iilvcr and 
gold in return. Wood's patent was made under 
the great feal of England, the brafs coined in Eng- 
land, not the leaft reference made to Ireland ; the 
fum immenfe, and the patentee under no obliga* 
tion to receive it again, and give good money for 
it. This I only mention, bccaiife in my private 
thoughts I have Ibmetimes made a queiy, whether 
the penner of thofc words in his Majefty's moft 
gracious anfwer, agreeable to the practice 
0¥ HIS royal predecessors, had maturely 
coniidercd the feveral circumftances, which in my 
poor opinion fcem to make a difference *. 

Let me now fay fomcthing concerning the other 
great caufe of iome people's fear, as Wood has 
taught the London news-writer to exprefs it, that 
*^ his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is coming o- 
** ver to fettle Wood's halfpence." 

We know very well, that the Lords Licutenanta 
for feveral years paft have not thought this king- 
dom " worthy the honour of their rcfidencc,** 
longer than was abfolutcly neceflaiy for the King's 
bufinefs ; which confcquently ** wanted no fpecd irt 
" the difpatch.-* And therefore it naturally fell 
into moft mens thoughts, that a new governor, 
coming at an unufual time, muft portend Ibme w;;- 
ufual bufinefs to be done ; efpccially if the com- 
mon report be true, that the parliament, proro- 
gued to I know not when, is by a new fummons 
revoking that prorogation to aflemble foon after* 
his arrival ; for which extraordinary proceeding 
the lawyers on t'other fide the water have by great 
good fortune found two precedents, 

• See the note at rjie end of this Ittttr, * 

Vol. III. A a K\ 
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All this being granted, it can never enter into 
my head, ihat fo li:tle a tre.iture as Wood could 
find credit cnoii^h with the King and his mioiflers 
CO have the Lord Lieutenant of Ii*eland fent hither 
in a hurry upon his errand. 

For, let us t^ke the whole matter nakedly, as it 
lies before iis, without the refinements of fomc 
people, with which we have nothing to do. Here 
is a patent g.antcd under the great feal of England, 
upon falfc iuggeftions, to one William Wood fw 
coining copper halfpence for Ireland : the parlia- 
ment here, upon apprehenfions of the worft con- 
iequences from tlie faid patent, addrefs the Sling 
10 have it recalled : this is refufed, and a commit- 
tee of the privy council repwrt to his Majcfty, that 
Wood has performed the conditions of his patent. 
He then is left to do the beft he can with bia half- 
pence, no man being obliged to receive them ; the 
people here being likewife left to thenafelves, unite 
as one man, refolving they will have nothing to do 
with his ware. By this plain account of the b& it 
is manifed, that the King and his miniftry are 
wholly out of the cafe, and the matter is left to be 
difputed between him and us. Will any man there- 
fore attempt to perfuade me, that a lord lieutenant 
is to be diipatched over in great hafte before the 
ordinary time, and a pai'liament fummoned by an- 
ticipating a prorogation, merely to put an hundred 
thoufand pounds into the pocket of a Jbarpir by 
the ruin of a moft loyal kingdom ? 

But fuppofing all this to be true ; by what argu- 
ments could a lord lieutenant prevail on the fame 
parliament, which addreiled with fo much zeal and 
earneftnefs againft this evil, to pafs it into a law ? 
I am fure their opinion of Wood and hi& projefl: 
is not mended mice their laft prorogation : and 
fixppofing thofe methods fhould: be ufed, which de- 
trattors tell us have been fometimcs put in prac- 
lice for gaining votes, \t \s ^dWL'wwiv^ that in this 
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kingdom there are fiew empioyments to be given ; 
smdy if there were xiore, it is z% well known to 
whofe ihare they muft fall. 

But, becaufe great numbers of yon are altoge- 
cker ignorant of the afiairs of yonr country, I will 
tell you fome reafon*, why there are ' to few em- 
ployments to be difpofed of in this kingdom. AU 
confiderabk odSon for life here are pofleiScd bv 
diofe to wfaon the rererfiiont were granted ; and 
dkefe have been generally foUoweri of the chief gq* 
teraors, or perfons who had intereft in ihc court 
af England : fo the Lord Berkeley of Scratton 
haids that great office of mqfier ef tbf roUs ; the 
Lord PahBcrflon is^o^ remtmbrancer^ wordk near 
2000 A per 4mnunu One Doc^ngton^ iecxvtary t» 
BD^ die Earl of Pembroke, begged the reverfion ofi 
Ark ^ tim fdb, worth 2500 /• a-year^ whkk fatt: 
now enjoys by the death of the Lord Newton. Mr. 
Somhwdl is: ficretary of fiate, and the Earl of 
Barliagton JLord ISg^ Treasurer of Ireland by w^ 
Ikntance. Tbdc one only a few among maajc o» 
tkcn whidi i hnre been told of, hue cannot rc«*> 
nenriicv* Nay^^ the reverfionp of icveral eniploy* 
iient^ ikujng jdeanare is grunted tho fisne wajc* 
Fhis among many others iar a cwrciwftnnnd. wbeiic- 
Irr the kingdom of Ireland is. diilioguifbed from 
ifl other natknsi iipon earth, and makes it fo tfiffi'* 
noil an iffiur jq get iato a ciril employ, that Mr. 
AddiAm was ftmed to purchafe an old obfcure 
[dace, caHed keeper ef the records in Bertntngbam^s 
}maer^ of tea pounds a-year, axid to. get a faboy of 
fOoL annexed to k, though ^1 the records these 
ire not worth half a crown cither for cunofity or 
lie. And we lately faw a favuFtte fecretary * de- 
l:|tnd to be mafter if the revels^ which by his credit 
md extortion he hath made pretty confiderable. I 
^ nothing of the under-treafurerihip worth about 

• Mr. UopkiDi, kaetkfj to the Duke of GiiftSA. 

A a z ^po<^\* 
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9CXX) /. a-year, nor of the commiifioneis of the re- 
venue four of whom generally live in England; for 
I think none of thefe are granted in reveriion. But 
the jefl is, that I have known, upon occaiion, fome 
of thefe abfent o6icers as keen againft the intereft of 
Ireland as if they had never been indebted to her 
for n^ij^/e great. 

I confefs I have been fometunes temptec) to wiih^ 
that this projeA of Wood might fucceed ; becaufe 
I refle^^ed with fome pleafure, what a jolly crew k 
would bring over amongus of lords, and Tquires, and 
penlioners of both fexes, and officers civil and milita- 
ry, where we fhould live together as merry and foci- 
able as beggars ; only with this one abatement, that we 
fhould neither have meat to feed, nor manufaEiures 
to clothe us, iinlefs we could be content to prance 
about in coats of mail, or eat brafs as ofiriches do 
iron. . . ' . 

I return from this digrefiion to that which gave 
me occafion of making it • and I believe you arc 
now convinced, that if the parliament of Ireland 
were as temptahle as any other aiTembly within a mile 
of Chriftendom, (which God forbid) ; yet the ma- 
nagers muft of neceffity fail for want of tools to 
work with. But I will yet go one ftep farther, by 
fuppofing, that a hundred new employments were 
ercfted on purpofe to gratify compilers : yet ftill 
an infuperable difficulty would remain. For it hap-r 
pens, I know not how, that money is neither Wh g 
nor Tory^ neither of town nor country party ; aud- 
it is not improbable, that a gentleman would ra- 
ther chul'e to live upon his own eftate, which brings 
him gold and filver, than with the addition of an 
employment, when his rents and falaries muft both 
be paid in Wood's brafs, at above eighty per cent, 
difcounr. 

For thefe, and many other reafons, . I am confi- 
dent you need not be under the leaft apprehenfions 
iroin the fudden expecX^uotv o£ ^ixa Lorrf -Lieute- 
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nnttt *, wIiUc wccbntinucinourhcsurtydifpofittoxiy 
to adter whkh no fuitable temptarioii can poOibly 
bt offered; AikI if, as I have often aflcrtedirom 
thebeft authority, the law hath not left a power in 
the crown to force any money, except Sterling,. up- 
on the fubjed ; much lefs can the crown devolve 
fuch a /otif^r upon another. 

This I fpeak with the utmoft refpe£^ to the per'» 
ion and dignity of his Excellency the Lord Ciu-te-* 
ret, whofe character was lately given me by a gen- 
tleman that hath known him fi^om his £irft appear- 
ance in the world ; that gentleman dcfcribcs him 
as a young man of great accomplilhmems, excel- 
lent learning, regular in his life, and of much fpi- 
rit and vivacity. He haih fince, as I have heard » 
been employed abroad ; was principal fecretnry ot 
ftate : and is now about the thirty-lcvcnth year of 
his age appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. Fron> 
fuch a governor this kingdom may reafon ably hope 
for as much profperity as, uneUr fo many dijcouragc- 
pientSy h can be capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within th^ memory o5 
man there have been governors of fo rsuch dexte- 
rity, as to carry points of terriWc confeqncnccs tot. 
this kingdom by their power with thofe w^ areith 
9fic€ : and by their ans in managing or deluding o- 
thers with o<2M/, affah.iityy and even With dinners. 
If Wood's brais had in thofe times been upon the 
anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what me-i 
thods- would have been taken.. Depending perfoi)(» 
would have been told in plain terms, chat it was « 
'^ fervice expeAed from them ixider the pain of thd 
*' public bufinefi being put into more complying^. 
*' hands.'* Others would be allured hj pramifes^ 
To the country-gentlemen, hc&dts good words. Bur* 

£\ndyj and clofeting^ it might perhaps have beep 
oted, how *^ kiddly it wouddbe taken to comply. 

'. •LordCsitCMIi wwJUri'of (3^^dUR«. 

A a 3 ^ ^^^^ 
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z royal patent akfaou^ k war mac < 
** pwiferys'* diat if vrf ai mufcm g iicwa <nlfKd,k 
might be mode ap widLodsa^^rocnflr ^r^orj im* 
^ter : ciuc gttademea ooi^hc co coBdSJer, «kf fcr 
r/' Tu/nr praddnt v fjft ta (&igujt E^gittmd z Xbef 
would be deiired to ^ diink « fimie giood bfib for 
** encouraguig ot trade, and iectng the poor to 
*^ work : foinc farther acts agamft Poperr, and 
*' f jr uniting Procetcaats/* There wovdd be ib- 
ifni.-i engageaunSy thxc we fhookl nrt er be trou- 
bled with ** above fbrtr thooiand potmds in Us 
** coin, and all of the bell and wdghtiefc ibrtp 
*' for which we fhail only gire our maaafaAurB io 
** exchange, and keep o«ir gold and filler at home 
Perhaps a ieafonable rcpcMrt of IbmeioTafion would 
hav* been iprcad in the moft proper jundure: 
which is a great fmoocfaer of mbs in public pro? 
ceedings ; and we (hould have been toldy that ** thii 
^* was no time to create di ff eren c es, whoa the king* 
•• dom was in danger." 

Thefe^ I fay, and the like methods, would in 
corrupt times have been taken to let in thb deluge 
of tra/s among us. And, I am confident, even 
then yrould not have Succeeded ; much leis under 
the adminiftration of fo excellent a peribn as the 
Lord Carteret; and in a country where the 
people of all ranks, parties, and denominatioDSf 
are convinced to a man, that the utter undoing of 
themfclves and their poftcrity for ever will be dat- 
ed from the admiflion of that execrable coin : that 
if it once enters, it can be no more confined to a 
fmall or moderate quantity^ than a plague can be 
confined to few families ; and that no equivalent 
can be given by an earthly power, anymore than a 
dead carcafe can be recovered to li£e by a cordial. 

Thera is one comfortable circumftance in this u* 
niverfal oppofition to Mr. Wood, that the peopk 

it over hither from England to /// up our vacan* 
fccl(/infticali civU, ond tmUtor)^ fM all on our 
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side. Money, the great divider of the world, hath 
by a ftrange revolution been the great uniier of a 
mod divided people. Who would leave a hundred 
pounds a-year in England {a country of freedmnj 
to be paid a thoufan^ in Ireland out of Wood's ex- 
chequer ? The gentleman they have lately made 
primate *, would never quit his feat in an Englifh 
houfe of Lords, and hb preferments at Oxford and 
Briftol woi th twelve hundred pounds a»year, for four 
times the denominadon here, but not half the va- 
lue ; therefore I expe^ to hear he will be as good 
an Irifhman at leaft upon this one article as any of 
bis brethren, or even of &/, who have had the mis- 
fortobeborn in this ifland. For thofc who, in 
the common phrafe, do not come hither to iearn the 
language, would never change a better country for 
a worie, to receive hrajs inftead of gold. 

Another dander fpread by Wood and his emifla* 
ries, is, that by oppoiing him we difcover an incli- 
nation to /hah qf your dfpendence vpon the crown of 
EngLtnd. Fray obferve how important t peribn is 
this fame Williani Wood ; and how the public weal 
of two kingdoms is involved in his private intereft. 
Firft, all thofe who refiife to take his coin are Pa- 
pijis ; for \^ tells \i8, that hone hut Papifts are ajfo* 
eiated againjl him. Secondly, xheydi/putg the King^s 
prerogative. Thirdly, they are ripe for rebeUicm^ 
Andy fourthly, they are going to Jbake cff the de* 
pendente upon the crown of England \ that is to fay^ 
they are going to chufe another king ; for there can be 
no other meaning in this expreffion, however fomt 
iftiay pretend to ftrain it. 

And this gives me an opportunity of explaining 
to thofe who are ignorant, another point, which 
hath often fwelled in my breaft. Thofe who come 
over hither to us from England, and fome ^oeak 
people among ourfelves, whenever in difcourfe we 

• Dr, Hofh iMm^ ^ 
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make mention of liberty and property, lliake their 
heads, and tell us; that * Ireland is a depending 
kingdom ; as if they would feem by this phrafc to 
hitend, that the people of Ireland are in fome ftatc 
of flavery or dependence different from tlioie of 
England ; whereas a depending kingdom is a modern 
term of art, unknown, as I have heard, to all an- 
oient civilians, and writers upon government ; and 
Ireland is, on the contrary, called in (bme ftatute^ 
an imperial crown^x as held only from God ; which 
is as high a ftyle as any kingdom is capable of re« 
ceiving. Therefore by this expreffion, a depending 
kingdom, there no more to be underftood, than 
that, by a (latiite made here in the thirty-third year 
of Henry VIII, ** the King, and his fucceflbrs, are 
'^ to be Kings imperial of this realm, as united 
'' and knit to the imperial crown of England." I 
have looked over all the Englifh and Irifh ftatutes 
without finding any law that makes Ireland depend 
upon England, any more than England doth upon 
Ireland. We have indeed obliged ourfelves- to have 
the fame King with them ; and confequently they 
are obliged to have the fame King with us. For the 
law was made by our own parliament ; ajj^d our an- 
ceftors then were not fuch fools (whatever they 
were in the preceding reign) to bring themfelves- 
under I know not what dependence^ which is i^w 
talked of, without any ground of iiw, nafon, op 
common fenfe. 

Let who ever think otherwife, I, M. B. drapier, 
defire to be excepted : for I declare, next under 
God I depend only on the King my Sovereign, and 
On the laws of my own country. And I am fo'far 
from depending upon the people of England^ that 
if they fhould ever rebel againft my Sovereign, 
(which God forbid) I would be ready at the fidb 
command from his Majefty to take arms againft. 

^ 5«e the note at the end of \Vu \«^xci« 



L E TT ER IV. i«s 

them, as fome of my countrymen did againft tlieirs 
at Prcfton. And if fuck a rebellion fhould prove 
fo fuccefsful as to fix the Pretender on the throntf 
of England, I would venture to trangrefs that fta- 
tute fo far, as to lofc every drop of my blood to 
hinder him from being King of Ireland *. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man: 
the parliaments of England have fometimcs aiTum* 
ed the power of binding this kingdom by laws en- 
aAed there ; wherein they were at firft openly op- 
pofed (as far as truth, reafon, and juftice are ca- 
pable of oppofing) by the famous Mr. Molineux, 
an Englifh gentleman born here, as well as by feve-^ 
ral of the greatefl patriots and bejl Whigs in England ; 
but the love and torrent of power prevailed: In* 
deed the arguments on both fides were invincible; 
For in reafon, all government without the confcnt 
of the govei-ned, is the very definition of flavery : . 
but, in faft, " eleven men well armed will certain- 
'^ ly fubdue one iingle man in his fhirt.** But I have 
done : for thofe who haye ufed power to cramp li- 
berty, have- gone fo far as to refent even the liberty . 
of complaining ; although af man. upon the rack 
was never known to be refiifed the liberty of rMri^^ 
as loud as he thought £t. 

And as we are apt to fink too much uilder un- 
reafpnable fears, fo we are too foon inclined, to be 
raifed by groundleis hopes, according to the nature* 
of all confumptive bodies like ours. Thus it hatb- 
been given about for feveral days pafl, thajt^iw^o'- 
dy in England empowered 3, fecond famebody to write 
to a third/omtbocfy here to aflure us,, that we Jbould^ 
n9 more he trmbkd with thefe halfpence. And this- 
is reported to be done by the fame perfon f , who 
is faid to have fwom fome months ago, that he 
would ram ihem down their throats^ (though \ doubt 



• This paragraph gavr great offence. Sec letter 5, 
f Mr. Walpole, afterwards Earl of Orf«T4. 
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they woiild ftick in our ftomachs) : but which ever 
of thefe reports be true or falic, it is no con- 
cei-n of ours. For in this point we have nothing to 
do y/ixh Eiigliih minifters : and I (hould be ferry 
to leave it in their power to redrefs this grievance, 
or to enforce it ; for the report tftb^ comodttethzih, 
given me a furfeit. The remedy is wholly in our 
own hands ; and dierefope I have degrcfied a Kttk 
in order to refreih and continue that fpirit fo fea- 
fiooably raifed among you : and to let you fee, that 
by the laws of God, of nature, of nations, 
and of your country, you are, and ought to 
be as FREE a people as your brethren in England. 

If the pamphlets publtihed at London by Wood 
aad YMJourmymen in defence of his cauie were re* 
printed here, and that our countrymen could be per- 
itiaded to read tbem^ they coukL be perfuaded of 
his wkked defign, more than all I fhaU ever beaUe 
to fay. &i ihort, I make him a perfeft fmwit ia 
comparison of what he appears to be fram the 
writings of thofe whom he hires tajuftify his pro- 
jefh But he is (bfar mafter of thefield (ki admt 

Stfs the reafim)^ that mo Londbnprtniicr dare pab* 
li^ any paper wi^ittea in favour of Irdand;; wii 
here no body hath yet been io bold aa to piAiiih 
aay thing in ftrrottr of hmu 

There was, a few day ago, a pampfakt fent ne 
of near fifty pages written in fitvour of Mr. Wood 
attd his coinge, priiited ia liondon : it is not wordi 
aafwering, becaufe probably it will never be pub- 
li&ed here. But it gave me occafion to rcfleft up" 
On an unhappln^s we He. under, that the people of 
Englaend are utterly ignorant of our cafe: ; which how- 
over is aow uuder, finoe it is a point they do not ia 
theleaft concern themfelvcs about, farther than per- 
haps as. a fubjeA of difcourfe in a coffi^ehoufe when 
they have nothing elfe to talk of. For I have rca- 
fOn to believe, that no ndmjler ever gave himfelf * 
file trouble o£ ve^n^ ^trj ^^x^ written in our 
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defence, becaufc I fuppofe their op'wions areaheady 
JLterminedy and arc formed wholly upon the re- 
ports of Wood and his accomplices : elfc it would 
be impoffible, that any man could have the impu- 
dence to wTite fuch a pamphlet as 1 have men- 
tioned. 

Our ne'ighhatirsy whofe unierftandings are jufi up^ 
-en a level uith ours (which perhaps are none of the 
brighteft), have a ftrong contempt for moft nations*, 
but cfpecially for Ireland. They look upon us as 
a fort of favage Irifh, whotn our anceftors con- 
quered fcvcral hundred years ago. And if I fliould 
defcribe the Britons to you as they were in Caefarl? 
time, when they *' painted their bodies, or cloth- 
^* ed themfelveis with the fkins of beaiVs," I fhould 
aA fully as reafonably as they do. However, they 
are fo far to be excufed in relation to the prefent 
fubjeft, that hearing only one fide of the caufe, 
and having neither opportunity nor curiolity to 
examine the otlier, they believe a lie merely for 
their eafe ; and conclude, becaufe Mr. Wood' pre- 
tends to have fover^ he hath alfo reafen on his 
fide. 

Therefore, to let yoii fee how this cafe is repre- 
fented in England by Wood and his adherents, I 
have thought it proper to extract out of that pam- 
phlet a few of thoie notorious falfehoods in point 
oi fa^ and reaj'oning contained therein, the know- 
ledge whereof will confirm my countrymen in theif 
#ti;if- right fentiments, when they will fee, by com* 
paring both, how much their entmies are in the 
wrong. 

Firft, • the writer pofitively aflerts, *' That 
•*• Wood's halfjpence were cuiTent among us for 
** feveral months, with the univerfal approbation 
*^ of all people, without one fingU gainfayer ; and 
*^' we all, to a man, thought ouriehres happy in 
•* having rfxtm*^" 
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Secondly^ he affirms, ** 1 hat we were drawn in- 
•• to a diflike of them only by fome cunning, evil- 
^' defigning men among us, who oppofed this pa- 
•' patent of Wood to get another for themfelvcs." 

Thirdly, That «* thofe who moft declared at firft 
*• againfl Wood's patent, were the very men wKo 
•' intend to get another for their own advantage." 

Fourthly, That *• our parliament and privy 
'* council, the Lord Mayor and aldermen of Dub^ 
** lin, the grand juries and mercliants, and in jfhort 
•• the whole kingdom, n^iy, the very dogs {as he 
•* expreffeth it)n were fond of thofe halfpence, till 
'* they were inflamed by thofe few deiigning per- 
" fons aforcfaid." 

Fifthly, he fays direftly, That *' all thofe who 
" oppofed the halfpence, were Papifts, and enemies 
** to King George." 

Thus far, lam confident, the moft ignorant among 
you canfafely fwcar from your own knowledge, that 
the author is a moft notorious liar in every article; 
the direft contrary being fo manifeft to the whole 
kingdom, tliat, if occaftonrequired^^ve might get 
it confirmed under five hundred thoufand hands 

Sixthly, he would perfuade us. That ** if we 
'* fell five ihillings worth of our goods or manu- 
** faftures for two fhillings and fourpence worth 
** of copper, although the copper were melted 
" down, and that we could get five fliiUings in gold 
** and filver for the f<iid goods^; yet to tiike the 
** faid two ihillings and four pence in .copper would 
" be greatly for our advantage.** 

And, laftly, he makes us a very fair offer, a* 
impowcied by Wood, That ** if we will take off 
** two hundred thoufand pounds in his halfpence 
*' for our goods, and likewife pay him three pff 
*' cent, intereft for thirty years for an hundred and 
*' twenty thoufand pounds (at which he computes 
** the coinage above the intrinfic value of the cop- 
x) for tia.e loam. o£ 'tis coyci> \i& \?yi after diat 
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" rime give us good money for what halfpence will 
•< be then left." 

Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I 
can to fhew the inl'upj>ortable villainy and impu- 
dence of that incorrlg ble wretch. Firil, (Ikys he), 
•* I will f#nd two hundred thoufand pounds of my 
** coin into your countiy : the copper I compute 
** to be, in real value, eighty thouland pounds, and 
*' I charge you with an hundred and twenty thbu- 
" fand pounds for the coinage ; fo that you fee, I 
'* lend you an hundred and twenty thouiand 
** pounds for thirty years; for which you ihall 
** pay me three per cent, that is to fay, three thou- 
*' fand fix hundred pounds per annum ^ which 
** in thirty years will amount to an hundred 
^* and eight thoufand pounds. And when thelc 
•* thirty years are expired, return me my copi)er, 
•* and I will give you good money for it." 

This is the propofal made to us by Wood in that 
pamphlet written by one of his commiffioners ; and 
the auther.is fuppofed to be the fame infamous 
Coleby, one of his under- fwearers at the commit- 
tee' of council,' who was tried for robbing the trca- 
fury here, where he was an under-clerk. 

. By .this propofal he will lirft receive two hundred 
thoufand pounds,' in goods or fleriing, for as much 
copper as he values at eighty thoufand pounds, but 
in reality not worth thirty thoufand pounds. Se- 
condly, he will recover for intereft an hundred and 
eight thoufand pounds : and when our children 
come thirty years hence to return his halfpence up- 
on his executors, (for before that time he will be 
probably gone to his own place), thofe executors 
will very reafonably rejeift them as raps and coun- 
terfeits, which they will be,- and millions of them 
of liis own coinage. 

Methinks I am fond of fuch a dealer as this, who 
mends every day u}>on our hands UVl.c ?k. \^wvv>a. 
reckoning, wherein if you diiWx.^ \kc >M\v^^!ivycv.- 
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ablenfs and exorbitance of tl>e bill» the landlord 

.ihall bring it up every time with new additions. 
Although thefe and the like pamphlets publiihed 

""by Wood in London are altogether unknown here> 
vrhere no body couUl read them without as much 
indignation, as comemjpt would allow: yet 1 
thought it proj>crrto give you a fpecimen how ihc 
man employs his time, where he rides alone with- 
out any body to contradi£t him ; while our few 
friends there wonder at our iilence : and the Eng- 

Tlilli in general, if they think of this matter at aE, 
impute our refufal to wilfulnefs or difafleftion, 
juft as Wood and his hirehngs are pleafed tore- 

rprefcnt. 

But although our arguments are not fuffered to 
be printed in England, yet the confequence will be 
of litde nwment. Let Wood endeavour to per- 

^-fuade the people there, that we ought to receive 
his coin ; and let me convince our people here, diat 
they ought to rcje<Et it under the pain of our utter 
undoing ; and then let him do his beft and bis 

•worft. 

Before! conclude, I muft beg leave, in all hu- 
mility^ to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great 

'indifcr^etion by caufing fo honourable a name as 
that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned fo often and 
in fuch a manner upon this occaiion. A fliort 
paper printed at Briilol, and reprinted here, re- 
ports Mr. Wood to fay, that he ^^ wonders at 
** the impudence and iniblence of the Irifh in re* 
*' fufing his coin, and wiiat he will do when Mr. 
** Walpole comes to town." Where, by the war, 
he is miftaken ; for it is the true Englifh people of 
Ireland who refufe it, although we take it for 
granted, diat the Iriih will do fo too whenever they 
areaiked. In another printed paper of his con- 
triving it is roundly exprefled, that Mr. Walpole 
will ** cram his brafs down our throats." Some- 
J^imes it is given out t\xvCL vi^ muit " cither take 
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** thdc halfpence, or eat our brogues:^' and ia 
aaocher news-letter, but of ycftei diiy, we I'cad, that 
die fame great man ** hath iworn to make us fwal- 
^ low his coin in fire-balls." 

This brings to my mind the known ftory of »i 
Scotchman, who receiving the fcntence of death, 
with all the circumfbnces of hanging, beheading,. . 
quartering, embo welling, and the like, ciied out^ 
^* What need all thiscookei-y ?" And I think we 
kave reafon to aik the fame queftion ; for, if we 
believe Wood, here is a dinner getting ready fon- 
ms ; ^^^ you fee the bill of fare ; and I am forry 
the drink was forgot ; which might caJy be fupplied. 
with melted lead and Haming pitch. 

What vile words are thefe to put into the mouth 
of a great counfellor, in high trufr with his Ma- 
}efty, and looked upon as a prime minifter ? I£ 
Mr^ Wood hath no better a manner of reprcfent- 
kighis patron s» when I come to be a great .man he 
0iail never be fuffered to attend at my levee, lliis . 
is not the diie of a great minlfler ; it: favours too 
much of the kettle and the furnace, and caiiac cn» 
Qrely out of Wood's forjjc. 

As for the threat of making us cat" our brogues,., 
we need not be in pain ; for if his coin ihould pafsy 
diat unpolite covering for tly^ feet would no long'?r 
be a national reproach ; becaufe then we ihouldf 
kave neither fhoe nor brogue left in the kingdom. 
But here the falfchood of Mr. Wood is fairly de- 
»e£led ; for I am confident Mr, Walpolc never 
heard of a brogue in his whole life. 

As to ** fwallowing thefe halfpence in firc- 
" balls," it is a ftory equally improbable. For, to 
execute this, operation, the whole ftock of Mr. 
Wood's coin and metal muft be melted down, 
and moulded into hollow balls and wild-fire, no 
bigger than a reafonable throat may be able to 
fwallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared^ axvd 
already coined, will amount to. at W?t fcSx^ ^"^^ 

Bb 2 \\OTi^- 
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lions of halfpence to be fwallowed by a miHion and 
an half of people ; fo.that, a'lowing two halfpence 
lo each ball, there will be about feventeen balls of 
\viidiire a-piece to be fwallowed by every perfon 
in the kingdom ; and, to adminifker this dofe, 
t;here cannot be conveniently fewer than fifty thou- 
liuid operators, allowing one operator to every 
thirty ; which, conlidcring the fqueamiChnefs of 
lbm»i ilomachs, and the peevilhnels of young chil- 
dren, is but reafonable. Now, under correction 
of better judgments, I think the trouble and charge 
of fuch an experiment would exceed the proiit ; 
and therefore I take this report to be fpurious, or, 
at lead:, only a new fcheme of Mr. Wood himfclf ; 
which, to make it pafs the better in Ireland, he 
would father it upon a minifter of ftate. 

But I will now demonftrate, beyond all contra- 
didlion, that Mr. Walpole is againft this projeft of 
Mr. Wood, and is an intire friend to Ireland, only 
by this one invincible argument, that he has the 
univerfal opinion of being a wife man, an able mi- 
n Iter, and in all his proceedings purfuing the true 
intereft of the King his mafter : and that as his 
integrity is above all corruption, fo is his fortune 
above all temptation. I reckon, therefore, we are 
}>crfc6tly lafe from that corner, and Ihall never be 
under the neceflity of contending with fo formidable 
a power, but be left to poffels our brogues and po- 
latoas in peace, as * " remote from thunder as we 
** are from Jupiter." 

I am, my dear countrymen, 
your loving fellow -fubjcdl, 
fcllow-fufFerer, and 
humble lervant. 

Oftober 13. 1724. M. B. 

• Prcatl <r Jvif^ frocul « fuUint, 



LETT E.R IV. 293 

Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret, foon after 
the publication of this letter, the pafTagesfrom which^ 
this note is referred to were feleftcd as fufficient 
grounds for profecution, and a proclamation was 
p^bliihed by his Excellency and council, offering a . 
reward of three hundred pounds for difcovering the 
author. Hardtng the printer was imprifoncd, and 
a bill of indidment was ordered to be prepared a- 
agairift him : which gave occ^flon to the follow- 
ing paper. » 
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S^afonablc Advice to the Grand ^Jury, 

concerning the bill preparing againft the 
Printer, of the preceding Letter. 

SINCE a bill is preparing for the gr^nd juiy t» 
-find againft the printer of the Drapier's laft 
letter, there arc feveral things maturely to be con- 
iidered by thofe gentlemen before they determine 
upon it. 

Firft, They are to confider, that the author of 
faid pamphlet did write three other difcourfes on 
the fame fubjedt^ which, inftcad of being cenfured, 
were univerfally approved by the whole nation, 
and were allowed to have raifed and continued that 
fpirit among us, which hath hitherto kept out 
Wood's coin ; for all men will grant, that if thofc 
pamphlets had not been written, his coin muft 
l>ave over-run the nation fome months ago. 

Secondly, It is to be confidered, that this pam- 
phlet, againft which a proclamation hath been iflu- 
cd, IS written by the fame author ; that nobody c- 
ver doubted the innocence and goodnefs of his de- 
fign ; that he appears through the whole tenor of 
it, to be a loyal fubjeft to his Majefty, and devot- 
ed to the houfe of Hanover, and declares himfclf 
in a manner peculiarly zealous againft the Pretend- 
er. And if fuch a writer in four feveral treatifcs 
on fo nice a fubjecl, where a royal patent is con- 
cerned, and where it was neceffary to fpeak of 
England and of liberty, fhould in one. or two 
places happen to let fall an inadvertent expreffion, 
it would be hard to condemn him after all the 
good he hath doue^ ef^ecially when we confider, 
4lM.l&e could have uo ^offi^As ^^^\^ yo.<vs^ dther 
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of honour or profit , but purely the good of his 

COUNTKY. 

Thirdly, It ought to be well confi<lcrcd, whether 
any one expreilion in the faid pamuhlet be reaUy 
liable to a juO: exception, much leis to be found 
*^ wicked, malicious, feditious, reflcAing upon his 
'* Majefty and hb mioiftry, &c/* 

The two points in that pamphlet, which it is faid 
the lYTofecutors intend chieAy to fix on, are, firft 
where the author mentions the penner of the King^s 
^xtfvrcv. Ftrft, It is well known his Majefty is nos 
mafler of the Englifh tongue ; and therefore it it 
nccefTary that fome other perfon fhould be employ- 
ed to pen what he hath to fay, or write in that lan«- 
guage. Secondly, His Majefty's aolwer is not in 
-the firft perfon, but in the third. It is not faid. 

We 4KE CONCRRNED, OR OUR ROTAL PREDE- 
CESSORS ; but HIS Majesty // C9ncerned^ and his 
ROTAL predecessor. By which it is plain, thefe ' 
are properly not the words of his Majefly ; but 
foppofed to be taken from him, and tranfmitted 
hither by one of his minifters. Thirdly, It will 
be eafily feen, that the author of the pamphlet de- 
liven his fcntimehts upon this particular with the 
utmofl caution and refpeA, as any imj>artjal reader 
will obferve. 

The fecond paragraph^ which it is faid will be 
taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what 
the author fays of Ireland's being a dependent 
kingdom : he explains all the dependence he knows 
of, which is a law made in Ireland, whereby it is 
cnAJtcd, That '^ whoever is King of England ihall 
<* be King of Ireland." Before this explana- 
tion be condemned^ and the b^ll found upon it, it 
would be proper that fome lawyers fhould fully in- 
form the jury what other law there is, either fta- 
tute or common, for this dependency ; and if there 
be no law, there is no tranfgrcffion. 

The fourth thiiig very maturoV^ 10 >5tj f:QtiSA«t- 
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ed by the jury, is, what influence. their finding the* 
bill may have upon the kingdom : the people in; 
general finding na fault in the Dcapier's laft book, 
any more than the three former ; and therefore: 
when they hear it is condemned by a grand jury- 
of Dublin,, they will conclude it is done in favour 
of Wood's coin ; they will think we of this town 
have changed our minds, and intend to take thofe 
halfpence, and therefore that it will be in vain for 
them to ftand out : fo that the queilion comes to 
this» which will be of the worfl confequence ? to 
let pafs one or two expreflions, at the worft only 
unwaiy, in a book written for the public fervice; 
or to leave a free open paffagc for Wood's brafs. 
to over-mn us, by which, we Ihall be undone for 
ever. 

. The fifth thing to be confidered is, That the 
members of the grand jury being merchants and- 
principal fhopkeepcrs, can have no fuitable temp- 
tation offered them, as a recompenfe for the niif- 
chief they will do and fuffer, by letting in this coin ; . 
nor can be at any lofs or danger by rejecting the 
bill. They do not expert any employments in the 
ftate, to make up in their own private advantages 
by the deftrudlion of their country ; whereas thofe. 
v/ho go about to advife, entice, or threaten them 
to find that bill, have gr^at employments which 
they have a mind to keep, or to get greater ; as it • 
was likewife the cafe of all thofe who figned the 
proclamation to have the author profecuted. And 
therefore, it is known, "that his Grace the Lord- 
Archbifhop of Dublin, fo renowned for his piety, 
and wifdom, and love of his country, abfolutcly 
refufed to condemn ibe book or the author. 

Laftly, It pught to be confidered, what confe- 

quence the finding the bill may have upon a poor 

man, perfe<^tly innocent ; I mean the printer. A 

lawyer may pick out expreflions, and make them 

^Jiabic to exception, v?\vtxc yvo oxiksx xoaxx vi able .to 
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find any. But how can it be fuppofed tliat an ig- 
norant printer can be fuch a critic F tie knew the 
author's defign was honcft-, and approved by the 
whole kingdom : he adviftd with friends, who told 
him there was no harm in the book, and he 
C9uld fee none himfclf : it Avras fent him in an un- 
known hand ; but the fame in which he received 
the three former. He and his wife have offered to 
take their oaths, that thev know not the author^ 
And therefore to find a bill, that may bring punifh- 
ment upon the innocent, will appear very hard, t« 
fay no worfe. For it will be impofliblc to find the 
author, unlefs he will pleafe to difcover himfelf; 
although I wonder he . ever concealed his name : 
but I luppofe, what he did at firll out of modefty, 
he continues to do out of prudence, God protcdl 
us and him. 

I will conclude all with a fable afcribed to Demo- 
flhenes : He had ferved the people of Athens with 
great fidelity in the ftation of an orator ; when upon 
a certain occafion apprehending to be delivered over 
to his enemies, he told the Athenians, his couptiy- 
men« the following ftoj-y. Once upon a pme the 
wolves defired a league with the iheep, upon this 
condition ; that the caufe of ftrife might be taken 
away, which was the fhcpherds and maftifis : this 
being granted: the wolves wiihout all fear made 
havock of the fheep. 

November li. 1724. 

Copies of this paper were diftributed to every 
perfon of the grand jury the evening before the 
bill was to be exhibited ; who, probably for the 
reafons contained in it, refufed to find the bill ; 
upon which the Lord Chief Juftice Whitflied, wha 
Jbad prefided at a former profecution of the Dean's 
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printer ♦, diTcharged them in a rage. The follow- 
ing extract was foon after publifhed^ to ihe>v the 
illegality of this proceeding ; and the next grand 
jury that was empannelled made the fnbfequent 
prcfentment againft all the abettors of Wood's pro- 
jeft. See Letter to Lord Molefworth, p. 302. of 
this volume. 

* See the firft note preAied to the propcf&l for tltf fole uT: of 
Iriih nuoufaAuritf,, in ihii voiome. 

An extraft from a book, intitled, \/^n exaS 
colkiiion of the debates of the boufe of Com- 
monsy keld at Wejiminfttr^ OCt. a.u i6£0t 
p. 150. 

EESOLUTIONS of the houfe of Commons "at 
England, Nov. 1.3-, 1680. 

CJKveral perfons being examined about the difmifl^ 
*^ ing a grand jury in Middlefex, the houfe came 
fo the following refolutions : 

Ttefihedy That the diftharging of a grand yaxj: 
by any judge, before the end of the term, affixes,, 
or feffions, while matters, ace- binder their confide- 
ration, and not prefented,. is arbitrary, illegal, de- 
ftruftive to public juftice, a manifeO: violation of 
Vts oath^ and is a meaiis to fubvext iheJEundamen*- 
tai laws o£ this kingdom.^ 

JltefQlvadf That a committee be appointed to exa- 
nihe the proceedings of the judges in Welhnioftcr- 
kail ; and report the Ihme, with, theic opinion here- 
ia> tQ this houfe^ 

\«3^ 
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Lord -Chief J\iftice Whiifhed, for hjs conduft, deferved to have 
^en inof eachcS by the boufe of Commons ; becaufe tbv dtflblving fl|f 
a giand ju^-y by any judge before the end of the term, affiles, of (it* 
fwns, wnile matters are under their condiera ion, and not prelrntedy 
rs arbitrary, iilcgal, deflrudlive to public juliice, a manifeft violation 
of hi$ oath, and it a means to fubvert ihe fundamental laws of tiie 
realm. But as the novfe of Commons forbore to execute iheir ven- 
geance upon th:: Chief Juflice, Swjft ftiefd upon him as a prey, 
laOied him, ard worried him cut of all his patience, by many farcadic 
epigrams, fquibs, and ether fcvere refle£^ions upon his unworthy de- 
naeanor, ontil at laft he became odious and ridiculous to the wh«^Ie 
Icingdom. Neither c* uld bis death, uhich happened foon a;ter, ap- 
peafe the Tengeance nf theinctnfed patriot. For Swift, refolv ng t* 
make bim an example to all future ages, putfued him into the rcgionv 
of the dead, and coupled him with Anytus ihe accuser of Socratea* 
^»uch indeed was at lad the f icrifiic that poor unfortunate Whitibcd 

became unto the refentment of Dr. Swift. See Swift's poem* 

concerning WhitH-ed ; alfo, ^Jh'.ttnfit%oefIreii.nd\ and. An anjwtr 
to a miHmUi, See aUb Tit I'tft and cbaraGir of Dr, Swift. O. Swift* 









The PRESENTMENT of the Grand 
Jury ot the county oF the city of Dublin. 

'IT/'Hcreas fcveral great quantities of bafe metal 
^^ coined, commonly called Wood's halfpence, 
have been brought into the port of Dublin, and 
lodged in feveral houfes of this city, with an inten- 
tion to make them pafs clandeftinely among his 
Majefty*s fubjefts of this kingdom ; not with ftand- 
ing the addrelfes of both houles of parliament, and 
the privy council, and the declarations bf moft of 
the corporations of this city againft the faid coin : 
and whereas his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed 
to leave his loyal fubjefts of this kingdom- at liber- 
ty to take or refufe the faid halfpence : 

We the grand jury of the county of the city of 
Dablin, this Michaelmas term 1724, having entire- 
ly at heart his Majefty 's intereft, and the welfare 
of our county, and being thoroughly fenfible of 
the great difcouragements which trade hath fufFer- 
cd by the apprehenfions of the faid coin, whereof 
we have already felt the difmal effedls ; and that 
the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the 
great diminution of his Majefty 's revenue, and die 
ruin of us and our poftcrity, do prcfent all fuch 
perfons as have attempted, or fliall endeavour by 
fraud, or otherwife to impofe the faid halfpence 
upon us, contrary to his Majefty 's moft gracious 
intentions, as enemies to his Majefty 's governnienr, 
and to the fafcty, peace, and welfare of all his Ma- 
jefty's fubjedls of this kingdom ; whofe aftciftions 
have been {o eminently diftinguiihed by their zeal 
to his illuftrious family before his hiippy accclHon 
;o the throne^ aud by theii* continued loyalty ever 
c. 
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As we do, with all juft gratitude, acknowledge 
the fervices of all fiich patriots as have been emi- 
nently zealous for the intereft of his Majefty and 
this country, m detecting the fraudulent impofition 
of the faid Wood, and preventing the pailiag his 
bafe coin; fo we do, at the fame time, declare our 
abhorrence and deteftation of all refledlions on his 
Majefty and his government ; and that we are rea- 
dy with our lives and fortunes to defend his mo ft 
facred Majefty againft the pretender, and all his 
Majel^*s open and fecret enemies both at home 
and abroad. 

Given under our hands at the grand-jury chamber, 
this 28 th of November 1724. 

George Forbes, David Tew, 

William Empfon, Thomas How, 

Nathaniel Pearfon, John Jon^s, 

Jofeph Nuttall, James Brown, 

William Afton, Charles Lyndon, 

Stearn Tighe, Jerom Bredin, 

Richard Walker, John Sican, 

Edmond French, Anthony Brunton, 

John Verdlles, Thomas Gaven, 

Philip Pearfon, Daniel Elwood, 

Thomas Robins, John Brunct. 
Richard Dawfon, 

• The preceding paper was publifhed about a month 
after tbe proclamation was iiTued, offering a reward 
of 300 1. for the difcovering the author of the Dra- 
pier's fourth letter. 
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A L E T T E R 

To the Right Honourable 

The Lord Vifcount Molesworth. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

Tkiy e^mpnffed me about alfo with vjords of dectit^ md 

fovght againft me wirhout a caufe. 
For my love they are my adverfaries ; but I give m/- 

felf unto prayer. 
And thty hate nivarded me evil for goed^ and hatred 

Jbr my love, Pfal. cix, 3, 4, 5. 
Seik not to be judge y being not able to take away ini' 

quity ; lejl at any time thou fear the perfon if the 

mighty, and lay a Jlumblingblock in the way of thy 

upr^ghtnefi. 
Offend not againft the multitude of a city^ and then 

thoufbalt not caft thy f elf down among the people. 
Bind not one Jin upon another^, for in jona thouJhaU nef 

be unpunijbed. Ecclus vii. 6, 7, 8. 

Non jam prima peto Mnefthcus, neque vincerc ccrto: 
Quanquam O ! fed fuperent quibus hoc> Neptune, de<iifti. 1 

Directions to the Printer. 

Mr. Harding, 

WHEN I fent you my former papers, I cannot 
fay I intended you either good or hurt; and 
rpu have happened through my means to re- 
>th. 1 pray God de\\N€.T '^cax tcok^sv^xi^ more 
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^f the latter^ and increafe the former, Yotir trade, 
particularly, in this kingdom, is of all others the 
jnoft unfortunately circumftantiated ; for, as you 
deal in the moft worthlefs kind of trafli, the pcnny- 
I^roduftions of pcnnylefs fcriblcrs ; fo you often 
venture your liberty, and fomctimes your lives, for 
iStLt purchafe of half a crown ; and, by your own 
Ignorance, are punifhed for other mens actions • 

I am afraid, you in particular think you have 
reafon to complain of me, for your own and your 
wife^s confinement in prifon, to your great ex- 
penfe, as well as hardfhip ; and for a profecution 
ftill impending. But I will tell you, Mr. Harding, 
how that matter ftands. Since the prefs hath lain 
nnder fo ftriA an infpeftion^ thoie who have a 
mind to inform the world, are become fo cautious 
as to keep themfelves, if poffible, out of the way 
of danger. My cuftom therefore is to did):ate to a 
prentice, who can write in a feigned hand ; and 
what is written we fend to your houfe by a black- 
guard boy. But, at the fame time, I do aflure 
you tipoo my reputation, that I never did fend you 
any thing for which I thought you could poffibly 
be called to an account. And you will be my wit- 
aefs, that L always defired you, by a letter, to take 
Ibme good advice before you ventured to print ; 
becaufe I knew the dexterity of dealers in the law 9 
at finding out fomcthing to faften on, where no e- 
vil is meant. I am told indeed, that you did ac- 
cordingly confult feveral very able perfons, and e- 
ipten (bme who afterwards appeared againft you : to 
which I can only anfwer, that you muft either 
change your advifcrs, or determine to print no- 
thing that comes from a drapier, 

I defire you will fend the inclofcd letter du-efted 
to my Lord Vifcount Molefworth, at his houfe in 
Brackdenftown, near Swords : but I would have it 
fent printed for the convenience of his Lorddxv^''^* 
reading ; becaufe this counterfeit Vi^ivA. oi \x\^ '^x«\- 
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tice is not very legible. And, if you think fit ta 
publifli ity I would have you firft get it read eves 
by fome notable lawyer : I am afiured you will find 
enough of them, who are friends to the drapiery 
and will do it without a fee ; which, I am afraid, 
you can ill aflford after all your expenfes. For al- 
thoui^h I have tidcen fo much cai*e, that I think it 
inipoHible to tiiul a topic out of the following pa- 
pers for fending you again to prifon, yet I wiU not 
ventu^e to be your guarantee. 

This enfuing letter contains only a ihort account 
of myfclf, and an humble apology for my former 
pamphlets, efpecially the hAk ; with little menuon 
of Mr. Wood or his halfpence ; becaufe I have al- 
ready faid enough upon that fubjeft, until occafioa 
Ihall be given for new fears ;. and, in that cafe, you 
may perhaps hear from me again. 

I am. 
From my Jhop in your friend 

St. FranciS'Jlreety and fervant, 

Dec. 14. 1724. M. B. 

P. S, For want of intercourfe between you and 
me, which I never will fufFer *, your people are apt 
to make very grofs errors in the prefs, which I de- 
lire you will provide againft. 

• The copies were always fert to the prcfs by feme obftiire mcf- 
fenger, who ncvtr knew the per Ton from whom he received thfru, 
but fave them in at a window. The amanuenfTs only was tiufted,- 
to whom about two je-us afur the author gave an emplovmcnt of 
40 L a year as a rev.a d for his fidelity, Dutf, edit. 



To 



C 30? J 

To the Right Honourablr 

The Lord Viscount Moles worth,. 

At his houfe at Brackdenftown, near Swords. . 



My Lord, 

IRcfieft too late on the maxim of common ob^ 
fervers, That thofe who meddle in matters out 
of their calling, will have reafon to repent ; which • 
is now verified in mc : for, by engaging in the trade 
of a writer, I have drawn upon mjfeif the difplca- 
fure of the government, fignilied by a proclama- 
tion promiiing a reward of three hundred pounds 
to the firft faithful fubjedl who fliall be able and 
inclined to inform againft mc ; to which 1 may 
add, the laudable zeal and indufiry of my Lord 
Chief Juftice Whitfhed, in his endeavours to dif- 
cover i'o dangerous a perlbn. Therefore, whether 
I repent or no, I have certainly caufc to do fo ; and 
the common obfervation ftill ftands good. 

It will fometimes happen, I know not how, ia, 
the courfe of human affairs, that a man fliall be 
made liable to legal animadvcrfions, where he hath 
nothing to anfwer for either to God or his coun- 
try ; and condemned atWeflminfter-hall, for wha^ 
he will never be charged with at the day of judge- 
ment. 

After ftriftly examining my own heart, and con- 
fulting fome divines of great reputation, I cannot 
accufe myfelf of any * •* malice or wickedntfs a- 

* Articles meatioocU la the indiAmei^l ^t\^ ^toc\^mv\<)tv« 

C c 3 ^* 'gilvcS^^ 
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•* againft the public ; of any defigns to fow fcdi- 
** tion ; of reflecting on the king and his miiiifters ; 
** or of endeavouring to alienate the affe^on* of 
^* the people of ihb king4om from thofe of Eng- 
** land." All I can charge- myfelf with, is a weak 
attempt to ferve a nation in danger of deftru£Uon 
by a moft wicked and malicious projector, without 
waiting until I were called to its affiftance. Which 
attempt, however it may perhaps give me the title 
of (ntifniaticat and ov^rweeninf^j will never lie a bur- 
den upon my confcience. God knows whether I 
may not, with all my caution, have already run 
myfelf into a fecond danger, by oflfering thus much 
in my own vindication. For I have heard of a 
judge, who, upon the criminal's appeal to the 
dreadful day of judgment, told him he had incur- 
red a premunire for appealing to a foreign jurifdic- 
tion : and of another in Wales, who feverely check- 
ed the prifoner for offering the fame plea ; taxing 
him with refle<El:ing on the court by fuch a compari- 
fon ; becaufe comparifons were odious • 

But, m order to make fome excufe for being 
more fpeculative than others of my condition, I de- 
iire your liOrdfhip's pardon, while I am doing a 
very foolifh thing ; which is to give you fome iitde 
account of myfelf. 

I was bred at a free fchool, where I acquired 
fome little knowledge in the Latin tongue. I ferved 
my apprmticefliip in London, and there fet up for 
myfelf with good fuccefs ; until by the death of 
fome friends, and misfortunes of others, I return- 
ed into this kingdom ; and began to employ my 
thoughts in cultivating the woollen manufa£hirc 
through all its branches ; wherein I met with great 
difcouragement, and powerful oppofers, whofe ob- 
je<^tion5 appeared to me very ftrange and fingular. 
They argued, that the people of England would be 
o^endcd, if our manufactures were brought to c- 
■taual theirs x aud even (oxa^ oi x!ix<^ weaving trade 
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were my enemies ; which I could not but. look up* 
on as abfurd and unnatural; I remember your 
Lordihip at that time did me the honour to come 
into my Ihop, where I (hewed you * a piece of black 
and whb^2 ftuff juft fent from the dyer : which you 
were pleafed to approve of, and be my cuftomer 
for. 

Howe:ver, I was fo mortified, that I refolved for 
the future to fit quietly in my Ihop, and deal in 
common goods, like the reft of my brethren ; un- 
til it happened fome months ago, confidering with 
myfelf, that the lower or poorer foit of people 
wanted a plain ftrong coaric duff to defend them 
againft cold eafterly winds, which then blew very 
fierce and blafting for a long time together ; I con- 
trived one on purpofe, which fold very well all o- 
ver the kingdom, and preferved many thoufands 
from agues. I then made a * fecond and a third 
kind of ftuffs for the gentry, with the fame fuccefs ; 
infomuch that an ague hath hardly been heard of 
for feme time. 

This incited me fo far, that I ventured upon a. 
f fourth piece made of the beft Iriih wool I could 
get ; and I thought it grave and rich enough to be 
worn by the beft lord or judge of the land. But of: 
late fome great folks' complain, as I hear, that when 
they had it on, they felt a ihuddering in their limbs, 
and have thrown it oft* in a rage } curfing to hell the 
poor drapier who invented it : fo that I am deter- > 
mined never to work for perfons of quality again ; 
except for your Lordfliip and a very few more. 

I afiure your Lordftiip, upon the word of an ho-' 
neft citizen, that I am not richer, by the value of- 
one of Mr. Wood's halfpence, with the fale of all- 
the fevcral ftuffs J have contrived ; for I give the 

♦ By this is-meant, the Pro/fofal fot the umverfalufe of Irijb mattw 
faEiureu 

• Thedrapitr's fir't three letters. 

-f The fourth letter, agaioft-w^cU iVkt ^tQc\^tcv»SLVOti.'«^%''v^'i^^» 
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whole profit to the dyers 2ikii preffersi. And* 
therefore I hope you will pleafe to believe, that no 
other motive, befidcs the love of my country, could 
engage me to bufy my head and hands to the lofs of 
mv time, and the gain of nothing but vexation and. 
iii'will. 

I have now in hand one piece of ftufFtobe woven 
on purpofe for your Lordlhip ; although I might 
be alhamedto otfcr it to you,, after I have confcff- 
cd, that it will be made only from the || fhreds and- 
remnants of the wool employed in the former.. 
However, I fhall work it up as well as I can ; and,, 
at worll, you need only give it among your te* 
nants. 

I am very fenfible, how ill your Lordfhlp is like 
to be entertained with the pedantry of a drapier in: 
the terms of his own trade. How will the matter 
be mended, when you find me entering, again, al- 
though very fparingly, into an . aftair of ftate ? for 
fuch is now grown the controverfy with Mr. Wood, 
if fome great lawyers are to be credited. And as. 
It often happens at play, that men begin with far- 
things, and go on to gold, till fome of them lofc 
their eftates, and die in jail ; fo it may poflibly fall 
out in my cafe, that by playing too long with Mr. 
Wood's halfpence, I may be drawn in to pay a fine 
double to the reward for betraying me ; be fent to 
prifon, and 72&t delivered thence until I Jbali have find, 
the iittermoji farthing. 

There are, my Lord, three forts of perfons, 
with whom I am reiblved never to difputc ; a high- 
wayman with a piftol at my breaft ; a troop of dra- 
goons, who come to. plunder my houfe ; and a man 
of the law, who can make a merit of accufing me. 
In each of thefc cafes, which are ahnoft the fame,, 
the beft method is to keep out of the way ; and the 
next beft is, to deliver your money, furrender your 
■ oufe, and confefs nothing. 

.F/inters. ^ 'W.^w^vtv^xJci^Yt^Cttvt letter. 
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I am told, that the two points in my laft letter, 
from which anoccalion of offence hath been taken, 
are, where I mention his Majefty's anfwer to the 
addrefs of the houfe of Lords upon Mr. Wood's* 
patent ; and where I difcourfe upon Ireland being 
a dependent kingdom.. As to the former I can on- 
ly fay, that I have treated it with the utmoft refpeft 
and caution; and I thought it neceffaiy to fhew. 
where Wood's patent differed in many cffential 
parts from all others that ever had been granted ; 
becaufe the contray had, for want of due informa- 
tion, been fo ftrongly and fo largely ailerte.d. As 
to the other, of Ireland's dependency : I confefs to- 
have often heard it mentioned, but was never able 
to under ftand what it meant. This gave me the cu- 
riofity to inquire among fevcral eminent lawyers,, 
who profeffed they knew nothing of the matter, I 
then turned qver all the ftatutes.of both kingdoms 
without the Lead information, further than an Irifli 
aft that I quoted, of the 33d of Henry VIII. unit- 
mg Ireland to England under one King. I cannot 
fay, I was forry to be difappointed in my fearch, 
becaufe it is certain, I could be contented to de- 
pend only upon God and my prince, and the Liws 
of my own counti-y, after the manner of other na- 
tions .^ But fince my betters are of a different opi- 
nion, and defire further dependencies,. I iliall out- 
wardly fubmit ; yet ftill infifting in my own heart 
upon the exception I made of M. B. dr/ipier. In- 
deed that hint was boiTowcd from an idle ftory I 
had heard in if ngland, which perhaps may be com- 
mon and beaten ^ but becaufe it infmuates neither 
treafon nor fedition, I will juft barely relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the Peers were ftv 
great that the Commons were looked upon as little 
better than theu' dependcms, a bill was brought in 
for making fome new additions to the power and 
privileges of the, peerage. After it was read^ otvc 
Mr. Drue, a. member of the hoxife ft.ooA.xi.'^v •axi&.. 
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ikid, he very much approved the bUl, and vroufd 
give his vote to have it pafs ; but hawever,. for feme 
reafons bed known to hirafelfy he defired that a 
daufe might be infertcd for excepting -he family ff 
the Drues, The oddnefs of the propofition taught 
others to reflect a little ; and the biU wasthrowiv 
out. 

Whetherl were miftaken, or went too fer in exa* 
mining the dependency, muft be left to the impar-^ 
tial judgment of the world, as well as to the courts 
of judicature ; although indeed not in fo efieftual 
and decifive a manner. But to. affirm, as I hear 
fame do, in order to countenance a fearful and 
fervile fpirit, that this point did not belong to mj 
fiibjcft, is a falft and fM>li{h objeftion. There 
were feveral fcandalous reports induilriouily fpread' 
by Wood and his accomplices, to difcourage all op- 
pofition againft his infamous project. Iliey gave 
It out, that we were prepared for a rebellion ; that 
we difputed the King's prerogative, and were fliak- 
ing off our dependency. The firft went fo far, and 
obtained fo much belief againft the moft vifible de- 
mon (liMtions to the contraiy, that a great perfon of 
this kingdom, now in Kngland, fent over fuch an 
account of it to his friends, as would- make any 
good fubjedt both grieve and tremble, h thought 
it therefore neceffary to treat that calumny as it de- 
ferved. Then I proved by an invincible argument, 
that we couid have no inteotion todifputehisMaje* 
fly's prerogative ; becaufe the prerogative was nor 
concerned in the queflion ; the civilians and lawyers 
of all nations agreeing, that copper is not money. 
And laftly, to clear usirom the imputation of fhaking 
off our dependency, I fhewed wherein I thought, 
and fhall ever think, this dependency conGfled; 
and cited the ftatute above mentioned made in Ire- 
land; by which it is enacted, that ** whoever is 

King of England, fhall be King of Ireland ;'* and 
the two kingdoms &vi\\:\» ^'' fc^ ^^er knit to- 
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*' gether under one King.*' This, as I conceived, 
did wholly acquit us of intending to break our de- 
pendency ; becaufe it was altogether out of our 
power : for furcly no King of England will ever 
confent to the repeal of this ftatute. 

But upon this article 1 am charged with a heavier 
accufation It is faid I went too far, when I decla^ 
red, ** that if ever the pretender fliould come to be 
** fixed upon the throne of England (which God 
^ forbid), I would fo far venture to tranfgrefs this 
** ftatute, that I would lofe the laft drop of my 
*' blood, before I would fubmit to him as King of 
" Ireland," 

This I hear on all fides is the ftrongeft and 
weightieft objc^ion againft me ; and which hath 
given the moft oflence ; that I fhould be fo bold to 
declare againft a*diredl ftatute ; and that any mo- 
tive, how ftrong foever, could make me rejeft a 
king, whom England fhould receive. Now, if in 
defending myfelf from this accufation I fhould free- 
ly confefs, that I ivent too far ; that the exprefSon 
was very indifcreet, although occafioned by my zeal 
for his prefent Majefty, and his Proteftant line in 
the houfe of Hanov^ ; that I fliall be careful nevcf. 
to oftend again in the like kind ; and that I hope 
this free acknowledgement and forrow for my er- 
ror will be fome atonement, and a little foften the 
hearts of mv powerful' advcrfarics ; I fay, if I 
fhould ofter mch a defence as this, I do not doubt 
but fome people would wreft it to an ill meaning by 
fpiteful interpretation. And therefore, fince I can- 
not think of any other anfwer, which that para- 
graph can admit, I will leave it to the mercy of e- 
every candid reader ; butftiil without recanting my 
own opinion. 

I will now venture to tell your Lordfhip a fecret, 
ivherein I fear you are too deeply concerned. You 
^ill therefore pleafe to know, that xYAs ViJcJvx. q?L 
"writing and di/courfing, whereia 1 '\3ix\Soictvjit\'^x.<^^ 



^ 



I* He publidied a WjV-vti xYvt m<z,<\ of William III. indJcJ,^ 
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differ from almoft the whole kingdom, and am apt 
to grate the ears of more .than I could wifii, was 
acquired during my apprenticefhip in London, and 
and a long refidence there after I hadfetup formy- 
felf. Upon my return and fettlement here, I thought 
I had only changed one country of freedom for 
another. I had been long convei-fing with the wri- 
tings of your Ix)rdfliip *, Mr. Locke, Mr. Moli- 
neux. Colonel Sidney, and other dangerous au- 
thors, who talk of ** liberty as a bleiEng, to which 
•* the whole race of mankind hath an original tide; 
** whereof nothing hut unlawful force can diveft 
** them.** I knew a great deal of the feveral Go- 
tliic inftitutions in Europe ; and by what incidents 
and events they came to be deftroyed : and I ever 
thought it themoft uncontrolled and univerfally a- 
greed maxim, **That freedom confifts in a people's 
** being gov^rrned bylaws made with their own con- 
** fent; and flavery in the contraiy." I have been 
likewife told, and believe it to be true, that liberty and 
property are words of known ufe and fignification 
in this kingdom ; and the very laviryers pretend to 
under ftand, and have them pften in their mouths. 
Tliefe were the errors which have mifled me, and 
to which alone I muft impute the fevere treatment 
I have received. But I fliall in time grow wifer, 
and learn to confider my driver, the road I am in, 
and with whom I am yoked. This I will venture to . 
iay, that the boldeft and moft obnoxious words I j 
ever delivered, would in England have only expo- ' 
fed me as a Ihipid fool, who went to prove that the 
fun /bone in a dear Cummer s day i and I have wit- 
ncffcs ready to dcpole, that your Lordfhip hath 
faid and writ fifty times worfe ; and what is ftill an 
aggravation, with infinitely more wit afnd learning, 
and Wronger arguments : fo that, as politicks run, 
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I do not know a perfon'of more exceptionable prin-" 
ciples than yourielf : and if ever I fliall be difcover- 
cd, I think you will be bound in honour to pay my 
fine, and fupport me in prifon ; or elfe I may chance 
to inform againft you by way of reprifal. 

In the mean time I beg your Lordihip to receive 
my con&flion ; that if there be any fuch a thing 
as a dependency of Ireland upon England, other- 
wife than as I have explained it, either by the law 
of God, of nature, of reafon, of nations, or of 
the land, (which I fhall die rather than grant), then 
was the proclamation againft me the moft merciful 
that ever was put out ; and inflead of acculing 
me as malicious, wicked, and fcditious, it might have 
been direAlyas guilty of high-treafon. 

All I defire is, that tlie caufe of my country a- 
gainft Mr. Wood may not fuflfer by any inadverten- 
cy of mine. Whether Ireland depends upon 1* ng 
land, or only upon God, the king, and the law ; I 
iiope no man will aflert, that it depends upon Mr, 
Wood. I Ihould be heartily forry, that this, com- 
mendable fpirit againft me ihould accidentally (and 
what, I hope, was never intended) ftrike a damp 
upon thjit fpirit in all ranks and corporations- of 
men againft the defperate and ruinous deiign of Mr. 
Wood. Let my countrymen blot out thofe parts 
in my laft letter, which theydiflike; an4 let no ruft 
remain on my fword to cure the wounds I have givea 
to our moft mortal enemy. When Sir Charles Sidley 
was taking the oaths, where feveral things were to 
be renouBced, he faid, he loved renouncing ; afk- 
cd if any more were to be renounced ; for he - 
was ready to renounce as much as they pleafed* 
Although I am not fo thorough a renouncer, yet 
let me have but good city fecurity ag^n^ this pcfti- 
lent coinage, and I fliall be ready, 1^ only to re* 
nounce every fyllablc in all my four letters, but to * 
deliver them chearfully wi^ my own haiids irxo 
thofe of the common hangm«,a lo\>t\i\>xxiX'WvCsv^^ 

Vol. Ill Dd ^^vvsx 
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better company than the coiner 'd efSgies, if any 
part of it hath efcaped out of the fecular hands of 
my faithftil friends, the common people. 

But, whatever the fert timents of fome people may 
be, I think it is agreed, that may of thofe who fub- 
fcribed againil me, are on the fide cf a vaft majo- 
rity in the kingdom, who oppofcd Mr. Wood • ; 
and it was with great fatisfadlion, that I obferved 
fome right honourable names very amicably joined 
with my o^vn at the bottom of a ftrong declaration 
againll him and his coin. But if the admiffion of 
it among us be already determined, the worthy 
perfon who is to betray me, ought in prudence to 
do it with all convenient fpeed; or clfc k maybe 
difficult to find three hundred pounds Sterling 
for the difcharge of his hire, when the pa- 
blic fliall have loft five hundred thoufand, if there 
be fo much in the nation ; befides four fifths of its 
annual income for ever. 

I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between 
man and man it is of much weight, wluch of them 
gave the firft provocation, or ftruck the firft blow. 
It is manifeft that Mr. Wood ha£h done both : and 
therefore I fhould humbly propofe to have him firft 
hanged, and his drofs thrown into the fea : after 
which the drapier will be ready to ftand his trial. 
*' It muft needs be that offences come, but wo un- 
** to him by whom the offisnce cometh. If Mr. 
Wood had held his hand, every body elfe weuld 
have held their tongues ; and then there would 

* As the Drapicr't letters were written exprefsly againft Wood's 
. halfpence, it might well be imagijied that a prOclaiin«iion againft tke 
aiUhor would produce ao opinion, that to Oppofe Wood's halfpence 
walk illegal, anid (ubje^edlhe party to pains and penalties : topievent 
fo fatH.a miftakfe, it it here remarked, that many of thofe who fnb- 
• fcribed thiB-proclamatioB, were yet ftrennous oppoferft of Wood*s pro- 
jed. This diftioAion is yet more explicit in the letter to Lord Mid- 
dleton, which was written fooo after the fourth letter, and inteodeJ 
to be the fifth, though for fome reafons deferred.- . -See the letter 
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%zyc been Uttl^ need o^ pamphlets, juxresj or pro- 
(;lainations upon this occafion. The provocation 
muft needs have been very great, which could ftir 
up an obfcure^ mdolcnt drapier to become an au- 
dior. One would almoft think, the very ftones in 
the ftreet would rife up in fuch a caufe : and I 
am not Aire they will not do fo againft Mr. Wood, 
if ever he comes within their reach. It is a knowa 
ftory of the d^mh boy, whofe tongue forced apaf- 
ikge for fpe^h by the horror of feeing a dagger at 
Im father's throat. This may kfien the wonder^ 
^hat a tredefoum hid in privacy and fiknce ihould 
^ry out, wheo iljke life and being pf hi^ political mo- 
ibier are sii^^nipted before his :^e, and by ib infa*^ 
810U3 a wrwh. 

But 'ux the mean time Mr, Wood the deftroyer 
of a kingdom walks aboi^t in triumph, (unl^fs it be 
true, that he is in jail for debt), while he who en- 
deavoured to a0ert the liberty of his countiy is 
forced to hide his head ifbr oc^cafionally dealing in a 
matter of controverfy. However, I am not the 
firft, who hath been condemned to death for gain-. 
Jog a great viftory over a powerfyl enemy by dif- 
obeying for once the ftrift orders of military dif- 
cipline». 

I am now refolved to follow (after the ufuat 
proceeding of mankind, becaufe it is too late) the 
:^dvice given me by a certain clean *. He (hewed 
the mlftake I was in, of trufling to the general 
good-will of the people i that I had fucceeded hi>- 
therto better than could be expeAed; but that^ 
fome unfortunate circumftantial lapfe would pro- 
hably bring me within the reach of power : that my 
good intentions would be no Security againft thofe 
who watched every niotion of my pen in the bitter^ 
nefs of my foul. He produced an inftance of a 
perfon as innocent* as di£merefted, and as well* 

• Tnc author is jfuppoicd to mean hirftC«\f • 

D d 2, Tcwtfts&sv^ 
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menning as myfclf ; who had written f a very fei- 
fonable and inofteniire treatife^ exhorting the peo- 
ple of this kingdom to wear their own manufac- 
tiires ; for wluch however the printer was profc- 
ciued wkh the utmoft virulence ; xhtjuryfent hack 
nine times \ and the man given up to the mercy 
of the court. The dean fiirthcr obferved, that I 
was in a manner left alone to Aand the batde; 
while others, who had ten thoufknc^ tiines better 
talents than a drapier^ were (b prudent as to Ik 
flill ; and perhaps thought it no unpteafant amuft- 
ment to look on with fafety, while another war 
giving them diverfion at the hazard of his liberty 
and fortune ; and thought they made a fufficientre- 
compence by a little s^plaufe : whereupon he con* 
eluded with a fliort ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; who 
being condemned to the fire on account of his re* 
ligion, a croud of fchoolboys following him to the 
ftake, and apprehending they might lofe their fport 
if he fhould happen to recant, would often clap 
him on the back, and cry, Stafrme Mayfe, (Mofes 
continue Jiedfafl,) 

I allow this gentleman's advice to have been very 
good, and his obfervations juft ; and in one re- 
lpe<^ my condition is worfe than that of the Jew r 
for ** no recantation will fave me." However, it 
iliould feem by fome late proceedings, that my ftate 
is not altogether deplorable. This I can impute to 
nothing but the fteadinefs of two impartial grand 
juries ; which hath confirmed in me an opinion I 
have long entertained ; that, as philofophers fay, 
virtue is featcd in the middle \ fo, in another fenfe, 
the little virtue left in the world is chiefly to be 
found among the middle rank of mankind, who 
arc neither allured out of her paths by ambirion, 
nor driven by poverty. 

•f" The author means himfclf again ; in ihc dirccurfc advilng the 
._ pe ople of Jreiard to w'z^x \.W\t Q>:tvwi*t\\3L{A6.urcs, 
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Since the proclamation occafioncd by my laft 
letter, and a due prepai-ation for proceeding a- 
gainft me in a court of juftice, there have been two 
px'inted papers clandeftinely fpread about ; whereof 
no man is able to trace the original, further than 
by conjefture ; which with its ufual charity, lays 
ihem to my account. The former is intitled, Sen^ 
/enable advice, and appears^ to have been intended 
for information of the grand jury, upon the fup- 

?>fition of a bill to be prepared againft that letter.. 
he other is an extraft from a printed book of par- 
liamentary proceedings, in the year 1680 ; con- 
taining an angry refoluiion of the houfe of 
Commons in England againft difTolving grand 
juries. As to the former, your Lordihips will 
find it to be the work of a more artful hand 
than that of a common drapier. It hath been cen- 
fured for endeavouring to influence the minds of a- 
jury, which ought to be wholly free and unbiafled ;. 
and for that rcafon it is manifcft, that no judge 
was ever known, either upon or ofi' the bench, ei-^ 
ther by himfelf or his dependents, to ufe the leaft 
infinuation, that might poffibly affcft the pailions • 
or interefts of any one fingle juiyman, much lefsof 
a whole jury; whereof every man iivclH be con- 
vinccd^ who will juft give liimfelf the trouble to 
dip into the common printed trials : fo as it is a- 
mazing to think, what a nimiber of upright judges, 
there have been in both kingdoms for above fixt^ 
ytzrs paft : whichj confidering how long they held 
their offices during pleafure, as they ftill do among 
us *, I account next to a miracle. 

As to the other paper, I muft confefs it is a fharp 
cenfure from an Engliih houfe of Commons againft 

* Perhaps this may account for Wbit(hed's cdnduA. See the 
notes prefixed to the Prop^fal for the Jdt yje cf Lijh moftufaSiures i- 
amd fiiperadded to tht- ftaf^aatliaihUt to the grand yirf^ ' both in tbi«^ 
Toiuifte. 
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ctiiTolving grand juries by any judge before the end 
of ihe term, aflizes, or ieflions, while matters arc 
tinder their confideration and not prefented, as ar- 
bitrary, i-iegal, deftruftive to public juftice, a ma- 
nifefl violation of his oath, and as a means to fub- 
vert the fundamental laws of the kingdom. 

HoweTer, the publiiher feems to have bern mif" 
taken in what he aimed at. For whatever depen- 
dence there may be of Ii-eland upon England, I 
hope he would not infinuate, that the proceedingi 
of a lord chief jufticc in L*eland milft depend upon 
a refolution of an Englifh houfe of commons. Be- 
iides that i^fblution, although it were levelled a' 
gainft a particular lord chief juftice. Sir William 
Scroggs, yet the occaiion was dire^Hy contrary. 
For Scroggs diijiblved the grand jury of London 
for fear they fhould prefent ; but oursl in Dublin 
was diflblved becaufe they would not prefent; 
which wonderfully alters the cafe. And therefore 
a fecond grand jury fupplied that defeft by 
making a prefentment * that pleafed the whole 
kingdom. However, I think it is agreed by all 
parties, that both the one and the other jury be* 
haved themfelves in fuch a manner, as ought to be 
remembered to their honour, while there (hall 
be any regard left among us for virtue or pub- 
lic fpirit. 

I am confident your Lordfhips will be of my 
fentiments in one thing j that fome ihort plain au- 
thentic traA might be publifhed for the informa- 
tion both of petty and gi-and juries, how far their 
power reacheth, and where it is limited ; and that 
' ft printed copy of fuch a treatife might be depoiited 
in eviery court to ht confulted by the jurjrmen, 
before they confider of their verdift ; by which a- 
bundance of inconveniencics would be avoided, 
irhereof innumerable infiances might be produced 

^jl§ 9m tbe pcefcntmant mmt^vtUN^ v^^^^^^v^ Ittittr, 
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6-bin former times ; becaufe I will fay nothing o£ 
the prefcnt. 

I have read fomewhere of an eaftem king, who 
put a judge to death for aniniquitous fentence ; and 
ordered his hide to be ftuded into a cuihion, and 
placed upon the tribunal for the fon to lit on, who* 
was preferred to his father's office. I fancy, fuch 
a memorial might not have been unufeful to a fon^ 
of Sir William Scroggs, and that both he and his 
iucceflbrs would-often wriggle in their feats, as long 
as the cufhion lafted : I wiih the relator had tol<i 
Bs what number of fuch cufhions there might be in: 
that country. 

I cannot but obferve toyour Tx)rd{hip, how nice: 
and how dangerous a point it is grown, for a prt« 
vate perfon to inform the people, even in an affaiR 
where the public iutereflr and fafety are fo highly 
concerned as that of Mr. Wood ; and this m a 
country where loyalty is woven into the very hearts- 
of the people, feems a^ little extraordinary. Sir 
William Scroggs was the firft who introduced that 
commendabk acutenejs into the c^urt of judicature ; 
but how far this practice hath been imitated by his 
fucceflbrs, or ftrained upon occaflon, is out of my 
knowledge. When pamphlets, unpleafing to the 
miniftry were prefented as libels, he would order 
the offeniive paragraphs to be read before him; 
and faid it was ftrange, that the judges and lawyers of 
the King's-bench (hould be duller than all the people 
of England : and he was often fo very happy in ap- 
plying the intiail letters of names, and expounding 
dubious hints, (the two common expedients among 
writers of that clafs for efcaping the law), that he 
difcovered much more than ever the authors in- 
tended ; as maiiy of them, or their printers, found 
to their coft. If fuch methods are to be followed in 
examining what I have already written, or may 
write hereafter, upon the fubjeft of Mr. Wood^ \. 
defyfiany man of fifty times irvy -wfti^w^^tv^vw^-^A^ 
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caution to avoid being intrapped ; iinlefs be will be 
content to write what none will read, by repeating 
over the old arguments and computations, where- 
of the world is already groAvn weary^ So that mf 
good friend. Harding, lies under this dilemma ; ei^ 
ther to let my learned works hang for ever a- 
di7ing upon his lines> or venture to publiih them 
at the. hazard of being laid by the heels. 

I need not telL your Lordfliip^ where the diffi'* 
culty lies : it is true, that the King and the laws 
permit us to refiife this>coin of Mr. Wood : but at 
the fame time it i» equally true, that the King and 
the laws permit us to receive it. Now^. it* is barely 
poHible,. that the miniAers in England may not fup- 
}>ofe the conrequences of uttering that brafs among 
U3 to. be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; bccauic, 
perhaps, if they underftood it in that light, they 
would' in common humanity ufe thein credit with 
his Majefty for faving a moft. loyal kingdom from 
deili-uftioni. But as long as it Ihould pleafe thofo 
great perfons to think that coin will not be fo very 
pernicious to us> we lie under the difadvantage of 
being cenfured as obftinate in not complying with 
a royid patent. Therefore nothing remains but to- 
make ufe of that liberty, which- the King and the 
laws have left us, by continuing to refufe this coin ;. 
and by frequent remembrances- to keep up that fpi* 
rit raifed againft it, which otherwife may be apt to 
flag, and perhaps in time to finfc altogether. For 
any public order againft receiving or uttering Mr. 
Wood's halfpence is. not reafonably to be expefted 
in this kingdom without dire^ons from England; 
which I think no body prefumes^ or is fo fanguine 
to hope. 

But to confefs the truth, my Lord^ I begin to 
grow weary of my oSicc as a writer ; and could 
heartily wifh it were devolved upon my brethren^ 
the makers of fongs and ballads, who perhaps are 
tjic beft qualified at prefeiiX. vo ^^cCsas,^ 'vx>^\XNfc ^an-r 
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Snrgs of this controvcrfy. As to myfelf, it hath 
been my misfortune to begin, and purfue it uport 
a wrong foundation. For, having deteftctf the 
frauds and falfehoods ©f this vile knpoftor Wood 
in every part, I foolilhly difdaihed to have rccouri'c 
to whining, lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but 
rather chofe to appeal to law and liberty, and the 
common rights or mankind, without eonfidcring 
the climate I was in. 

Since your laft reiidence in Ireland, I frequently 
have taken my nag to ride about your grounds ; 
where I fancied myfelf to feel an air of freedom 
breathing rouad me ; and I am glad the low condi- 
tion of a tradefmen did not qualify me to wait oa 
you at your houfc ; for then, I am afraid, my writ- 
ings would not have elcaped feverer cenfures. But 
1 have lately fold my nag, and honeftlv told his 
greateft fault, which was that of fnuffing op the 
air about Brackdenftown ; whereby he became fuch 
a lover of liberty, that I could fcarce hold him in, 
I have likewife buried at the bottom of a ftrong 
cheft your Lordfhip's writings under a heap of o- 
thers tliat treat of liberty; and fpread over a layer 
or two of Hobbes, Filmer, Bodin, and many more 
authors of that ftarap, to be readieft at hand, • 
whenever I fhall be difpofed to take up a new fct 
of principles in government. In the mean time I 
defign quietly to look to my fhop, and keep as far 
out of your Lorfhip's in^uence as poffible : and if 
ever you fee any more^ of my writings on this fub- 
jeA, I promife you fhall 6nd tkem as innocent, as 
inlipid, and without a ftiog, as what I have now 
offered you. But, if your Lordfhip will give mc 
an eafy leafe of fome part of your eftate in York- 
ihire, thither will I carry my cheft : and turning it 
iipfide down, refuine my political reading where I 
left off; feed on plain homely fare, and live and 
elk a free honeft Engiifh farmer ; but not without 
regret for leaving my coumrYmtu uniitT: ^<t^xc^^ 
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of the brazen talons of Mr, Wood : toy moft loyat 
and innocent countrymen ; tp whom I owe fo much 
for their good opinion of me, and my poor endea* 
foors to iervc them. I am, with the greateft re*^ 

My Lord^ 

Tour Lordfiiip's 
Frmn my fi$p m moft obedienl 

St.Frands'Jtrat, and moft humtjlc (ervantj 

J>f€. 14. 1704* M. B< 



-*■ 



Thefe papers (for the fixth and feventh letters^ 
were not publifhed tiU long afterwards) prevailed,,, 
nocwithftanding threats, profecutions, and impri** 
ibnment, againft all the influence of power, and aQ^ 
the artifices of cunning ; perfons of evefy rank, 
and every feft united with the drapier in the com- 
mon caufe, his health was ^ perpetual toaft, and 
his effigies were difplaycd in every ftreet ; Wood 
was compelled to withdraw his patent, an^ his half- 
pence were toully fijpprcficd. 
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A, LETTER to the Lord CfeanccUor Mid- 

4>LET0N *• 

Written in the year l^l^. 

[3y many pnffiiges in die following letter^ and by 
x\\t date O^. 6. 1724, it appears to haive been writ- 
ten foon after the proclamation againft the drapicr . 
for his fourth letter, and before the jury had 
thrown out the bill of indiAtnent. Ac this crifis 
,perhaps the Dean did nOt chufe to refume a cha- 
rafter which was become obnoxious, and therefore 
wrote in his own : the original was figned with his 
-name, though it appeared to h<ive been obliterated 
by anmher hand : tor fome reafon the publication 
'of it w3 delayed, and it was firft printed in an e- 
dition of the Dean's works publifhed at Dublin in 
1735. This however is not the only reafon why k 
b placed after the fifth letter ; for the fifth letter 
appears to have been fubftituted in its ftead, and 
not intended to follow it. The fourth letter, both 
in this and in the fifth, is called the laft ; which 
could not have happened if both had been parts of 
the fame feries. 

The reader ti^iU now cafily account for thofe 
pafTages in the Ipctbj by which the profecution a- 
galnft Harding appears to be .depending, though in 
the fifth it b mentioned as paft.J 

My Loit^, 
T Defire you will confidcr me as a member, who 
-** comes in at the latter end of a debate ; or as a 
lawyer, who fpesdcs to a caufe when the matter 

* He C\%ntA the prockmation «|«io& dic'Ota^luK. 
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hath been aknoft exhaufted by thofe whe fpoke be- 
fore. 

I remember fome months ago I was at your houfe 
upon a commifiion, where I am one of the gover- 
nors ^ but I went thidier not fo much or account 
of the commiffion, as to aik you fome queflions 
concerning Mr. Wood's patent to com halfpence 
for Irehind ; where you very freely told me in a 
mixed company, how much you had been always 
againft that wicked projeA * ; which raifed in me 
an efVeem for you fo far^ that I went in a few daji 
to make you a vifit after fo many years intennif- 
£on. I am Ukewife told, that your fon wrote t«vo 
letters from London, (one of which I have feen), 
impowering thofe to whom they were direfted to 
aiTure his triends, that whereas there was a malici- 
ous report fpread, of his engaging himfelf to Mr. 
Wnlpole for forty thoufand pounds of Wood's coin 
to be received in Ireland, the faid report was fabfe 
and groundlefs ; and he had never difcourfed with 
that minifter on this fiibjeft, nor would ever give 
his conf-nt to have one farthing of the faid coin 
current here. And although it be long fince I have 
given myfclf the trouble of converfing with people 
of titles or ftations ; yet I have been told by thofe 
who can take up with fuch amufements, that there 
is not a coniiderable pcrfon of the kingdom fcru- 
pulous in any fort to declare his opinion. But all 
this is needlefs to aUedge, when we confider, that 
the ruhious confequences of Wood's patent have 
been fo ftrongly reprefented by both houfes of par- 
liament ; by the privy council ; the Lord Mayor 
and aldermen of Dublin; by fo many corporations; 
and tlie concurrence of the principal gentlemen in 

• Lord Middlcton, though he figncd the proclamation pgainft the 
Drapier, was yet an enemy to Woods pnjcft, as appears by fcveral 
paffages \ti this letter* 
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mofl: counties at their quartcr-feffions, without any 
regard to party, religion, or nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the currency of thcfe 
Jialfpence would in the univerfal opinion of our 
people be utterly deftrudlive to this kingdom ; and 
confequently that it is every man*s duty not only to 
refufe this coin himfelf, but as fiur as in him lies, to 
perfuade others to do the like : and whether this 
be done in private or in print, is all a cafe ; as no 
layman is forbidden to write, or to difcourfe upon 
religion or moi*al fubjefts, although he may not do 
it in a pulpit (at Icaft in our church). Neither is 
this an affair of ftate, until authority {hall think fit 
to declare it fo : or if you fhould underftand it ia 
that fen fe, yet you will pleafe to confider, that 1 am 
not now preaching. 

Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the Dra- 
picr will probably be no more heard of, fo far to 
fupply his place, as not to incur his fortune ; for I 
have learned from old experience, that there are 
times wherein a man ought to be cautious as well 
as innocent. I therefore hope, that preferving 
both thofc charadlers, I may be allowed, by offer- 
ing new arguments or enfoi'cing old ones, to refrefh 
the memory of my fellow-fubje<51:s, and keep up 
that good fpirit raifed among them to preferve 
themfelves from utter ruin by lawful means, and 
fuch as are permitted by his Majefly. 

I believe you will pleafe to allow me two propo- 
fitions : firft, that we are a molt loyal people ; and 
fecondly, that we are a free people, in the com- 
mon acceptation of that word applied to a ftibje<^l 
under a limited monarch. I know very^ell, thajt 
you and I did many years ago in difcourfe differ 
much in the prefence of Lord Wharton about the 
meaning of that word liberty with relation to Ire- 
land r But if you will not allow us to be a free 
people, there is only another ;appdlatioiv U.Ct.;, 
which, I doubt, my Lord Cbic£ Au^l^^c'Wtio^^^ 

VoL.IIL Ec niti\55^^ 
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would call mc to account for, if I venture to be- 
ftow : for I obfcrved (and I iLall .never forget up- 
on what occafion) the device upon his coach to be 
Libertas et n^itate folum^ at the very point of time 
when he was fitting in his court, and perjuring him- 
felf to betrrj both *. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his prefcnt Majeftv, 
if it hath ever been equalled in any other part of 
his dominions, I am furc it hath never been exceed' 
ed : and I am conlldent he hath not a minifler ia 
England, who could ever call it once in queftion ; 
but that forne hard rumours at leaft have been 
tranfmitted from t'other lide the water, I fuppofe 
you will not doubt : and rumours of the fevcreft 
kind J which many good people have imputed to 
the indirect proceeding of Mr. Wood and his emif- 
farifs : as if he endeavoured it ihould be thought, 
that our loyalty depended upon the teftof refufing 
or taking his copper. Now, as I am fure you will 
admit us to be a loyal people ; fo you will think it 
pardonable in us to hope for all proper marks of 
favour and protection from fo gracious a King, 

. that n Ipyal and free people can expeft : among 
which, we all agree in reckoning this to be one, 
that Wood's ^halfpence may never have entrance 
into this kingdom. And this we Ihall continue to 
wifh, when we dare no longer exprefs ourwiflies: 
.although thei'e were no fuch mortal as a Drapierio 
the world. 

I am heartily forry, that any writer fhould, in 
a caufe fo generally approved, give occafion to the 
government and council to charge him with f ** pa- 
^* ragraphs highly relitding upon hisMajeftyand 

'** his minifters ; tending to alienate the afFe&ons 
*^ of his good fubjects in England and Ireland from 

'** each other ; and to promote fedition among the 

♦ Sec the adirefs to both houfes of farliament, by M, B. dr^picr. 
^^'In the drapicrs ^xh Uiut, 
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*' people.'* I muft confefs, that with many others 
I thought he meant well ; although he might have 
the failing of better writers, to be not always for- 
tunate in the manner of expreillng himfclf. 

However, fince the drapier is but one man, I' 
fhall think I do a public fcrvice by aflerting, that- 
the reft of my countrymen are wholly free, from 
learning out of his pamphlets to refleft on the King 
or his minifters, and to breed fedition. 

I folemnly declare, that I never once Heard the 
leaft refle^on caft: upon tlie King, on the fubjcft- 
o£ Mr. Wood's coin : for in many difcourfes on 
this matter, I do not remember his Majefty's name 
to be fo much. as mentioned. As to the miniftry 
in England, the only two perfons hinted at were 
the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Walpole. The for- 
mer, as Ihave heard you and a hundred others- 
affirm, declared^ that he never faw the patent in. 
favour of Mr. Wood, before it was pafied, although 
te was'then Lord Lieutenant ; and therefore I fupr* 
pofe every body believes, that his Grace hath been 
wholly unconcerned in it ever fince. 

Mr. Walpole was indeed fuppofojd-to bte und6rr 
ftood by the letter W, in - feveral news-papers ; 
•where it is faid that fome expreflions fell from hini 
not very favourable to the people of Ireland ; for 
the truth of which the kingdom is. not to anfwer, 
any more than for the difcretion of the publiihcrs. 
You obferve, the drapier wholly clears Mr. Wal- 
pole of this charge by veiy.ftrong arguments ; and 
{peaks of him with civility. I cannot deny myfelf . 
to have been often prefent, where the company gave 
their opinion that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. 
Wood's projefts, which I always contradicted; and ' 
for my own part, never once opened my lips againft 
that minifter either in mixed or particuLir meet- 
ings : and my reafon for this refervednefs was ; be- 
caufe it pleafed him in the Queen's time, (I mean - 
Queen Anne, of, ever-blcflid mcvwoY^"^^ \» TMi^sx '^. 
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fj^ccch direftly againft me by name in the houfc of 
Commons, as I was told a very few minutes after 
in the court of requefts by more than fifty mem- 
bers. 

But you, who are in a great ftation here> (if any 
thing here may be called great), cannot be igno- 
rant, that whoever is underflood by public voice to 
be chief minifter, will among the general talkers 
Ihare the blame, whether juftly or no, of every 
thing that is difliked ; which 1 could eafily make 
appear in many inftances froift my own knowledge, 
M'hik I was in the world ; and particularly in the 
cafe of the * grcatcft, the wifeft, and the mofl un- 
ccrrupt minifttr I ever convei-fed with. 

But, whatever itnpleafing opinion fome people 
might conceive of Mr. Walpole on account of thofc 
halfpence, ■ I dare boldly affirm it was entirly owing 
to Mr. Wood. Many perfons of credit come from 
England have affirmed to me and others, that they 
have feen letters imder his hand full of arrogance 
\\T)\\ infolence towards Ireland, and boafting of his 
favour with Mr. Walpole ; which is highly proba- 
ble ; bccaiiic he reafonably thought it for his inte- 
refc to fprcad fuch a report, and becaufe it is the 
Icriown talent of low and little fpirirs, to have a 
great man's name perpetually in their mouths. 

'J'hus I have fufnciently juflified the people of 
Irdand from learning any bad kflbn out of the dr£- 
pier's pamphlets with regard to his Majcfty and his 
niinifters : and therefore, if thofe papers were in- 
tended to fow fcdition among us, God be thanked 
the feeds have fallen uj.on a very improper foil. 

As to alienating the afiecTtions of the people of 
England and Ireland from each other ; I believe 
the drapier, whatever his intentions were, hath left 
that matter juA: as he found it. 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as -well in 

* Suppofcd to be vbe ■L.c,iiT:<i>.''A^tt\ OvW^. 
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country as in town ; and therefore take myfclf to 
be as well informed as moft men in the difpofitions 
of each people towards the ptlier. By the people 
I nnderfiand here, only the bulk of the common - 
"people : and I defire no lawyer may diftort or ex- 
tend my meaning. 

There is a vein of indufbry and parfimony, that 
runs through the whole people of England, which 
added to xhe eaiinefs of their rents makes them rich 
and fturdy. As to Irelind, they know little more 
of it than they do of Mexico ; farther th?.n that if 
is a country fubjedl to the King of England, full of 
bbgs, inhabited by wild Iriih Papifts, who are kept 
in awe by mercenary troops fent from thence : and 
their general opinion is, that it were better for Eng- • 
land if this whole iiland were funk into "the fea : • 
for they have a tradition, that every forty years* 
there muft be a rebjllion in Ireland. I have ^tcn 
the gTofleft fuppoiitions p.afs upon them ; that the 
v/ild Irifh were taken in toils ; btK that in fdme tims^' 
they would grow fo tame, as to cat out of yorri^i 
hunds : I have been aflced by hundreds, and parti- 
cidarly by my neighbours your tenants at Pepper- 
hnra,' whether I had come from Ireland by fea : 
and upon the arrival of an Irlfh man to a country^ 
town, I have known crouds coming about him,-, 
and wondering to fee him look fo much better than x. 
themfelves. 

A gentleman now in'Dublin afurms^ that pafiing - 
fome months ago through LNoicharapton, and fmd- - 
ing the whole town in a hnrry,. withvbeli9,tbone- - 
fires, and illuminations ; upon ailting the caufe he 
was told, it was for joy that thd Iriih had fubmit- 
ted to receive Wood'^ halfpence. .This, I think, . 
plainly fhews what featiments that large town hath 
of us ; and howlittle they made it their own cafe; 
although they lie direftly in our way to London,^ _ 
and thei-efore cannot but be frequently convinced. . 
chat wc have human fliap^s. 
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As to the people of this kingdom, they coni5ft 
either of Irilh Papifts, who are as inconliderable 
in point of power as the women and children ; or 
of Engliili Proteftants, who love their brethren of 
that kingdom, although they may poffibly fomc- 
timcs complain when they think they are hardly \if- 
ed : however, I confcfs I do not fee that it is of a- 
ny great confequence how their perfonal afie£lions 
itand to each other, while the fea divides them, 
and while they continue in their loyalty to the fame 
prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether 
thofe from England have reafon to complain, when 
they come hither in purfuit of their fortunes? or, 
whether the people of Ireland have reafon to boaft, 
when they go to England upon the fame defign ? 

My fecond proportion was, that we of Ireland 
are a free people : this, I fuppofe, you will allow, 
at leafl: with certain limitations remaining in your 
own breaft. However, I am fure it is not crimi- 
nal to affirm ; becaufe the words liberty and pre- 
fer ty^ as applied to the fubjjeft, are often mention- 
ed in both houfes of pai'liament, as well as in 
yours and other courts below : from whence it 
iiiuft follow, that the people of Ireland doy ot 
ought to enjoy all the benefits of the common and 
Aatute law ; fuch as to be tried by .juries, to pay 
no money without their own confent as i-eprefented 
in parliament, and the like. If this be fo, and if 
it be univerfiilly agreed, that a free people cannot 
by law be compelled to take any money in payment, 
except gold and filver ; I do not fee why any man 
fliould be hindered from cautioning his country- 
men againft this coin of William Wood ; who is 
endeavouring by fraud to rob us of that property, 
which the laws have fecured. If I am millaken, 
and this copper can be obtruded on us, I would put 
the drapier's cafe in another light by fuppofing, 
that a perfon going into his fliop fhould agree for 
tliirfcj fliilUngs wonh. of %oods^ and force the feller 

to 
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to take his payment in a parcel of copper pieces 
intriniically not worth above a crown : I dcfire to 
know whether the drapier would not be aftually 
robbed of five and twenty fliiilings ; and how fai* 
he could be faid to be mafter of his property ? . 
The fame queftion may be applied to rents and 
debts on bond or mortgage, and to all kind of com- 
merce whatfocver. 

Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done 
more dian once before me ; which is, to relate the 
naked fa^, as it ftands in the view of the world. 

One William Wood, Efq; and hardwareman, . 
obtains by fraud a patent in England to coin 
i®8,ooo/. in copper to pafs in Ireland, leaving us 
liberty to take or refule. The people here, in 
all forts of bodies and reprefentativcs, do openly 
and heartily dcclai'e, that they will not accept this 
coin: to juftify thefe declarations they generally 
ofl'er two reafons ; firft, bccaufe by the words of 
the patent they are left to their own choice ; and, 
fecondly, becaufe they are not obliged by law : fo 
that you fee there is beltum atque virum, a kingdom 
on one fide, and William Wood on the other. 
And if Mr, Wood gets the viftory at the expenfc 
of Ireland's ruin, and the profit of one or two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds (I mean by continuing and 
counterfeiting as long as he lives) forhimfelf; I 
doubt, both prefent and future ages will at leafl 
think it a very fingular fcheme. 

If this fa<Sl be truly flated, I mufl confefs I look 
upon it as my duty, fo far as God hath enabled 
me, and as long as I keep within the bounds of 
truth, of duty, and of decency, to warn my fel- 
low-fubjefts, as they value their king, their coun- 
try, an d all th at^ght or can be dear to them, 
^pe^erToadmit this pernicious coin : no not fo 
much as one fingle halfpenny. For, if one fingle 
thief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of keep- 
ing out the whole crew behiud. 
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And while I ihall be thus employed, I will never 
give myfelt leave to fuppofe that what I fay can ei- 
ihLT otlcnd my Lord Lieutenant *, whofe perfon 
and great qualities I have always highly refpedted, 
(as I am furc his Excellency will be m^rwitnefs), or 
the minillcrs in England; with whom I have nothing 
to do, or they with mc ; much lefs the privy coun- 
cil here ; who, as I am informed, did fend an ad' 
drefs to his Majcfty againft Mr. Wood's coin; 
which, if it be a miftakc, I defirc I may not be ac- 
cufcd for a fpreader of falfe news : but I confefs,- 
I am fo great a ftranger to affairs, that, for any 
thing I know, the whole body of the council may 
fince have been changed : and although I obferv- 
ed fome of the very fame names in a late declara- 
tion againft that coin, which 1 faw fubfcribed to ' 
the proclamation againft the drapier, yet poifibly 
they may he xliftercnt perfons : for they are utterly 
unknown to me, and are like to continue fo. 

In this controverfy, where the reafoners on eich 
fide are divided by St. George^s channel, his Ma- 
jeiiy's prerogative perhaps would not have been 
mentioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates had 
not made it neceilai-y by giving out^ that the cur- 
rency of his coin Ihould be enforced by a proch- 
mation. The traders and common people of the 
kingdom were heartily willing to refufe this coin ; 
but the fear of a proclamation brought along with" 
it nioft dreadful apprehenfions. It was therefore 
abfolutely neceflary for the drapier to remove this 
difficulty ; and accordingly in one of his former 
pamphlets he produced invincible arguments, 
(where-ever he picked them up), that the King's 
prerogative was not at all concerned in the mat- 
ter ; fince the law had fufficiently provided againft 
any coin to be impofed upon the fubje^l, except 
gold and filver ; and that copper is not mo- 

^^^ * Lord CaiUicr, t^oyj "E.^\\ Crt\Tw\\\Vt» - 
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iicy, but, as it hath been properly called, nummo* 
rum famulus. 

The three former letters from the drapier having 
not received any public ccnfure, I look upon them 
to be without exception ; and that the good people 
of the kingdom ought to read them often in order 
to keep up that fpirit raifed againft this deftru6tivc 
coin of Mr. Wood. As for this laft letter, againft 
which a proclamation is iffued ; I {hall only fay, 
that I could wifli it were ftripped of all that can be 
any way exceptionable ; which I would not think 
it below me to Undertake, if my abilities were equal 
but being naturally fomewhat flow of comprehen- 
fion, no lawyer,, and apt to believe the beft of thofc 
who profefs good defigns, without any vifible mo- 
tive either of profit or honour ; I fuight pore for 
ever, without diftinguifhing the cockle from the 
corn. 

That which I am told gives th(; greateft offence 
in this laft letter * is, where the' drapier aiErms, 
that if a rebellion fhould prove fo fuccefsful, as to 
iix the pretender on the throne of England, he 
would venture fo far to tranfgrefs the Irifli ftatute, 
\vhich unites Ireland to England under one king, 
as to lofe every drop of his blood to hinder him 
from being king of Ireland. 

I iliall not prefume to vindicate any man, who 
openly declares he would trangrefs a flatute, and a 
fratutc of fuch importance : bur, with the moft 
humble fubmiffion and defire of pardon for a very 
innocent miftake, I fliould be apt to think, that the 
loyal intention of the writer might be at leaft fome 
fmall extenuation of his crime ; for in this I con- 
fcfs myfclf to think with the drapier. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other ob- 
jections againft that pamphlet ; but I fuppofe they 
will all appear at the profecution of the drapier. 

• Letter 4. Sec \\il noU prefixed to \Y\\s \exct. 
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And^ I tkinky whoever in his own confcience be* 
Ueves the faid pamphlet to be ** wicked and mali- 
** ciouSy feditious and fcandalous, highly refleding 
** upon his Majclty and his-minifters, &c." would 
do well to difcover the author, (as little a friend as 1 
am to the trade of informers), although the reward 
of 300 /. had not been tacked to the difcovery. I 
own, it would be a great fatis faction to me to hear 
the arguments not only of judges, but of lawyers 
upon this cafe. Becaufe you cannot but know, there 
often happen occafions, wherein it would be very 
convenient, that the bulk of the people fhould be 
informed ho^v they ought to condu<5t themfelves ; 
and therefore it hath been the wiidom of the Eng- 
lilh parliaments to be very refcrved in limiting the 
prefs. When a bill is debating in either houfe of 

Stirliament, there nothing s more ufual, than to 
.1 vc the controverfy handled by pamphlets on both 
fides, without tlie leaft animadveriion upon the au*^ 
thors." 

So here, in the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin; 
fince the two houfes gave their opinion by addreires, 
how Jangrjrous the currency of that copper would 
be to Ireland, it was without all queftion both law- 
ful and convenient, that the bulk of the people 
fhould be let more particularly into the nature of 
the danger tlicy were in, and of the remedies thit 
were in their own power, if they would have the 
fcnfc to apply them ; and this cannot be more con- 
veniently done, than by particular perfons, to whom 
God hath given zeal and underftanding fuflicient 
for fuch an undertaking. Thus it happened in the 
cafe of that deflru^^Uye proje<Sl for a bank, in Ire- 
land, which was brought into parliament a few 
years ago ; and it was allowed, that the arguments 
and writings of fome without doors contributed 
very much to rejcft it. 

Now, I fhould be heartily glad, if fome able law- 
would prefcvibv; xixc Vvviuxs^ kqw far a private 

\sN,in 
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irian may venture in delivering his thoughts upon 
public matters : becaufe a true lover of his coun- 
try may think it hard to be a quiet ftander-by, and 
an indolent looker-on, while a public error prevails 
by which a whole nation may be ruined. Every 
man who enjoys property, hath fome' Ihare in the 
public ; and therefore the care of the public is in 
Ibme degree every fuch man's concern.. 

To come to particulars ; I could wifh to know 
whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer fo 
much as to mention the prerogative; at leaft fo far 
as to bring it into doubt upon any point whatfoe- 
ver. I know it is often debated in Weftminfter- 
hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other emi- 
nent lawyers, do frequently handle that futyeft in 
their books. 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends to 
force coin upon the fubjeft, which is not Sterling; 
fuch as lead, brafs, copper, mixed metal, fhells, 
leather, or any other material,; -and fix upon it 
whatever denomination the crown fliall think fit ? 

Thirdiv, What is really and truly meant by that 
phrafe oi a depending kingdom, as applied to Ireland^ 
and wherein that dependency confifteth ? 

Laftly, In what , points relating to liberty and 
property the peoole of Ireland differ, ' or at leaft 
ought to differ, /rem thofe of England. 

If thtfe particulars were made fo clear, that none 
could miftake them, it would be of infinite eafe 
and ufe to the kingdom ; and either prevent or fi- 
rience all difcontents. 

My Lord bommers, the greateft man I ever knew 
'of your robe, and whofe thoughts of Ireland dif- 
fered, as far as heaven and earth, from thofe of 
.fome others among his brethren here, lamented to 
• me, that the prerogative of the crown or the pri- 
vileges of parliament fhould ever be liable to dif- 
pute in any fingle branch of ekhtT % >a^ VcC\Oc^ 
means, he faid, the public often tuffext^i ^\^75X vc^- 
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conveniencies^ whereof he gave me feveral in fian- 
ces. I produce the authority of fo eminent a per- 
fon to juftify my defires, that fome high points 
might be cleared. 

For want of fuch known afccrtainment how far 
a writer may proceed in expreffing his good wifliss 
for his country, a pcrfon of the mod innocent in- 
tentions may poflibly by the oratory and comments 
of lawyers be charged with many crimes, which 
from his very foul he abhors ; and confequently 
may be ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot a- 
mong thieves in fome ftinking jail, merely for mif- 
taking the purlieus of the law. I have known in 
my lifetime a printer profecuted and convidled for 
publifhing a pamphlet *, where the author's inten- 
tcntions, I am confident, were as good and inno- 
cent as thofe of a martyr at his laft prayers. I did 
very lately, as I thought it my duty, preach to the 
people under my infpedtion upon the fubjcdt of Mr. 
Wood's coin ; and although I never hciu*d that my 
fermon gave the leaft ofFence, as I am lure none 
was intended, yet, if it were now printed and pu- 
blilhed, I cannot fay I would infure it from the 
hands of the common hangman, or my own pcr- 
Ibn from thofe of a meffenger. 

I have heard the late Chief Juftice Holt affirm, 
that in all criminal cafes the moft favourable inter- 
pretation fhould be put upon words that tj^cy can 
poflibly bear. You meet the fame polition aflertcd 
in many trials for the greateft crimes ; though of- 
ten veiy ill pra^lifed by the perpetual corruption or 
judges. And I remember at a trial inKent, whcreSir 
George Rook was indicted for calling a gentleman 
knave and villain, the lawyer for the defendant 
brought offhiscIitntbyalledging,thatthewordswa-e 
not injurious ; for knave in the old and true figniticn- 
tion imported only a fervant; and villain, in Latin, is 

♦ Stippofni 10 bt, ** A. ^U'^ofal for tl c u ivcrfal ufc of Iriih ina* 
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viliicus, which is no more than a man employed lik 
country-labour, or rather a bailey. 

If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ftandard max- 
im for all times and circumftances, any writer with 
a very fmall meafure of difcfetion might eafily be 
fafe ; but I doubt in pradlice it hath been frequent- 
ly controlled, at leaft before his time : for I take it 
to be an old rule in law. 

I have read, or heard, a paffage of Signor Leti 
an Italian ; who, being in London, bufying himfelf 
witli writing the hiftory of England, told Chai'les II. 
that he endeavoured as much as he could to avoid 
giving offence, but found it a thing impoflible, al- 
though he {hould have been as wife as Solomon. 
The king anfwered, that if this were the cafe, he 
had better employ his time in writing proverbs as 
Solomon did : but Leti lay under no public neceiE- 
ty of wridng ; neither would England have been 
one halfpenny the better or the worfe, whether he 
writ or no. 

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readily be 
obje£led. What have private men to do with the 
public ? What call had a drapier to turn politician, 
to meddle in matters of flate r would not his time 
liave been better employed in looking to his fliop ; 
or his pen in writing proverbs, elegies, ballads, 
garlands, and wonders? He would then have been 
out of all danger of proclamations, and profecu- 
tions. Have we not able magiftrates and counfel- 
lors hourly watching over the public weal? All this 
may be tryc : and yet when the addrefTes from both 
houfes of parliament againft Mr. Wood's halfpence 
failed of fuccefi, if fome pea had not been em- 
ployed to inform the fwoplc how far they m^ight le- 
gally proceed in ffrfuMng that coin, to deteft the 
fraud, the artifice, atid mfolence of the coiner, ajad 
to lay open die nioft ruifious f ocrie^ences to the 
whole kingdom, which would inevitabbj ^^oi^^-^ 
fi'om the currency of thic Cand cwxx, \m\^aX'*3^^'^'5S^. 

Vol. HI. ¥ £ ^^ 
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to many hundred thoufand people, whether any one 
of them would ever have had the courage or faga- 
city to refufe it. 

If this copper fhould begin to.ntake its waya- 
mong the common ignorant . people^ we are inevi- 
tably undone. It is they who give us the greateft 
apprehenfion^ being eafily frighted, and greedy to 
fwallow milinformations : for, if every ^man were 
wife enough to underhand his own intercft, which 
is every man's principal ftudy, there would be no 
need of pamphlets upon this occaiion : but as thmgs 
ftand^ I have thou^t it ablblutely necefiary, from 
my duty to God, my King, and my. coimtry, to 
inform the people, that the proclamation lately if- 
fued again ft the drapier doth not in the leaft aned 
the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin ; but only re- 
fers to certain paragraphs in the drapier's laft pam- 
phlet *, (not immediately relating to. his fubje£^ 
nor at all to the merits of the.caufc), which the go- 
vernment was pleafed to diflike ; fo that any man 
has the fame liberty to rejeft, to write, and to de- 
clare againft this coin, which he had before : neither 
is any man obliged to believe, that thofe honour- 
able perfons (whereof you are the firft) who fign- 
ed that memorable proclamation againft the dra- 
pier, have at all changed their opinions with regard 
to Mr. Wood, or his coin. 

Therefore concluding myfelf to be thus far upon 
a fafe and fare foot, I ihall continue upon any 
proper occaiion, as God enables me, to revive and 
prefer ve that fpirit raifed in the nation, (whether 
the real author were a real drapier or no, is Ktdc 
to the purpofe) againft this horrid defign of Mr. 
Wood ; at the fame time carefully watching, eve- 
ry ftroke of my pen, and venturing only to in- 
cur the public cenfure of the worid as a writer, not 
•f my Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhed as a criminal. 
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Whenever an order fhall come out by authority, 
forbidding all men upon the highell penalties to of- 
fer any thing in writing or difcourfe againft Mr. 
Wood's halfpence, I iliall certainly fubmit. How- 
ever, if that fliould happen, I am determined to be, 
fomewhat more' than the laft man in the kingdom to 
receive them ; becaufe I will never receive them at 
ail : for although I know how to be filent, I have 
not yet learned to pay aftive obedience againft mj" 
confcience, and the public fafety, 

I delire to put a cafe, which I think the drapier 
in fome of his books hath put before me, although^ 
not fo fully as it requires. 

You know the copper halfpence in England are 
coined by tlue public ; and every piece worth pretty 
near the value of the copper. Now fuppofe, that, . 
inftead of the public coinage, a patent had been* 
granted to fome private, obfcure perfon, for coin- 
ing a proportionable quantity of copper in that 
kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing in this ; 
and all of it at leaft five times below the intrinfic 
▼alue : the current money of England is reckoned 
to be twenty millions ; and ours under * five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds : By this computation, as 
Mr. Wood hath power to give us 108,000 pounds ; 
fo the patentee in England, by the fame propor- 
tion, might circulate four millions three hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds ; befides as much more 
by ftealth and counterfeits. I defire to know from ' 
you, whether the parliament might not have ad- 
drefled upon fuch an oc<:afion ; whai fuccefs they, 
probably would have had ; and how many drapiers 
would have rifeu to pefter the world with pam- 
phlets : yet that kingdom would not be fo great a. 
lufi^ercr as ours in the like cafe ; becaufe tlieir cafh. 
would not be conveyed into foreign countries, but, 
lie hid in the chefts of cautious, thrifty men uiuU 

* It is (iDce fonk.to 200,000 V 
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better times. Then I defire, for the fatis&dion of 
the public, that yon will pleafe to inform me, why 
tBls country is treated in fo different a manner in a 
point of fuch high importance ; whether it be on 
account x>f Poining's a£t ; of fubordination ; de« 
pendence ; or any other term of art, which I fhsHH 
not cooteft, but am too dull to underftand. 

I am very fenflble, that the good or ill fuccefs of 
Mr. Wood will affeft you lefs than any perfon of 
confequence in the kingdom ^ becaufe I hear you 
are fo prudent as to make all your purchafes in Eng- 
land ; and truly fo would I, if I had money, sd- 
though I were to pay a hundred years purchafe : 
becaufe I ihould be glad to pofiefs a freehold, that 
could not be taken from me by any law, to which I 
did not give my own confent : and where I ihould 
never be in danger of receiving my rents in- mixed 
copper at the lofs of fixteen ihillings in the pound* 
You can live at eafe and plenty at Pepperhara in 
Surry ; and therefore I thought it extremely gene- 
rous and public-fpirited in yon to be of the king- 
dom *is fide in this difpute, by ftiewing, without re- 
fcrve, your difapprobation of Mr, Wood's defign > 
at leaft, if you have been fo frank to others as you 
were to me ; which indeed I could not but wonder 
at, confidering how much we differ in other points; 
attd therefore I could get but few believers, when I 
attempted to juftify you Jn this article from your 
own words, 

I would humbly offer another thought, which I 
do not remember to have fallen under the dra- 
pier's obfervation. If thefe halfpence fhould once 
gain admittance, it is agreed, that in no long fpace 
of time, what by^ the clandcftine pradlices of the 
coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and thofe of 
others, either from abroad or at home, his limited 
quantity would be tripled upon us, until there would 
not be a grain of gold or filver vilible in the na- 
tion. This, in my o^mvoti, ^wovaXd. Va:^ a- heavy 
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charge upon the crown, by creating a neccffity of 
tranlmitting money from England to pay the lala- 
ries at lead of the principal civil officers : for I do 
not conceive how a judge (for inftance) could fup-. 
port his dignity with a thoufand pounds a-year hv 
Wood's coin; which could not intrinfically be 
worth near two hundred. To argue that thefe half- 
pence, if no other coin were current, would an» 
fwcr the general ends of commerce among ourfelvet, 
is a great miftake; and the drapier hath made that 
matter too clear to admit an anfwer, by fliew- 
ing us what every owner of land muft be forced ta 
do with the produfts of it in fuch a diftreft. Yoo 
may read his remarks at large ki his fecond or thiiti 
letter; to which I refer you • 

Before I conclude, I cannot but obferve, that 
for feveral months paft there have more papexis 
been written in this town, ftich as they are, all up- 
on the beft public principle, the love of our coun- 
try, than perhaps hath been known in any other 
nation in io fhort a time ; I fpeak in general from 
the drapier down to the maker of ballads : and all 
without any regard to the common motives of wri- 
ters ; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As to 
profit, I am aflured by perfons of credit, that the beft 
ballad upon Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat 
to the author; and the unfortunate adventurer Har- 
ding * declares he never iQade the drapier any pre- 
fent except one pair of fciuars. As to favour, who- 
ever thinks to make his court by oppoiing Mr, 
Wood is not very deep in politics. And as to re« 
putation, certainly no man of worth and learning 
would employ his pen upon fo tranfitory a fubjeft 
and in fo obfcure a corner of the world, to diftin- 
guifli himfelf as an author. So that I look upon 
myfelf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, 
to be all true patriots in our feveral degrees. 

• The pMAterof theT>ra^«'«\c^tx%» • 
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All that the public can expeft for the fiitui*c is, 
only to be fometlmes warned to beware of Mr. 
Wood's halfpence ; and to be referred for convic- 
tion to the drapkr's rcafbns. For a man of the 
moft fuperior underftanding will £nd it impoilible 
to make the beft ufe of it, while he writes in con- 
ftraint; perpetually fofteniag, correding^ or blot- 
ting out expreffions, for fear of bringing his 
trinter or himfelf under a profccution from my 
lOrd Chief Juftice Whitfhed. It calls to my re- 
membrance the madman in Don Quixote, who,. 
being foundly beaten by a weaver for letting a ftone 
(which he always carried on his fhoulder) fell upon 
a fpaniely apprehended that every, cur he met was 
of the fame fpecies; 

' For thefe reafonsJ am convinced, that what I 
have now written will appear low and infipid ; bur 
if it contributes in the leaft to preferve that union* 
among us for oppofing this fatal projeft of Mr.. 
Wood, my pains will not bo altogether loft, 

I fent thefe papers to an eminent lawyer (and yet« 
a man- of- virtue and learning into the bargain), who^ 
after many alterations returned them backwith af* 
furing me that they are perfectly innocent ; with- 
out the Icaft mixture of treafon, rebellion, fedition, 
malice, difaffedlion, reflexion, or wicked infinua* 
ation whatfoever; 

If the bellman of each parifliy as he goes his cir- 
cuit, would cry out every nighty Pqfi twelve o'clock; 
beware of Wood' s halfpence ; it. would probably cut 
e£F theoccafion of publifhing any more, pamphlets, 
provided that in country-towns it were done upon 
market-days. For my own part, as foon as it fhall 
be detewnined,.thatdt isiiot againft law. Twill begin- 
the experiment v^ the liberty of St, Patrick's; and- 
hope my example may be followed in the whole city. 
But if authority fhall think iit to forbid all writings 
or dlfcourfes upon all fubjefts, except fuch as are in 
iavour of Mr. Wood^WiSloX^ ^\\\^^«imos me; 
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only when I am in danger of burfting, I will go and 
whifpcr among the reeds, not any refledlion upon 
the wifdom of my countrymen ; but only thefe few 
ivords. BEWARE OF WOQD's HALFPENCE. 



J am, 

With due refpeSl, 

your mojl obetUmtt 

humble fervant* 



Dcanery-houfc, 
Oft. 26. 1724. 



J. s. 
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